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[467.3 Nafoleoh to Joseph. 

Benevento, Jan. 1, 1809. 

My Brother, — General La Romana has less than 1000 men 
pressed into the service, naked, and dying of hunger; he no 
longer dares trust his army in the field, exasperated as it is 
against him« Marshal Soult attacked him on the 26th with 
2 cayalry regiments, and took 1500 men and 2 standards. He 
entered Leon on the 30th, and found 2000 sick in the hospitals. 
The army of Qallicia cannot be said to have really existed after 
the affair of Espinosa, and now less than eyer. 

This first day of the year Marshal Soult is at Puente-de- 
Orvigo. Marshal Bessi^res slept at La Banesa, and is marching 
on Astorga, where we shall be to-day. The English have aban- 
doned on the road 1500 tents, 4000 blankets, all their rum, an 
immense number of waggons, and many stragglers. I have not 
yet done with them ; I shall pursue them vigorously. I shall 
reach Astorga this evening. I sent you word that Dessolles's 
division was on its way back to Madrid : the communication by 
way of Yalladolid, Burgos, Segovia, and Guadarrama, will thus 
beseoured. Orderposts to be placed on the road to Villa Oastb, 
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and on the roads between Madrid and Segoyia, and Segovia and 
Yalladolid. Ask for returns, and take all the soldiers that can 
be spared, in order to strengthen the garrison of Madrid. By 
my returns it appears that you hare received 2000 or 3000 men 
in marching companies belonging to the different corps. The 
Dutch brigade which is at Aranda should proceed to Madrid. 
The army of Castaflos is in the same state as that of Romana. 
Each of them was called a week ago from 15^000 to 20,000 men ; 
I am sure that neither now amounts to 4000. The weather is 
bad, the season severe, but this will not stop us ; we most en- 
deavour to have done with the English. Ton will no doubt 
send agents to Leon. Try to establish a correspondence between 
that town and Madrid ; above all, spread printed papers. We 
have taken by the bayonet Montetorrero, before Saragossa, and 
the siege operations are carried on vigorously. Gknerid St. Cyr 
reached Barcelona on the 19th, and went and took all before him. 
I have there 30,000 men, whose influence is felt to a distance of 
twenty miles round. 

Beding has been taken. 



[468.] Nafolxor to Bebthieb. 

Astorgi, Jan. 8, 1809. 

My Cousin,— Give orders to the 30th, 31st, 32nd, 33rd, 34th, 
35th, and 36th marching companies, which are on their way to 
Burgos, to remain there on the 3rd and 4th, and to leave it on 
the 5th for Yalladolid. Give the same order to the 39th, 40th, 
41st, and 42nd marching companies, the same order to the first 
company of the 3rd regiment of foot artillery, also to the Nassaa 
detachment, as well as to the 168 horse soldiers belonging to the 
10th, 15th, and 22nd chasseurs; all are to go to Yalladolid. In 
the dispositions made this morning for the organisation of the 
Duke of Dalmatia's corps I forgot to say that the battalion of 
the 31st light infantry should join its own regiment in Mermet's 
division, in order that the regiment may consist of four battalions. 
Desire the 17th light infantry and the 27 th horse ohasseurs to 
proceed to Yalladolid, and give the same order to Heodelet'fl 
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diTiaion ; if from Burgos it went to Leon, let it go on to Yalla- 
dolid. 

[469.1 Nafolboh to Joskps. 

Astoiga, Jan. 8, 1809. 

My Brother, — The Datch brigade, 1600 men strong, ought 
to reach Madrid on the 6th of January. It marches by Aranda, 
together with the dlst, 32nd, 33rd, 34th, 35th, and 36th marching 
companies, composed of soldiers formerly belonging to the 1st 
corps. ^ 

The 39th, 40th, 41st, and 42nd marching companies, composed 
of soldiers formerly of the 4th corps, forming altogether 1800 men, 
were to arrive at Burgos on the 2nd of January.' At Aranda is 
General Treilhard with a battalion of the 118th and 2000 men 
from the cavalry depots; and, besides these, the third battalion 
of the 43rd and 51st infantry, the Irish and Bussian battalion, 
the Westphaliaa battalion, and the third battalion of the 5th 
light infantry, all under the command of General Treilhard. 

[ 470.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Astorga, Jan. 8, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I reached Astorga yesterday. Marshal Bes- 
si^res is now near Villa Franca. He has taken 2000 Spaniards 
and 500 English, and burnt a great qtumtity of baggage and 
magasines. There have been found on the roads more than 800 
dead horses and a considerable amount of ammunition and bag- 
gage. Terror reigns in their ranks. The Duke of Dalmatia is 
pursuing them. The guards are to return to Benevento. I am 
myself drawing near to the centre of my army. I can make 
nothing out of the Duke of Dantzic's letters. I hope that Mer- 
lin has rejoined him. It is probable that more than half of the 
British army will be in our power ; the English themselves think 
so. As to Romana, his corps has been almost destroyed; 2000 
men were taken prisoners at Leon, and 2000 in this place. For 
this last fortnight they have received neither pay nor provisions, 
and ihey are almost entirely without clothing. 

On the 22nd the position of Montetorrero, which protected 

Vol. IL—1* 
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SangoflM, wu taken, and 1000 priflonen. I believe tibat I told 
you that General Saint Oyr had arrived at Bareelona, and joined 
General Dohesme. 

Order the gone to fire a salute in honour of our suoeeseee over 
the English. By the time this letter reaches you, General Des- 
solles ought to be half way to Madrid. 

£471.] ^lAFOLSOH TO Joseph. 

Beneyento, Jan, 4^ 1809.* 

My Brother, — The Chief of the Staff sends you instructionii 
for the manceuyre to be made by the Duke of Belluno on the left 
bank of the Tagus. Deasolles's division will be at Guadarrama 
on the . . .f at latest. The Polish battalion which is intended 
for Segovia ought to have arrived ; if it should still be at Somo 
Sierra, you may desire it to join you, leaving two companies at 
Somo Sierra. 

I* have ordered the third battalions of the 43rd and of the 
5lBt to repair to Madrid. After resting eight or ten days, Des- 
soUes's division ought to amount to 9000 men. General St. Cyr 
arrived at Barcelona on the 17th. On the 15th he had an action 
with the Spanish Generals Yiv^s and Reding, whom he beat 
completely ; he took from them six pieces of cannon and 1500 
men. I have had Zamora and Tore occupied by brigades of 
cavalry. A brigade of infantry is to remain at Leon. Send 
intendants to these provinces. Print 12,000 or 15,000 copies of 
the 'Gasette de Madrid;' let it be circulated in every direction. 
It would be well to reprint the gazettes which have appeared 
since your entry into Madrid. I think that I sent you word 
that on the 2nd two Spanish regiments belonging to La Romana, 
two standards^ and two Spanish generals, who were preparing to 

* Niqpoleon reodyed, on his road to Astoiga, despatche* which induoed 
him to expect a war with Austria. He altered his plaiu, and, instead of sn- 
perintending in person the pursuit of Sir John Moore, he left it to Marshal 
Soult, and returned to Benevento, and from thence to Valladolid, in order to 
communicate more rapidly with France. The French historians of course at- 
tribute to this circumstance the escape of the English army. — Ts. 

t megible.— E]>. 



jak laosL DmniBUTioN of NBWB. II 

enter Gallioiai were taken. The eavalry was not able to advanoe 
on Villa Franca on the 8rd, as the defile was ooonpied by English 
infantry. On the evening of the 3rd, Merle's division arrived and 
eharged the English rearguard, which held a fine position on the 
heights of Pierros. The English were routed. Several hundred 
prisoners were taken. We had forty men killed and wounded. 
General Colbert, who was in advance, burning with impatience to 
charge the fugitives with his cavalry, was hit in the forehead by 
a ball, and killed. At Villa Franca the English had immense 
magazines ; every place is filled with them. We shall find there 
the greater portion of the English sick. I am very anxious for 
news of the Duke of Dantzic. I cannot understand his having 
made such an eccentric manoeuvre^ without orders. If you want 
him, give him the requisite orders ; but if you do not want him, 
let him remain where he is, and I will find him employment. I , 
shall probably sleep to-night at Medina de Rio Seco. 



[ 472.] Napoleon to Bekthier. 

Benevento, Jan. 4^ 1809. 

My Cousin, — ^Write word to General Loison that there is a 
printing office at Leon, and desire him to print 6000 copies of 
the Emperor^s proclamation, and of every newspaper which has 
appeared at Madrid since our entry, and to send 3000 to Marshal 
Soult, 500 to Marshal Ney at Astorga, and 500 to General 
Lapisse at Beneventa Give orders at Vittoria to have 3000 
oopies of the Emperor's proclamation printed and distributed all 
over the province, and in Navarre. Order (General Darricau to 
proceed to Valladolid to take the command of all the battaliops 
and marching companies which pass through. 



[478.] Nafolboh to Bxrthieb. 

Beneyento, Jan. i, 1809. 

My Cousin, — ^You will make (General Lapisse aware that he 
is under the orders of the Chief of the Staff; that he is to stay 
at Benevento, where he will form a corps of observation ; that 

• Towurds AvUa.— Ta. 
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he is to canton his troops in Benerento and in the enrironsj to 
gi^e them rest, and to re^stahlish order and discipline ; that he 
is to have a floor-store containing flour for 100,000 rations of 
bread; that he is always to have 20,000 rations of bread ready ; 
that he is to collect all his carriages and make biscoit, so as to 
be able to start whenever he is wanted; that he is to repair his 
carriages, and take the [horses*] of the soldiers, to increase the 
means of conveyance. He will have nnder his orders the brigade 
of dragoons of General Davenay, who is at Toro, and that of 
General Maupetit, who is at Zamora. It is the business of these 
two brigades to disarm those provinces, to reduce the towns, and 
to publish my proclamations. They are to correspond with the 
Chief of the Staff and with General Lapisse, in order that^ if 
necessary, he may support them with infantry. You will lei 
Marshal Ney know that I wish him to remain at Astorga, to 
administer the country, and establish magazines, in which he 
should always keep 100,000 rations of flour and 20,000 of bread ; 
and that be is to order biscuit to be made for * . •* ; and that I 
desire that a dep5t of cavalry may be formed at Astorga, to 
receive all the lame horses belongiog to the corps in Gallicia; 
that he should find a place in which this depot may be esta^ 
blished; that he should undertake to guard the defiles which 
connect Gallicia with the kingdom of Leon, and establish posts, 
so as to have rapid communication ; that some of his staff officers 
should always be with Marshal Soult ready to proceed whither^ 
soever they may be required, if the English, instead of re-em- 
barking, were to land fresh troops. 

[474.] Napoleon to JoSEPBi 

Beneyeirto, Jan. 6, 1809. 

My Brother^ — Seven marching companies, forming . . .* men, 
ought to have reached Madrid on the 4th of January ; . . . * 
marching companies, 500 men strong, were to arrive there on the 
5th, as well as the first marching battalion, which is composed of 
900 conscripts. Therefore, between the 4th and the 5th, nearly 

• Obliterated.— Ed. 
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3000 meoy old soldiers and conscripts, ought to have reached yoiif 
some belonging to the divisions at Madrid, and the rest of them 
to those which remain at the Retire. These men most be re- 
viewed when they get to Madrid, and those who belong to the 
division of Yillate allowed to rest before they start. 

P.S. — On the 3rd our advanced guard had an action before 
Villa Franca with the English, and beat them. During the last 
week we have taken ten standards, 2000 or 3000 men, and seve- 
ral Spanish generals belonging to La Bomana's corps ; we have 
nearly 1500 English prisoners. 

On the 4th the Duke of Dalmatia's head-quarters were four 
leagues from Yilla Franca, on the Lugo road. I start to-morrow 
for Valladolid. 



[475.] Kapoueon to Joseph. 

BefleyentOf Jan. CJ1809. 

My Brother, — I thank you for your new-year's day wishes^* 
I have no hopes of peace in Europe for this year at least* I 
expect it so little, that I signed yesterday a decree for raising 
100,000 men. The fierce hatred of England, the events at Con^ 
Btantinople, all betoken that the hour of peace and repose has 
not yet struck. As for you, your kingdom seems to be settling 
into tranquillity. The provinces of Leon, of the Asturias, and 
of New Castile, desire nothing but rest. I hope that Gallicia 
will soon be at peace, and that the country will be evacuated by 
the English. 

Saragossa must fall before long, and General St. Cyr, who has 
SOyOOO men, ought to settle the affairs of Catalonia. 



[476.3 Napoleon to Joseph. 

Vallftdolid, Jan. 7, 1809. 

My Brother^ — I arrived yesterday evening at Valladolid; 
the roads are horrible. Marshal Soult ought to reach Lugo to- 
day. I found here one of your intendants, who appears to me 

* Thqr w«re wishes for peace.— *Tb« 
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to be posseBsed of considerable leal and ability ; be baa been yerj 
mucb bampered by the people of the conntry. I will ezeoate 
aevere justice upon them. Send to me, by a deputation firom 
Madrid and the councils, the record of the oath which h^s been 
taken : when I have received it, I will give my decision.* 

The Duke of Dantxio is at Avila. I cannot conceive such 
folly. I have given him no orders, and, if you on your part 
have sent him none, let me know, in order that I may give him 
something to do. At any rate there is no objection to his corps 
resting a few days at Avila. All the men who are at Ouadar- 
rama and Villa Castin belonging to the foreign regiment must 
fall back, as in future the route of the army is to be through 
Segovia. I think that a battalion of this regiment would be of 
great use at Avila to hold the province, and that you may 
send thither an intendant to be put at the head of the admin- 
istration. 

It seems that Lasalle's division and some of the Poles were 
not able to fall back on Talavera ; but DessoUes' division, and 
3000 or 4000 men in marching regiments and companies, com- 
posed of conscripts, as well as of old soldiers, ought, by this 
time, to have reached Madrid. I suppose that Marshal Victor 
has commenced operations. 

It is of great consequence that the Madrid newspapers should 
be sent hither, and that they should contain much intelligence 
about the army, and letters from Lugo, Gorunna, and all those 
parts. Perhaps it would be well to create some Spanish regi- 
ments. Tou might form one in the north, at Palencia, another 
at the Escuriidy and in different directions. They must be com- 
manded by several inferior officers, Spaniards on whom you can 
rely ; you should add a few French officers, give ensigncies to 
many of your old serjeant-majors. There exists, in truth, no 
longer even the shadow of a Spanish army. The 4000 or 5000 
men who were taken prisoners from La Romana were in a horri- 
ble state ; still worse than those taken by the Duke of Dantzic 
in Estremadura. 

* As to Joseph's retam to inhabit Madrid. He was at this time redding 
in La Florida, a ooontiy hooae near Madrid. — ^Tb. 
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[^77.] Napoueqh to Joseph. 

YaI1adoIld,Jan.7,1809. 

My Brother, — War with Austria seems imminent, and her ' 
troops are already encamped npon her frontiers. My army and 
that of the Confederation are also in motion. I asked you for 
General Merlin or General Lasalle. Send back to me Borde- 
Boult likewise. If you are not actually in want of Belliard, send 
him back to Paris, and give the command of Madrid to one of 
the two generals of division Pacthod. However, as (General 
Belliard has had much experience in preserving Madrid, I thiLk 
that it would be foolish to deprive you of him as yet. His ser- 
vices in the army are not so valuable to me but that I can do 
without him. Send me back the cadres of the 3rd squadron 
belonging to the 24 dragoon regiments in Spain, first taking 
every available man to reinforce the first two squadrons. I wish 
you to send me back the brigadier-generals of cavalry, Bron, 
Lagrange, and Davenay; the generals of infantry, Oautier, 
Puger, and Boger ; the general of division Grandjean, who is 
before Saragossa ; and the brigadier-generals Bron and Bazout. 
As these three last are before Saragossa, I have addressed direct, 
orders to them to return. I have also ordered the Duke of 
Istria to return; he nill be replaced by the general of division 
Kellermann. 

[478.] Nai^>leok to Josbph» 

YalladoHd, Jan. 8, ISOet 

My Brother,^-! have received no letters from yon since the 
2nd of January. The orderly officer Germain started yesterday 
with letters from me to Madrid. I suppose that your couriers 
have gone by Benevento. 

Ton will find annexed a copy of my letter of yesterday, 
in case any accident should have delayed its delivery. Yon 
will also find the packets which have come for you by the 
express. 

It seems that the English, on hearing of my entry into Mad- 
rid, re-embarked the artillery which they had brought for Spain 
and Portugal. 
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I have received no letters from Marahal Soult, whom I Bop- 
pose to be at Logo. I sent you word that Toro, which had 
revolted) had been subdued; there was a charge of cavalry, 
which killed 60 of the rebels. General Maupetit is before 
Zamora, whence a few shot have reached him. As he has (mly 
500 horse, he has taken up a position where he is waiting till 
General Lapisse sends him some infantry. 

I have arrested here 12 of the worst characters, and banged 
them. 

I wish you to let me know if the 30th, 81st, 32nd, 33rd, 
84th, 85th, and 36th marching companies, which left Burgos for 
Aranda on the 31st of December, have arrived; and to give me 
similar information respecting the 39th, 40th, 41st, and 42nd 
marching companies. The whole of the 1st marching battal- 
ion, composed of conscripts, which left Burgos on the 8 1st of 
December, ought to have arrived at Madrid by way of Aranda. 

Let me Imow if all these troops, who ought altogether to form 
a body of more than 3000 men, have arrived. 

The Vice Queen of Italy has given birth to a daughter. 

[479.] Napoi^on to Joskph. 

Valladoild, Jan. 9, 1809. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 6th. I wrote 
to you from Benevento on the 4th, to desire you to send the I 

Duke of Belluno, with 2 divisions, to meet the Duke of In- i 

fantado. •' 

I wrote to you from Benevento on the 5th and 6th. Since ' 

then I have written to you from Yalladolid, on the 7th, by my 
orderly officer Germain, and on the 8th by an officer of gen- 
darmes. The Duke of Dantzic arrived on the 5th at Avila. I \ 
have given him no orders. I am waiting to hear whether you 
have given him any ; there is no objection to his resting for a 
few days. That Marshal commits nothing but follies ; he cannot i 
read his instructions. It is impossible to intrust him with the 
command of a corps, which is a pity, as he shows great bravery 
on the field of battle. 

I told you that I was waiting to receive the addiresses before 
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I made my proclamation. Arrange eyerything for your entry 
into Madrid. Try to make it imposing, and to secure a good 
reception by the inhabitants. Assemble afterwards all the 
councils, and let your ministers make every preparation to ad- 
minister as well as possible. 

I suppose that in the course of the day Victor will have 
beaten the Duke of Infantado. Talayera de la Beyna must be 
occupied. You may send thither General Valence, with a regi- 
ment of horse and his 1500 Poles. That division is to be assem- 
bled as soon as possible. 

[480.] Nafolbon to Joseph. 

Vallfldolid, Jtn. 9, 1809, 9 p jl 

My Brother, — ^I wrote to you this morning. I take advan- 
tage of Battaglia's departure to send you a few more lines. On 
the 5 th the Duke of Dalmatia was three leagues from Lugo. 
He had taken from the English 7 pieces of cannon, 2000 prison- 
ers, and stores of every description ; they even found a convoy 
carrying silver, which the dragoons shared among themselves. 
It is valued at two millions. The English fly in the most fright- 
ful confusion. The bams of all the villages in Gallioia are full 
of English, hanged by the peasants in revenge for their horrible 
depredations. As for La Bomana's Spaniards, we have taken 
4000 or 5000 of them, 9 standards, and, at different times, a 
dozen pieces of cannon. The Duke of Elchingen has carried his 
head-quarters to Villa Franca. Zamora closed its gates against 
Oen^al Maupetit's brigade of dragoons. On the 7th the general 
fell in with two columns of about 800 men each, charged and 
routed them, killed 100, made 20 prisoners, and carried off their 
guns. Lapisse's division has marched upon Zamora. Spread 
all this news, and put it into the newspapers. A deputation 
from Astorga, composed of the bishop and principal magistrates, 
and a deputation of the principal magistrates and inhabitants of 
Leon, are on their way to Madrid. Send deputations also from 
Avila and Segovia. 

Prepare your entry. I hope that before that time the Duko 
of Belluno will have enoopntered and beaten the Duke of In« 
fimtado. 
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[481.] Kapolbov to BMcrH i KB , 

YAUadolId, Jan. 9, 1809. 

Mj Oousin, — Give orders that the Prince of Oastel-Fmnco, 
the Dake of Altamira, and the Marquis of Santa Cruz, may be 
sent to Fenestrelles, where thej are to be detained as prisoners 
of state. Acquaint the minister of police with this arrange- 
ment. 



[ 482.] Napolbon to Bbbthibb. 

YalladoUd, Jia. 9, 1809. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Belliard, to express my dis- 
pleasure at the want of firmness displayed by his government : 
every day Frenchmen are assassinated in Madrid, and he does 
nothing. Tell him that 30 of the worst characters in the town 
must be arrested and shot; that this is what I have done at 
YalladoUd ; and that I shall hold him responsible for the first 
assassination committed on a Frenchman, if the arrest of a 
Spaniard does not immediately follow. The behaviour in Mad- 
rid is absurd. 

P.S. — Desire the dep6t at the Carthusian convent at Burgos 
to proceed.to Valencia. 



[483.] Nafolbon to Joabph. 

Yanadolid, Jan. 10, 1809. 

My Brother, — Send back the Duke of Dantxic to me at 
YalladoUd; he shall no longer command the 4th corps. By 
puttting it under the command of Marshal Jourdan, who may 
continue to be chief of your staff, it may be retained as a distinct 
corps, and will be under your hand. The duty of this corps wiU 
be to guard the centre; it is composed, first, of Sebastiani's 
division, which consists of 4 regiments, or 16 battaUons, and in 
the whole of nearly 12,000 men; 3000 are at Leon, and 4000 at 
Bayonne, on their way from Paris. You will keep this fine divi- 
sion, composed of my best regiments, at Madrid, as a guard for 
the town and for your person. The general of division is excel- 
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lent ; the two brigadiers are the very best in the army. As the 
dep6t8 of these regiments are in Paris, I shall always keep them 
up to their full numbers. The 2nd division of the 4th eorps is 
Leval's ; it is composed of one regiment from Baden, one regi- 
ment from Hesse Darmstadt, and another from Nassan, one 
battalion from the Prince Primate, and a Dutch brigade. All 
these together amount to 4000 men. Take care to provide this 
division with ten pieces of cannon. Let it start for Talavera de 
la Reyna ; and send General Lasalle with his 4 cavalry regiments 
to the bridge of Almaraz to scour the country as far as the other 
side of Truxillo. General Leval commands as senior general of 
division ; he is to correspond with General Valence, whose division 
you are to assemble at Toledo, allowing it to spend a couple of 
days at Madrid, to get the clothing which it requires. The 
Polish lancers are to remain at Toledo, which will carry the 
division of Valence to 5000 men; take care that it has 8 pieces 
of cannon. The divisions of Sebastiani and Milhaud are to 
remain at Madrid. Milhaud's division requires reconstruction : 
detachments of it may be posted at Toledo and at Aranjuez, and be 
ready to proceed in any direction. This will enable you to send 
back to Marshal Victor the 2nd hussars, and all that you may 
have of the division of Latour-Maubourg. Dessolles' division, 
which was to reach Madrid on the 7th, must want rest. As it 
belongs to the corps of Marshal Ney, who is in Gallicia, you may 
address your orders to it directly. Therefore, the divisions of 
Sebastiani, Leval, and Valence, forming the 4th corps, will be 
under the immediate orders of Marshal Jourdan, as commandant 
of that corps. General Milhaud 's division of cavalry, and Des^ 
soUes' division, will receive their orders from you, and from 
Marshal Jourdan as the chief of your staff. The division of 
Latour-Maubourg, the 26th chasseurs, and the 2nd hussars, which 
will make 8 ^valry regiments, and Marshal Victor's 7 infant- 
ry regiments, will receive their orders from Marshal Victor, 
and Marshal Jourdan, as chief of the staiff, transmitting your 
commands. If Leval's division were to require support, you 
would send the division of Valence to its assistance, and keep by 
you the divisions of Milhaud, Dessolles, and Sebastiani, at Madrid. 
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Toa miut employ yourself in oompletbg the gons belong^ to 
Sebastiani'g diTision to 12, those of Deasolles' division to 12, 
and those of Milhaud's division to 6. It is a point of great 
importance that Lasalle should soon be at the bridge of Almaras, 
and Bconr the oonntry on the other side of Tmzillo. 

Marshal Lannes started to-day to join General St. Cyr before 
Saragossa. General Lapisse is at Zamora; 4000 or 5000 men 
are wanted at Avila to pursue PignateUL Appoint an intendant 
for that place, and support your agents. The Duke of Elchingen 
is at Villa Franca ; the Duke of Dalmatia ought to have reached 
Lugo long ago; my guard is concentrated in this place. Hen- 
deletes division, which is here, is about to march upon Astorga. 
Loison's division is at Leon. On entering Madrid it is desirable 
that you should have as many troops, and in as good a condition, 
as possible. I think that you ought to create a battalion of Royal 
Irish; many of the prisoners are anxious to serve : they might be 
sent to the Escurial. By adding to them a few good officers of 
their own nation you would attract all the Irish who were in the 
service of Spain. Order General Leval to construct a small t^te- 
de-pont at Almaraz, and to put into it a battalion to support the 
cavalry. The season is very bad : with the exception of Mardud 
Victor, who ought now to be in the midst of his operations, I 
wish all the others to be at rest, at least as much as circumstances 
will permit. 

I believe that I told you to form a Spanish regiment. You 
have a colonel from Murcia who is an excellent man, you have 
officers on whom you can rely; it can be done therefore; at any 
rate they would do for police. General Valence may detach a 
battalion to hold the bridge of Aranjuez. I am not satisfied with. I 

the order which is kept in Madrid ; Belliard is too weak ; with | 

the Spaniards it is necessary to be severe. I have arrested here 
fifteen of the worst charactars, and I have ord^ed them to be 
shot. Arrest thirty at Madrid. When I left it there had been i 

an inquiry, and the police were on the point of making a seizure. 
If you treat the mob with kindness, these creatures fancy them- 
selves invulnerable ; if you hang a few, they get tired of the 
game and become as submissive and humble as they ought to be. 
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I send you an aoconnt of the reyolution at Oonstantinople; let it 
be inserted in the newspapers. 



[ 484.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

YalladoUd, Jan. 11, 1809. 

My Brother, — I wish yon as soon as possible to give me infor- 
mation : — 1st. As to the roads between Bilbao and Yalmaseda. 
2ndly. As to those beween Yalmaseda and Yillercayo ; through 
what towns they pass, the popnlation of those towns, and over 
what hills they pass ; can the artillery travel by them ? Srdly. 
Between Yillercayo and Ordnna. 4thly. Between Yillercayo and 
Bargos. 5thly. Between Yillercayo and Miranda, or any other 
point along the Ebro. 6thly. From Yillercayo to Santonder. 
7thly. From Yillercayo to Reynosa. Can all these roads carry 
artiUery ? I mnst have details about them all. Let this infor- 
mation be fbmished either by the Spanish Minister of War, by 
practical men of the country who are also officers, or by French 
officers who have seen and know the country. Let me have a map 
of the high road from Tolosa to Pampeluna, and from Pampeluna 
to Yittoria. This information is necessary for me. 2ndly.* I 
also require the following information, but to-morrow will be time 
enough. Describe the road between Pampeluna and Madrid ; is 
it a paved road ? Let me know through what towns this road 
passes, what is their population, and what rivers, gorges, and 
other natural obstacles have to be encountered. I wish to have 
similar ioformation as to the road between Saragossa and Madrid 
by way of Daroca. These statements ought to be written with 
every detail ; time may be taken for the purpose, so that I have 
them to-morrow in the course of the day. I wish the scale of 
ail these maps to be in French leagues, or, at any rate, that the 
number of toises be specified. 

[4S5.] Napoi^bon to Joseph. 

YallBdoIld, Jan. 11, 1809, noon. 

My Brother, — ^I haye receiyed your letter of the 8th of Jan- 
nary. You must have seen by my letter of yesterday, and by 
the orders which were sent to you on the day before, that I wished 
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DesBolles^ diTudon to rest at Madrid. If Marshal Yiotor need 
assiBiance (which I cannot think poflsible), he may be snpported 
by General Valence ; but with the in&ntry which he has, the 
diyision of Latoor-Maabourg, the 26th ohaaseors, and the 2nd 
hussars, he has ten times as many troops as he wants. It might, 
however, be useful to plaoe 1000 men at Aranjues, to hold the 
bridge and keep up the communication. I had intended the 
Dutdi brigade for this purpose, but it has since been ordered to 
Talayera de la Reyna with Leval's division. One of the regi- 
ments of General Valence, which arrived a few days ago at 
Toledo, when they have rested, may therefore with 300 or 400 
horse follow in the rear of Marshal Victor, and keep his commu- 
nications open. I think that you were ri^t in not joining the 
expedition against the Duke of Infimtado, as its object is uneertam. 
The duke will retire upon Valencia, and no result will be pro- 
duced ; you would have done wrong if you had joined it. As 
you very naturally wish to be engaged in some expedition, yoa 
should select that into Andalusia; but it cannot be undertaken 
for the next three weeka You can then, with 2 good corps 
composed of 40,000 men, surprise the enemy by taking a road 
which they little expect, and beat them. This operation will put 
an end to the war with Spain, and I intend you to have the glory 
of effecting it. Order a t^te-de-pont to be constructed at Alma- 
raz. Procure a sufficient number of oxen and mules to draw 
twelve 24-pounder8. 

Send to Somo Sierra for the 6 pieces which are still there. 
Put the mortars upon carriages : you will require this amount 6f 
artillery in order to take Seville. 

. M. de Fr^ville's letter would be right if this com were meant 
for sale; but as it is intended for food for the army, it must be 
seized immediately.* I am writing to the intendant to this effect. 
I shall see with pleasure all that is taken from the rebels applied 
to the wants of the army. I am forced to stay at Valladolid to 
receive expresses from Paris, which reach me in 5 days. The 
events at Constantinople, the present state of Europe, the recon- 

* Frftville's letter does not appear. — ^Tb. 
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oiraction of mj armies of Italy, of Turkey, and of the Ehine, 
make it neoessary that I should not be &rther from Paris. I was 
sorry to leaye Astorga. 

One thousand men belonging to my goard are at Madrid: send 
them to me. Here is the last news from Gallioia : nothing is 
known of La Romana; most of the colonels haye dismissed their 
troops ; some have escaped to Andalusia ; the rest have joined 
the English. On the 8th the enemy's rear guard occupied 
Lugo. The Duke of Dalmatia has been in presence of the 
enemy ever since the 6th. The infantry reached him on the 7th. 
Marchand's division was half-way between Villa Franca and 
Astorga, proceeding to support the Duke of Dalmatia. You 
may make your entry into Madrid whenever you think proper. 
I suppose that to-day, the 11th, the Duke of Dantzic will have 
arrived ; that on the 13th Talavera de la Reyna will be occupied ; 
and that by that time Victor will have put an end to the absurd 
fears inspired by the Duke of Infantado. If this takes place 
you may make your entry on the 14th. Put all the troops under 
arms, and let the inhabitants receive you beyond the gates with 
the usual ceremonies. Establish yourself in the palace ; keep an 
apartment in it for me, if it does not inconvenience you. Engage 
in no military operation, except the Andalusian expedition, which 
eannot be undertaken till after the rains. What must you pre- 
pare ? Some biscuit and the equipment of your 24-pounders and 
mortars. Occupy yourself with these arrangements every day; 
this expedition will be brilliant. You must have 300,000 rations 
of biscuit Have sope made at Toledo and at Talavera. I have 
here 300 carriages belonging to the military transport service, 
which will carry them. As soon as Lapisse's division has put an 
end to the disturbances at Zamora, I shall order it to march upon 
Salamanca, where there are 3000 or 4000 men still in revolt. 
Pray hang a dozen people at Madrid; there are enough bad 
characters there. Unless you do this, you do nothing. The 
3000 Spanish prisoners at Valladolid have considerably cooled 
the ardour of the inhabitants by their behaviour and conversation. 
The English prisoners arrive in troops. I recommend the pro- 
vince of Avila to your attention: send thither an intendant 
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That wretched Pignatelli has not 10 men. A battalion of 400 
men of the royal foreign regiment would do there admirably. 
They would likewise be of use in keeping up the communication 
between Madrid and Salamanca on the arrival of Lapisse^s diri- 
sion. It seems that your Spanish charg^-d^aflEures has left 
Yienna by way of Trieste. Your ministers should not throw 
away money in paying agents abroad, except the one in Bussia, 
who behaves welL 



[486.] Kafoi^bon to Joseph. 

Yalladolid, Jan. 11, 1809, 11 r.v. 

My Brother, — ^Zamora would not submit; it was necessary 
to enter it by force. General Darricau arrived before it on the 
10th with 4 battalions, breached it, and carried it by assault, with 
a loss of only 10 men. He is disarmicg it. General Davenay 
is disarming the province of Tore. They are both desired to re- 
connoitre up to the frontiers of Portugal and Salamanca. As 
soon as you have an intendant at Avila, desire him to correspond 
with the commandant of my troops when they reach Salamanca. 



[ 487.] Napoueon to Berthieb. 

Yalladolid, Jan. 11. 1809. 

My Cousin, — Let General Davenay know that you have 
shown me his letter of the 11th ;* that he must not be talked 
over ; that he must arrest thirty of those who have behaved the 
worst ; that he must announce that the estates of all those who 
do not return will be confiscated ; that he must be active ; that he 
must appoint a corregidor for the town of Toro, leave only one 
battalion there, and send all the others to Zamora. Say in 
answer to General Darricau that he was right in taking Zamora, 
but that he ought to have left the 16th there ; that one battalion 
is enough at Toro ; that he must assemble all his forces at Zamora, 
and march upon Salamanca; and that I have granted all the 
favours for which he asked. Write to General Maupetit that he 

* This letter does not appear.-^Ta. 
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miut reconnoitre as far as the frontiers of Portugal and Sala- 
manca, bnt in force, so as to be in no danger of a check. You 
will take care to direct the marching battalion formed here this 
morning, and belonging to Lapisse^s division, upon Toro, and 
from thence to Zamora. Advise Generals Manpetit and Darricau 
to procure cloaks and shoes at Zamora, and to collect information 
upon all that is going on at Salamanca and on the frontiers of 
Portugal. Besides the prisoners whom Generals Davenay and 
Darricau will make at Toro and Zamora, desire them to take 
hostages, and to send them to Segovia, and to send numerous 
deputations to Madrid. Send to them proclamations from Yalla- 
dolid and from Madrid, to be made public. Desire them to have 
addresses from the principal magistrates and clergy, and to print 
and put them up everywhere. 

[488.] Napoleon to Bebthies. 

YaIla4olld, Jon. 11, 1809. 

My Cousin, — See that in every post from hence to Miranda 
3 gendarmes d'^lite are placed, and order General Kellermann to 
put into each post at least 50 dragoons, so that my couriers may 
be escorted and travel safely by night. Express my displeasure 
to the paymaster-general of the forces at his having left the pay- 
master at Burgos without funds. Send from hence 20,000 francs 
to Burgos for current expenses till the proper funds are transmit- 
ted. I wish this sum to be sent off this night. Send a courier 
of the country to Aranda to obtain a return of the troops in that 
place, and news as to what may have occurred there since the 
20th of last month. I see that a 1st marching battalion has been 
formed at the Betiro, and that the 2nd and 3rd companies are 
included in it under the name of 1st company of voltigeurs. I 
conclude that in these companies there are no men belonging to 
the divisions of Dessolles, Sebastiani, Euffin, or Yillate : if there 
be, they must be sent back immediately to their regiments. I do 
not wish to form new cadres ; we have too many already. 

Vol. n.— 2. 
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[489.] Napolbon to BiaemzEB. 

YaIladoIid,JAii.ll,1809. 

My Oousin, — Let General St. Cyr know that two regiments of 
the Grand Duke of Berg, one regiment from Wartzburg, and 
one battalion of the contingent famished by the petty sovereigns, 
Ifbming altogether nearly 6000 men, are on their way to Perpig- 
nan, under the orders of a brigadier-general. This corps will 
reinforce General Reille and enable him to besiege Girona. I 
wish this siege to be commenced about the 15th of February. 
You must protect this operation by marching some troops to 
clear the neighbourhood- 

You will tell General St. Cyr that Marshal Lannes is before 
Saragossa with the 5th and 3rd corps; that they ought to endea- 
TOur to correspond ; that one of the first things which he has to 
do is to take Tarragona, and put a garrison into it, and to victual 
fully Barcelona. If it were possible to take possession also of 
Tortosa now, just at the beginning, when the enemy cannot ex- 
pect us, it would be a great step gained towards concentrating all 
our movements upon Valencia. This despatch must be sent to 
General EeiUe, who corresponds by cipher with General St Cyr, 
and who will have three or font copies made, which he will send 
by different opportunities. Inform, likewise. General Reille of 
the march of these troops to Perpignan. 

[i90.] Napoleon to Berthoeb. 

VaUadoIid, Jul 11, 1809. 

My Cousin, — Order 500 pairs of shoes to be given to the 17th 
light in&ntry, and 80 great-coats to the detachment of the 82nd 
which is here. Divide the remainder of the great-coats among 
the five marching battalions which were formed at Yalladolid this 
morning. Desire the 17th light infantry to start to-morrow at 
break of day for Astorga. Order Heudelet's division to march 
to-morrow for Medina de Rio Seco. Direct the 1st marching 
squadron of Yalladolid to proceed to Madrid, and the 2nd to Yilla 
Franca, where it will be joined by the men belonging to Marshal 
Ney's corps. Send orders to the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th march- 
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ing battalions of Yalladolid; let them take bread for two dajB, and 
appoint for them to-morrow a short march of three leagues to some 
place whence they may proced to join their respective corps. The 
men belonging to Lapisse's division will take the road to Tore,- and 
from thence to Zamora. The battalion of the 51st will remain 
here to do duty as garrison. The general of division Clapar^de 
will take the command of the province of Yalladolid till I have 
a division for him, which will be before long. Desire the com- 
missary-general to find means of making 4000 great-coats, 4000 
jackets, 4000 pairs of trousers, and 8000 pairs of shoes. Order 
the battalion of the 32nd which is at Leon with General Loison 
to repair to Madrid. Let every one know that the following 
changes have taken place : that the 8th corps is suppressed; that 
all the men belonging to the 12th, 2nd, and 4th light infantry, and 
to the 58th, 32nd, and 47th, have rejoined their regiments, and 
that therefore all detachments should be forwarded to the corps 
of which these regiments form part. Make known that the 17th 
light infantry belongs to Delaborde's division, which forms part 
of the 2nd corps, commanded by the Duke of Dalmatia. 

[491.] Napolbon to Joseph. 

ValladoUd, Jan. 12, 1809, noon. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letters of the 10th of 
Jannary. I told you yesterday of the capture of Zamora. My 
troops march on Salamanca. You were quite right in dissolving 
all the marching battalions, and in sending to the divisions of 
Yillate and Ruffin the detachments which belong to them. You 
will see whether it be necessary to send the 2nd hussars to Aran- 
juez, to scour the country. As for the disembodied men of the 
infantry regiments belonging to Marshal Yictor's corps, collect 
them together at Madrid, and, when they have rested for a couple 
of days, send them to Aranjuez, as soon as their numbers amount 
to 800. 

I suppose that at the present time Leval's division is march- 
ing upon Talavera, and that Yalence's division holds Toledo and 
Aranjuez. Some marching battalions, consisting of several thou- 
sands of men, which belong to the corps of Marshal Yictor and to 
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the 4th corps, start to-day for Madrid. I have sent word to you 
to make your entry into Madrid, and to assume the gOTernment, 
all with as much pomp as possible. I am anxious that it may be 
on the 14:th, 15th, or 16th. I think these things now necessary 
and important. I have as yet heard no news of the English ; our 
army was in presence of their rear-guard on the 8tL I have 
ordered a battalion of 600 men, which is at Soria, to repair to 
Madrid as soon as it is relieved. Tou may incorporate it in 
your guard. Numerous detachments of conscripts are on their 
way. Belliard did admirably.* You must hang at Madrid a 
score of the worst characters. To-morrow I intend to haye 
hanged here seven notorious for their excesses. They have been 
secretly denounced to me by respectable people whom their exist- 
ence disturbed, and who will recover their spirits when they are 
got rid of If Madrid is not delivered from at least 100 of these 
firebrands, you will be able to do nothing. Out of this 100, hang 
or shoot 12 or 15, and send the rest to France to the galleys. I 
had no peace in France, I could not restore confidence to the 
respectable portion of the community, until I had arrested 200 
firebrand assassins of September, and sent them to the colonies. 
From that time the spirit of the capital changed as if by the 
waving of a wand.t 

[ 492.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

YallftdoUd, Jan. 18, 1809. 

My Brother, — On the 8th the enemy stayed all day on the 
heights of Castro. The Duke of Dalmatia resolved to attack on 
the morning of the 9th, his artillery and infantry having arrived 
on the 8th. The position of Castro could be attacked only on 

* He appears to have arrested between 300 and 400 persons in Madrid, on 
suspicion that they had evil designs. — Tb. 

t This was one of Napoleon's earliest and worst crimes. He took advantage 
of the excitement produced by the infernal machine to transport to the mortal 
shore of Cayenne, without trial, 130 of the heads of the republican party. 
Some of them were men whose only fault was the having been members of the 
Convention or of the commune of Paris, and not one of them was proved, or 
reafly suspected, of having had anything to do with the conspiracy. — ^Tr. 
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the left, as the river protected the right. The Dpke of Dal- 
matia ordered a movement to turn the left flank of the enemy, 
who, on becoming aware of it, left their position at nightfall, and 
continued to retreat all through the night of the 9th. 300 
English sick and 18 pieces of cannon were found at Lugo. The 
English have destroyed the greater part of their ammunition. 
In the course of the 9th, COO prisoners were taken. We have 
now, therefore, 3000. 700 horses were found killed by them at 
Lugo, which makes their loss in horses amount to 2500. 

The Duke of Dalmatia hoped to arrive on the 10th at Be- 
tanzos, a few leagues from Corunna. The English have 400 
ships at Gonmna. The inhabitants of Gallicia appear to be 
animated by the best spirit. The bishop and clergy of Lugo 
have remained there. The English sacked the town ; they com- 
mit every possible excess. Let this news be put into the news- 
papers. Make arrangements fop the Madrid papers to reach 
y alladolid, and desire your ministers to write to your intendants. 
Two of my gendarmes d'^lite, belonging to the post, have been 
assassinated at the junction of the Ouadarrama and Escurial 
roads. I had requested 25 or 30 of the Eoyal Foreign regiment 
to be sent thither. I see no objection to your taking prisoners 
who may be trusted to form your regiments, but you must take 
no officers. 



[ 493.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

YalladtfUd, Jan. 14, 1809L 

My Oousin, — There must be at Yalladolid a paymaster, and a 
commissary-general, who will have under his direction the whole 
service from Zamora, Astorga, and Leon as far as Segovia, 
Valencia, and Burgos; and a clothing establishment, with a 
director at its head. Materials for clothing must be sent thither 
from Segovia, Valencia, and the neighbouring towns, in order 
that it may be always supplied with shoes, great-coats, and ooata 
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General Lasalle, to Madrid, and a week afterwards to send him 
to join me in Paris. He is a general whose bravery I esteem, 
and who will be of use to me. He most not know for what pur- 
pose I want him. If I require any other officers I will ask yon 
for them, and yon will send them in the same manner with your 
despatches. You must tell every one, and let it be generally 
believed in the army, that I shall return in three weeks or a 
month. In fact, my mere presence in Paris will reduce Austria 
to her usual insignificanee ; and in that case I shall come back 
before the end of October. I shall reach Paris in five days. I 
shall ride post, eight and day, as far as Bourdeaux. During all 
this time Spain will be settling down gently. I have here, under 
the orders of Marshal Bessieres, Kellermann^s division of dra- 
goons, which I received to-day, to hold the north of Spain, from 
Burgos to Gallicia; he will take up his position at Tudela, on the 
Douro, which will secure the communication with Yalladolid. 
I think that, as soon as Saragossa surrenders, you may send for 
the Queen and your children. I have written to desire the King 
of Naples to send an ambassador to Madrid. I have mentioned 
the person whom I wish him to send. I entreat you to write to 
me at length and frankly. You ought to do so ; it is" the only 
way of acquiring my confidence, and my correspondence will 
then be of use to you. I think it advisable in the present state 
of affairs in Europe that the Queen should repair to Marrac after 
the carnival; she might get there by the 25th of February. The 
preparations for her departure may produce a good effect. Write 
to her to be ready to start when I tell her to do so. By that time . 

Saragossa will be taken. There is no reason why the Queen should 
not rest for a fortnight or three weeks at Marrac* I think, | 

therefore, that your family may reach Madrid towards the end of 
February. The news from Eussia is good. Pardo is conducting ' 

himself well at St. Petersburg. Do not leave him in ignorance ; 
write often to him, and send your letters to Champagny. 

P. S. You will find annexed the letters intercepted by Ge- 
neral Lapisse between Zamora and Salamanca. You will see 

* Napoleon's villa near Bayonne. — ^Tb. 
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that on tlie 20th of December the Junta was at Seyille. Yon 
are aware of the importance of occnpying Talayera de la Beyna 
and the bridge of Almaraz. 



INSTETJCnONS FOR THE HEAD OF THE 8TAPF. 

Yalladolid, Jan. 15,1809. 

After the departure of the Emperor the King will command 
tiie army. 

The Chief of the Staff will leave Yalladolid as soon as he 
hears that the English are embarked ; if they have not done so 
within eight days^ and nothing has occurred which appears to 
him to render his presence at Yalladolid necessary, he will go 
to Pari& While at Yalladolid he will continue to give orders 
in the name of the Emperor. 

If Marshal the Duke of Dalmatia should meet with a check, 
which is not to be expected, and the corps of the Duke of 
Elchingen cannot remedy it, Lapisse's division may be moved. 
He will try to communicate with Santander, by sending thither 
a party of 100 foot, in order to give news to General Bonnet, 
who has long been without any. The Chief of the Staff will 
renew at Santander and at Burgos the order to send away the 
wool and the English merchandise by way of Bayonne. 

The Emperor's departure must not be mentioned in the 
general orders* The Dukes of Dalmatia, Elchingeu, and Mon^ 
tebello, must receive direct information of it. The King should 
be informed that it ought to be concealed as long as possible. 
A report should be spread that the Emperor is at Saragossa. Ge- 
neral Camus will remain at Yalladolid as a detached member of 
the Staff. He will correspond directly with the King and with 
the Chief of the Staff in Paris. 

The Emperor leaves the command of his guard to the Duke 
of Istria, who will have his head-guarters at Yalladolid. The 
guard is no part of the army. When the Emperor sends for 
his guard and his equipagesi the fact that his Majesty has ceased 
to command his armies in Spain will be mentioned in the general 
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orders. If omnimstaiioes render the aeirioea of the guard indis- 
pensable, the Ohief of the Staff may employ them. 

As the eorps of the Duke of Dalmatia, saoh as it now is in 
Gallicia, supported by the 2 divisions of the Duke of Elchingen, 
is strong enough to driye off the English, the Emperor wishes 
Heudelet's division not to pass Villa Franoa until the Duke of 
I^klmatia is on his way to Oporto ; one of the Duke of Elchin- 
gen's regiments must then go to Astorgo to keep up the com- 
munications. 

The Chief of the Staff, while at Yalladolid, will attend the 
parade as usual, and see to the unembodied men. He will send 

off on the * the carriages of the 3rd company of the 6th 

battalion of the waggon-train, loaded with the baggage of the 
Duke of Dalmatia's corps. He will give them a new escort ; if 
necessary, they may be delayed a day for that purpose. 

While the Chief of the Staff is at Yalladolid, he will send a 
courier every day to the King. 

On the Emperor's departure the express will be thus ar- 
ranged : — 

There must be at Madrid, and also at Yalladolid, a director 
of the post. The director at Madrid will not send off the ex- 
press until he has received directly the despatches of the French 
ambassador ; they must be put into the bag by the director him- 
self, without being seen by anybody. He will also receive the 
packet of the Maltre des Requites, Fr^ville, and that of the 
Intendant-Qeneral of the army. The most important packet is 
that of the King. 

The director at Yalladolid will not let the express go until he 
has taken the packets of the Duke of Istria. He will order 
those of General Darmagnac to be taken at Burgos, and those of 
General Thi6bault at Yittoria. The Chief of the Staff wQl give 
instructions for this purpose to the director, and to General 
Nansouty. 

The Chief of the Staff will direct General Thi^bault to cor- 
respond with himself at Paris, and with the Duke of Istria at 
Yalladolid. A similar order must be given to General Darmag- 

* Illegible in origiaaL 
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nac at Burgos; to General Blsson, who coramands in Navarre; 
and to the Duke of Montebello, in command before Saragossa. . 

While the Chief of the Staff is at Yalladolid, he will send 
eyery day to the Duke of Dalmatia an aide-de-camp, to be sent 
back to himself as soon as there is anything important. At least 
every other day these aides-de-camp will carry the despatches of 
the Duke of Dalmatia to the Duke of Istria, and even to the 
King, by way of Madrid, if anything should press. 

While the Chief of the Staff is at Yalladolid, he will send 
to Paris in succession his aides-de-camp as they return from Gal- 
licia; and after he has left Yalladolid they will continue their 
route towards Paris, having previously delivered the deefpatches 
addressed to the Duke of Istria. 

The Chief of the Staff will send nearly every day, and when- 
ever it may be requisite, an aide-de-camp to Saragossa, in order 
to amble the Duke of Montebello to send one to Paris whenever 
it is necessary, and at least once in three days. While the Chief 
of the Staff is at Yalladolid he will send every day to the Em- 
peror one of his officiers d'ordonnance with the different reports. 

The Chief of the Staff will leave Yalladolid eight or ten days 
after the Emperor, using his Majesty's relays. When this jour- 
ney is over, all the relays of the Emperor will be collected at 
Yittoria under the guard of the chasseurs, and of one half of the 
gendarmerie d'^lite, which is to be placed there for that ptirpose. 

The Grand-Marshal will furnish the Chief of the Staff with 
a return of the orderly officers and the aides-de-camp. The 
Chief of the Staff should begin sending to Saragossa to-morrow. 

When the Chief of the Staff goes he will advise the Duke of 
Istria to have a parade every day, as the Emperor used to do, to 
examine the soldiers who pass, to let them rest, and then join 
regularly their different corps. 

[496.] Napoleon to Berthiek. 

Valladolid, Jan. 15, 1809. 

My Cousin, — Tell General Treilhard that you have shown to 
me his letter of the 11th of January. It was absurd in him to 
deliver the banditti to the civil authorities; he ought to have 
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brought them before a court martial, and bad them hanged. He 

is right in asking for a battalion of infantry ; he should not have 
parted with the men belonging to the 128th. I haye ordered a 
battalion of the 5th light infuitry to join him. Write to General 
Darmagnao to express my displeasure at his having withdrawn 
the 118th from Aranda before the battalion of the 5th arriyed« 
Order him to correspond twice a week with Marshal Bessi^res at 
Yalladolid. Write to General Bron to correspond in the same 
way with Marshal Bessieres by Aranda ; and write to General 
Treilhard to the same effect. 

I suppose that the 30 carriages belonging to the 6th battalion 
were sent off to-day to the corps of Marshal Soult, and have 
carried the clothing and shoes for that corps. 

[497.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

YalladoHd, Jan. Ift, 1809, 8 kx. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 13th. The 
letter in which you ask me to send back 3 prisoners to Madrid 
has not reached me. You may employ Prince Masserano as yon 
please, provided you do not send him to Paris or to any foreign 
power. In Paris a safe man is necessary; and at the foreign 
courts it is better to have no minister at all, unless you have one 
on whom you can rely. I have sent to the Chief of the Staff 
the papers relating to the Commandant of Yittoria; the 
custom-house officers must not be permitted to stop the stores 
intended for the army.* As yet I have not heard of the arrival 
of one member of the deputation, f I suppose that it will arrive 
in the course of the day ; I shall receive it immediately. I have 
ordered all the towns whose population exceeds 2000 to send 
deputations to Madrid, to present you with a record of those who 
have takeu the oath of allegiance. The more considerable towns 

* Joseph complained that a system of smuggling was oiganised and 
protected hy the French officers under the pretext that the smuggled articles 
were intended for the French army^ and pointed out the commandant of Vitto- 
ria as engaged in it. — ^Tr. 

t A deputation from Madrid taldng. to Napoleon a list of the pensMiB who 
had sworn allegianoe to Joseph.— Tb. 
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iriU Bend to joa propordonably namerons depntations. These 
deputations will inclnde the bishops. Deputies will likewise be 
sent to yon from the chapters, and from all religious oommu- 
nitiee. 



f 498.3 Napoleon to Joseph. 

Yalladolid, Jaa 16, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 14th. I 
suppose that the deputation will arrive to-day, I shall receive it 
immediately^ Tour letters are dry, and tell nothing. I think 
that you ought to have written to me when this depntation started, 
and told me the names of its members. I sent you orderly 
officers, and you sent me back three at once. It would have been 
better to have sent them one after the other, twenty-four hours 
apart ; by this means I should not have been left sixty hours 
without news, which made me for a moment fear that our corre- 
spondence had been interrupted by banditti. You must not write 
to me that you have received such and such a letter of mine, and 
that the orders contained in it have been executed; you must 
repeat to me in detail the order, and state point by point its 
execution. I shall thus have at once before me the orders 
which have -been given, and the manner in which they have been 
performed, and I can see whether they have been understood^ 
Montesquieu must have reached you. Tou will receive immedi- 
ately the instructions drawn up by the Chief of the Staff. I 
hear from Gallicia that the Buke of Dalmatia continues to ad-* 
yanoe, and is constantly picking up some remains of the English* 
There is no news from Saragossa ; we must, however, receive 
some before long. The place was invested on the 22nd ; they 
have therefore had nearly a month to prepare mines* Mining is a 
very slow operation. The Staff of the engineers and artillery 
Started yesterday for Madrid ; they take with them sappers and 
miners and tools. The regiment of Aremberg, which is the 27th 
chasseurs, will rest for a few days at Eio Seco, and afterwards 
proceed to Madrid* This regiment consists of 1000 men and 
1000 horses ; it is almost entirely composed of Belgians. The 
ooort of Aloades at Madrid has acquitted, or only sentenced to 
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impruKnunent^ thirty naoalfl whom Bellkrd amsted; a oonri- 
martial must be appointed to try them over again and ahoot the 
guilty. Give orders immediately that the members of the In- 
quisition, and of the oounoil of Castile who are detained in La 
Poroelaine, be removed to Bayonne, as well as the hundred 
wretches arrested by Belliard. Fire-sixths of the population of 
Madrid are well-disposed, but they require enoouragement, and 
that can only be done by protectmg them against the popnlaoe. 
Here they moved heaven and earth to obtain pardon for the con- 
demned bandits. I refused, I had them hanged, and since then 
I have found that in reality the very people who solicited were 
glad that I did not listen to them. I think it essential that your 
government, particularly at first starting, should show some 
vigour against the mob. The mob loves and respects only those 
whom it fears ; and it is only by being feared by the mob that 
you will acquire the love and esteem of the rest of the nation. 
I send you duplicates of my two letters of yesterday, and of 
several intercepted letters. 

As soon as we have entered Salamanca desire all the letters 
an4 packets to be sent to you. I have heard many reports of 
the death of Florida Blanca,* which is supposed to aooount for 
the letters of the body which calls itself a Junta being signed only 
by a secretary. As soon as I am gone, and you have received 
letters from the Ohief of the Staff, I think that you would do 
well to send one of your officers to Gallicia to be with the Duke 
of Dalmatia, and report to you all that takes place. I do not 
think that Marshal Victor ought to go too far from the Tagns. 
You know that the way to Valencia is through Almanza, turning 
to the right. Desire the works ordered on ike heights above the 
palace, on the right, to be immediately begun. They ought to 
protect the palace, the guards' barracks, and indeed all Uie other 
barracks ; for good sense and experience show that the people of 
Madrid will never behave well till they are properly held in 
check. Order some 24-pounders and mortars to be placed in the 
Betiro; this measure will make the inhabitants manageable and 

* President of the Jtinta of Seville. 
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dooile, which will he an inealcnlahle adyantage to ererjhody. 
There should he twelve 12-inch mortars in the Retire, and as 
many upon the heights ahoYO the palace. The capture of Sara- 
gossa will pnt many at yonr disposal ; and, at any rate, yon may 
send for some to Gallicia. Every day will increase the nunhers 
of my cavalry; the roads are covered with detachments coming 
from the depdts in France to reinforce them. Yon will receive 
besades 4 regiments from Germany, 700 or 800 strong. 

Above all, do not allow yourself to be in want of money; if 
necessary, raise loans from the towns, corporations, and provinces. 
There is abundance of money in Spain ; they would find plenty 
if they wanted to revolt. If my presence became indispensable, 
I think that I might return by the 30th of February, and that I 
might even spend the months of March and April here. You 
know that I hate living in towns. Desire Chamartin to be kept 
fat me, both the house in which I lived and that which is oppo- 
site; let persons be put in to take charge of them, that I may go 
there immediately on my return. 

[499.] Kapoleok to Joseph. 

Valladolld, Jan. le, 1809. 

My Brother,— Garignan has just arrived with your letters of 
the 11th and 13th, so that I received to-day first your letter of 
the 14th, then that of the 13th, and lastly your letter of the 11th. 
It seems that Garignan had a fkll on the way. I have ordered 
all the officers whom you ask me for to be sent back to you. 
There is Pignatelli, who has done us much harm in the province 
of Avila.* Some conscripts have left France to enter your 
guard. The deputation has arrived ; I am to receive it in an 
hour. I then intend to ride for nine hours in order to reach 
Burgos by three in the morning. I have given orders to the 
Chief of the Staff that all the men belonging to the regiments 
of hussars and chasseurs who form part of the provisional regi- 
ments in Aragon, may, with their consent, on reaching Madrid, 

* Charles PignateDi was one of the Spanish officexs whom Joseph wished 
to he sent hack to him.— Tb. 
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be incorporated in your goarcL For instanoe, there are some of 
the Ist and 2nd cbassenrs, and of the 9th, 7th, and 8th hussars ; 
you may take all these detachments. General Belliard ought to 
have a list of them. I am going to order five mounted conscripts 
to he taken from each of the different dep6ts in France, and for- 
warded to Spain. This will make 400 or 500. However 
numerous the Spaniards may be, you must march right on them 
and resolutely. They cannot stand. You should use no manoeu- 
vres or strategy, but go straight at them. Print immediately 
the speeches made to you by the deputations, and the record of 
the oaths taken, and, directly afterwards, make your entry into 
Madrid. I believe that I told you to keep for me the little villa 
of Chamartin and the house opposite, just as I have left them, in 
order that I may know where to go, if on some fine morning I 
find myself again in Madrid. I think that the best way of gov- 
erning Spain is to appoint a junta for each province, to be called 
a royal junta, and to put a governor at its head. Captain- 
generals must not be thought of; they would have neither infiu- 
ence nor authority. I am only speaking now of the first three 
months.. I beg of you to write to me often and at length. 
Everything that is printed, reports, returns of the army, every- 
thing that you send me, I shall be glad to receive. 

P.S. The Chief of the Staff has this instant shown me 
Marshal Jourdan's letters of the 14th.* The enemy must not 
"be suffered to establish himself at Madridejos. Marshal Victor 
may move towards the right, as it is probable that the enemy will 
retire upon Valencia. Besides, the division of General Valence 
would be sufficient. The siege of Saragossa seems to advance. 
The Polish battery which was at Segovia must have reached 
Madrid ; send it to join its division at Toledo. General Valence 
ought to receive instructions to push forward strong parties be- 
yond Madridejos, and to clear the whole country. 

* These letters do not appear. — ^Tb. 
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[500.] Napoleon to Bebthibr. 

Yalladolid. Jan. 16, 1809. 

My Cousin, — Give orders to confiscate all prohibited goods 
in Gallicia, especially those which came firom England daring the 
rebellion. 



[501.] Napoleon to Joskph. 

ToIladoUd, Jan. 17, 1809, 6 P.X. 

My Brother, — ^I receiyed the deputation yesterday evening 
at 9 o'clock. Put their addresses to me into the newspapers, and 
make your entry into Madrid. I desired the deputies to report 
to you all that I said to them. The fog last night was so damp 
and thick that I deferred my departure till this morning. It is 
nearly 6 o'clock, and I am going to mount my horse. . I leave 
here my guard, my baggage, and my household. The news from 
Gallicia is still that my troops continue to advance and pick up 
remains of the British army. If the enemy appears in any 
direction within six or seven days' march from Madrid, do not 
suffer it, fall upon him immediately. I reprimanded the aloades 
for not condemning to death the wretches who were arrested. 
They justified themselves not very intelligibly, by saying that they 
required some sort of permission from the king. Everything 
must be done to ensure a proper termination of these trials and 
to make striking examples. Great robberies are committed to- 
wards Las Rosas : you cannot allow this so near Madrid. You 
must send in pursuit of the criminals 2 or 3 columns of 50 men 
each, and a detachment of cavalry. As the towns of Tore and 
Saragossa were in arms when captured, I have levied a contribu- 
tion of 500,000 francs upon one province, and 1,000,000 on the 
other; this will help to pay the army. All colonial and British 
goods have been confiscated in Gallicia. It is a general measure^ 
and has taken place at Leipzic, at Hamburgh, in short, every- 
where. I have directed the regiment of Aremberg to rest for 
five or six days at Eio Seco ; it comes from the farther end of 
Denmark ; but my orders allow it to proceed to Madrid, if you 
think that you will want it. I have left in my house plate to the 
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value of 1,000,000 fruios, and in the Dominican oonyant abont 
150,000 francs' worth; I have ordered it to be oonyerted into 
specie, and it may be employed in paying the army, but it bad 
better receive your stamp ; order a die to be prepared immedi- 
ately, and 1,000,000 francs' worth of your coinage to be stmck. 
To save time, you may leave the piastre unchanged both in weight 
and fineness, reserving to yourself the power of altering the . . 
• . .* at another time. If yon thus oironlate a coinage of your 
own, I wUl send to Spain the pay of the troops in ingots. Your 
coinage will be increa8ed,t and that always has a good political 
effect 



[502.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Jan. 19, 1809. 

My Cousin, — I have desired the 10th marching battalion, 
composed of conscripts whom I found at Irun, to proceed to St. 
Sebastian, and- to wait there for further orders. I have ordered 
the battalions of the 28th, 58th, and 32nd, 3000 men strong, to 
proceed to Madrid by way of Aranda. When they reach Mad- 
rid, the battalions are to be equalised, and a few old soldiers put 
into the 4tL The companies have marched 180 strong, in order 
that some part of them may be spared. I have ordered a 
detachment of 400 men of the 32nd, and an equal number of 
the 12th, to proceed to Madrid to be incorporated in the 4th bat- 
talion of the latter regiment. If the cadres of the 5th battal- 
ions are there, send them back. An equal detachment of the 
2nd and 4th light infantry is to join the Puke of Dabnatia. 
Let them remain for a week at Yalladolid, and then send them 
by the shortest road whithersoever the Duke may be. 

These are the changes to be made in the route. 

Arrange these things so as to allow another day between 
Bourdeaux and Bayonne ; let them rest for two days at Bayonne ; 
take two days to go from Bayonne to Irun. Let the troops rest 
at Tolosa, Yittoria, and Burgos. Whenever a detachment is in- 
tended for Madrid, it should go thither straight by way of Aranda, 

* lUegiUe.— Ed. f By ooixung thenu— Ts. 
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where it should lialt ; these detachments should consist of at least 
400 men, and take three days between Burgos and Aranda. It is 
essential to spare the detachments going to Madrid the great 
detour bj YalladoUd. For this purpose, a staff-officer should be 
established at Burgos, where he will be better placed than at Yal- 
ladolid. The route from Yittoria to Irun seemed to me to be 
well arranged : not so that from Burgos to Yittoria. I remarked 
that there were many both horse and foot soldiers in all the towns. 
It would be well to send an adjutant to oblige every man to join 
his regiment. 

Let General Thouyenot know that I have sent to him another 
battalion, and that he should occupy in force the post of Passage, 
and let his conscripts be exercised twice a-day. This battalion, 
added to the one he had before, will enable him to send back to 
their regiments all the men who do not belong to him, but he 
must be particularly careful that they want neither clothing nor 
arms. He must apply to Kellermann for whatever is required. 
You will order Kellermann to supply him. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

The letters in this chapter extend from the 24th of January 
1809 to the 12th of April. Daring this time Napoleon was in 
or near Paris, engaged first in the negotiations, and afterwards 
in the preparations, which preceded the war with Austria of 
1809. 



['503.] Napolbon to Joseph. 

Parlfl, Jan. 24, 1S09. 

My Brother, — I send you a letter from M. Ohampagny, con- 
tainiog some details coDcerning the affairs of Spain. I arrived 
here on the 23rd at 8 o'clock in the morning in excellent health. 
All is going on well here. 

[504.] Napolison to Joseph. 

Paris, Jan. 26, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^You mentioned having sent me a large cargo 
of quinine. All that has arrived does not amount to more than 
468 arrobas or 2450 lbs., gross weight. This is not the tenth 
part of what you announced to me. Let me know if you have 
sent some in other ways. 

[505.] Napoleoit to Joseph. 

Paiia, Jan. 27, 1809. 

My Brother, — I received your letter of the 15th at 11 o'clock 
at night, and also one from Marshal Victor. I am waitiog to 
hear the consequences of the battle of Alcazar, and that he has 
overtaken and dispersed the rest of the Duke of In&ntado's 
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armj. The Emperor of Kussia has written to you a letter 
which M. de KomanzofF will send to you. M. de Strogonoff has 
received his letters of credit.* He has reached Vienna, and he 
is coming to Paris, whence he will return to Madrid ; you may 
announce him in your newspapers. I have ordered a Spanish 
regiment to be formed, and I have given the command of it to 
General Kindelau. It is being assembled and trained at Nancy. 
Send the prisoners to France ; keep only those whom you can 
trust. As a general rule it is best to form regiments in France, 
which can be sent to you, but this need not interfere with your 
forming those which I have already recommended. 

My prompt arrival in Paris has already changed the tone of 
Austria, and fear has succeeded to her arrogance and her extreme 
confidence. The conscription continues to be levied with ra- 
pidity, and numerous detachments are marching towards Italy 
and the Khine. Let Marshal Victor know that I have granted 
the favours which he asked for General Villate, Colonel Meunier, 
Ghef-de-bataillon Eeyeau, Colonel Mouton, Jamin, Rouzi^, of 
the engineers. Adjutant-commandant Aym6, the Chefs-d'escadron 
Chdteau (Auguste), Leroy (Francois), Leroy-Duverger, &c. &o 
Among the 12,000 balls found at Zamora with other ordnance, 
of which I send you a list, there may be some 24-pound shot 
which is wanted for the guns at Madrid. The four mortars are 
also necessary for arming the fortifications of Madrid. 



[506.] Napoleon to General DEjkAN. 

Paris, Jan. 37, 1»J9. 

M. G6n6ral D^jean, — The provisional adjutants who have 
been appointed in Spain are poor creatures. I think that it 
is better not to send all the conunissaries to Spain; there are 
enough there. The rest must be kept for the armies of the 
Bhine. 



* To Joseph. He had been Russian Minister at the conrt of Charles IV 
Joseph thought him friendly to the Bonrbons. — Ts. 
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[507.] Nafoleoh to Jobkph. 

Paris, Jan. 88, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I hare receiyed your letters of the 15th and . 

16tL Pray number your letters in future ; so the first which I 

you write to me after the receipt of this letter will be No. 3 ; 
I have ordered the same thing to be done with my letters. We ' 

may thus be sure that we have not lost any. I 

The suppression of your apanage was part of a general mea- 
sure ; remarks were made about it, and I did not choose it to 

appear in the accoxmts : but you need not be in the least uneasy.* 

> 

[ 508.J Nafoleoh to Bbbtrieb. | 

Paris, Feb. 8, 180ft. i 

My Cousin, — Draw up yourself a list of what will be required 
by the 5th and 6th corps, the fortress of Burgos and that of 
Talladolid, in order that the money may be sent thither straight 
from Bayonne. It must not be sent first to Madrid, to be | 

brought back again to Saragossa, which might be difficult 

Order 200,000 rations of biscuit to be sent from Bayonne to 
Pampeluna, and ask for exact returns of the state of the fortifi- 
cations and provisions; if you have them, send them to me. 
Desire the 4 mortars and other ordnance at Zamora to be for- 
warded to Madrid for the defence of the Retire. Give this order , 
directly to Marshal Bessi^res, and give notice of it to the king. 
As to the castle of Zamora, it must be furnished with ammuni- } 
tion, a small garrison, and a commandant This castle will serre 
as a basis of operations, as 200 men are sufficient to defend it. [ 
A oonyalescent hospital should be established within its walls for i 
Lapisse's division. I 



[ 509.] NjLFOLBOir to Joseph. 

Parte, Feb. 8^ 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letters of the 24th and 
25th. I wish the confiscated estates to be mine ; to make sure 

* Napoleon continaed in fact to pay this pension of 1,500,000 fr. oat of 
his own privy pone to the Qaeen of Spain, who never qnitted Pari& — Ed. 
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of the allegiance of the Spanish families it onght not to be in 
your power to restore them.* I am sorry that yon are changing 
the system of government at Madrid, and becoming too indulgent. 
Nothing could be worse than to allow the prisoners to remain 
there and have intercourse with the people, and to take 3000 of 
them for your regiments. O'Farrill committed a great error 
when he allowed the dispersion of the Spanish army. Do you 
wish for a repetition of what took place at this time last year ? 
The prisoners ought to be sent to France. You may fill the 
oadres of your regiments, putting safe officers at their head, not 
with prisoners, but with deserters, and with men who wish to 
quit the insurgent army. I am raising a regiment of prisoners 
in France, composed chiefly of those who have been here for 
some time. You must show some severity, and excite no false 
or premature hopes ; or the men whose arms you restore will 
assassinate the French, and turn those arms against you on the 
first hope of success. It is a pity that when the members of the 
council of Castile were arrested they were not permitted to come 
to France. A residence of two or three years in France would 
have changed their ideas, and they might have been turned into 
useful citizens. 

[510.] Nafoi<eon to Joseph. 

ParlB, Feb. 7, 1809. 

My Brother, — I am waiting to speak to the Queen of her 
departure, till I hear of the fall of Saragossa. I wish Belliard 
to retain the governorship of Madrid, and Fr^ville the manage- 
ment of affairs relating to the confiscated estates which I take 
for myself. It is more important to destroy these ten families 
than to get rid of the Bourbons. My aide-de-camp Laooste was 
killed on the Ist of February before Saragossa. We were mas- 
ters of part of the town. 

According to the rules of war, the movement on Merida should 
not be unmasked until the Duke of Dalmatia reaches Oporto, 
and he cannot be there before the end of the month. 

* Joseph wished to keep for himself the houses and fumitore of the ten 
families whom Napoleon had selected for confiscation. — ^Tb. 
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You ought not to allow the enemj to establiah himself either 
at Cuen^a, or in the plain of the Mansanaree. Keep Sebastiani's 
division at Madrid, and provide in every way for their comfort. 
They are your best troops in an emergency. If I had m<mey I 
would willingly send you some ; but my expenses are enormoua. 
My cavalry amounts to more than 100,000. The new conserip- 
tion which I am levying costs me an immense sum. 



[511.] Napoleoit to Joseph. 

Paris, Feb. 17, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letters. Marshal Ney 
has more troops than are wanted for Gallicia; his notions are 
absurd : when he wants 3000 men for Corunna and 4000 for 
Ferrol, he requires what is impracticable. Give strict orders for 
the complete disarming of these two towns. Subdue them by 
making examples of the worst characters. Construct an intrench- 
ment or species of citadel in which the French garrison may take 
refuge and hold the town. Never think of weakening your main 
force by keeping up garrisons. 



[512.] Bebthieb to Net. 

Feb. 18, 1809. 

I have laid before the Emperor, M. le Due, your letters of i 

the 29th and 30th of January. His Majesty does not approre 
the plan of placing a garrison of 3000 men in Corunna or in ' 

Ferrol. 

This is the Emperor's view of your position : — 
G-allicia is a peninsula with more than 100 leagues of coast. 
If you cannot guard the whole, you can overlook the whole ; if 
you cannot occupy the batteries which keep off the English, you ' 

can require the inhabitants to man them. By making expedi- ) 

tions with moveable columns you can punish any misbehaviour. 
As a general rule, you should haye many troops in motion 
and few stationary. In order to follow out the Emperor's plans, 
the first thing to do is to choose a centre of operations, which 
ought to be on the road between Ferrol and Astorga, Yoa 
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dioiild select a small town, protected by its sitoation from a conp- 
de-main; such, for instance, as Lugo. You should collect there 
your magazines, your hospitals, both for the sick and for the con- 
Tftleseent, yonr park of artillery, and your means of transport, 
80 that the columns which you keep watching the coast may be 
able to unite at Lugo without losing a man, a hospital, or even a 
wa^on. Thus, if even the whole proFince were in insurrection, 
you need lose nothing, all your resources being collected in your 
depdt, the centre of your operations. You will take care to keep 
there well-provided magazines and a reserve of 200,000 rations 
of biscuit. This being done, you may garrison Ferrol with a 
regiment of infantry, two squadrons and four guns, commanded 
by a brigadier-general. In Corunna you may place one battal- 
ion, one squadron, and two guns. You will place at Betanzos a 
brigadier-general, the two other battalions, and 100 horse with 
two guns, which will render safe the communication with your 
general depdt. The two points of Ferrol and Corunna will thus 
be occupied. You will order the commandants of these places 
each to raise a redoubt, where, under unforeseen circumstances, 
they may defend themselres until you come to their assistance. 
Ferrol and Corunna will thus be advanced posts : in neither of 
them ought more than 100 sick to be left ; all above this number 
should be sent to the general depdt. Their garrisons should 
always be ready to retire to the general depdt on twenty-four 
hours' notice. 

The moveable column, consisting of a regiment of infantry, 
a few hundred horse, and two guns, may be charged with watch- 
ing Vigo and Tuy, and should be ordered to be stationary nowhere, 
but to present itself frequently at the important points of the 
coast to make examples. The commander of this column will 
avoid having any incumbrances by sending them all to the gene- 
ral depdt : its action may extend even as far as Santiago. You 
will thus, M. le Mar^chal, find yourself at the head of six 
regiments of infantry, collected in your central point of opera- 
tions for the purpose of marching wherever it may be expedient, 
and even to assist the Duke of Dalmatia if extraordinary unfore- 
seen circumstances should make it necessary. 

Vol. II.— 3. 
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Your first operation, M. le Bao, is to select your oentral 
point of operations where your magairines, parks, hospitals, aad 
means of transport are to be collected. 

Your second is to disarm the inhabitants of Ferrol and 
Cornnna, taking especial care to seise their fire-arms, to arrest 
the most disaffected, and to send to Yalladolid thirty hostages; 
you may then leave the duties of police to the Spanish authorities. 

Your third business is to reduce to submission all who are in 
arms towards Orensa. 

Lastly, your fourth object ought to be to make use of Mardtt 
and April, when nothing is to be feared on the coast of Gallicia, 
to subdue ,the Asturias. 

The marching battalions belonging to your corps will hold 
Benevento, Astorga, and Yilla Franca, will rest there, and be 
relieved successively by the new-comers. 

Such, M. le Due, is the manner in which you should conduct 
your operations. Look for no reinforcements; think it more 
probable that one of your divisions may be called away. Or- 
ganize the province and make examples ; severe and well-chosen 
examples do more than garrisons. Lastly, until the Duke of 
Dalmatia is in Lisbon, and in communication with Madrid, watdi 
what happens to him and support him. 

[513.] Joseph to Nafoueon. 

Feb. 19, 1809. 

Sire, — It grieves me to infer from your letter of the 6th of 
February that, with respect to the affairs at Madrid, you listen 
to persons who are interested in deceiving you. I have not your 
entire confidence, and yet without it my position is not tenable. 
I shall not repeat all that I have frequently written on the state 
of the finances. I devote to business all my faculties from 7 in the 
morning till 11 at night. I have not a farthing to give to any- 
body. I am in the fourth year of my reign, and my guards are 
still wearing the coats which I gave to them four years ago. All 
complaints are addressed to me; all prejudices are opposed to 
me. I have no real power beyond Madrid, and even at Madrid 
I am every day counteracted by people who grieve that things 
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are not managed according to their own system. Thej accoso 
me of being too mild ; they would become infamous if I were 
more severe and left them to the judgment of the tribunals. 

Tou thought proper to sequester the property of ten families ; 
more than twice that number have been thus treated. Officers 
are in possession of every habitable house ; 2000 servants belong- 
ing 'to the sequestered families have been turned into the streets. 
All beg ; the boldest try to rob and to assassinate my officers. All 
those who with me sacrificed their positions in the kingdom of 
Naples are still billeted on the inhabitants. Without any capital, 
without any revenue, without any money, what can I do ? This 
picture, dark as it is, is not exaggerated. I am not dismayed ; I 
shall surmount these difficulties. Heaven has given to me quali- 
ties which wUl enable me to triumph over obstacles and enemies, 
but what Heaven has not given to me is a temper capable of 
bearing the opposition and the insults of those who ought to 
serve me, and, above all, a temper capable of enduring the dis- 
pleasure of one whom I have too much loved to be able ever to 
hate him. 

If, then. Sire, my whole life does not entitle me to your 
perfect confidence ; if you think it necessary to surround me by 
poor creatures who make me blush for myself; if I must be 
insulted even in my own capital ; if I am denied the right of 
naming the governors and the commanders who are always before 
me, and make me contemptible to the Spaniards and powerless to 
do good ; if, instead of judging me by results, you put me on my 
trial in every detail — under such circumstances. Sire, I have no 
alternative. I am King of Spain only through the force of your 
arms ; I might be so through the love of the Spanish people, but 
for that purpose I must govern them in my own way. I have 
often heard you say, every animal has its instinct and ought to 
follow it. I will be such a king as the brother and the friend of 
your Majesty ought to be, or I will return to Mortefontaine, 
where I ask for no happiness but to live without humiliation and 
to die with a good conscience. 

Only a fool remains long in a false position. In forty years 
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of life I have learnt only what I knew almost the be^nning, that 
all is vanity except a good conscience and self-esteem. 

A Spaniard has let me know that he has been ordered to gire 
to Marshal Daroc, day by day, an exact accomit of all that I do. 
I am complained of for having allowed five councillors of Castile 
to return, while fifbeen more were free. Why did I do so ? Be- 
cause advantage had been taken of their absence to pillage their 
houses. Sire, my misery is as much as I can bear; what I 
deserve and what I expect from you is consolation and encour- 
agement ; without them the burthen becomes intolerable : t must 
slip from under it before it crushes me. 

If there is on earth a man whom yon esteem or love more 
than you do me, I ought not to be King of Spain, and my happi- 
ness requires me to cease to be so. 

I write to you my whole thoughts, for I will not deceive you 
or myself. 

I do not choose to have an advocate with you ; as soon as that 
becomes necessary I retire. During my whole life I shall be 
your best, perhaps your only, friend. I will not remain King of 
Spain unless you can think this of me. Many illusions have left 
me ; I cling a little to that of your friendship ; necessary as it is 
to my happiness, I ought not to continue to risk losing it by 
playing the part of a dupe. 

[514.] Napoleon to Jossfh. 

Puis, Feb. 20, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I have received all your letters. I believe 
that Boederer has asked the senate for leave of absence in order 
to join you. I am most anxious to hear that the country between 
Badajoz and the Tagus has been conquered, and that your king- 
dom is tranquil 

[515.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, Feb. 21, 1809. 

My Brother, — The chief of the staff has sent to you his mili- 
tary instructions. I am sorry to see that you have dismissed the 
chief commissioner of police from Madrid. I had already sent 
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one to LisboiL You astonished me by giving as a reason that the 
constitution forbids yon to retain him.* Tell me whether it is 
forbidden by the constitution that the King of Spain should be 
at the head of 300,000 French troops, that the garrison of 
Madrid should be French, that the governor of Madrid should 
be a Frenchman ? Does the constitution say that the houses in 
Saragossa are to be blown up one after the other ? It must be 
owned that these views are narrow and pitifdl. You must not 
give way to temper and to petty passions ; your views should be 
calm and suitable to your position. The regiment which was 
formed at Leon has deserted with its arms and baggage ; f the 
other regiments- will do the same. Assassinations already take 
place in the streets of Madrid; if a commissioner of police were 
established at Madrid on the French system this would not 
happen. You will not be able to govern Spain without vigour 
and energy. Your pretensions to indulgence and clemency will 
do no good; you will be applauded as long as my armies are 
victorious, you will be abandoned when they are beaten. Some 
of the members of the council of Castile whom you set at liberty 
have rejoined the rebels. Considering the time that you have been 
in Spain and the events which you have seen, you ought to un- 
derstand the Spanish nation. As for police, employ people who 
will be of use, whoever they may be, and accustom yourself to 
consider your mere royal authority as worth very little. 



[516.] Napolbon to Joseph. 

Paris, Pel). Sr, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 17th of 
February in answer to my letter No. 2,^ of which you think that 
you have a right to complain, as well as of the advice given to 
the commander-in-ohief of my armies in Spain. My letter does 
not justify or even account for many passages in yours. I think 

* Joseph had sent away from Madrid to Lisbon a M. Lagazde, sent to him 
by Fouch6 as head of the police. — Tb. 

t It was fonned by the Emperor's orders.— -Ed. 
X The letter of the 6th Febmaxy.— Tb. 
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that if yon were to read it oyer again calmly you would share 
my opinion. I earnestly hope that eyents may not oblige you 
some day to acknowledge that there were many things in my letter 
requiring consideration. 



[ 517.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

PaIl^ MttToh 4) 1809. 

My Brother, — I have received yonr letter of the 22nd of 
February. You were wrong in sending reinforcements to Sara- 
gossa, there were quite enough troops there already ; sappers and 
miners were more wanted. Generals are always making fresh 
demands — it is in the nature of things : there is not one who cazi 
be trusted in that respect. It is natural that a man who has 
only one duty to perform should think only of that ; the more 
troops he has, the more he ensures success. It is a great mistake 
to consider their requests when they cannot be granted. 



[518.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Puis, March 6, 1809. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 25tL Why 
does not Marshal Ney carry the Asturias ? What is the use of 
his lining the coast? If the country is not impracticable on 
account of the snow, he ought by this time to have conquered it 



[ 519.] Napoleon to Bebthdsb. 

Paris, Mareh 0, 1909. 

My Cousin,— ^Order the portion of my guard which is left at 
Yalladolid, namely, the infantry, cavalry, and artillery, to proceed 
to Yittoria, where it will receive further directions : so that not 
one man belonging to my guard may be on the other side of Yit- 
toria. Give the same orders with respect to my horses, and 
everything belonging to my stables which may be still at Yalla- 
dolid. 



\ 
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[520.3 Napoleon to Dejean. 

Paris, March 9, 1809. 

M. le General Dejean, — I send you back yonr return, that 
you may make in it t^e changes necessary in consequence of two 
decrees which I haye issued this week ordering the incorporation 
of the provisional regiments which are in Spain into different 
corps, and the men and horses to be struck off the lists of their 
former regiments. By one of these decrees several detachments 
from the depots in Spain are to be sent to the armies of the 
Bhine. I have decided on making the infantry return from the 
depot of Niort to their respective depots. It is useless to send 
horses to Spain. Considering our present circumstances, there is 
too much cavalry in Spain. This measure will reduce the 
expenses. 

[ 521.3 Napoleon to Joseph. 

Bambonillet, l£arch 11, 1809. 

My Brother, — I have read an article in the ' Gikzette de 
Madrid,' giving an account of the fall of Saragossa. The defend- 
ers of the town are covered with praise ; of course in order to 
encourage those of Valencia and Seville. This is indeed strange 
policy. There cannot be one Frenchman who has not the most 
thorough contempt for the defenders of Saragossa. Those who 
make suqh blunders are more dangerous to our cause than the 
rebels. I do not think that OTarill had any bad intentions, 
but this is his second offence of the kind. 

In one of his proclamations he has most improperly alluded 
to Sagontum. 

[522.3 Napoleon to Joseph. 

EamboQlllet, March 18, 1809. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 2nd of 
March. I am impatiently waiting to hear that the Duke of 
Belluna has swept all before him, and that he is marching upon 
Andalusia. Everything here is warlike, and my armies are being 
assembled and prepared in Germany. 
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[528.] Napoubov to B eh t hiek 

Barobonniet, IfATch 14, 180». 

My Coasin, — Order the three companies belonging to the 
principal battalion of artillery-driyerg of my gaard which were 
at Saragossa to start for Paris twelve honrs after they reoeire 
your order. They will transfer their horses to the other bat- 
talions if wanted, if not they will bring them with them. Desire 
these troops to make as much haste as possible. 

Order the sixteen waggons containing tools at Saragossa, and 
a company of sappers and miners, to be sent without delay to 
Bourdeaux, where they will receive further orders. 

[524.] "Sapoleos to Bebthieh. 

Bambonfflet, March li, 1909L 

My Cousin, — ^Write to the general in command of the artillery 
of the army of Spain, and to the general in command at Sara- 
gossa, and desire them to arm and fortify the citadel, to place 
mortars upon it, and to let the park of artillery be put under its 
protection. When you send me Marshal Jourdan's correspond- 
ence, let an abstract be made of it, in order that, in the midst of 
my various occupations, I may see what is important. Send me 
a summary of what you have written to Saragossa. Repeat the 
order for all the dismounted men in the cavalry depdts of Awinfia^ 
Madrid, Palencia, Pampeluna, &c., to proceed to Bayonne. Ask 
Marshal Jourdan for a return of the army of Spain on the 15th 
of March. I get no returns from that army, and I do not know 
in what state it is. Write to General Kellermann for a list of 
the troops in the depdt of Bayonne. 

[ 525.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, March 16, 1809. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 7th March. 
I cannot imagine how the pay should be in arrear. I have large 
fands at Bayonne ; how is it that the paymaster-general does not 
remit ? He must be a fooL 

I am giving orders. Everything is warlike. Bnssia iaoii 
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m J ffide against Eogland, Spain - (as it is called), Austria, and 
Turkey. 

[526.] Napoleon to DtocAN* 

Paris, Karcfa ir, 1809. 

M. D^jean, — ^No Spanish prisoners mnst be kept at Bajonne 
or Boordeanz. Order all those who are there to be forwarded to 
Saintes and Angonl6me. Take measures to prevent any Spanish 
prisoners from passing through Bourdeaux. 

[627.3 Napoleon to Berthieb. 

Paris, llareh 17, 1809. 

My Cousin,— Write to Marshal Jourdan and to the Due de 
Valmy, and to the different general officers, that they are in 
fdture to correspond with the minister of war, as you are ap^ 
pointed head of the staff of the army of Germany. Repeat the 
order that all the men at Santander and Bilbao, belonging to the 
1st and 2nd proyisional regiments at Bayonne, join their respectiro 
oorps. 



[628.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Halmalflon, March SI, 1809. 

My Broker,— I hare received your letter of the 11th March. 
All that is taking place in Gallicia is in consequence of the Duke 
of Elchingen's error in establishing his head-quarters at Corunna 
instead of a more central position, at Lugo for instance, or even 
dtill nearer to the frontier. Corunna and Ferrol ought to have 
been occupied only by heads of columns. I presume that as 
soon as the Duke of Belluno has commenced his measures you 
will support him with all your available troops. You have at 
Madrid the division of Sebastiani, of Dessolles, and the Poles. 
Tou must take care that the Duke of Belluno has his three di- 
visions and that of General Leval quite complete. He will want 
much cavalry in Andalusia, especially as the enemy will have 
very little; for though the English may have some infantry, they 
cannot have any cavalry. All my troops are in Germany. The 
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Bake of Anentndt is at Wiinbarg with the army of the Rhine ; 
the Prince of Ponte Corro is at Dresden ] the Duke of Rivoli 10 
at Ulm with the army of observation of the Rhine ; G^eral 
Oadinot is with his corps apon the Lech ; the Bavarians oociiqpy 
the Inn ; my army of Italy is assembled on the Tagliamento. An 
inconceivable warlike fury has seised Austria; she has taken 
sobsidies from England; bat in the middle of these warlike 
preparations oar two cabinets continue to communicate amicably. 
One would think us the best friends in the world. Russia sop* 
ports me in every way. The court of Vienna has no voice in the 
matter, and, like the court of Aranjuez, is carried away by a fac- 
tion stronger than itself My carriages are gone, but I am not yet 
quite determined upon starting myself. I have been forced to 
famish a fresh supply of artillery carriages and military trans- 
ports, and to remount part of my eavalry, to make up for the 
deficit caused by the affairs of Spain. All this throws me into 
enormous expenses. Push on your operations with vigour, for the 
hot weather will soon set in. The fortifications of Madrid ought 
soon to be ready ; therefore, should the worst happen, 2000 men 
will soon be in perfect security within theuL 



[ 529.] Obdebs of Napoueoic. 

Kareli U, 1800. 

M. le G^n6ral Clarke, — All the infantry of my guard, coming 
from Spain, is to travel post to Paris. It is composed of three 
parties,— one of 1000 chasseurs and grenadiers, who are to reach 
Poitiers to-morrow ; a second of two regiments of fusiliers and 
the remainder of the grenadiers and chasseurs, altogether 6000 
men, who ought already to have arrived at Bayonne ; a third of 
three battalions belonging to the rear-guard of the chasseursy 
grenadiers, and fusiliers, in the whole 1200 men, who will reach 
Bayonne in a few days. 

Desire General Walther to send an officer of my guard to 
superintend the execution of this order. Let the troops make 
three days' march every day, and reach Paris as soon as possible. 

Order the cavalry, the artillery, and other detachments of the 
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guard, to hastra their march from Bonrdeauz to Paris withoat 
too much tiriiig their horses. I trast this to the superior officers. 
Order the surgeons belonging to my guard to travel hither 
by post 

[680.] Napoleon to Josepb. 

t>arla» Manh 85, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^War appears imminent ; I haye sent off my 
carriages. One of my couriers has been stopped by the Austrian 
police at Braunau. I wish to have General Lasalle. Generals 
of cavalry in Spain do not require much experience. Put whom- 
floever you like in his place, and send him to me without delay. 



[531.] NAFOLBoif TO Joseph. 

Paris, Moroh 27, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I cannot understand what you mean about 
M. Fr^yille's correspondence.* You imagine me to be much 
more occupied with that subject than I really am. I take for 
myself the estates of twelve proscribed families, and I have no 
other pretensions. I read to-day five numbers of a newspaper 
called the ' Courier Espagnol,' written in French ; I do not know 
what purpose it is intended to serve. If it is to act upon the 
army, ought I not to have known who the editor was, and how 
far he could be trusted ? If it is intended to influence France 
and Europe, that matter might have been very well left to me, at 
least as far as France is concerned. This paper indulges in 
literary discussions on Paris, and is the Don Quixote of Spain 
against France. If it were written in Spanish, and for the 
Spaniards, this would be only absurd-; but in French it is also 
improper. France, engaged as she is in so cruel a war in Spain, 
ought at least to hope to regenerate and liberalize that country. 
They must be ill disposed who, at such a time as this, publish in 
French that Spain was well governed under Charles III., and 

* Joseph had complained that M. de Fr^ville, who managed for the 
£mperor the estates confiscated from certain Spanish families, corresponded 
direody with the Emperor and disobeyed Joseph.^TB. 
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gire a pompons eulogy of a man like Jorellanos, irlio is nnknown 
in Europe, and who is oar bitter, nnrelenting enemy. This news- 
paper must be suppressed, or published in Spanish. I have 
ordered all copies of it to be stopped. The Minister of War is 
writing to you about your military operations, which appear to 
me to be very feeble. You must re-«stablish at any price your 
communications with the Duke of Elchingen and with the Duke 
of Dalmatia. It seems that a month has elapsed since letters 
have been received from the Duke of Elchingen, and that La 
Romana has been permitted to place himself between Gallioia 
and the Castiles. If this should continue, the a&irs of Spain 
will get rapidly worse. Those operations must be conducted wiib 
great care and activity. The Prince of Neufohdtel is just start- 
ing. I am assured on aU sides that Austria will attack Bayaria 
in a few days« 



{582.} Obdebs of Napolbok. 

Msrdh 27, 1809. 

M. le Gdn^ral Clarke, — Some intriguers are publishing at 
Madrid a newspaper in French, called the ' Courier Espagnol/ 
whidb may hare the worst effect. Write to Marshal Jourdan 
that no French paper is to be allowed in Spain, and that this one 
is to be suppressed. I do not intend any French paper to be 
circulated where I have troops, unless it is published by my 
orders. Besides, do not th^ French receive newspapers from 
France ? As for the Spaniards, they should be addressed in 
their own language. Your letter on this subject should be a 
positive order. 

[533.] Obdebs of Napoleon. 

Maroh 28, 1809. 

M. le G6n6ral Clarke, — ^Write to Q-eneral Eellermann, who 
is in command at Yalladolid, that I am sorry to see that the 
hospitals in Biscay and in Old Castile are in need of necessary 
articles; that it is his duty to furnish them with mattresses;. 



Uaakets, sheets, &e., and to take care that his reqii]mti0iui aM 
obeyed in the eountry. 

Give the same orders to the commandants of Pampeltina, 
St. Sebastian, Burgos, Vittoria, Bilbao, and Santander, and 
atimnlate their seal in this respect. 



[584.] Obdseu oif Napoleon. 

Msroh 81, 1809. 

M. le 06n4ral Clarke, — Order the Duke of Yalmy to place a 
oolomn on the borders of Aragon, towards . . . .* to keep np 
the communication with Jaca. Yon will let him know that I 
order Adjutant-commandant Lomet to collect his moveable column 
in that fort; that it is to be victualled; that a company of 
artillery of the line and two engineer officers are to be placed 
there ; and that it is to be made capable of keeping the commu- 
nication open between Saragossa and France. 

You will order the general who commands in Aragon to 
place 1000 men in Jaca, under Adjutant-commandant Lomet, 
with a company of artillery, two engineer officers, a superior officer 
of artillery, and a commissariat officer ; to victual the place for 
six months, in order to keep the valley quiet, and to maintain the 
communication direct and uninterrupted between Pau and Sara- 
gossa. Desire the commandant of Aragon to open a shorter 
communication by that road. 

[6d5.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Parte, April 2, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^Things are going on very ill in Spain. How 
is it possible that you should be so long without news of the 
Duke of Elchingen, and that, in spite of La Romana's manoeuvres 
between Gallicia and Castile, combined with the insurrection of 
the Asturias, you should march the division of Lapisse upon the 
south, instead of employing it in the north ? I cannot under- 
stand all this, and I foresee nothing but misfortunes. The north 
will again rise, and the losses which I shall sustain in quelling 

* I]lagiUe.-^Ei>. 
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ihefle partial inBoneetioiw wiU be equivalent to agreat defevk 
You are deoeived bj false reports and by hopes of La Bomana's 
submission. During this time the firagments of his army are 
re-organising themselires, and for the kst month they have been 
left to do so without interruption. In Spain the north is all- 
important. The first thing, therefore, to be done is to re-establish 
communications with the Duke of Elohingen. 



[586.] Orders of Nafoleoit. 

April^lSOlL 

M. le G^^ral Olarke, — Order General Suohet to repair to 
Saragossa and to take the command of the 8rd corps. The Duke 
of Abrant^s is to return as soon as he is replaced by General 
Suohet. 



[587.] Obdebs of Nafolbon. 

April 6,1809. 

M. le General Clarke, — ^Write to the Duke of Abrant^s 
that before he leaves Aragon he is to settle three important 
points : — 

1. To fix, in concert with the commanding officer of engineers, 
upon a plan for a fortress at Tudela, and for a redoubt upon the 
heights, with detached lines to keep up the communication with 
the river. These works are to be for the present of earth, but to 
be capable of being faced with stone, so as to become a good 
fortress. 

2. To make the castle of Saragossa capable of sustaining a 
siege, and to place in it six mortars commanding the town. 

3. To let all the artillery return to Franoe. 

It is necessary that there should be a colonel of engiaeers at 
Saragossa to superintend and keep up the fortifications of Jaca, 
and the details of those of Tudela and of the citadel of Burgos. 
There must be another at Burgos to superintend the details of 
the fortifications at Burgos and Miranda, and of eyerything 
relating to Passage and to St. Sebastian. 

Desire the works which I have ordered at Miranda to be 



A»mL, last. PBBPiJEU.TiaN8 09 AUBTBIiu f^ 

begun withont delaj, and those at Burgos to be earned on with 
the utmost diligence. 

Attend from time to time to the correspondence relating to 
the fortifications of Tudela, Miranda, Burgos, and the fortress of 
Jaca. It is necessary that Jaca should re-establish quickly, and 
keep up, the communication with France by way of Pau. 



[588.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, April 10» 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letters of the 2nd, con- 
taining the news of Marshal Victor's victory : two days before, 
I received the news of General Sebastiani's success. The Minister 
of War sends you word of all that passes in Catalonia. It seems 
that the want of provisions made General St. Cyr think that he 
ought to draw nearer to Barcelona. The King of Sweden has 
been beaten. The Duke of Sudermania has written to ask me 
for peace; he is regent of the kingdom. Austria is hastening 
her movements. I have reason to think that she will make an 
attack on the 15th. To-morrow, or the day after, I shall start 
for the army. Do not engage the enemy imprudently, and, above 
all, prevent La Romana &om stirring up the north. The position 
of Lapisse's division seems to fit it for this operation. I want 
cavalry generals. General Lasalle has been ordered to return : 
I do not know why he has not been sent. There are four times 
as many cavalry generals in Spain as there ought to be, and 
Spain is the country which requires them least, as cavalry cannot 
manoeuvre there. I do not know how General Junot can march 
upon Valencia, unless the 5th corps be sent thither ; * however, 
I have sent for it to Biscay, that it may be directed either 
on the north or on France, according to circumstances. The 
Asturias and Gallicia will at last play you a trick if you neglect 
them. 

* Joseph had proposed that Marshal Junot should maroh on Valence. 
— Tb. 
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[589.] N^POLnm to Jooepb. 

Paris. Aprill2»lS09. 

Mj Brother, — ^It seems th&t the English have not been able 
to enter Cadis, and that since the 15th of March they have 
occupied Lisbon with between 10,000 and 12,000 men. It is, 
therefore, of great importance to know what has happened, or is 
likely to happen, in that quarter. 



Jnn^ 18NI CAUPAIQHS OF laOft ^ 



CHAPTEE XIV. 

The letters in this chapter extend from the 12th of June to the 
10th of October, 1809. 

During the two months which separate the first order in this 
ehapter from the last letter in the preyions chapter, Napoleon 
had entered Ratisbon after a succession of battles which lasted 
five days, and ended on the 23d of April. He had entered 
Vienna on the 13th of May, had fonght on the 21st and the 22nd 
of May the undecided battle of Aspern, and he was now in the 
Imperial palace of Schonbrunn, master of Vienna, and preparing 
for the battle of Wagram. 

In the mean time Sir Arthur Wellesley, having landed at 
Lisbon on the 22nd of April, had marched with the English and 
Portuguese army against Marshal Soult, then occupying Oporto, 
had surprised him on the 12th of Ma^, and driyen him out of 
Portugal, and was advancing towards Talavora. At the date of 
this first order Napoleon was not acquainted with Soult's surprise 
and retreat, nor of his bitter quarrel with Ney, which made it 
peculiarly imprudent to place Ney under Soult's command. To 
this order, and to the jealousies which it excited among the 
French authorities in Spain, the French historians attribute the 
ultimate defeat and expulsion of Joseph. 

The battle of Wagram, fought on the 5th and 6th of July, 
1809, was the last of Napoleon's great military triumphs, as the 
peace of Vienna, signed on the 14th of October, 1809, was the 
last of his diplomatic triumphs. During the three months in 
which the letters contained in this chapter were writtm, the 
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greatness and the power of the empire rose to their highest point, 
bnt the yaat edifice abeady gave signs of weaimess. Among the 
most striking were the surprise of Oporto and the battle of 
Talavera, which showed that an English army and an English 
general could be formidable on the Continent. 



[540.] Orders of Nafoueok. 

June 12» 1809. 

M. le G^n^ral Clarke, — ^You will send a staff officer to Spain 
to order the corps of the Duke of Elchingen, of the Duke of 
Treyiso, and of the Duke of Dalmatia, to be formed into one 
army, under the command of the Duke of Dalmatia. These 
three corps are to manoQuvre together, march upon the English, 
pursue them without stopping, rout them, and drive them into 
the sea. 

Putting aside every other consideration, I give the command 
to the Duke of Dahnatia, as senior officer. These three corps 
ought altogether to consist of from 50,000 to 60,000 men. 

If this junction takes place quickly, the English will be de- 
stroyed, and the affairs of Spain brought to a close ; but it is 
necessary to concentrate and not to march in small bodies. This 
is a general principle in all countries, but above all in a country 
without the means of communication. I cannot point out the 
place of junction, as I am not acquainted with the events which 
have occurred. 

Despatch this order to the King, to the Duke of DalmaUa, 
and to the other marshals, by four different channels.* 

* This unlucky order was sent from Germany by the Emperor at the ^eiy 
minnte when the conduct of Marshal Soult at Oporto, and his failure in the 
agreement made with the Duke of Elchingen at Lugo, rendered its execution 
impossible. How could it be hoped that the two marshals, Ney and Mortier, 
would obey a colleague who, by his obstinacy in remaining at Oporto, had 
just compromised the fate of the Peninsula ? Further on it will be seen what 
mischief this measui«, on which Napoleon depended, did to the a&irs of 
Spain. — Ej>. 



f 
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[541.] Napoleon to Clarke. 

BchSnbnmn, June 21, 1809. 

M. le G^n^ral Clarke, — ^I have received your letter, with 
the Spanish correspondence. Ton must write word to the 
King that the north is the first object ; that if Saragossa is car- 
ried and he loses Aragon, he will find himself in a most unpleas- 
ant position. How is it that nothing is attempted from Madrid ? 
You must write to General S^narmont that the demands made 
bj the artillery are all absurd ; that I see by his return that he 
has 6000 horses, and that he can at any rate replace them with 
mules of the country. 

[642.] Nafolbon to the Ministbe. 

Schdnbmnn, July 18, 1809. 

It is of great importance that the Duke of Castiglione should 
advance beyond Barcelona, and put himself into communication 
with Aragon, which will cover Aragon and Madrid on that side. 
Tell the King that, if the English should land in Spain, he is not 
to engage them till all his forces are assembled.* He has the 
Ist and 4th corps with the garrison of Madrid, which makes more 
than 50,000 men ; the 2nd, 5th, and 6th corps form altogether 
about 60,000. The English know all this and will not run such 

a risk. t Send some one to visit the fortress of Burgos 

to ascertain in what state it is. The fortress of the Inquisition, | 
and that of Tudela, are equally important. 

[543.] Kapolbon to the MnnsrER. 

SchOnbninn, Jnly IS, 1809. 

The Duke of Castiglione and General Suchet must be in- 
formed that immediately after Girona is taken I wish Hostalrich 
to be attempted, in order to secure the communication with Bay- 
onne, and to commence the siege of Lerida. Half the artillery 
for the siege is to be furnished by Barcelona, and half by Sara- 

* The battle of Talavera showed the wisdom of this advioe.— ^b. 
t Dlegible.— Ed. 
t At SaiagoMa.— Tb. 
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gessa, ftnd tlie two armies will join in this important operation. 
The abundant provisions with which I have supplied Barcelona, 
this year's harvest, and the plenty which exists generally in 
Aragon, ought to render its accomplishment easy. Order the 
works of the fortress of the Inquisition at Saragossa, and those of 
the fortress of Tudela, to be gone on witL It seems possible to 
besiege Lerida and Hostalrich simultaneously. Transmit these 
orders to the King, to the Duke of Oastiglione, and to Greneral 
Suchet, by two different ofiGloers. Ask General Suchet what 
troops he can furnish to invest Lerida on the Aragon side, while 
on the other side it is invested by the 7th corps, and while he oc- 
cupies a position in front to hold the enemy in check towards 
Valencia, and to protect the siege. 



[54i.] Obdebs of Natoubon. 

BebftDbnum, July S9, 1809. 

M. le G6n6ral Clarke, — General St Cyr must not leave the 
army till he is^replaced by the Duke of Castiglione. 

Write word to Spain that no attack is to be made on Por- 
tugal during the month of August (it is much too hot there), but 
that they are to prepare to make this expedition in February. 

Ask the King and the Duke of Dalmatia for a report on the 
opening of the campaign in the month of September. Before 
that period there will be time enough for them to receive my 
orders. 

If, however. General St. Oyr is so ill as to be obliged to 
leave the army, he must first re-establish the communication with 
Barcelona, and he will leave General Duhesme in command of his 
troops. 



[ 545.] Obders of Napolxoit. 

Scfadnbmiin, Ang. 7, 18D9L 

M. le G^n^ral Clarke, — Tou send me no news from Spain. 
I learn by a letter from the King, 6f the 25th July, that 
General Wellesley has arrived at Talavera de la Beyna with 
25,000 English, and has joined Cuesta. 
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It 18 very mdbrtiiiiate that Marshal Soult should have mv 
ncBUTred so ill as not to have joined the King. I hope that the 
King, with the garrison of Madrid, the Ist and 4th corps, form- 
ing 55,000 men, will have phiced himself so as to prevent the 
enemy from attempting to attack Madrid, and will have effected 
Ills junction with Marshal Soult He will then have more than 
100,000 men. It will be an excellent opportunity for giving 
the English a lesson, and finishing the war. 

[Sis.] Napoueon to Clabxs, 

Ang. IS, 1809. 

M. le G6n^ral Chtrke, — ^I have received your letter of the 
8th.* I cannot understand the affairs of Spain, nor what has 
taken place there. Where was the French army on the 29th and 
dOth ? and where was the English army during these two days ? 
The King says that for the last month he has been manoeuvring 
with 40,000 men against 100,000. Tell him that it is his own fault, 
and that it is the very thing of which I complain. The bringing 
Marshal Soult to Placentia is wrong ; it is against all rules ; it is 
open to every objection, and has no advantage. 1st. The English 
army may cross the Tagus, support its rear on Badajos, and from 
that moment need not fear Soult ; f 2ndly. It may beat our two 
armies in detail. If, on the other hand, Soult and Mortier had 
proceeded towards Madrid, they would have reached it on the 
80th ; and the army, assembled on the 3rd of August, and 80,000 
strong, might have given battle, and conquered Spain and Portu- 
gal I advised a battle to be avoided unless the five corps, or at 
least four of them, were assembled. At Madrid they know noth- 
ing of great military operations. 

£647.] Obdbbs of Nafolbos 

Sohtobrnnn, kng, 21t 1809. 

M. le General Clarke, — Express to Marshal Jourdan my ex- 
treme displeasure at the inaccuracies and falsehoods in his report of 
the transactions on the 26th, 27th, 28th, and 29th of July. Tell 

* The batde of Talavera was fought on the 28Ui of July, 1809.— Tb. 
t This is what happened. — Tr. 
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him that his despatohes do not deseribe eyents as ihey took 
place, and that it is the first time that the GU)Temment has been 
so trifled with.* 

He sajs that on the 28th we were in possession of the British 
army's field of battle — ^that is to say, of Talayera and of the 
table-land on which their left flank rested — ^whilst his subsequent 
reports, and those of other officers, say the exact contrary, and 
that we were repulsed during the whole day. 

Make him feel that this dishonesty towards the Goyemment is 
a real crime, and a crime which was nearly haying £fttal results; 
for as I was told that the English had been beaten, and that half 
our troops had been enough to rout them, I had settled my plans 
in consequence, when I fortunately heard in time that it was my 
army that was beaten — that is to say, that we had taken neither 
Talavera nor the table-land. Tell him that he might haye put 
what he pleased into the Madrid newspapers, but that he had no 
right to disguise the truth to the Government. 

In a separate letter you will let Marshal Jourdan know that 
the whole affair has been ill managed ; that Marshal Soult ought 
to have marched from Salamanca by way of Avila to Madrid ; 
and that, if the corps d'arm^e bad started separately by the 27th 
or 28th, the head would haye arrived in time ; that the army 
ought then to have retreated by short stages, and not have offered 
battle under the walls of Madrid till all our forces were assem- 
bled ; that the march of Marshal Soult and of his three corps 
d'arm^e upon Placentia was dangerous, and, above all, useless — 
dangerous, because the other army might have been beaten at 
Talavera without receiving from him any assistance, so that the 
safety of all my armies in Spain was compromised — ^useless, be- 
cause the English had nothing to fear, for in three hours they 
might gain the opposite bank of the Tagus ; and whether they 
crossed the river at Talavera or Alamaraz, or at any other point, 
their line of operations on Badajos would have been protected. 

That my best troops and the fate of Spain were therefore en- 
dangered through ignorance of the rules of war, and without a 
chance of obtaining a result even in case of success. 

* The battle of Talavera was fought on the 28th of Jnly,— -T«. 



That at any rate, thoagh the great ft.iilt had been committed 
of diyiding the army into two portions of 50,000 men each, sepa- 
rated by mountains and by a large tract of country, neither corps 
should have attacked the enemy except at the same time, or 
nearly at the same time, as the other. 

Now it was evident that Marshal Soult could not reach Pla- 
centia before the 4th, as he was not so unwise as to arrive without 
the 6th corps, which was at Astorga, and could not at soonest 
hare reached Placentia till then ; but the other army of 50,000 
men might have manoBUvred near Madrid, and have gained a few 
days before coming to an engagement. The English would cer- 
tahdy have run no risks if they had found our army in a good 
position. 

That, when at length Talavera was reached, it was well known 
that we were in presence of the English — ^it was known from 
the prisoners taken on the preceding days ; that it was therefore 
utterly absurd to attack without having reconnoitred them ; that 
as they had rested their right on Talavera, where were the Span- 
iards — ^who, if they are worth nothing in the field, are neverthe- 
less good troops when they can entrench themselves behind houses 
—-and their left on the table-land, it ought to have been ascer- 
tained whether the table-land could not be turned ; that this posi- 
tion of the enemy therefore required previous reoonnoissances, 
and that my troops were led blindly as if to slaughter. 

That, when at last it was resolved to give battle, it was done 
without vigour, since, though our arms were disgraced, a reserve 
of 12,000 men did not even fire a shot ; that a battle should never 
be risked unless the chances are 70 per cent, in favour of success ; 
that, in fact, a battle ought always to be the last resource, as 
from the nature of things its result is always doubtful ; but that, 
when once a battle is resolved on, one must conquer or perish, 
and that the French eagle should never stoop to retreat till all 
have done their utmost. 

That this sort of generalship excites my displeasure the more, 
as I know that it was the Duke of Belluno's opinion that, if the 
reserve had been placed under his orders, he would have carried 
the English position. 
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That, for 80,000 English to have defied each an army as mine, 
it was necessary that ail these faults should have been oommittcd; 
but that as long as they continue to attack good troops, like the 
English, in good positions, without reconnoitring and ascertaining 
whether these positions can be carried, my men will be led on to 
destruction, and to no good purpose. 

[648.] Kafolbon to Clabke. 

BohftDtMniiiii, AjBg. SS, ISOiL 

M. le General Clarke, — Yon will find annexed a report from 
General Sebastiani, which the King has sent to me. 

As soon as I receire that of the Duke of Belluno, which he 
tells me is coming, I shall see whether it ought to be put into the 
* Moniteur.' 

In the despatch of the English General Wellesley yon will see 
that we have lost 20 guns and three standards. Express to the King 
my surprise, and to General Jourdan my displeasure, at not being 
made acquainted with the real state of things, instead of receiving 
from them schoolboys' stories ; I wish to know who were the artil- 
lery men who abandoned their guns and the infantry regiments 
that allowed them to be taken. In your letter to the King hint 
that I disapprove his order of the day ; that it tells the soldiers that 
they are conquerors ; that this is ruin to the troops; that I am in 
want of correct information; that I wish to know the number 
of killed and wounded in each regiment, of guns and standards 
taken, &c. Say that in Spain a&irs are undertaken without reflec- 
tion or knowledge of war ; and that on the day of action there is 
neither union, nor plan, nor decision. Write to General Sebas- 
tiani that the King has sent to me his report ; that it is not the re- 
port of a soldier describing what has been and what is ; that it is 
full of nothing but fine speeches ; that I had rather that he had 
told me his real opinions, and had given* an exact and faithful ac- 
count of what happened. In short, I have a right to be told 
the truth; it is necessary for the good of my subjects. Let 
every one know that it is wanting in respect towards the Govern- 
ment to attempt to hide from it facts which it learns from the 
letters written to their friends by all ranks in the army, and that 
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eyen tbe fiJaehoods of the enemy are thiu in danger of being bo- 
liered. 



[549.3 Kafoleon to Clarkx. 

Bchfiiibmnn, Aug. 29, 1809. 

M. le G^n^nd Clarke, — I see in the newspapers more news 
from Spain than I have received ; it seems as if some of the 
Bang's couriers had been intercepted. 

Write word to the King that, if he can spare Marshal Nej, 
he may send him to France, where he will be of nse. 

[650.] Kafolboh to Joseph. 

Bchtobmnn, Sept S, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I have received the letter which you wrote to 
me on my birthday. I thank you for all your good wishes. 

[551.] Nafoueon to Clabkx. 

ScfaSnbnmo, Sept 4, 1809. 

M. le General Clarke, — ^I have seen the details which you 
have inserted in the ' Moniteur' on the affairs of Spain ; they are 
not sufficient ; this manner of bestowing information on the pub- 
lic will not counterbalance the long narratives of the EuglisL 
Letters from the different generals must therefore be put in, sup- 
pressing all that is intended only for the Government ; for in- 
stauce, there are some letters from the Duke of Dalmatia, the 
Duke of Treviso, and General Sebastiani which would bear pub- 
lication. Ask the Duke of Belluno for the account which he 
ought to send me of his operations. You must also tell General 
Senarmont that he did not send a correct account of his artillery; 
that the English took more than he acknowledged ; that I approve 
of his putting what he likes into the newspapers, but that when 
he writes to me I must have the truth. Desire tetes-de-ponts, 
strong enough not to be carried by assault, to be constructed on 
the left bank of the Tagus. The information which I possess is 
not sufficiently precise, sufficiently clear, or sufficiently true to 
admit of my giving orders. Ask General Sebastiani for a return 
Vol. n.. 
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of the 108860 in Ids corps, dmilar to the one sent by the Duke of 
Bellono. 



[ 552.] NikrouBoir to Clabks. 

BehSalynmii, Sept T, 1808. 

M. le G^n^ral Clarke, — 1 see, in a letter from General Jonr- 
dan, that you have written to him that nothing is to be attempted 
in Spain until February. I said that nothing was to be attempted 
until the heats were oyer. The heat is oyer at the end of Sep- 
tember. 



[ 558.] NAPOLBOir TO Glabxk. 

Schfinbrann, Bept 11. 

M. le G^n^ral Clarke, — ^Write to Marshal Jourdan that I am 
surprised that, as the Duke of Treviso had reached the Tagos, 
the English were not pursued for four or five days, their stragglers 
taken, and as much harm done to them as possible. 

[554.] Nafoubok to Clarkx. 

Behdnbrmm, Sept 98» 1808. 

M. le G6n6ral Clarke, — Tell the King of Spain that I am 
sorry to see that the works on the Betiro are suspended; that it 
would have been good policy to haye worked at these fortifications 
night and day for ten years ; that, if the works already planned 
are finished, he should trace out others to increase the outworks, 
and render it capable of sustaining a longer defence; that I 
should also haye liked the fortifications of Some Sierra to be gone 
on with without interruption, as they are required to protect the 
communication between Aranda and Burgos. 

Giye to General Jourdan the permission, which he asks, to re- 
turn to France, and tell the King that I haye appointed the Duke 
of Dalmatia chief of the staif, and General Delaborde to com- 
mand the 2nd corps. 

If the Prince of Ponte Coryo is in good health and inclined 
to serye, send him to Catalonia to command all the troops ; those 
at Barcelona and beloDgmg to the corps of General St. Cyr, as 
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well as those Trhich are besieging Girona. In this case yon will 
recall the Dnke of Castiglione. Tell the King of Spain that, in 
appointing the Duke of Dalmatia chief of the staff, my intention 
is that he shonld command all the marshals in the army of Spain, 
and that, if necessary, he should put himself at the head of one 
or two corps, and proceed to manoeuyre against the enemy. 



[655.] Napoleon to Clabxe. 

Schfinbnmn, Oot 8, 1809. 

M. le General Clarke, — ^Write to the King of Spain that a 
strong t^te-de-pont must be constructed and occupied on the left 
bank of the Tagus, and several bridges built so that we may 
manoBuyre easily on both sides. Let the King know that my 
troops in Spain are in want of everything, because my generals 
have no power over the provinces, and the feebleness of the 
Spanish authorities enables the junta to obtain money through its 
agents ; that therefore the administration of the country must be 
put into the hands of the military commanders ; that in the pres- 
ent season, which in Spain is the good season, he ought to prevent 
the enemy from approaching within several days' march of the 
Tagus, falling upon the first comer ; that this is likewise the way 
to obtain provisions, and to cut off the enemy's supplies in men 
and in subsistence ; that it is against all the rules of war to allow 
the enemy to place himself so as to divide the different corps, 
when our army holds such a place as Placencia ; that the enemy 
must not be allowed to approach within several marches of Alma- 
raz ; that the position occupied by the army is weak, bad, and 
can occasion only misfortunes ; that if, on the other hand, there 
were bridges across the Tagus, with good tStes-de-ponts to secure 
a retreat, by scouring the country perpetually he would know 
what the enemy is about, prevent them from assembling their 
forces, and be able to collect his own when necessary ; that his 
present position is absurd and contrary to all military principles. 
Why, as soon as 7000 or 8000 men were bivouacking before 
Velvin de Monroy, were they not attacked and beaten ? Write 
to Generals Kellermann and Thi^bault, and to the general in 
eommand in Aragon, and tell them not to suffer themselves to be 
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betrayed by the Spaniards, and to set to work to supply the 
magazines, provide ^ihemselves with proyisions, means of trans- 
port, and everything which the troops require. 



[556.] Napoleon to Clarke. 

Oct T, 1809. 

M. le O^n^ral Clarke, — Order a marehing regiment to be 
formed at Bayonne, taken from the depdts of the 34th, 114th, 
116th, 116th, 117th, 118th, 119th and 120th. This regiment is 
to remain at Bayonne till it is well clothed and drilled, and its 
strength amounts to between 3000 and 4000 men. General 
n^douville will review it on the 1st of November, and will make 
me a report of its condition. 

You will review in Paris the two battalions from the Vistula 
and the 200 lancers ; you will forward all the men who can be 
spared from Sedan to these two corps, completing them to 1500 
infantry and 300 cavalry ; you will let me know on the 20th of 
October the state of these two corps, that I may settle their 
destination ; you will send towards Orleans the Irish battalion, 
and the other troops which you intend for Spain. 

After you have completed the six provisional regiments of 
dragoons up to 6000 men, collect in Paris all the rest that the 
depdts can furnish, and try to make the number 3000. Ton may 
form these 3000 men in two or three marching regiments, which 
will await at Tours, or in other places where there is abundant 
forage, the arrival of the provisional regiments which are to join 
them ; in this way I shall have nine provisional regiments of 
dragoons, composed of the 3rd and 4th squadrons, and forming a 
body of 9000 cavalry. 

I propose to assemble 80,000 infantry and 15,000 or 16,000 
cavalry by the beginning of December, and to enter Spain with 
these reinforcements. I conclude that the enemy will by that 
time have evacuated the island of Walcheren. I think that this 
corps of 100,000 men may be formed thus : — 

9000 men, consisting of the 26th, 66th, and 82nd, of a Han- 
overian battalion, and a battalion of the southern legion ; 6000 
men belonging to the 47th, 15th, 86th, and 76tb ; 3000 men ftom 
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the 22nd of the line ; 8000 men of the 9th battalions of the corps 
of the Bake of Abrant^ and of the regiment of Berg; 3000 
men of the marching regiment which is being formed at Stras- 
bourg ; 3000 men of the marching regiment which is forming at 
Maestrich ; 14,000 men of the six proyisional half-brigades be- 
longing to the army of the north ; 3000 of the marching regiment 
which is forming at Bajonne ; 19,000 famished by all the ayail- 
able troops in the depdts of all the regiments in France, which 
will be directed on Bajonne, and incorporated in regiments be- 
longing to the army of Spain ; 10,000 of my gaard ; altogether 
80,000 infantry, 4000 allied troops. As cavalry : 9000 dragoons 
of the nine proyisional regiments ; 2000 from the depdts of chas- 
senrs and hassars whose regiments are in Spain; 1000 of the 
provisional regiment; 600 of the regiment of chassears from the 
grand duchy of Berg; 3400 from all the depdts of chassears and 
hussars in France, to be incorporated in the regiments of the army 
of Spain, including 100 men taken from the depdt of the 13th 
regiment of cuirassiers; total, 16,000 cavalry, which, with the 
80,000 French infantry and the 4000 allies, will make the 
100,000 men whom I propose to have asseibbled between Bayonne 
and Orleans in the month of I>3cember in order to enter Spain. 

I wish you to have & memorandum, based on these instructions, 
carefully drawn up in your office, in order to rectify my estimates; 
and I also wish for a statement of the materials for a reserve of 
100,000 men, including no part of the army of Glermany except 
the corps of the Duke of Abrantes. 

[557.] Napoleon to Clabke. 

Schdnbrcnn, Oct 10, 1809. 

M. le G^n^ral Clarke, — ^I wish you to write to the King of 
Spain to impress upon him that nothing can be more contrary to 
the rules of war than to publish the strength of his army, either 
in orders of the day, in proclamations, or in the newspapers ; that 
when he has occasion to speak of his strength, he oujght to render 
it formidable by exaggeration, doubling or trebling his numbers ; 
and that, on the other hand, when he mentions the strength of 
iho enemy, he should diminish it by one-half or one-third ; that in 



78 BBPBOOFB TO JOBEPK Our. 

war moral force is eyeryihing; that the King deriated from thk 
prindple when he said that he had only 40,000 men and the in- 
surgents 120,000 ; that to represent the French as few and the 
enemy as numerous, discourages us, and giyes confidence to them ; 
that it is publishing his weakness throughout Spain. In short, to 
give moral force to the enemy is to take it from oneself; for men 
naturally believe that in the long run the small number will be 
beaten by the greater. The most experienced general -finds it 
difficult on the field of battle to estimate the enemy's numbers, 
and the instinct of every one is to imagine them greater than 
they really are. But when a man is so imprudent as to allow such 
ideas to circulate generally, and to authorise exaggerated accounts 
of the enemy's strength, every colonel of cavalry who goes on a 
reconnaissance sees an army, and every captain of voltigeurs dich 
covers battalions. I see, therefore, with regret, the bad influence 
which has been exercised over the spirit of my army of Spain by 
repeating that it opposes a force of 40,000 men against 120,000. 
The result of these announcements has been to lessen our reputa- 
tion in Europe, by making people believe that it rests on no 
foundation, and to give moral force to the enemy and weaken our 
own ; for, I say again, in war feeling and opinion are more than 
half of the reality. The art of great captains has always been to 
make their numbers appear very large to the enemy, and to per- 
suade their own troops of the enemy's great inferiorily. This is 
the first time that a general has been known to depreciate his own 
resources and to exalt those of the enemy. The private soldier 
does not judge; but officers of sense, whose opinion is worth 
having, and who have knowledge and experience, pay little atten- 
tion to orders of the day or to proclamations. I trust that no 
more such blunders will be made, and that on no pretext what- 
ever orders of the day or proclamations will be made tending to 
make known the real strength of my armies. I desire that all 
means, direct and indirect, be taken to spread the highest opinion of 
our numbers. The French troops which I have in Spain are twice 
as good, three times as good, as regards steadiness, bravery, and 
even numbers, as those that I have in any other part of the world. 
When I conquered the Austrians at EckmOhl I was one to five. 
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snd jet my army fancied itself at least equal to the enemy ; and 
even now, although we have been so long in Gkrmany, the enemy 
has no idea of our strength, and we try to make it out greater 
and greater every day. Far from owning that at Wagram I had 
only 100,000 men,* I try to prove that I had 220,000. Con- 
stantly, in my Italian campaigns, when I had only a handfal of 
men, I exaggerated their numbers ; this served my purpose with- 
out diminishing my glory. The skill of my operations, including 
that of exaggerating my strength, was afterwards recognised by 
generals and intelligent officers. With paltry motives, petty 
vanities, and small passions, nothing great has ever been done. I 
hope, therefore, that faults so great and so mischievous will not 
be repeated in my army of Spain. 

* Thiers maintainfl that the French army at Wagram amounted to between 
140,000 and 150,000 men.— Tb. 



80 



BEINFOBGSMENTB TO SPAIN. CtaAF. XV. 



CHAPTEB XV. 

Thb letters oontained in this chapter extend from the SOth of 
October to the 121st of December, 1809. 

Daring this period Napoleon was in Paris or in its neighbour- 
hood, employed in preparing and effecting his divorce^ and in 
ranging a second marriage. 



[558.] Napoleon id Clarke. 

* FoatatBeblesa, Ool 80, I809L 

M. le 06n6ral Clarke, — I have written to you three letters:* 

the first on the organisation of Loison's division, the second on 

that of Reynier's division, and the third on the organisation of the 

8th corps, or the corps of the Duke of Abrant^ ; and lastly, one 

on the formation of the 4th corps, or a third division of reserve. 

I have supposed Loison^s division to consist of 12,000 men; 

Reynier's of 20,000; the Duke of Abrant^s' corps of 50,000 or 

60,000; and the 3rd division of reserve to be completed to 

20,000. In the midst of the occupations which besiege me, I was 

forced to make these calculations very hastily. It is urgent that 

you should give orders in accordance with my letters; but if, on 

consideration, you think that means can be found to make this 

corps more numerous, you must suggest them to me. In Spain 

we must proceed step by step. The first thiag wanted is a corps 

to proceed to the rear of the army. As it is now November, it 

would be impossible to collect all our resources, especially powder 

and artillery, before the beginning of January ; and in a peninsula ! 

I 
* These letters do not appear. — Tb^ j 
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like Spam, inteneoted by lofty moontains, nothing can be at- 
tempted at that season. The reinforcements which I intend for 
Spain may therefore be sent in the following manner : first, the 
12,000 men of Loison's division — I hope that they will be able to 
enter Biscay before the Ist of December ; next Beynier's division, 
which will arrive, I hope, in the beginning of January ; the Dnke 
of Abrant^' corps in the beginning of Eebmary ; and lastly, the 
third division of reserve, which will enter Biscay towards the 
beginning of March. I wish yonr chief secretary to prepare his 
arrangements on this plan, and when he has finished his work, to 
bring it to me himself, that I may discuss with him the formation 
of the divisions and other details. But what I care about just 
now is, that you should not lose a moment in sending off Loison's 
division. 



[559.] Obdebs of Napoleon. 

Fontaineblesn, Oct 80, 1809. 

M. le G6n6ral Clarke, — ^I told you that I wished Loison^s divi- 
don, which will consist of 12,000 men, horse and foot, to enter 
Spain as soon as possible, and before the 1st of December. I 
told you that I wished Beynier's division, which will be composed 
of 15,000 infantry and 4000 cavalry, to be assembled at Bayonne 
towards the end of December. 

Lastly, I told you that I wished the 8th corps to be directed 
on Paris and Huninguen, and to arrive before the 30th of No- 
vember. 

The divisions of Loison and Reynier are to be incorporated 
successively into the regiments in Spain, as the corps of which 
they are composed belong already to the army of Spain ; but I 
must also tell you* .... respecting the organisation of the 8th 
corps, which I wish to enter Spain towards the end of January. 

This corps is to be commanded by the Duke of Abrantds. 
The first division is to be composed of 4 battalions of the 22nd 
of the line, and of the 8 battalions at present with Rivaud's 
division, in the whole 12 battalions. The number of each of 

• DlegiUe.— ^Bd. 
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these battalioDfl is to be filled up to 840, bj the inoorporstion of 
what they have in the 6 proviBional half-brigades in ^e north. 
For instanoe, the 19th has 360 men in the 6th half-brigade, the 
25th 300, the 28th 400, the 36th 200, &c. 

I ima^e that by the Ist of Deeember I shall have part of 
these provisional half-brigades at my disposaL I intend to with* 
draw as many as possible. The first divimon is therefore to be 
composed of 10,000 present nnder arms, forming 2 brigades. 

The 2nd dirision, commanded by General Lagrange, will be 
composed of 3 battalions of the 65th, one of the 46th, and of the 
8 battalions of the 8 regiments in Paris; in the whole 12 battal- 
ions or 10,000 men. 

The 3rd and 4th divisions will be composed of all that the 
dep6ts in France are able to furnish on the 1st of December; if 
we estimate the numbers to which each of these divisions may be 
brought as 10,000, it is speaking within the mark. The Duke 
of Abrant^s will thus have a corps of about 40,000 men under 
his command. That it may be properly organised, I wish your 
chief secretary, who drew up the memorandum which you sent to 
me for the formation of a reserve of 100,000 men for Spain, to 
come to Fontainebleau. He will announce his arrival to M. 
Monnier, my cabinet secretary, bring with him as many returns 
as possible, and draw up the plans under my superintendence. 
Among the materials and information with which he ought to be 
provided, there must be returns of all the existing provisional 
half-brigades and marchiag regiments, of the available troops in 
the different dep6ts in France, of all the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
battalions, and of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th companies of the 5th 
battalions. By working for a couple of hours with M. Monnier 
he will understand how I wish this to be done. 

I shall make your secretary draw up a scheme for the cavalry. 
I wish it to be composed of all the 2nd and 4th squadrons of the 
24 dragoon regiments ; and I think that I shall thus be able to 
collect 10,000 horse towards the 1st of December. They will 
bring the Duke of Abrant^s* corps up to 50,000. Loison's divi- 
sion ought to amount to 12,000, Reynier's to nearly 20,000 : 
altogether, therefore, there will be an army of 85,000 men ready 
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to be sent to Spam. When we have done wiih the 8th corps, 
there remains the formation of a third division of reserve, to 
oonsist of 20,000 men, both horse and foot. This division should 
enter Spain at the beginning of March, and will complete the 
100)000 men who, I think, may be easily brought together there. 

[560.] Nafolbon to Gensbai. D^jean. 

Fontaineblean, Oct 81, 1809. 

M. le G6n6ral D^jean, — I have received your two letters. I 
do not know what is meant by sending three ships to Barcelona : 
who gave the order ? Send me a copy of it. 

[561.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Fontalneblefto, Nov. 11, 1609. 

My Brother, — I send Tascher to you. We hear nothing of 
what goes on in Spain. Yet, how is it possible that with so large 
and so good an army, opposed to enemies so little formidable, so 
little progress should be made ? 

[562.] Obdees of Nafolbon. . 

Paris, Not. 20, 1809. 

M. le G^n^ral Clarke, — Order General Loison to be at Bay- 
onne on the 28th of November ; from thence he is to start on the 
29th, with the first brigade of his division, and repair to Yittoria. 
He is to collect there his 2nd brigade and all his cavalry. He 
will take the chief command of the three provinces of Biscay, and 
correspond directly with the King, but especially with you. I 
depend upon his occupying them by the 4th of December. Ton 
will give notice of this to the commandants of the provinces and 
of St. Sebastian, and you will desire them to obey General Loison 
in every respect. All the unembodied men in these provinces, all 
the detachments joining the garrisons of St. Sebastian, Bilbao, and 
Vittoria, in short, all the troops of every kind, who on any pre- 
text have retired into Biscay, are to be sent off immediately by 
General Loison to the interior of Spain, to join their respective 
regiments. 
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[ 588.] Natolbos to Bbbtboeb. 

PMi8,NoT.88^1909L 

My Cousin, — I have just ordered that from and after the 1st 
of December you are to have nothing more to do with the army 
of Grermany, but that you are to keep up the correspondence of 
the army of Spain. From that time you are to undertake the 
duties of chief of its staff. Set about organising your staff and 
your offices. Send your baggage and that of your aides-de-camp 
to Bayonne. You will send me an account of the formation of a 
reserve for the army of Spain, to be composed of Loison's and 
Beynier's divisions, and of the 8th corps ; and of the execution 
of my dispositions for sending a reinforcement of 100,000 men to 
Spain, and of every detail relating to the artillery. Many of 
these corps have neither a general nor a staff. Obtain information 
on this subject. I think that you should send one of your aidea- 
de-camp to Madrid to-morrow, to give notice all along the line of 
the present dispositions, and that you ought to have sent to yon 
by express the returns from Navarre, Aragon, the three Biscays, 
Burgos, Valladolid, and Bayonne, in order that I may shortly 
resume the direction of the Spanish affiedrs. 



[ 564.] Napoleon to BEBTHms. 

(Retnmixig a Report on Spain.} 

Paris, Dea 9, 1809. 

Returned to the chief of the staff, to express to General 
Suchet my satisfaction at the good condition of his corps ; to im- 
press upon him the necessity of having a million of biscuits at 
Saragossa, to enable him to march on Valencia the day that I 
enter Spain,* and to prepare the means necessary for besieging 
tiie town* The chief of the staff is to ask Greneral Suchet for a 
plan of it, and to let him know that the 13th cuirassiers and the 
4th hussars are to be increased to 1500 men ; that before the 20th 
of December the 2nd cavalry regiment belonging to the army of 

* It appears from this letter and the prsykms one that Napoleon contem- 
plated returning to Spain^— Tb« 
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Spain will bare reached Saragossa, and reinforced his cavalry; 
that 1500 men of the Yistnla regiment are at Yittoria on their 
way to Saragossa to reinforce his 3 Vistula regiments ; and that, 
in &ct, in the month of January detachments will be sent to his 
corps to increaise its numbers to 30,000 men present under arms. 



[565.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Fatrifl, Dec. 9, 1809. 

My Cousin, — Pray order without delay the 2nd marching 
cavalry regiment of the army of Spain, which will reach Bayonne 
cm the 14th of December, to be forwarded from Bayonne through 
Tolosa and Pampeluna to Saragossa, where it is to be broken up 
and incorporated in the following manner : the detachments be- 
longing to the 4th hussars in that regiment, and those belonging 
to the cuirassiers in the 13th. You should desire the officers and 
quartermaster-generals to return by post to their depots. By this 
means General Loison's cavalry will consist only of the 1st 
marching regiment and the regiment of Polish lancers. I beg of 
you to let General Loison know that I am most anxious that all 
the troops in Biscay should be incorporated into either the bat- 
talion at Yittoria, or that of Bilbao, or the battalion of unem- 
bodied men at St. Sebastian, and that all other unembodied men 
join their own regiments, in order to increase the companies, so 
that his may be the only corps in the three Biscays. You will 
tell him also that I wish him to send columns to pursue sharply 
the banditti in the environs of LogrofSo and Santo Domingo, on 
the frontiers of Navarre, and on the roads between Yittoria and 
Burgos ; that he is authorized to send expeditions of even 2000 
or 3000 men, and to direct them towards Navarre and Castile as 
far as 3 days' march from Biscay, in order to dissolve insurrec^ 
tionary meetings, disarm the towns, and restore obedience ; that 
he must make the parts of Navarre and Castile which are nearest 
to Biscay sensible of his influence, of his authority, and of his 
presence at Yittoria. Simon's brigade belonging to Loison's 
division, 6000 strong, was to reach Yittoria on the 6th of Decem- 
ber; the 2nd brigade, commanded by General Gratien, also 6000 
strong, ought to be there on the 8th. Write to the commandants 
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f)i St. Sebaatiaii and of the three BiscajB to desire them to send 
«11 their troops back to their regimeonts. Beg General Loison to 
send you a report on the condition of the three proTinces, and on 
the way in which they are governed. Tell him that I depend 
upon his taking aU the measures requisite for keeping the coantiy 
quiet, and arresting ill-disposed persons ; that he must refer these 
measures to me ; that in other respects his division of 12,000 men 
ought to rest, drill, and perfect themselves. Let him know that 
he is not to dispose of the troops under his command without your 
order ; but that on an emergency he may act on his own judg- 
ment, but without leaving the provinces of Biscay ; in short, that 
he is not to venture farther into Spain. 

Let me know when the 1st brigade of General Eeynier's corps 
will be able to enter Spain. 

[ 666.] Napouzon to Bebthzeb. 

Paria, Dec 18, 1609. 

My Cousin, — I send you the last despatches from Spain. Ac* 
knowledge the receipt to the King and to Greneral Suchet. Inti- 
mate to the King that the colours taken by my troops at the bat- 
tles* of MedeUino, Ocafia, &c. &c., ought to be sent to France to 
be presented to me, and to adorn our public buildings. You will 
repeat this to the Duke of Dalmatia. Write also that the priA- 
oners must be sent to France, retaining the Germans, Swiss, and 
French to serve in my army, but that no Spaniard must be em- 
ployed ; they are habitual traitors. 

Order the Irish who belong to Loison's division to repair to 
Burgos to join their regiments. 

[ 567.] Napoleon to Bebteooeb. 

Parla»I>e<il4^18». 

My Cousin, — ^I see by your letter of the 13th of Deeember 
that tiie 2nd brigade of Reynier's division, under the conmiand 
of General Valentin, and the 3rd brigade under General Lamar- 

* In the original, batfldUons is inserted, by the eiror, probably, of the 
copyist, for batai]les.--TB. 
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tiaiftrey botii of iriddi are preparing at Bayonney im^ be ready in 
the beginning of January. Order the Ist proyisional regiment 
of ohaflseors to leave Saintes on the 18th to oontinDe their march, 
•ad let me know when they reach Bayomie. They most enter 
Spain immediately. 

The 5th marching regiment of horse, which is to reach Tofurs 
GB the 14th, will leare it on the 16th, and procee4 on its way to 
Bayomie, in order to enter Spain as soon as poodble. I approve 
of the drd, 4th, and 5th marching regiments of the army of Spain 
proceeding to their destination as soon as they are ready. The 
detachment of the 4th hnssieu-s which is in the 3rd marching regi- 
ment should be put into the 2nd, as the 2nd is intended for Ara 
gon, where the 4th hussars are. 

[ 568.] Napoucon to Bebthieb. 

]>e& 10, ISOf.* 

My Cousin, — General Loison ought to have reached Yittoria 
on the 4th ; I am surprised that to-day, being the 15th, you have 
as yet no news of him. He was to occupy Si. Sebastian and BU- 
bao, and to send to the army of Spain the battalions of unembodied 
men and the marching battalions, with the exception of the bat- 
talion of the national guard which is to remain in Biscay. Write 
to the Duke of Palmatia that I am anxious to see all the corpe 
brought together ; that he is to order all the men belonging to the 
82nd, 15th, 66th, 26th, and 82nd to repair to the north, to Bene- 
vento, and to Yalladolid to join General Loison's corps ; that all 
belonging to the 51st, 43rd, 55th, 58th, 47th, and 12th of the 
line are to join their respective regiments at Madrid ; that the 
2nd corps is to be composed only of the 2 divisions under Gene- 
rals Merle and Heudelet, conristing, as at present, of the 2nd, 4thy 
17th, and Slst light troops, and the 15th, 36th, 47th, 70th, and 
86ih of the line. Tell him that in General Loison's corps there 
are 6000 men belonging to the 2nd corps, and that an equid num- 
ber are on th^ way firom France to complete these 9 regiments. 

* This letter wu written <m the day cm whidi Napoleon and Joseplime an- 
nounced to the imperial fiunily their dhroroe.— Tk. 
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T<m will repeat to him that he is not to toaeh General Loiflon's 
oorpe, of which I reaerye to myself the diBposaL There are 
many unembodied troops at Madrid, such as the 10th marching 
battalion and several detachments from different corps, which he 
most order to join their regiments. 

You will let him know that I am going to order Gkneral Loi- 
son's corps to occupy Bnrgoe ; this will set at liberty the 118th, 
with which I intend to reinforce Bonnet's division. To recapitn- 
late : you will give him orders that all men belonging to the 15th, 
82nd, 26th, 66th, 82nd, 122nd, 120th, 119th, 118th, to the legion 
of the South, to the regiments of Westphalia, Prussia, and the 
guard of Paris, are to remain in the north to keep Castile quiet, 
restrain the Portuguese insurgents, and the enemy in Gallicia ; 
that all men belonging to the 6th corps are to remain near Sala- 
manca, where they are to be joined by all the troops of the 5th, 
Ist, and 4th corps, that they may be ready to receive reinforce- 
ments on my arrival, and to finish at last the conquest of Spain. 
There is also a battalion of the 2nd light infantry, which must be 
sent to join its regiment, as well as many detachments from cav- 
alry regiments. 

[569.] Nafousoh to Joseph. 

Trianon, Dea 17. 

Monsieur mon Frere, — ^I send your Majesty the ' Moniteur,' • 
which will inform your Majesty of the stop which I have thought 
it my duty to take. 

I received your Majesty's letter of the 4th of December by 
the aide-de-camp entrusted with it. 



[ 570.] Napoleon to Bebthieb« 

Trianon, Dea 17, 1809. 

My Cousin, — Send positive orders to Spain that in the news- 
papers and returns the Polish division is not to be called the 

* The Empexor U aUuding to his divorce firmn tha Emprats Jotephine. — 
En. 
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Polish division,* but that of the Grand-Dachy of Warsaw, and 
that the German division is to be called not the German divisioni 
but the division of the Bhenish Confederation. 



[671.] Nafolbon xo Clasks. 

Trianon, Dea 18, 1809. 

M. le Duo de Feltre, — I intend to countermand all the 
remounts, in order to diminish my expenses. I have advised 
the Minister of War to direct upon Niort all the horses already 
on their way to Italy ; for I am no longer in want of horses there, 
and a thousand more in Spain will be of great use to me. 

I write this letter to ask you for a general report on the 
cavalry ; my expenditure is enormous, and I must think seriously 
of reforms. My army in its present state would devour three 
times the revenue of France. I want therefore, in the first place^ 
to know the number of men, horses, and saddles in all my cavalry 
regiments on the 1st of December; and 2ndly, what are the 
reductions which must be made as to men and as to horses to 
bring the cost of these regiments within reasonable limits. A 
further adTantage of such a reduction will be that I shall be able 
to withdraw from the cavalry depots many conscripts, and put 
them at your disposal to form battalions of artillery-drivers for 
the army of Spain. 

All the budgets must be made on the footing of peace as 
regards Germany, and of war in respect of Spain. 

The men, horses, and harness of my cavalry arc divided into 
two parts, one with the army, and the other in the depdts. 
Fourteen of my cuirassier and a great many of my chasseur and 
hussar regiments are in Germany. Whatever may be my peace 
establishment, my squadrons on service in Germany may be im- 
mediately reduced by gettkig rid of the dismounted invalid men 
and the unserviceable horses; but the important thing is to 
reform my dep6ts, that I may not leave in France a useless horse, 
and that next year I may save much on forage. I intend, 

* Alexander had jnst extorted from Napoleon an engagement that thft 
word P<de ahonld not be lued offioiallj in FraBoe.-^TB. 
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therefore, ihat there shall not be more than 50 horses on an 
average for each regiment in the dep6ts of my re^ments in 
G-ermany. Sapposing there to be 30 depdts, this will make only 
1500 horses to be fed in France for my army of Germany. 
At most, there ought to be in the depdts twice as many men as 
horses. 

After the cavalry of Germany, comes that of Italy. I have 
regiments of horse in my army of Illyria, and likewise in my 
army of Italy. I wish my cavalry depdts in the Alps to be, 
generally speaking, on a higher footing than those in the interior, 
and my squadrons to be more numerous in Italy on account of 
the difficulty of obtaining remounts ; but I do not choose to pay 
dearer for forage in Italy and Piedmont than elsewhere. There 
is abundant forage in Italy ; it can therefore be only an abuse to 
charge so highly for it. I shall authorize the prefects to procure 
it at the rate of 18 sous or a franc at most, and even to levy it by 
requisition, if necessary. 

I am inclined to place in Normandy the four depdts of my 
cuirassiers in Piedmont ; they will be nearer their remounts, and, 
besides, I am always in want of cavalry and other resources on 
the coast. 

I have 25 dragoon regiments in Spain ; I do not intend them 
to have more than from 25 to 50 horses apiece in their depdts in 
France. The same with respect to the 12 regiments of chasseurs 
and hussars which are in Spain ; and as in that army the horse's 
keep is not at my expense, it ought in general to be proposed to 
me to send thither all the available horses in the depdts; in 
Spain they will be of use, yet cost me nothing, and my finances 
will, in consequence, be much relieved. 

I have 80 cavalry regiments, therefore 80 depdts, which, at 
the rate of 40 horses, one with the other, will not make more 
than between 3000 and 4000 horses to feed ; the whole amount 
of forage will thus be reduced from 15 millions to less than 4 
millions for the year 1810, a great and important saving. 

I believe that I have added a 9th company to all my regi- 
ments of dragoons and of light horse. I think that next year 
these 9th companies had better be suppressed, for four squadrons 
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will be sufficient Ibr my oayalry regiments in Gennany, as they 
will be upon a peace establishment, and the regiments in the 
army of Spain are so foil that three sqnadrons apiece will be 
quite enough. I think that the 5th squadron in the cuirassiers 
should also be reduced, which will bring us back entirely to a 
peace establishment. 

Send to me therefore a report on the additions which the war 
has made unavoidable, a general return of the state of my cavalry 
as respects men, horses, and harness, and, lastly, the draft of a 
decree which may carry out the views which I have indicated to 
you. 



[572.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Trianon, Dee. 19, 1800. 

My Cousin, — I see by your letters of the 18th that you allow 
the 1st brigade of the 1st division of my guard, under the orders 
of General Boguet at Tours, to remain there only on the 23rd 
and 24th ; let it stay at Poitiers on the 27th and 28th. The 2nd 
brigade may rest on the 27th and 28th at Oh&tellerault ; I wish 
to give it an additional halt. Order quarters for this division to 
be prepared at Bourdeauz, that it may stay there at least a week, 
in order to recover itself completely. Write to General Reynier 
that, as soon as he enters Biscay, he is to set about destroying 
the parties of insurgents. Let General Loison know that I «m 
sorry that he has left so few troops about St. Sebastian, and that 
he has taken no measures for getting rid of the gangs of banditti 
which are there. 



[678.] Obdeb of Napoleon, 

Dee. 19, 18001 

M. le Due le Feltre, — Express to the Duke of Oasti^one my 
satisfiiction at the capture of Gerona, and my regret that my 
troops were not long ago placed under his command. 

Tell me what is the state of his health, and whether he is fit 
for active service. Let your messenger be an officer who will 
report to you on the state of the army, and bring back infoima- 
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tion about eyeryihiiiig of interest to me in the eonntrj. Direct 
the Marshal to proceed to Barcelona to raise the blockade, sup- 
ply the town with provisions, and exercise a general influence. 

It is of great consequence to take Fort Hostalrich, in order 
to ensure a safe communication between France and Barcelona. 



[574.] Nafolboh to Bebthebb. 

Tritton, Dea 90^ 1809. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to Gkneral Suchet that he does not pay 
sufficient attention to the banditti in Navarre ; that I am sorry to 
see that he has allowed them to take Tudela ; and that, although 
they only momentarily occupied the town, it was a great mis- 
fortune, and that such a post as Tudela ought not to have been 
in danger of an attack. 

[576.] Nafolbon to Besteoeb. 

Trianon, Dec. 21, 1809. 

My Cousin, — ^Among the prisoners taken at the battle of 
Ocafla there are some officers who were included in the armis- 
tice, and who, since then, have served against the King. Order 
them to be arrested at Bayonne. Desire the Duke of Dalmatia 
to send such offenders to Bayonne, in order that severe justice 
may be executed upon them. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

The letters contained in this chapter extend from the llih <^ 
January to the 26th of December, 1810. Napoleon passed the 
whole of this year in the French empire. 

He met Maria Louisa at Compi^gne on the 27th of March, 
and married her at St. Cloud on the 1st of April. 

On the 1st of July he annexed Holland to France. 

These were the principal events of the year. 



[ 576.] Napoleon to Bebthikb. 

Parts, Jan. 11, ISia 

My Cousin, — ^I sent to yon by one of my pages this morning 
a despatch containing orders for the movement of various troops 
in my armies in Spain. 

I have thought proper to make the following changes : — 
Provinces of Yalladolid and Leon. — General Loison is allowed 
to fix his head-quarters at Benevento or at Astorga. The prin- 
cipal object of his division is to hold in check all the troops in 
Gallicia, and to bring into order and defend the whole kingdom 
of Leon. His division will be composed according to my former 
orders, except that General F^ret, who is already at Leon, is to 
command one of the brigades. In this position General Loison 
will rest his right on General Bonnet, and his left on the Duke 
of Elchingen, who is at Salamanca. Communicate these dispo- 
sitions to the Duke of Elchingen. General Kellermann is to 
retain the command of the province of Yalladolid^ Write to 
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General Kellermann for informatioii as to the anurant of artillery 
belonging to F^ret's brigade, which is at Leon, and repeat the 
requisite orders for providing General Loison with eight or ten 
pieces of cannon. 

Navarre and Biscay. — General Montmarie is to command the 
brigade of Beynier's division which is intended to enter Navarre, 
and the other brigade, which is in Biscay, is to be commanded 
by General Lamartinidre. The brigade intended for Navarre, 
instead of being directed on Logroflo and Tudela, will be assem- 
bled at Pampelnna, and GTeneral Montmarie, who is energetie, 
and who will be under the orders of General Dagout, will com- 
nuind the province and take aU necessary measures for the 
destruction of the bands of insurgents. By this means Suchet, 
having no longer anything to do with Navarre, may withdraw aJI 
his troops thence to strengthen himself. All the detachments 
from the regiments of the Vistula, all those of the 14th and 44th 
regiments, and all others which are at Navarre belonging to 
General Suchet's corps, will receive orders to join their corps in 
Aragon. 

Province of Santander. — ^Desire General Beynier to send 
General Valentin to occupy Frias and Pont-di-Lara, and to send 
you constantly the correspondence of General Bonnet. You 
will express to General Bonnet my approval of all that he has 
done during the past year. You will let him know that I am 
sending the 118th and the 122nd to reinforce him ; that General 
Loison is on his way to Astorga with 12,000 men ; that I leave 
General Bonnet at liberty either to enter the Asturias or to 
undertake the expedition on Gallicia in concert with General 
Loison ; that I wish to know what he thinks about this expe- 
dition ; that perhaps at this season the snow is an obstacle ; but 
that, if he can enter from his side, it may be useful to attack 
Gallicia by the coast, while General Loison threatens it fron& 
Astorga, for, after all, it is better to carry the alarm home to the 
enemy than to allow him to make a diversion and take the offen- 
sive. Tell General Bonnet that he has the fullest powers to take 
all proper measures for obtaining the money and clothes which 
he wants in order to put my troops into the best condition possible. 
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I also wish him to provide for their pay. Santander is a rich 
proyince ; it ought not to be difficult to obtain from it a million. 
I only stipulate that all be done according to rule and without 
any kind of peculation.* 

Aragon and Oatalonia. — ^You will let General Suchet know 
that he must have 500,000 rations of biscuit in Saragossa, and 
100,000 in Alcaniz ; that he must also collect a reserve of car- 
tridges and other ammcmition at Alcaniz ; that I wish to know 
vrhether he prefers to lay siege to Lerida or to march on Tortosa; 
that I estimate his corps, when joined by all its detachments, at 
16,000 infantry and 2,000 cavalry ; that I wish him to hold him- 
self ready to go to the assistance of Barcelona, and to promote 
the arrival there of the 7th corps, which is advancing under the 
command of the Duke of Oastiglione ; that he must put himself 
as soon as possible in communication with the Duke of Oastiglione, 
who has just obtained great successes, and is in possession of 
Gerona and of the greater part of Catalonia. Send to General 
Suchet a copy of the last return which you have of the 7th corps. 
Let him know that he ought to supply his troops abimdantly 
with all that they want — clothing, shoes, cloth, &c., as well as 
pay ; that Aragon is rich enough to afford large resources, and 
my expenses are becoming so considerable that I shall in friture 
find a difficulty in providing for them all. 

Old Castile. — ^I wrote to you that Solignac was to command 
a French division of from 8000 to 9000 men. Send him word 
that, as soon as Gratien's division reaches Burgos, he is to collect 
together the German division and forward it to Segovia, where it 
will be under the orders of the King. ' Let the King know that 
I think that he had better reorganize this division, and let it 
garrison Madrid or else Segovia, and keep quiet all the environs. 

8th corps and Biscay. — General Reynier will continue to hold 
his head-quarters at Y ittoria, to hasten the formation of his three 
brigades, and to direct all the movements necessary for restrain- 

* That is to say, that all that was taken from the Spaniards was to he 
acconnted for to the French authorities. No limit whatever is set to the 
amount which General Bonnet might take. But he was not to keep, or allow 
others to keep, any portion of it nnaoooonted for. — Tb. 
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isg the iiunirgents in Nayarre and Biscay, and keeping up the 
oomnmnications with Santander, through Frias, with Burgos, 
Tadela, and Pampeluna, between Tndcla and Burgos, &e. You 
will give notice that I propose to assemble the whole of the 8th 
corps at Logrofio. For this purpose General Lagrange, with the 
1st brigade of his diyision, will enter Spain on the 14th, and 
proceed stiraight to Logrofio. The commissary-general and the 
chief of the staff will repair thither as soon as possible. The 
oommander-in-chief and all the staff will be there on the 8th of 
February. Every order shall be given to enable the divisions 
formerly belonging to Bivaud and Lagrange to reach LogrolLo 
with the utmost expedition, as well as the commissariat and the 
artillery ; this makes between 16,000 and 17,000 men who are 
to be at Logrofio in the first ten days of February. The 10th 
provisional baggage battalion will leave Pan for Logrofio on the 
21st On passing through Bayonne it will take charge of clothing 
and biscuit for the 8th corps. Order General Lagrange and the 
chief of the staff to have 200,000 rations of biscuit made at 
Logrofio. Order General Beynier to complete the supply of 
biscuit at Yittoria to 500,000 rations. Give the same order with 
respect to St. Sebastian and Burgos. Let the supply of biscuit 
at Madrid be completed to 1,200,000 rations. The cavalry of 
the 8th corps is composed of the 1st brigade, which includes the 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd provisional regiments formed out of the 3rd 
and 4th squadrons belonging to the regiments of the division of 
Latonr-Maubourg; and of the 3rd brigade, which includes the 
6th and 7th provisional regiments composed of the 8 squadrons 
belonging to Milhaud's division. That will make therefore 20 
squadrons, able to furnish more than 5000 men present under 
arms. Of the 5 dragoon brigades there remain 2 to dispose of — 
the 2nd and the 4th. You will order the 2nd and 4th brigades, 
as soon as they reach Bayonne, to continue their march, and both 
to proceed to Burgos. 

Sundry orders. — Desire the battalion of Neufchfttel, and all 
the troops at Bayonne belonging to head-quarters and to the first 
battalion of drivers, to leave Bayonne for Vittoria, where they 
will wait for further orders, taking with them 180,000 pairs of 
shoes. 
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The company of gnides, the horses of the staff, and half of 
mine,* will leave Bayonne under the escort of the battalion of 
Nenfch^tel. Order all the lancers to be sent from Bayonne. 
Repeat the order to G-enerals Loison, Reynier, and Suchet, to 
forward to Madrid all the Polish lancers whom they have under 
their orders. Desire the 11th baggage battalion to start for 
Bayonne as soon as possible. Immediately on the arrival at 
Bayonne of the infantry belonging to the gendarmerie of the army 
of Spain, make it cross the frontier and proceed toward Yittoria. 
The Doke of Abrant^s' 3rd division, composed of 4 marching 
regiments and 12 auxiliary battalions, is not to move without 
farther orders from you. 

Let me know what will be the situation of these corps on the 
Ist of February, as well as that of the 20 squadrons of gendarmes 
and the rear-guard division which I ordered to be assembled at 
Orleans. Will it be brought together at Orleans by the 1st 
February ? Besides the 4 marching regiments of infantry, the 
12 auxiliary battalions, the 20 squadrons of gendarmes, the 8 
divisions of the guard, and the rear-guard which is preparing at 
Orleans, I have ordered the formation of several marching regi- 
ments of cavalry. Send me a return of these corps, mentioning 
their strength and their position. Write to the chief of the 
staff in Spain to repeat all the orders he has already given for 
assembling the corps and collecting the detachments of infantry 
and cavalry, as well as artillery, and even the baggage and train 
battalions ; for dispersion produces nothing but disorder. 

[577.] Napoleon to Bebthier. 

Paris, Jan. 20, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Tell General Buquet that as soon as the 16 first 
squadrons of gendarmes, which are placed between Bourdeaux 
and St. Benoit, have each more than 150 men present under 
arms, I propose that he should distribute them in the following 
manner :— The 1st at Iran, the 2nd at Ernani, the 8rd at Tolosa, 

• This order that one half of his own horses should be sent to Spain shows 
tiiftft Ni^leon had resolved to go there himself^— Tb. 

Vol. n.- 
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the 4ih between Toloea and Yittoru, the 5ih at Yittoria, the 6ih 
at Miranda, the 7th at BnTiesoa, the 8th at Burgoe, the 9th at 
Lerma, the lOih at Aranda, the 11th between Aranda and Somo 
Sierra, the 12th at Somo Sierra, the 18th at Buytrago, the 14th 
at Cabecillas, the 15th at Aloorendae, and the 16th at Madrid. 
The other 4 squadrons of gendarmes will be formed into a reserve 
to reinforce the line whereyer thej maj be wanted, or to remain 
at Madrid, where I wish to have 6 available sqnadrona As soon 
as the first 6 squadrons are ready to start, you will desire General 
Bnqnet to distribute them between Bayonne and Miranda, and to 
push them on in snooession towards Madrid as fast as the others 
are ready to replace them. 

Yon will inform the Doke of Dalmatia of these dispositions, 
and of the strength of these squadrons, which, as they will 
amount to 4000 men and 1600 horses, will be able to maintain 
perfect security all along the line from France to Madrid. You 
will also let him know that I wish the line of communication 
between Bayonne and Madrid to pass through Somo Sierra, as 
it is the shortest road, and the least exposed to attack from 
Portugal. You wiU order 300 in&ntry, with 3 or 4 pieces of 
cannon, to be always placed at Somo Sierra, and carry on the 
works of the redoubt which I ordered to be raised there, in order 
to prevent this communication with Madrid from ever being in- 
tercepted, so that, even if the enemy should penetrate as far as 
Salamanca, Yalladolid, and the Guadarrama, he may yet be far 
from cutting off our passage by Somo Sierra. 

You will ask the Duke of Dalmatia to give you a plan en- 
abling the captains of gendarmes to see to the safety of the road 
for 10 leagues on the right and on the left. For this purpose it 
will be necessary to have considerable magazines and establish- 
ments at Aranda and Burgos. The troops must take their 
bread at Burgos, Aranda, and Buytrago. This will be in future 
the line of operations of the army of Spain, Aragon being subdued. 
That by Yalladolid may be interrupted at any time from Por- 
tugal. Let General H^douville know these arrangements, that 
he may inform you when the first companies of gendarmes under 
his command will be ready to move. 
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[578.] Napoleon TO Bebthier. 

Paris, Jan. 80, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Put an extract into the ' Moniteur ' from 
Greneral Loison's despatch of the 1st of January, in which he 
rektes the destruction of the insurgents. Tou will remark on 
the importance of the services thus rendered bj General Loison. 
Write to the King of Spain that, out of the 1,600,000 francs 
which Greneral Loison has levied bj contribution, 400,000 should 
be assigned to the artillery, and 400,000 to the engineers. Let 
my minister of war in Paris know this. 

You will insert in the ' Moniteur ' an extract from General 
Solignac's letter of the 5th of January, announcing the defeat of 
Cubichas, and a narrative of the whole of Milhaud's expedition, 
when he destroyed the bands of Empecinado. Take care that 
in these insertions neither the word " Pole " nor the word 
" German " be used. 

You will extract from General Suchet's correspondence a 
history of his late successes in Aragon, of the capture of Yenasco, 
of the engagements of Alfara, and of his march upon Terruel 
and Mora, after General Musnier's actions with the garrison of 
Tortosa in the neighbourhood of Alcaniz and Balca. 

[579.] Napoleon to Bebthier. 

Paris, Jan. 20, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Lagrange, who will reach 
Logrolio on the 25th February with part of his division, that he 
ought to make incursions to the distance of five or six days' 
march from Logroflo, to attack the banditti, destroy them, and 
keep the communications open for 40 miles round, in concert 
with the commandants of Navarre, the Biscays, Burgos, and 
Aragon ; that he should form moveable columns, and make use of 
the time during which his division remains there to pacify and 
disarm the country. 

Write the same thing to General Solignac. The dragoons 
who will reach Burgos on the ,* added to the troops in 

• Dlegible.— Ed. 
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the provinces of Yalladolid, Santander, and Bilbao, will enable 
him to pursue the banditti to a distance of five or six marches, 
rout them, and deliver the country from them. 



[580.] Napolbon to Bbrthikb. 

Paxil, Jan. 20, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Avril that I am much sur- 
prised at his not having marched with all his forces to destroy 
the enemy when he heard that they had re-appeared at Frias, 
and even in the neighbourhood of Orduna. At Orduna itself 
there were 515 men of the 26th of the line whom he ought to 
have put in motion. 

Tell General Beynier to order his troops to march upon Frias, 
and to clear the whole country as soon as possible ; to levy con- 
tributions, as General Loison has done, and to deposit them pro- 
visionally in the hands of a French paymaster. 

[ 581.] Napoleon to the MnnsTEB of Wab. 

Jan. 80, 1810. 

M. le Duo de Feltre, — Desire the Duke of Castiglione to 
express to General Souham my satisfaction with the manner in 
which he conducted the assault and capture of Olot. You will 
let me know the proposals which he makes for rewarding and 
promoting his officers. 

Urge the Duke of Castiglione to put his troops in motion,* in 
order to raise the blockade of Barcelona and re-provision it, and 
to lay siege to Hostalrich, that in future there may be no ob- 
stacles in the way of hb communications. 

Put into the ' Moniteur ' an account of General Souham's 
expedition to Olot, Campredon, Bibas, &>c., and of the services 

* The words of the original are, " pour faire le hlocos de Barcelone, et 
pourvoir d son r^tablissement." They are obviously cormpt. Barcelona was 
then in the hands of the French, and blockaded by the Spaniards. Probably 
tiie word '* faire " ought to be read " lever,** and the word " rStablissement " 
ought to be '* ravitaiUement," and the translation then will be, as I have made 
it^ ** in order to raise the blockade of Barcelona and re-provisioa it." — ^Ta, 
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rendered by the Duke of Oastiglione in directing this important 
operation. 



[ 582.] Napoleon to Bebtbiek. 

Jan. 22, 1810. 

My Cousin, — My orders relating to the disposition of the 
gendarmes' squadrons are to be executed in the following man- 
ner : — The 1st squadron is not to be at Irun, the 2nd at Er- 
Bani, &c. &^, As soon as the first six squadrons are ready, they 
sre to be placed thus : — The 1st at Miranda, the 2nd at Yittoria, 
the 3rd between Yittoria and Tolosa, the 4th at Tolosa, the 5th 
at Emani, and the 6th at Iran. When the 7th is fit for service, 
it must proceed to Iran, and the 1st to Briviesca, and so on in 
succession as the other squadrons are ready to start. Order all 
tiiese changes to be made. 



[ 683.] Napoleon to BEBTBDma. 

Paris, Jan. 27, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Order General Digeon to repair to Madrid to 
take the command of the 1st brigade of the 4th division of 
dragoons, which is with the 2nd corps. Desire General Fouler 
to proceed likewise to Madrid, to take the command of the 4th 
brigade of the~3rd division of dragoons of the 4th corps. Write 
to General Solignac that General Loison did right in raising 
contributions to the amount of 1,500,000 reals,* but that this 
money must be paid into the military chest, to supply the wants 
of the army. Write to the same effect to Generals Loison and 
Beynier. I approve of all the French and foreigners, who were 
taken with General Dupont, returning to France. They must 
be distributed among the different dep6ts, clothing and arms 
given to them, and they will recover heart and Frendi feelings. 

* So in the oiiginal. But it appears from the letter of the 20di Jannaiy 
that the contiibation was 1,500,000 francs, which is more than four times as 
mvoh. — ^Tb. 
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[58i.] Napolbon to Bebthdeb. 

Parfa, Jul 27, tSlO. 

Mj Cousin, — Send back the King^s aide-de-camp (Clermont 
Tonnerre) to Spain, with a letter which you will write to the 
King. Do not send him until you have receiyed my orders. 

[585.] NAFoiiBOir to Bxbtbibb. 

Puis, Jan. 98, 1810. 

My Cousin. — Let the Eang of Spain know that my finances 
are getting into disorder; that I cannot meet the enormous cost 
of Spain ; that it is become absolutely necessary that the funds 
required to keep up the artillery, the engineers, the administra- 
tion, the hospitals, surgeons, and administrators of every descrip- 
tion, should be furnished by Spain, as well as half the pay of the 
army; that no one is bound to do what is impossible; that the 
King ought to feed the army of Spain : that all I can do is to 
give two millions a month towards its pay ; that, if all this cannot 
be done, there is but one course left, that is to administer the 
provinces for the benefit of France, seeing that the state of my 
finances will not allow me to continue to make such great sacri- 
fices. You will acquaint the intendant-gen^ral and the com- 
manding officer of engineers with this state of aflEiEurs. 

[586.] Napoleon to Bbbthier. 

Jsn. 81, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Despatch the King of Spain's aide-de-camp, and 
let him carry the following instructions : — 

1. When marching on Seville and Cadiz, care must be taiken 
to be provided with all materials necessary for siege operations; 
for if the enemy is aware that the means for bombarding and 
mining are wanting, it will increase his resistance. 

2. It must be foreseen that the English may make a diversion 
by marching upon Talavera. The 5th corps, which is composed 
of our best troops, should therefore be left to oppose them ; and 
all the small bodies whose duty it is to keep up the communi- 
cation with Madrid should be put under the orders of the com* 
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mander of the 5ih corps, that he may be able to assemble them, 
and check the English. This corps might proceed to Alcan- 
tara^ and even to the frontier of Portugal, to find out what the 
English are about, and to correspond with the Duke of Elch- 
ingen. 

3. If the English should not make their diversion by a march 
upon Madrid, they may move on Salamanca; in this case the 
6th corps should be reinforced by Loison's division, by the 8th 
corps, and by 1200 cavalry, which would make any serious 
operation in the plain impossible. 

4. If the corps opposed to the English is not sufficiently 
strong ; if the detachments between Sierra Morena and Madrid 
are not under the same command ; if the English can hope to 
make an aggressive movement; Cadiz will be encouraged to 
resist. The least retrograde movement on the part of one of the 
corps belonging to the Andalusian expedition would be contrary 
to all military principles, give spirit to the insurgents, and 
discourage the French army. Only the necessary troops must 
therefore be sent to Andalusia, since a diversion on the part of 
the English must be foreseen. 

5. His Majesty was not satisfied with the* plans which I sub- 
mitted to him ; there is a want of strength in the arrangements. 
The English alone are to be feared in Spdn, the rest are mere 
partisans, who can never keep the field. 

The communication between Lisbon and Seville is rapid. If 
an insufficient corps is left upon the Tagus, the success of the 
operatioa will be endangered.* 



[[687.] Napoleon to Bebthiek. 

Paris, Feb. 8, 18ia 

My Cousin, — Send an officer with the annexed decree to 
the King of Spain and to Marshal Soult, to whom he will 

• This is the first time that the Emperor gives any advice on the Anda- 
huian expedition, although the reports of his minister, to whom Marshal 
Soah had given every detail, had informed him of the diBpcsitions made at 
Madrid for thfr approaching campaign. — lEsK 
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deliver your letter.* All orders must be issued in aocordanoe 
with this decree. I can no longer stand the enormous expense 
of mj army of Spain. I intend the administration of the 
conquered provinces to be in future in the hands of the military 
commandants, in order that all their resources may be applied 
to the maintenance of the army. In future I shall be able to 
send only two millions a-month to pay the troops whioh sur- 
round Madrid, and which form the nucleus of the army. Yoa 
will take care that possession is not taken of the new govern- 
ment of Navarre till Greneral Dufour arrives there with hia 
division. 

[ 588.] Napoleox to Bekteoer. 

Paria» Feb. 8, IStO. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to the general commanding in Aragon 
that he is to employ the revenue of the province, and, if neces- 
sary, even levy extraordinary contributions, for the pay and 
support of his army; that France can no 'longer supply all these 
demands. You will see in my decree that I intrust General 
Dufour with the government of Navarre. Give similar instrao* 
tions to him. There are enough troops in Biscay. Write to 
Generals Thiebault, Bonnet, and Kellermann, and to the Duke 
of Elchingen, that the provinces which they occupy afford 
resources suf^cient for the maintenance of their troops; that 
they must not trust to the French treasury, which is exhausted 
by the immense sums which it is constantly obliged to send out; 
that Spain swallows up a prodigious amount of specie, and thus 

♦ By this decree, often referred to as ** the Decree of the 8th of Fehniaiy,* 
the proYinces of — 

1. Catalonia, 

2. Aragon^ 

3. Navarre, 

4. Biscay, 

5. Burgos, 

6. Yalladolid, Plaoencia, and Toros, 

were erected into six goyemments under the absolute control, civil as well 
as military, of six French generals, who coixesponded with Napoleon and 
ware virtually independent of Joseph. — ^Tr. 
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impoTeriflhefl France. Let the Duke of Dalmatia's aide-de-csmp 
take your letters. Yon will write at the same time to Oenerid 
Sachet to desire him to attack with one of his divisions, and 
press yigoronslj, Mcqninenza ; at the same time he is to continue 
to threaten Valencia, and to maintain the tranquillity of Aragon. 
Tell him that Dufour's division, 7000 or 8000 strong, wiU reach 
Navarre towards the end of February, and that Montmarie's 
brigade, which is composed of detachments belonging to these 
corps, is about to proceed to Saragossa. 

[589.] Napoleoit to BerthieB: 

P«rl8, Febu 6, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Order the brigade of dragoons, composed of 
the 4th and 5th provisional regiments, under the command of 
Oenend Gardanne, which has reached Burgos, to repair to 
YaUadolid, where it is to be broken up, and the squadrons 
belonging to the 3rd, 6th, 10th, and 11th dragoons are to rejoin 
their corps, which will raise the numbers of General Keller- 
mann's division to nearly 4000. Order the 11th provisional 
raiment of dragoons, which is at Yittoria, to proceed to Madrid, 
whence it will be sent to the 2nd corps and dissolved. Thus 
the 13th and 22nd dragoons will each have their four squadrons. 
As by this means the 11th, 12th, 4th, and 5th provisional 
regiments, will be broken up, there will remain only eight 
regiments, amounting to more than 6000 men, who will form 
part of the 8th corps. Desire the Duke of Abrant^s to occupy 
the plain with this body of cavalry, to establish magazines, and 
to pursue the banditti. Ask him if it would be possible to raise 
a couple of millions from the province of Burgos to supply the 
wants of his army. 

[ 590.] Napoleon .to Bbbthbeb. 

Paris, Feb. 12, 18ia 

My Oousin, — Order Valentin's brigade to be broken up as 
soon as it has been replaced at BUbao ; and all the detachments 
of this brigade belonging to the 32nd and 6th light troops, and 
to the 76th of the line, to join the 6th corps, to be incorporated 

Vol. n.--5* 
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in iheir reqpeotiTO regimentB, and mil belonging to the llSth^ 
119th, and 120th, to repair to Santander; General Valentin ia 
himself to follow these three regiments, and to be nnder the 
oommand of General Bonnet Montnuffie's brigade : — ^As soon 
as this brigade has been replaced by (General Dofoor, yon will 
order General Montmarie to assemble it at Tndela, and thraioe 
repair to Saragossa, where General Sachet will incorporate the 
detachments of which it is composed into their respectiyc regi- 
ments in the 3rd corps. Lamartinidre's brigade : — Order all the 
men in this brigade belonging to the 8d corps to proceed to 
Saragossa, and the remainder to Burgos, whence it will supply 
garrisons to keep order in the province ; it should send strong 
detachments towards Frias to keep up the communication with 
Santander. Dufour's division : — Order this division to be com* 
posed of only the Ist and 2d marching regiments ; the 4th march- 
ing regiment is to continue its progress to Salamanca, where it 
will be incorporated into the 6th corps (with the exception of the 
detachments of the 43rd and 55th, which are to garrison the 
citadel of Burgos till further orders), and the 3rd foot marchii^ 
regiment of this division is to be broken up at Tolosa, and to be 
thus disposed of : The 700 men belonging to the 4th Swiss regi* 
ment, and the 30 men of ihe 3rd, will proceed to YaUadolid, 
under the orders of General KeUermann, which will complete the 
numbers of the Swiss battalions in his division to 2000. All 
troops belonging to the Hanoverian legion are to join the 6th 
corps. All belonging to the Irish battalions are to join the 8th 
corps. All belonging to the legion of the Vistula and to the 
Polish regiments will repair to Saragossa to be embodied in the 
legion of the Vistula. 8th corps : — Order all the men in the 
8th corps who belong to the 14th and 121st regiments to proceed 
to join these regiments at Saragossa ; all those of the 122nd to 
join Bennetts division ; and all belonging to the 15th light in- 
fantry to join the 6th corps. In consequence of these dispo- 
sitions, Lagrange's division will in future be divided into only 
two brigades ; Bonnet's division will receive an addition of more 
than 2000 men ; and the 3rd corps of more than 4000. Order 
the Duke of Abraut^ to carry his head-quarters to Valladolid, 
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to collect all his troops there, to ocoapy the kingdom of Leon, 
Benevento, and the frontier of Oallicia with small detached posts 
of cayalrj, in order to enable Loison's division to fall back npon 
Salamanca ; to keep np a constant communication with the 6tii 
corps, and to snbdue the whole plain. Kellermann's division : — 
Order Kellermann's division of dragoons, that is to say, the 3rd, 
6th, l(Hh and 11th regiments, as soon as they are completed by 
the 4th and 5th provbional regiments, which will carry their 
numbers to 3400, to march towards Salamanca, where they will 
be under the orders of the Duke of Elchingen, who commands 
the 6th corps. When you inform the Duke of Abrantte that 
Kellermann's division forms part of the 6th corps, you will direct 
him to send his cavalry to occupy the posts which were held by 
General Eellermann. 6th corps : — You will write to the Duke 
of Elchingen that, in consequence of the arrival of the Duke of 
Abrant^s at Madrid, and the occupation by him of the kingdom 
of Leon and the frontier of GaUicia, the Duke of Elchingen 
ought to desire Loison's division to join him ; that with the ad- 
ditions which his corps has received in cavalry, and, lastly, by 
his junction with Kellermann's division, he must have at least 
between 6000 and 7000 cavalry ; that Loison's division will in- 
crease his numbers to more than 36,000; that besides these, 
the Duke of Abrant^s, with another corps of 30,000 men, is on 
his rear, ready to support him ; that he must not lose a moment 
in filling the passes from Portugal with strong patrols of cavalry, 
in order to find out what is going on, alarm the English, and pre- 
vent them from coming south ; that he may spread in Portugal 
the news of the Emperor's arrival with 80,000 men ; that he 
diould occupy the summit of the pass which separates the Por- 
tuguese frontier from Ciudad Bodrigo, and place strong detach- 
ments round the town. Confer with General Lariboissidre as to 
the possibility of sending 1000 horses, laden with siege materials, 
from Burgos to Yalladolid, and thence to Salamanca. Let a 
return of the 6th corps be drawn up for me, including the addi- 
tions which I have ordered it to receive. Bonnet's division : — 
Let General Bonnet know that he is to take possession of the 
Asturias, and be under the oonmiand of the Duke of Abrantds, 
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who oconpieB the kingdom of Leon and the frontiers of Gallida ; 
that his principal business is to threaten Oallicia perpetually 
through the Astarias, find employment for enemies' troops there, 
and prevent their marching elsewhere. Oeudannes : — ^Write to 
General Buquet that the four first squadrons of gendarmes which 
enter Spain are to be placed in the three Biscays ; that the next 
four are to occupy Nayarre ; that he is to place them in saoh s 
manner as to keep perfect order in the Biscays and in Nayarre ; 
that he is to send in a report on this matter ; that I wish the 
other squadrons to be posted in Aragon, on the left of the Ebro^ 
to secure the communications between Jaca, Yenasoo, and the 
frontiers of France; lastly, that no squadron is to go beycmd 
Miranda or the Ebro without my order, except it be to a distance 
of only two or three marches to pursue banditti or escort con- 
yoys. 3rd corps : — Tell General Suohet that, since the Ist of 
January, his corps has been increased by more than one half, and 
his cayalry has been more than doubled ; that I expect him to 
send moyeable columns all oyer Aragon, to endcayour to put hin^ 
self into communication with the 7th corps, and before the 1st 
of March to inyest Mequinenza and Lerida, and push on both 
sieges yigorously. Let him know that I intend to send gendarmes, 
both horse and foot, to bring into order all the portion of Aragon 
which is between the Ebro and the Pyrenees, and that I wish him 
to send me a proposal for the details. 

SUMMARY. 

In consequence of the dispositions contained in this letter, 
Beynier's division is broken up ; Jkiontmarie's brigade becomes 
part of the 3rd corps : Valentines brigade is sent, half to the 6th 
corps, and half to Bonnet's diyision ; and Lamartinicre's brigade 
is to repair for the present to Burgos. I intend to send it farther 
as soon as the six auxilTary battalions arriye. 

The six auxiliary battalions are to continue to march towards 
Yittoria. Communicate these dispositions to the King and to the 
Duke of Balmatia. Send to them copies of all the orders issued 
since the 1st of January, in order that, if any of the expresses 
should haye been lost, they may haye the duplicates. 



f B91.] Napoleon to Berthieb. 

F«ri^ Feb. tti, ISia 

My Gonsm, — ^I do not approve of changes being made in the 
organisation of the gendarme squadrons. They will set off aa 
soon as they are complete or nearly so. The first four squadrons 
will proceed to Biscay, and the four next to Nayarre. I wish 
them to enter Spain on the 1st of March. Desira the Duke of 
Abrant^ to take with him the first proyisional battalion of the 
field equipages. By this means the Duke of Abrantds will have 
140 carriages belonging to the 10th battalion, and 140 belonging 
to the 2nd proyisional battalion, altogether 280 carriages. Desire 
him to put them into a good condition, to establish a good systmn, 
and to keep them loaded with biscuit, which he will procure either 
from Bayonne or from Burgos. He will thus be ready for any 
undertaking. Hasten the departure of the 11th battalion of field 
equipages for Bayonne, and let me know when it arriyes there. 
Write to General Hedouyille to keep at Bayonne the 51,000 
pairs of shoes which were left there by the Ist battalion of field 
equipages. They will supply the troops which pass through. 

[592.J Napoleon to Berthieb. 

Paris, Feb. 17, 18ia 

My Cousin, — Let General Suchet know that I reiterate my 
order that he lay siege to Lerida and Mequinenza, and employ the 
rest of his troops on the frontier of the kingdom of Valencia ; 
that I am especially anxious to finish with Catalonia. Tell him 
that the Xhike of Castiglione has reached Barcelona, and that he 
is to try to put himself into communication with him. Giye 
notice to General Suchet that, if he should reoeiye from Madrid 
any orders contrary to mine, he is to confflder that they haye not 
reached him, particularly in administratiye matters. 



[593.] Napoleon to Berthieb. 

Paris, Feb. 19, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Desire the 1000 artillery horses which will 
reach Bayonne on the 28th, and the 370 which will arrive on the 
24th — ^making nearly 1400 horses — ^to proceed to Saragossay 
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wbera they wQl be at the aeirioe of Oeneial Suohet for the mega 
of Lerida. They will draw the powder and erery thing that is 
required for the siege, taking oare to oany from Bayoime only 
Boch things as oannot be procured at Pampelnna or at Sangona. 
Order all the detadbments of the 8000 hcnses which are coming 
from Germany to be filled up with mules on passing through 
Poitiera Desire General Lariboissi^re to send an artilleiy 
officer to saperintend the operation. Write to inform General 
Sachet of this, and tell him that after the captare of Lerida he 
may make use of these horses for Tortosa aiid Valencia ; that he 
must invest Lerida between the 1st and the 8th of March ; that 
the Duke of Castiglione has received notice to put himself into 
communication with him. 



[ 594.] BSRTHIEB TO GbHESALB THOmrXNOT AHD DUFOUB. 

BunbouUlet, Feb. 22, 18ia 

I have sent to you the Emperor^s order, appointing you 
governor of the province of . . ., which has been placed in 
a state of siege. Placing this province in a state of siege gives 
you fall power, both military and civil, and you will in fature 
correspond directly only with me. Your relations with the staff 
of the army of Spain are concerned only with the movement of 
troops and other purely military arrangements. As I have 
already informed you, all the resources of the province must be 
devoted to the pay, the food, and the clothing of the troops, 
taking, of course, proper precautions that every thing be done 
regularly and economically. 

[596.] BjBRTMlKB TO SvGHET. 

BamboolUet, Feb. 28, 18ia 

I repeat to you, M. le Comte, the order to take possession of 
Lerida and Mequinenza, and to put yourself in communication 
with the Buke of Castiglione. The Emperor wishes that Aragon, 
which is placed in a state of siege, should communicate as little 
as possible with Madrid. Placing this province in a state of siege 
gives to you absolute authority, and it is your duty to employ all 



its imimteeB to the pay, the food, and the elothing of your anny. 
If the King, as oommander-in-chief of the anmee of Spain, 
shoiild giro you any orders affecting your administration, then 
and then only you will declare that, as Aragon has heen placed in 
a state of siege, yonr army receiTOS its orders only from the Em* 
peror. Yon mnst feel, M. le Oomte, that this declaration is to 
be made only in a case of absolute necessity : his Majesty relies 
on your prudence, on your dcTotion to his person, and on your 
attachment to the French empire. Yon mnst be aware that 
some portions of Aragon may have to be included within the 
new frontier of France. This communication, M. le Comte, i» 
between yon and me alone. 

[596.] / Joseph to Quesbt Juue. 

Cordova, April 12. 

My dear Friend, — M. Deslandes will explain to yon my posi- 
tion, and will tell you how necessary it is that it should end, and 
that I should know what are the real feelings of the Emperor 
towards me. As far as I can judge from the facts, they are un- 
&Torable, and yet I cannot account for them. What does he 
want with Spain and with me ? Let him once announce to me 
his will, and I should be no longer placed between what I appear 
to be and what I really am, in a country in which unresisting 
proTinces are giyen up to the discretion of the generals, who tax 
them as they like, and are ordered not to attend to me. If the 
Emperor wishes to disgust me with Spain, I wish for nothing 
but to retire immediately. I am satisfied with having twice 
tried the experiment of being a king ; I do not wish to continue 
it I wish either to buy an estate in France, far from Paris, 
and to liye there quietly, or to be treated as a king and a 
brother. 

If the Emperor has been irritated against me by mischief- 
makers, by the persons who calumniated me to the Spanish 
people (and thus indeed did me good when I became known), 
and if you cannot make him see the truth, I repeat that I must 
retire. 

I beg yon, therefore, to prepare for me the means of living in- 
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dependentlj in retirement, and of hemg jnst to tiiose wlio aenv 
me well. 

I embnoe jou and Zenai'de and Charlotte. 

[597.] Nafolboit to Bebthi^el 

Pari^ Feb. 28, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^I return General Thouvenot's letters to yon. 
Tell him in answer that it would be as yet premature to send for 
hostages ; that he should goyem the country with a steady hand, 
and make use of the resources which it affords for the maiutenance 
of the troops ; that four squadrons of gendarmes must hare ar- 
riyed ; that he is to post them, and to make them do duty as in 
France ; that six auxiliary battalions, amounting at least to 3000 
men, ought to haye arriyed; that 3000 marines, armed with 
muskets, and commanded by Colonel Baste, will reach St. Sebas- 
tian in the beginning of March ; that a diyision of my guard, 
6000 strong, is at Logrofio, and that, on an emergency, he may 
put them in requisition ; that 6000 of the rear-guard, under the 
command of Greneral S^ras, are on their way ; and that General 
Diifour has entered Nayarre with a diyision of 6000 men ; that, 
therefore, he cannot be in want of troops, and that he ought not 
to be uneasy ; that he must be prepared to find that the measures 
which he has taken are not agreeable to the King's ministers, but 
that this must not preyent his carrying them out, and that he is 
to allege that he has orders from me. Let him know also that 
the American merchandise should be sent to Bayonne, where it 
will be sold more easily. Tell him likewise that the crews of the 
American ships ought not to be treated as prisoners. 



[ 598. ] Napoleon to Bebthhsb. 

Paris, March 2, 1810. 

My Cousin,— Order General Lamartini^re's brigade, 5000 
strong, to repair to Valladolid, where it will be under the orders 
of General Kellermann, who will unite it to the Swiss regiment, 
and to the other detachments under his command ; he will thus 
haye between 7000 and 8000 infantry. Desire him to support 
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General Bonnet, and to keep Castile quiet ; the Duke of Abrant^s 
will thus be free to proceed in any direction without uneasiness 
as to his rear. Order the six auxiliary battalions to continue 
their march from Yittoria to Burgos, and appoint a brigadier- 
general who is on the spot to command them. These battalions 
are to be drilled and exercised, and at the same time maintain 
order and security in the Castiles ; they will communicate with 
Santander, and proceed whitliersoeyer their presence may be re- 
quired. General S^ras with the vanguard will continue his 
march, and proceed to Biscay. By this means General Thou- 
yenot will have at his disposal a good division of infantry, the 
43rd and 44th battalions of the flotilla, and four squadrons of 
gendarmes — ^more than enough to make the country perfectly 
safe. You will inform the Duke of Abrantds of these movements, 
that he may dispose of the troops in case of emergency. 



[599.] Nafoleon to Bbbthieb. 

March S, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Repeat the order that all colonial merchandise 
seized in American ships in the ports of St. Sebastian, Bilbao, 
Santander, and others, be sent to Bayonne for sale. The money 
thus obtained is to be paid into a special fund, and an account 
kept of it. I send you an answer to a question proposed by 
General Thouvenot. Tell him that the money must be paid into 
the custom-house fund at Bayonne, and that, until that has been 
done, the goods must not be delivered. 

[ 600. ] Napoleon to Clabkb. 

March 12, 1810. 

M. le Duo de Feltre, — Send this despatch to the chief of the 
staff. He will answer to the Duke of AbrantSs that the funds 
necessary for supplying all the wants of his army must be raised 
by the duke in the provinces of Yalladolid and Burgos, and that 
they mus{ be paid into his paymaster's chest. 
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[601.] Napoudoh to Bebthixs. 

Paris, March 18, 1810, 

Mj Consin, — ^Write to the Duke of Abrant^s that General 
Kellermaim is to receive all his orders from him. General Gtir- 
danne is to join the corps of Marshal Nej, who will give him em- 
ployment in his cavalry. General Marancin, who is at present at 
Yalladolid, will be employed in the corps of the Duke of Abrant^s. 



[602.] Napoueok to Bsbtbieb. 

PariB, March 16, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Express to General Bonnet my satisfaction at 
his conduct in the actions against the insurgents in the Astnrias 
on the 14th and 15th of February. Desire the Minister of Ma- 
rine Affairs to send from Bayonne some brigs or other small ships 
to carry off from Gijon the prisoners and any others who may be 
in General Bonnet's way. Write to the Duke of Abrantds that 
he must attack Astorga inmiediately, in order to support General 
Bonnet in the Asturias, establish a communication with him, and 
strike terror into Gallicia. 



Q603.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Paris, March 18, 18ia 

My Cousin, — Write to the Duke of Abrant^s that he must 
levy contributions on the provinces of old Castile, Valladolid, 
and Leon, sufficient to pay his troops. Desire the Duke of El- 
chingen to do the same thing in the provinces which he occupies, 
and to arrange with the Duke of Abrant^s the limits of the prov- 
inces from which they respectively are to raise contributions. 
Give the same order to General Bonnet, that there may be no 
arrears in the pay of his troops. Tell General H^douville to let 
me know the state of his funds at Bayonne, and what sums he 
has sent to Spain up to the 1st of April ; desire him to send no 
more to Navarre, Aragon, Biscay, Santander, Old Castile, or to 
the 6th corps. I wish, for my decisions, to know what money 
there is at Bayonne available for Spain. You must see the Min- 
ister of the Public Exchequer, and ask him what can be spared 
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for Spain in the months of March and April, and do nothing till 
you have let me know the result. 



[ 604.] Napoleon to Bebthier. 

Gompi^ev April 9, 1810. 

My Consin, — Order General Buqnet to distribnte the twenty 
squadrons of gendarmes in the following mamier : — Fonr in 
Biscay ; four in Navarre ; six in the portion of Aragon which is 
between France and the Ebro ; so that all the valleys which lead 
into France may be watched, and that these gendarmes may be 
in communication with those of France ; and six in the province 
of Santander, so that the communication between Yittoria, Bil- 
bao, and Santander may be always open. Total twenty squad- 
rons. 

My object in establishing this service is, that the provinces of 
Biscay and Navarre, the portion of Aragon which lies between 
the Ebro and France, and the province of Santander, may be 
reduced to perfect order and under a regular police. The six 
squadrons in the province of Santander will keep order round 
Miranda, Briviesca, and as far as Burgos. Write to General 
Suchet that I do not wish him to keep a single gendarme squad- 
ron at Saragossa. Let him keep them in cantonments in all the 
Aragonese valleys between the Ebro and France. 

[606.] Napouson to Bbrthiub. 

Compiegne, April 9, 18ia 

My Cousin, — Order General Ahh6 to repair to Saragossa, 
where he will be employed in the 6th corps. I approve of 
General Marancin's being employed in the 5th corps. Desire the 
horses which are wanted for the king's remounts to be sent 
to Spain. Order the 1st company of the 12th battalion of field- 
oquipages, containing thirty-six ambulance carriages, to repair to 
Yalladolid. Order the 2nd brigade of the rear-guard of the 
army of Spain, commanded by General Brenier, which will reach 
Bayonne on the 18th of this month, to continue its march to- 
wards Vittoria, where it will be at the disposal of General Seras. 
Desire the Duke of Elchingen to break up the first provisional 
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regiment of ohaaeeiurs, and to despatch the different detaehmenta 
out of which it was composed to their respectiye regiments. 
Write to the Bake of Elchingen that the province of Avila 
ought to be included in his command, and to supply proyisions to 
his army. Order 250,000 rations of biscuit from Burgos, and an 
equal quantity from Yalladolid, to be sent to Salamanca, and 
placed there at the disposal of the Duke of Elchingen. 



[606.] Imfbbial Decreks. 

Compile, April 17, 181QL 

Napoleon, Emperor of the French, King of Italy, and Pro- 
tector of the Confederation of the Rhine, — 

We have decreed and do decree as follows : — 

Art. 1. An army is formed under the name of the Army of 
Portugal. It will be composed of the 2d, 6th, and 8th corps 
of the army of Spain ; they will preserve their present organisa- 
tion. 

Art. 2. The accounts of this army will be separate from those 
of the army of Spain, dating from the Ist of May ; it will have 
a chief of the staff, an intendant g^iralj a general in command 
of the cavalry, another to command the artillery, and a third, 
commanding the engineers. 

Art. 3. Our Ministers of War, of the Administration of War, 
of the Public Exchequer, and the Chief of our Staff, are in- 
trusted with the execution of this decree, which will not be 
printed. 

Marshal the Duke of Rivoli, Prince of Essling, is appointed 
commander-in-chief of the army of Portugal, created by our 
decree of the 17th of April, 1810. 

[607.] Napoleon to Clabkb. 

Ck)mpidgiie, April 17, 1810. 

Monsieur le Due de Feltre, — ^Write to the Duke of Casti- 
glione that the plains between Lerida and Villa Franca are very 
fruitful, that General Suchet lost nothing in his retreat from Va- 
lencia, and that ho has always beaten every thing before l^ini, I 
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presume that by this time the Duke of Castiglione has taken Tar- 
ragona, and that he is in communication with the army of Aragon. 



[60S.] Napgleozt to Bbbthieb. 

Gompldgne, April 17, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^I send you back M. Pennine's report. The 
King of Spain is to have no voice as to the confiscation and dis- 
posal of the British goods in Andalusia. He is only the com-^ 
mander of my army. All the English goods, all the money 
owing to the English on any grounds whateyer, are to be paid 
into the treasury of the army. It is not with Spanish troops 
that the King is conquering Spain. I do not understand this 
constant refusal to use the means of paying the army. 

[609.] Napoleon to Berisier. 

Ck)mpldgne, April 17, 1810. 

J/Lj Cousin, — Write to General Sachet that I am extremely 
displeased at his having marched upon Valencia, instead of 
marching, as I desired him, upon Lerida. Tou will also express 
to him my displeasure that he was not before Lerida in the be- 
ginning of March. Although his artillery was not to arrive till 
the 20th of April, he ought to have taken up his position in front 
of Lerida, and to have sent forward strong detachments to open 
a communication with the army of Catalonia. He ought to 
have left a strong division to watch Valencia, hold the country in 
check, and look out for the enemy's movements by sea. General 
Suchet went, in spite of my orders, to Valencia ; he returned 
without sufficient cause, and risked his troops. Instead of per- 
forming his appointed task, he left inactive the fine army with 
which I intrusted him. His conduct has in no way answered my 
expectations. The Duke of Castiglione must have been much 
surprised, when he marched upon Villa Franca on the 20th of 
March, to find no troops to support his right flank. It is essen- 
tial that General Suchet should repair his blunders. 
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[610.] Napoleon to Clabkk. 

Compile, April 28, ISIO. 

Monsienr le Due de Feltre, — ^I wrote to you a few days ago to 
order the Polish light-honse to proceed to Spain. I wiah you 
to give them ooouter-orders. It will be enough for the general 
in command of the guard to choose, from among the men most 
fit for active service, a sufficient number to complete the two 
squadrons of the regiments in Spain to four hundred men. 

I told you to send the division of the Guard under OenenJ 
Dumoutier's command to Spain. Send immediately counter- 
orders to the brigade of fusileers, and stop it at Angers, or 
wherever it may be. Let General Dumoutier continue his march 
with the rest of his division. Order the brigade of conscripts 
which is at Paris to march from thence and replace the fnsileers 
in the division of General Dumoutier. This division, reinforced 
by 6000 conscripts, will proceed to Spain. Give strict orders 
that these troops be marched carefrilly, without fatiguing them. 
The brigade of fdsileers will remain at Angers, and the old guard 
at Paris. 

The detachment of fnsileers which is at Bayonne will remain 
there to garrison the castle of Marrac. Let me know what is 
the general depot of cavalry which appears in your return as 
being in Paris. 

[611.] Nafoucon to Bebthxsb. 

Ck>mpi^e, April 80, 18ia 

My Cousin, — General Dorsenne is ordered to Burgos to take 
the command of my guard, composed of Roguet's division, con- 
sisting of two regiments of fnsileers and tirailleurs, and of Du- 
moutier's division, consisting also of two regiments of fusileers 
and tirailleurs, which is under orders to march from Angers to 
Burgos. Each of these divisions is 6000 men strong, and has 
eight heavy guns. 

Twelve pieces of light artillery will join Dumoutier's division 
as it passes through Bourdeaux, making altogether twenty-eight 
pieces. I have ordered to Bayonne the Berg lancers and the 
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PoliBh light-horse, which, joined to the two regiments of ohaaseurs, 
the dragoons, and the heayy horse, will make up the cayalr j to 
2500 men. I have ordered General Lepic to take the command 
of this cavahT^. Yon will order General Dorsenne to correspond 
with yon and to receive orders only from you. He will occupy 
Borgos and Aranda, and keep up the communication with San- 
tander, Vittoria, and San Domingo. You will give him the chief 
command in the province of Burgos. I have added to my guard 
a corps of marines, commanded by General Baste, and a corps of 
marine-artificers, which will make this corps amount to 16,000 or 
17,000 men. You will instruct General Dorsenne that, if the 
English march against the Duke of Bivoli, he is authorised to 
move to his assistance ; but that, except in that case, his business 
is to keep quiet the country along the Douro, and as far as San- 
tander, and to employ columns to protect the communications with 
Navarre and Yalladolid. You will order him to be at Burgos on 
the 12th of May, to have always 500,000 rations of biscuit ready 
to move with the guard, to improve the fortifications of Burgos, 
to put the whole country in a state of defence, and to keep it 
qxdet. You will join the battalion of Neufch4tel and the com- 
pany of guides to my guard. I have ordered the 3rd, 4th, and 
7th provisional demi-brigades and the infantry regiment of the 
Grand Duchy of Berg to proceed under the orders of a brigadier- 
general to Bayonne, and from thence to Yittoria. You will let 
me know the day of their arrival that I may give them frirther 
orders. 

[612.] Nap<mjh>k to BsBTmEB. 

Compidgne, April 2d, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^I send you back the whole correspondence with 
Spun; extract from it articles for the iMoniteur,' which you 
will show to me to-morrow at St. Quentin before you send them 
to the press. Under the title ^^ Siege of Cadiz '^ you may insert 
the journal of the siege from the beginning until now, suppressing 
any objectionable matter. Under tibe title of " Daily accounts of 
flkirmishes and unimportant affairs which have occurred in differ- 
ent part0 of Spain," you will insert a short narrative of th6 ao- 
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tions of Malaga and Ronda, of the smaller landings of the Eng- 
lish, of the little affair of General Foy, of Oeneral St Croix's 
reconnaissance in the North, of the affiiirs of General Bonnet ; 
printing the notes which we have of them.. The officers who 
haye distinguished themselves should be named, for, although the 
actions were of little importance, they risked their lives in them. 
Besides, all this will throw light on the affiiirs of Spain. 

[618.] Nafolbok to Bebthier. 

Berg-op-Zoom» 'Mnj 9, 1810L 

My Cousin, — Let the King of Spain and the Duke of Dal- 
matia know that, if the armies of La Bomana and of the other 
insurgent generals obtain recruits, the reason is twofold : 1st, the 
creation of a Spanish army into which the peasants fear thai they 
shall be pressed, and therefore leave their homes ; and 2ndly, the 
errors committed in the treatment cf the prisoners taken at 
Ocafia and elsewhere. 



[614.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Lflle, Uaj 88, 18ia 

My Cousin, — Write to General Suchet that I approve highly 
of his exchanging Spaniards for French ; that I give him carte- 
blanche, provided that he does not allow himself to be cheated, 
and that the exchanges take place simultaneously. 



[615.] Napoleon to Bebthier. 

May 27, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Send a staff-officer to General Suchet with 
orders to destroy Lerida, employing the powder which he found 
there to blow up the fortifications in such a manner as to render 
it impossible for them to be rebuilt. He will keep only a citadel 
or fort commanding the town, in which 500 or 600 men may hold 
out for a long time. This citadel must be furnished with arms 
and provisions for six months. I shall wait till a report is 
sent to me before I decide on the preservation of the existing 
citadel or fort All the rest of the stores will be sent to France by 
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the shortest road. I conclude that General Sachet has com- 
menced the siege of Mequinenza, and that I shall soon hear of 
its haying been taken. After doing this he will march upon 
Tortosa, take the place, and write to Marshal Macdonald, who, 
at the same time, will march on Tarragona. 

You will order General Sachet to levy a contribution of 
several millions on the town of Lerida, to enable him to pay his 
troops in full. 

Lerida is capable of paying a war- tax of 12 million reals.* 



[616.] Napoleon to Bsbthus. 

Ma7 2T, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Write to the Duke of Dalmatia that Lerida 
and Hostalrich are taken ; that by this time Mequinenza is no 
doubt also taken ; and that I have ordered General Sachet to 
march upon Tortosa, and Marshal Macdonald to take Tarragona; 
that, when these two places are captured, General Sachet may, 
with a corps of 30,000 men and the necessary siege materials, 
march upon Yalencia, and reduce it ; that General Suchet's oper- 
ation was premature, and could only occasion the loss of our men; 
that the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo may cause a battle ; that there- 
fore General Reynier with the 2nd corps should proceed towards 
Abrant^s, under the orders of the Prince of Essling, to manoeuvre 
on the right bank of the Tagus ; that the 1st, 4th, and 5th corps 
and Dessolles' division are more than enough for the South ; that 
the 5th corps should move towards Portugal on the side of 
Badajoz ; that the Emperor cannot understand what is meant by 
arming all the towns in Spain, and how it is that experience has 
not shown the danger of putting arms into the hands of a people 
who have always made such a bad use of them ; that such policy 
is madness ; that it is equally inconceivable that no contributions 
should be raised in the country occupied by the army, in order to 
pay and to feed it. 

* About 120,000i— Tb. 
Vol. n.- 
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[617J Napoleon to Besthieb. 

Dieppe, May 2T, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to the King of Spain that it grieres me 
to see him arming the Spaniards to such an extent; its onlj 
effect is to increase their resistance, and to spill the blood of the 
French soldiers. It is difficult to understand this obstinacy in a 
false system after having been so repeatedly deceived. 

Write to the Prince of Essling that it appears from the 
English newspapers that the English army consists of only 23,000 
English and Germans, and 22,000 Portuguese ; that therefore, if 
the English attempt to interfere with the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
he has more than enough troops to beat them; that he should 
march on that town with the 6th and 8th corps ; that he should 
leave with Ckneral Kellermann 2000 dragoons and from 3000 to 
4000 infantry belonging to the 8th corps, so that General Keller- 
mann, with these troops, the auxiliary battalion, and his own, 
will have a body of about 10,000 men, infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery, which is enough to keep up the communication ; that 
he, the Prince of Essling, with the 6th and the remainder of the 
8th corps, making altogether more than 50,000 men, ought to 
take Ciudad Bodrigo, and to beat the English if they advance. 

Order General Beynier to approach Alcantara with, the 2nd 
corps to manoeuvre on the right of the Tagus with the Prince of 
Essling, under whose orders he is. 

Write to the King of Spain that, as the English alone are to 
be feared, he should put General Beynier, with the 2nd corps, 
under the orders of the Prince of Essling, to march upon Alcan- 
tara and manoeuvre on the right of the Tagus ; that the 1st, 4th, 
and 5th corps and DessoUes' division are more than enough for 
Andalusia ; that this will assist the Prince of EssUng to prevent 
the siege of Ciudad Bodrigo from being raised, to take the place, 
and to fulfil my intentions. 

You will also write to the King of Spain that he is to give 
no orders to the army of Aragon ; and that he ought to combine 
his operations with judgment, in order to finish this business once 
for alL 
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[6I8.3 Napoleon to Bebthier. 

Havre, May 29, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Order General Reille, my aide-de-camp, to 
repair to Pampelona, where he is to undertake the command of 
the whole of Navarre, with the title of Governor. You will 
give him instructions similar to those formerly given to General 
Dufour. 

You will order General Dufour to proceed without delay to 
Seville, where the Duke of Dalmatia will employ him in a division 
on active service. 

You will let General Eeille know that, hesides the troops 
already in Navarre, others are about to repair thither ; that 
General Dorsenne may even Ornish him with a few battalions of 
my guard, reljring on his prudence to give them suitable employ- 
ment, and not to compromise the honour of the corps. 



[619.] Napoleon to Bebthies. 

Ilayre, May 29, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Send word to the Prince of Essling that, ac- 
cording to the English accounts, the army of General Wellington 
consists only of 24,000 men, English and Germans, and that the 
Portuguese have only 25,000 ; but that I do not choose to enter 
Lisbon at present, because I should not be able to feed the town, 
the immense population of which obtain their provisions by sea ; 
that the summer must be spent in taking Ciudad Bodrigo, and 
afterwards Almeida ; that the campaign must be managed, not 
by unconnected expeditions, but methodically ; that the English 
general, as he has less than 3000 horse, may wait for the attack 
in a coimtry where cavaby is useless, but will never oflfer battle 
in a plain. 

The 3 infantry divisions of the 6th corps alone amount to 
24,000 men. The 8th corps is to consist of two divisions, thus 
composed : — 1st, ClausePs division as it stands, with the addition 
of the battalion of the 46th which is with Lagrange's division ; 
this will bring it to 8500 men. 2ndly, Solignao's division with 
the 65th, which will raise it to 9000. Total of the 8th corps. 
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17,500 men. These 5 divisions will therefore amount to more 
than 40,000 men. The battalions of the 2nd, 4th, and 12th light 
troops, the 32nd and 58th of the line, under the orders of Briga- 
diers Corsin and Janin, will form part of the division of General 
S^ras, who will thus have imder his command these 5 battalions, 
3000 men ; the 4 auxiliary battalions, 3000 ; the 113th and the 
4th battalion of the Vistula, 3000 ; in the whole 9000 men. 

General S^ras will also have under his command Brigadiers 
Gorsin and Janin. 

The cavalry is to be disposed in the following manner : — 

The 3rd hussars and the 15th chasseurs, which ought to 
amount to 2000 men, will remam attached to the Duke of El- 
chingen. 

The loth, 25th, 3rd, 6th, 10th, and 11th dragoons, altogether 
6 regiments and nearly 5000 cavalry, will compose the cavalry 
reserve which is to be commanded by General Montbrun. These 
alone will amount to 7000. 

The 1st brigade of dragoons, 1500 strong, and composed of 
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd provisional regiments, will remain attached 
to the Duke of Abrant6s. The 2nd, composed of the 6th and 7th 
provisional regiments, will be attached to General Kellermann ; 
and the 3d, composed of the 8th, 9th, and 10th, to General 
S^ras. 

The Prince of Essling will therefore have 40,000 infantry 
and between 9000 and 10,000 cavalry, without counting the artil- 
lery, sappers and miners, &c., which will constitute for him an 
army of 50,000 men. He will besiege with them first Ciudad 
Bodrigo, and afterwards Almeida, and will thus prepare himself 
to march systematically on Portugal, which ought not to be 
entered till September, when the heats are over, and, above all, 
after the harvest. 

Lahoussaye's division will remain with the army of the south. 
[written in the Emperor^s own handwriting,^ 

General Beynier will proceed towards Alcantara with two 
divisions of infantry, forming 14,000 men, with the 1st hussars, 
the 22nd chasseurs, the Hanoverian chasseurs, and the 8th dra- 
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goons, altogether 2000 cavalry, whicli will form a corps of between 
16,000 and 17,000 men. 

General Reynier will thus be placed to the left of Ciudad 
Bodrigo, occupying Alcantara, threatening Portugal from that 
side, and keeping up the communication with Madrid. The 
Prince of Essling is to maintain him in this position, and not 
allow him to be driven from it. 

The Prince of Essling will thus have under his command 
seven infantry divisions, 54,000 strong, and 11,000 cavalry, 
which will make an army of from 65,000 to 70,000 men. 

On his right will be General S6ras, who, with 9000 foot and 
1500 horse, will manoeuvre between Astorga, the kingdom of 
Leon, and Zamora, so as to keep up his communication with 
General Bonnet, threaten Portugal on the side of Braganza, and 
cover the plain of Yalladolid. General S^ras will be under the 
orders of General Kellermann, who will have 1200 cavalry, 
counting the Swiss and the different dep6ts, to keep the plain 
quiet. In this way General Kellermann will have at his disposal 
between 12,000 and 13,000 men. 

It is to be added that before the Prince of Essling enters 
Portugal a reserve of 20,000 men will have reached Valladolid. 
Give all the requisite orders to the Prince of Essling and to 
Gknerals Kellermann and S^ras; let General Sonnet be informed; 
and, lastly, let the Duke of Dalmatia know of all these arrange- 
ments. 



[ 620.] Nafolbok to Bebthieb. 

HftTre, May 29, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Order General S^ras, with the 113th of the 
line and the regiment belonging to the legion of the Vistula, to 
repair to Yalladolid. He will take under his command the four 
auxiliary battalions, of which you will desire him to take par- 
ticular care: his division will thus be composed of eight bat- 
talions. The Prince of Essling will give him 1200 horse and 
3000 foot, that his corps may amount to 10,000 men. With 
these (General S^raa will hold the army of Gallicia in check. 
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[621.] Napoleon to Bebthike. 

Havre, May 29, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Answer to General Dorsenne that he has abso- 
lute command over the province of Burgos, over the military as 
well as over the police and the finances ; that the troops of all 
kinds, artillery, engineers, French and Spanish, and of every 
nation, are under his orders. Fix clearly the boundary of 
General Dorsenne's conuuand ; tell him that I wish him to keep 
his troops in constant motion to repress the banditti ; that he 
should even send column3 to the frontiers of Navarre, to the 
defiles of Santander, and wherever they are required ; that for 
this purpose he must form seven or eight moveable columns, con- 
sisting of Polish light horse and young soldiers ; but desire him 
to keep my old soldiers together, so as to lose none by any acci- 
dent. The 400 Polish light horse, the 800 lancers from the 
Grand Duchy of Berg, make together 1200 cavalry, which he 
may form into six colunms, adding to them one or two companies 
of infantry, according to circumstances. These detachments 
may proceed in every direction, pursue the banditti without 
mercy, and drive them out of the borders of Navarre and the 
province of Santander. Besides these, he should always have in 
hand between 2000 and 3000 men, infantry and cavalry, to pro- 
ceed whithersoever they may be wanted. 

Send word to General Dorsenne that there are more troops 
on their way to him ; that he must, therefore obtain from Soria, 
Aranda, and other parts of the province, provisions enough to 
supply him always with 500,000 rations of biscuit and several 
million rations of provisions stored in the country surrounding 
Burgos. 

Write to the Prince of Essling to let him know the extent 
of General Dorsenne's command, and inform him that that com- 
mand is independent, as General Dorsenne may at any time re- 
ceive orders front me ; but that General Dorsenne is to send 
columns in every direction, and not to refuse anything which 
may keep up and secure the communications. 
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[622.] • Napoleon to Bbrthieb.' 

Havre, May 29, 1810. 

Mj Cousin, — Write a circular to the different marshals com- 
manding in Spain, and to the governors, to express my displeasure 
that, by their orders, sums of money have been taken out of the 
hands of the paymasters appointed by the Minister of the 
Treasury ; that this step is illegal, and contrary to the rules of 
administration. 

In the Emperor* s hand: — They have no right to appoint 
receivers ; those who receive contributions must be the men of 
the treasury. 

[62S.] Napoleon to Bebthier. 

Havro, May 5», 18ia 

My Cousin, — Write to General Dufour that I am extremely 
displeased at his want of activity ; that, instead of remaining idle 
in ihe town, he ought to be at the head of his columns, and pro- 
ceed in all directions to destroy the banditti. 

f 624.] Decree op Napoleon. 

Havre, May 29, 1810. 

Napoleon, Emperor of the French, King of Italy, Protector 
of the Confederation of the Ehine, Mediator of the Swiss Con- 
federation, &c., — ^We have decreed and do decree as follows : — 

Art. 1. The province of Burgos is to form a separate govern- 
ment, imder the name of the Fifth Government of Spain. 

Art. 2. The provinces of Valladolid, Palencia, and Toro, are 
to form a separate government, under the name of the Sixth 
Government. 

Art. 3. The Chief of our Staff, and our Ministers of War and 
of the Treasury, are charged with the execution of this decree. 

[ 626.] Decree op Napoleon. 

Havre, May 29, 1810. 

Napoleon, Emperor of the French, King of Italy, Protector 
of the Confederation of the Rhine, Mediator of the Swiss Con- 
fiederation, &o., — ^We have decreed and do decree as follows : — 
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Art. 1. In each of the six governments of Spain are to be 
receivers, who will be appointed bj our Minister of the Treasury, 
and who alone will receive the revenue arising from ordinaiy or 
extraordinary contributions. 

Art. 2. In the other parts of Spain the ordinary and extra- 
ordinary contributions intended for the army shall be paid into 
the chests of the military paymasters. 

Art. 3. The six receivers established in the six governments, 
and the paymasters acting as receivers in the other parts of Spain, 
will correspond with the receiver-general of the contributions of 
Spain, who will reside at Bayonne, 

Art. 4. All our generals, intendants, and civil and military 
officers in our armies, are expressly ordered to have the contri- 
butions paid only into the receivers' chests for the six govern- 
ments, and into the paymasters' chests for the other parts of 
Spain. 

Art. 5. The receivers appointed by any other authority than 
that of our Minister of the Treasury will cease their functions 
as soon as this decree is made public, and will repair to Paris 
with the utmost diligence, and carry all the pap^s containing 
accounts of their receipts and expenditure to our Minister of the 
Treasury. 

Art. 6. The Chief of our Staff, and our Ministers of the 
Treasury and of War, are charged with the execution of this 
decree as it concerns them respectively. 

[ 626.] Napoleon to Bekthier. 

Batnbouillet, Jaly 10, 1810. 

My Cousm, — Order the 2nd division of the rear-guard of the 
army of Spain to continue its operations in Navarre, with the 
exception of the 1st provisional regiment, which is to remain at 
Tolosa, and to keep the whole province of St. Sebastian. This 
arrangement will allow the posts of my guard to collect -together 
at Yittoria and Bilbao. 

The 1st provisional regiment will stay in the province of St. 
Sebastian till fresh troops arrive to take its place. Desire Gen- 
eral EeiUe to send back to their corps all the troops which do 



not belong to him. With his 6000 men, the gendttrmes, and the 
two squadrons of the 0th hnssars, he ought to re-establish order 
in Navarre. 



[627,] Napoleon to Bbbthier. 

BambonlUet, July 10, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Dorsenne that he is to scour 
the country, by keeping in constant motion six or seven columns, 
composed each of 200 cavalry, and from 600 to 700 infantry, and 
to combine their movements so that two or three may always be 
able to xmite. Ask him why this has not been done already, and 
tell him to take advantage of the harvest to fill his magazines at 
Eurgos. 

[ 628.] Kafouson ax> BsRrmEB. 

Bambonillet, J0I7 14, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Beynier that I am waiting to 
hear that he has raisedLcontributions in the country which he oc- 
cupies, in order to feed and pay his troops ; that war is supported 
by war. Write the same thing to General Dorsenne ; tell him 
that as yet I have not seen one letter from him giving an account 
of .his administration, of the contributions which he levies, and 
of his resources. Send the annexed letter* to the King, to let 
him know that he must provide for the wants of the army. 

[629.] Instructions fob thh Duks op Dalmatia. 

Kambonillet, Jnlj H 1810. 

I enclose to you, M. le Due, an Imperial decree, which M. le 
Duo de Feltre, the Miuister of War, has sent to me. You will 
see/ by this decree that the Emperor has considered it expedient 
for the good of his service to appoint you commander-in-chief of 
his army of the South in Spain. His Majesty's object in this 
arrangement is, that your authority and your movements may be 
more direct and unembarrassed. 

* The next letter but one. — ^Tb. 
Vol. n.— 6* 
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mJi?S"JS!S1S!:^i %hed"S ^« territory subject to your amy 

throw the ntponfltbuitj npon extends to the left of the Sierra-Morena. 

him. 

His Majesty's desire is, that yoa shdald 
take the most effectual means of providing for the pay and the 
requirements of your army. You must act on the principle that 
war is supported by war. You must push forward the operations 
on Cadiz, and take measures for getting rid of the banditti. His 
Majesty supposes that you have occupied, and entrenched the most 
important posts, to keep open your communications, and to pre* 
vent their being insulted by the banditti which infest the country. 

If necessary, M. le Due, the Emperor authorizes you to sell 
the English goods, and even to levy {in the Emperor's hand] ex- 
traordinary contributions, to supply the wants of your army. In 
case the ordinary contributions be not sufficient for the pay, you 
must raise large contributions, chiefly upon the countries which 
are yet unsubdued. 

Your appointment as commander-in-chief of the army of the 
South makes no change in the actual state of things, since in fact 
you already command. A few wor(Js in your general orders will 
be enough. This new arrangement ought to excite as little sen- 
sation as possible. 

I need not remind you of the respect which you owe to the 
King. You must act in concert with his ministers, although you 
have in reality the chief command. The Emperor did not choose 
to leave the movements of his army of the South any longer un« 
decided. He thought that it was time to prove the confidence 
with which you have inspired him. Your talents prevented his 
having any doubt as to who should fill so important a command. 

N.6. Write to the Dukes of Belluno and of Treviso, and to 
General Sebastiani, to give them notice that they form part of 
the army of the South, under the command of the Duke of Dal- 
matia. 

[630.] Bbrthier to Joseph. 

Bambonillet, July 14, 1810. 

Sire, — The Emperor commands me to have the honour of 
Writing to your Majesty to inform you that, in consequence of 
your residence at Madrid, he considers the army of Andalusia as 
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lumng no immediate chief, the Duke of Dalmatia haviiig no 
legal anthority ; 80 that no one is responsible for what may hap- 
pen to the three corps which combine their operations in the 
0oatk of Spain, in the event of the slightest disturbance or insub- 
ordination on the part of one of the commanders of the three 
aorps {^ve illegible words in the Emperor* s handwriting^, to 
form one army of the South, composed of the 1st, 4th, and 5th 
corps. Your Majesty sees that the appointment of a general 
directly responsible will enable the operations of this army to be 
more rapid. The Duke of Dalmatia, as he has been so fortunate 
as to deserve your Majesty's confidence, and also that of the Em- 
peror, might be intrusted with this command. 

The Emperor, Sire, is deeply grieved to hear that the army 
which is laying siege to Cadiz is in a state of complete destitution 
— that their pay is nine months in arrear. This state of things 
may be productive of serious misfortunes. His Majesty can send to 
Spain no more than the two millions a month which he has assigned 
to that employment, because the money of France is exhausted ; 
because, in the present state of afiairs in Spain, war must support 
war ; because all the resources in the country must be employed 
to feed, pay, and clothe the troops which conquer it ; because to 
discipline and pay Spanish troops is to discipline and pay one's 
enemies; because, lastly, soldiers must be paid before civilians, 
and above all the French troops, who alone support your Majesty 
in Spain. The Emperor thinks that Seville, Cordova, Malaga, 
and aU those fine countries, ought to supply abundantly the wants 
of the army of the South, and furnish its pay. 

[ 681.] Bbbthibr to Sughbt. 

Bamtwuillet, July 14, 1810. 

The Emperor, M. le Gto^ral Compte de Suchet, desires me to 
tell you that he wishes you, as soon as you have taken Tortosa, to 
put it into the hands of the Duke of Taranto, and to assemble 
your army in Aragon, to enable you to second the invasion of 
Portugal, which his Majesty proposes after the capture of Tortosa 
and Tarragona lUlegiMe words in the Emperor^s writing}. 
Divide your army into two bodies. With the first, consisting of 
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ftboat 15,000 men, yoa will march towarda Yalladolid, manoeia- 
vring so as to support our operations until the English have been 
beaten and driven into the sea. You will leave the other corps, 
consisting of 12,000 men, to hold Aragon ; and as soon as the 
English arc turned out of Portugal, jou will return to Aragon 
with jour first 15,000 men, and nuurch upon Valencia with jour 
whole armj. At the same time the arm j of Catalonia will send 
a division bj Tortosa, and the Duke of Dalmatia will assist jour 
expedition with a corps of from 15,000 to 20,000 men. 

While jou are marching upon Yalladolid, the horses belonging 
to jour siege artillerj will recover themselves, and jour siege 
materials will be repaired readj for the attack upon Yalencia. 

[/n iJie Emperor* s writing,'] In short, jou must take Tor- 
tosa, and afterwards assemble jour armj and hold jourself readj 
to execute the Emperor^s orders. You must, however, be some- 
what governed bj events ; and after the capture of Tortosa jou 
must not leave that part of the countrj without the Emperor'9 
orders. 



[632.] Napoleon to Berthies. 

St GIoQd, July 19, 1810. 

Mj Cousin, — Order three millions to be sent in one convoj to 
the head^quarters of the armj of the South, escorted bj a corps 
of 1200 men, which is to be formed bj General Quesnel at 
Bajonne, of all the available detachments from the 1st, 4th, and 
5th corps, and of all that can be obtained from the Polish depots* 
You will put this escort under the command of one of jour aides- 
de-camp, or of an intelligent colonel, who will have orders to take 
this convoj untouched to its destination, and will be responsible 
that no monej be subtracted from it, even at Madrid. He will 
carij an order from me to this efifect. Governors Thouvenot and 
Dorsenne will make arrangements for adding to this escort of 
1200 men, detachments of infantrj and cavalrj from everj post 
in their governments. Write to the Dukes of Dalmatia, Belluno, 
and T revise, and to General Sebastiani, that thej also are to reuoi- 
force the escort in La Mancha and in the districts occupied bj 
their armies. This convoj of three millions will go straight to 
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SeTille. ' It is intended to bring up all arrears in the pay of the 
army of the SoutL 



[633.] Napoleon to Clarke. 

St Cloud, Jnly 27, 1810. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — ^Let the King of Naples know that all 
his troops in Spain desert^ and are in a wretched state, and that I 
will have no more of them. Order Mar^chal Perignon not to 
send any more, and General MioUis to let none pass. They are a 
gang of thieves, and poison the country through which they pass. 

You do not say that Girona is destroyed, nor whether my 
orders have been fulfilled with respect to the destruction of 
Lerida. 



[ 634.] Bebthieb to MassAna. 

Paris, July 29, 1810. 

The Emperor, M. le Prince d^Essling, desires me to express 
to you his satisfaction on the important capture of Ciudad Rod' 
rigo. His Majesty sees with pleasure that according to your 
arrangements Almeida is now invested. It is essential to take 
Almeida as well as the fortress of the Concepcion ; you will then 
be well supported when you march on Lisbon. 

Ciudad Rodrigo ought to be put in good order, and to be the 
general depdt for the army of Portugal, both for provisions and 
ammunition. You have of course ordered the harvest to be 
brought in, and have collected in Ciudad Rodrigo all the pro- 
visions which can be obtained. 

The Emperor is of opinion that Almeida may be taken 
towards the end of August, and that in the beginning of Sep- 
tember you may be ready to march upon Lisbon. His Majesty 
leaves it to you to give battle or not to the English, as you think 
proper. 

The Emperor considers that Badajoz ought not to be taken, 
as it would engage us in a long siege, and afterwards it would be 
necessary to lay siege to Elvas, which is stronger still ; but when 
once the English have been well beaten, and have re-embarked, 
BadajoB and Elvas will fall of themselves. 
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Gkneral Droaet [in the Emperor's hand] wiU reach Vattado- 
lid on the 1st of September mth a corps of infantry and can- 
airy amounting to 12,000 men, which, joined to the divisions of 
S^ras and Bonnet, will form an army able to hold Oaliioia in 
check, and to take possession of it as soon as jon have marched 
on Lisbon [in the Emperor's handwriting], or to keep up your 
communications. 



[685.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

8taond,Jal721,18ia 

My Ooosin, — ^I send yon back the Prince of Essling's propo- 
sals for granting rewards on account of the capture of Oiudad 
Rodrigo. Let me know the names of the individuals mentioned 
in the despatches relating to the capture or to the details of the 
siege, and tell me what rewards you propose. Let me also know 
what regiments were employed in the siege ; they alone have a 
right to be rewarded 



[ 686.] Napoleon to Clarke. 

St Clond, Aug. 8, 1810. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — The 9th corps of the army of Spain 
will be composed of two divisions, the 1st commanded by General 
Clapar^de, the 2nd by General Conroux, who is useless in Cata- 
lonia. 

General Cottin will command the artillery, Colonel Dubreuille 
the engineers. Brigadier-General Fournier will command the 
whole of the cavalry. Brigadier-General Gerard will be em- 
ployed in one of these divisions. General Dupellin, late colonel 
of the 85th, will be ordered to join Friant's division. Propose to 
me another brigadier to put in his place. 

I do not approve of 12-pounders being replaced by 8-pounders. 
I choose to have 12-pounders : they are more useful in Spain 
than elsewhere, because they are wanted against convents and 
against the walls of the smaller towns. There are a great many 
12-pounders at Burgos. General Drouet, having gunners, horses^ 
and ammunition, may take 12-pounders from thence. 



AJrriLLBBT. 185 

To take your artillery companies from Boulogne seems going 
too far. Have you none at Toulouse, or in the islands of B^ and 
Oleron ? 

I approve of your sending some Dutch artillery officers. I 
will not have any of the artillery belonging to my army of the 
North sent to Bayonne ; the distance is too great. Keep back 
300 horses from the train intended for Seyille. 

I think that the 5th company of the 2nd battalion, and tho 
5th company of the 1st battalion of sappers and miners at Alex* 
andria, are too far off to be sent for ; find some who are nearer. 

It is necessary to have some waggons filled with engineering 
tools in the suite of the army. All these things will be found at 
Metz. 

• 

[637.] Napoleon to Bsri'hiks. 

Trianon, Aug. 8, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Let the Prince of Essling know that the 44th 
battalion of the flotilla which is at Yalladolid is at his disposal, 
and that it will be of use to him in crossing rivers, and above all 
when he crosses the Tagus before Lisbon. 

If there are any shoes at Bayonne, order 6000 to be sent to 
Burgos. 

Write to General Bonnet that he is authorised to send back to 
their depdts the invalided officers and soldiers who are unfit for 
active service. Tell him also that, if the regiments under his 
orders are reduced to less than 2000 present under arms, he had 
better send back to France the cadre of the 4th battalion, distri- 
buting the men among the other battalions, but not unless these 
regiments are reduced to less than 2000 men. 

Write to General Drouet that on his arrival at Tolosa he is to 
obtiun information with respect to Navarre, and that, if it is in so 
bad a state that his presence is absolutely indispensable, he may 
turn aside to re*establish order, and to pursue the banditti vigor- 
ously ; but he is not to make this expedition if it be not absolutely 
necessary. 



[ 638.] Nafolbok to Ciabkk. 

Axig. fi, 1810. 

M. le Duo de Feltre, — T see in the * Journal de TEmpire * 
that the 5th marching battalion, consisting of 1,000 men left 
Naples for Catalonia on the 25th of July. Order this battalion 
to be stopped as soon as it is met with, to be examined and kept 
back till further orders. I have no wish to crowd Catalonia with 
bad soldiers, or to increase the troops of banditti If this bat* 
talion be composed of convicts or of banditti, or even ill clothed 
and armed, it must be sent back to Naples. 

Write to the King, for his guidance in future, that I do not 
want any more Neapolitan troops in Spain, and that I will have 
no more. 



[6S9.] JofiEFH TO NikFOLBOK. 

Madrid, Aug. 8, 1810. 

Sire, — My position in this country, always difficult, often de- 
plorable, is now such that it cannot continue under the arrange- 
ments which have been made and are threatened. 

I shall endeavour to let the answer which I hope from your 
Majesty find me in Madrid, but I implore you not to make me 
wait long for it, for things are stronger than men ; and on the 
day when I shall be completely abandoned by my guard, by my 
servants, and by all that constitutes a government, my only course 
will be to return to France to put myself at the disposition of 
your Majesty, requesting you to allow me to join my family, from 
which I have been separated for six years, and to find in obscurity 
and in domestic affections a peace of which the throne has robbed 
me, without giving me any thing in exchange. I find it a seat 
of punishment, from which I look passively on the devastation of 
a country which I had hoped to make happy. 

I cannot now, as I did last year, take refuge in the army. 
When I was fighting the enemies of your Majesty and of Spain, 
my eyes were drawn aside from the sights which now afflict me, 
and my position was, at least, not dishonourable, if what is 
rumoured by the officers who come from Paris, and rendered 
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probable by the Prince of Neufch^tel's letter of the 14th of July, 
tarns out to be true ; if your Majesty deprives me of the com- 
mand of the army of Andalusia, and devotes the revenues of the 
province exclusively to the army, I have nothing to do but to 
throw up the game ; in so doing I should be scarcely a free agent. 
In the present state of affairs in Spain the commander-in-chief in 
a province is its king. All its resources become inadequate, be- 
cause what are called the wants of the army are indefinite, and 
the general increases them as he sees the means of supplying 
them. Thus the provinces commanded by generals who are not 
nnder my orders are nothing to me. In Andalusia alone I hoped 
to find a few resources, after having assigned to the army what 
was supposed to be sufficient, if your Majesty continues to send 
two millions every month. But to give the command of the 
troops to a general who does not recognise my authority, is to 
give him the administration and the^ government of the country. 
It is to take from me the only province in which I could hope to 
live : it is to confine me to Madrid, which gives me only 800,000 
firancs per month, while my indispensable expenses exceed four 
millions per month. I am here surrounded by the ruins of a 
great nation. I have a guard, I have depdts, I have hospitals, a 
garrison, a household, a ministry, a privy-council, refugees from 
ail the other provinces, &c. &c. Even if my honour, if the sen- 
timent of what is due to me allowed me to maintain so humiliating 
a position, this state of things could not last two months. For, 
in fact, if the army of Andalusia is taken from me, what shall I 
be ? The porter of the hospitals of Madrid and of the dep6ts 
of the army, and the jailor of the prisoners. 

Sire, I am your brother. You presented me to Spain as a 
second self. I feel the exaggeration of this praise as respects my 
talents, but I shall not fall below it as respects the truthfulness 
of my character, the magnanimity of my feelings, and the tender- 
ness of my love for my brother. 

I always hoped that your Majesty would come to Spain. 
With this expectation I bore up against every thing ; but this 
hope recedes, and circumstances press on me. The step which I 
take is involuntary. I send to your Majesty M. Almenara, who 
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has been my Minisier of Finance since the death of M. de Ca- 
barrus, and who knows the wretched details of his own office and 
of those of the other ministers, so as to enable your Majesty to 
act with full knowledge. 

As for myself, Sire,, who owe to you my full opinion, and give 
it to you, after having above expressed my unalterable decision, I 
think that if, in the first place, the French army is put under my 
orders ; i^ in the second place, I have a right to send back the 
officers who behave manifestly ill ; if, thirdly, I am authorised to 
tranquillise the nation as to the changes of nationality and the 
partitions with which all who come from Paris threaten it ; if, 
fourthly, your Majesty relies on me sufficiently to allow me to say 
and write to the Spaniards what appears to me suitable to their 
position and to mine, without being exposed to the poisonous in- 
terpretations of malignity and of sententious mediocrity ; on these 
conditions I engage, Ist, that the French army shall not cost 
France one farthing beyond the two millions a-month which your 
Majesty has already dedicated to it (I hope, indeed, that in a few 
months I could release your Majesty from this burthen) ; 2ndly, 
that Spain will soon be made as quiet as Naples was ; and, Srdly, 
that Spain will soon be as useful to France as she is now mis- 
chievous. 

If, on the contrary, I am forced to retire, and the provinces 
are divided into military governments, and ruled by generals, I 
fear that your Majesty will not witness the last of these terrible 
convulsions. 

I implore your Majesty to see in this letter only what I have 
endeavoured to put into it — ^the simple truth, dictated by the 
fraternal friendship which attached me to you in your cradle, and, 
whatever may happen, will accompany me to my tomb. Can the 
emotion which I feel at this instant, and which interrupts my 
writing, be caused by personal feelings or by selfish regret ? No, 
Sire, it is not so. I weep over the weakness of human nature ; 
over the dispersion of a family once so united ; over the change 
in the heart of my brother ; over the gradual diminution of an 
immense glory, which would have been better preserved by gen- 
erosity and heroism than by any extension of power. 



Axf. mft OP HIS POBinON. Igg 

Sire, if the oonolosion of my letter does not recall to you the 
tender and valued friend of your infancy ; if it does not tell you 
that I am to you what no other man can be, I have nothing to do 
but to retire. 

P. S. During the two days which have elapsed since I wrote 
this letter, my position in Madrid has become still more danger- 
ous, and I think of moving into Andalusia. It is possible that I 
may be there when your Majesty receives this letter.* 



[ 640.] Napoleon to Bbbthieb. 

St GloDd, Aug. H ISIO. 

My Cousin, — Answer to the Prince of Essling that you have 
ahown me his letter of the ... of July, and that I have desired 
you to tell him that he is to repress severely all disorder and in- 
subordination ; that it is he who commands ; that he ought to put 
an end to robbery, and to manage So that all the money which is 
raised for contributions may be employed for the benefit of the 
army; and that the slightest negligence in this respect is 
criminal. 



[641.] NAP014EOK TO Berthier. 

St Glond, Aug. 19, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^I am surprised that you have heard nothing of 
General Drouet. Let me know when his troops reached Bayonne. 
Write to General Drouet, as well as to General Dorsenne, that I 
think it advisable to reinforce Navarre with the whole of the 
Berg lancers, which, with the 9th hussars, will put 1500 cavalry 
under General Beille's orders. I also think that the brigade of 
the guard under General Dumoutier's command had better be 
sent to General Reille. He will therefore have his four march- 
ing regiments, the 5th, which he retains, two squadrons of the 
9th hussars, and, lastly, the four regiments of the guard, with 
their horses, and the regiment of lancers. General Drouet may 
replace the regiments of the guard with some of the troops which 

" This letter was not answered. — ^Tb. 
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he brought from France. Write to him that I am too far off to 
give these orders positively ; that I leave it to him either to exe- 
cute them or to substitute others which he thinks more suitable ; 
that what inclines me to send the regiments of the guard to G&Or 
eral Reille is, that they are more accustomed to serve under him, 
and that, therefore, there will be less chance of insubordination ; 
that besides, as the guard is intended for active service, it will be 
suitably employed in his hands. You will send General Dor- 
senne's orders open to General Drouet, who will send them on if 
he thinks proper. I wish you to choose for me four or five colo- 
nels, lieut.-colonel8, or majors, all men of action, for General Beille 
to put at the head of his moveable columns ; such men, for in- 
stance, as Colonel Ameil of the 24th chasseurs. 

Order General Burke to proceed to Navarre, to serve under 
General Beille. Desire him to run no risks in the Spanish roada, 
and not to move without a strong escort. 

[ 642.] BEBTmEB TO THE GOVEBNORS OF THE PbOVINCBB. 

[GlBClTLAB.] 

Paria, Sept 15, 18ia 

I told you, M. le General, in my letter of the 22nd of July, 
that I had been informed that there existed abuses in the collec- 
tion of the contributions in some of the provinces of Spain, and I 
desired you to endeavour to put an end to them, and to prevent 
their occurring in your government. It appears from the infor- 
mation which I have lately received that the irregularity still con- 
tinues in some ^ parts of Spain. The complaints which ensue 
excite the displeasure of the Emperor. His Majesty's wish is 
that all the fimds raised by contributions or by extraordinary 
taxes be paid into the hands of the officers of the treasury, to fur- 
nish the pay and requirements of the army, and that every indi- 
vidual guilty of peculation in collecting these funds be severely 
punished, as contributing towards keeping up the spirit of re- 
bellion by exasperating the inhabitants against the French ad- 
ministration. 
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[643.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

St Cloud, Sept 16, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Suchet that, after the capture 
of Tortosa and Tarragona, Valencia will no doubt be his next 
object if circumstances allow it ; and that our affairs with Por- 
tugal seem to be making so much progress that I probably shall 
decide on his marching upon Valencia when he has taken both 
those towns. Tell him that I have read the report of Colonel 
Haxo, of the engineers ; that if it is possible to hold the citadel 
and fortifications of Lerida with 1000 men, I consent to preserv- 
ing the walls of the town ; but that the forts must be armed and 
provisioned, and only light artillery placed upon the walls, in 
order that, if necessary, it may be removed to the citadel, and 
that the heavy artillery and the real defence must be in the forts. 

[644.] Napoleon to Bebteoeb. 

St Gload, Sept 10, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^I am told that many Spaniards are sending their 
merinos to France, and that a flock of 10,000 is on its way. 
Order my generals and other authorities to protect the passage 
of these animals into France. 



[645.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

St Cloud, Sept 16, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Write a letter to General Girard in my name to 
express my satisfaction at his good conduct in the affair of Villa 
Garcia ; and insert in the order of the day that on this occasion 
I recognised the accustomed bravery of the troops of the 5th 
corps. Propose to me the rewards for which General Girard 
asks, both as regards the Legion of Honour and promotion. 



[646.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Sept 17, 18ia 

My Gousiii, — ^Let General Drouet know that serious com- 
plaints are lodged against the general in command of Santander ; 
that I wish him to be superseded by another general, and a severe 
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inquiry to be set on foot into the depredationB wbich have been 
committed in the country, and that the same thing is to be done 
with regard to General Avril. You will write to him that great 
fault is found with General Drouet's nephew ; that striking exam- 
ples must be made ; that the corruption is carried so fiir that the 
liberation of prisoners is made a matter of traffic ; that I desire 
him to use the utmost zeal in hunting up these abuses. Tell him 
that similar depredations are committed in Biscay. Order him 
to seize all the dep6ts of colonial merchandise, cotton, sugar, 
coffee, &c., in the Biscays, in Navarre, and on the frontiers, which 
are intended to be smuggled into France. You will let him know 
that I do not wish my consuls on the coast to be displaced ; that 
he is to allow them to correspond with the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and that I have not abolished the consulships. Write 
also to General Drouet that I desire him to obtain information on 
the contributions which have been levied in the provinces of 
Spain ; that I require them to be all paid into the military trea- 
sury and employed for the benefit of the soldiers. Tell him that 
I pay the greatest attention to this subject, and that I shall re- 
quire an account of all the contributions which are raised. 

[ 647.] Napoleon to Bebthier. 

Sept 17, Ism 

My Cousin, — Heavy charges are brought to me on all sides 

against General X , Send an officer to him with a letter, in 

which you will express to him my extreme displeasure at the 
abuses committed in his government ; and ask him for a categori- 
cal statement of all the contributions which he has levied. In 
his government, at Valladolid, for instance, even the liberation 
of the prisoners of war is sold. Tell him that I consider him re- 
sponsible for abuses which are so opposed to the well-being and 
the interests of the army. Let him know that I have asked for 
a report on these complaints ; that the officer whom you send is 
desired to bring back an answer in which I expect you to be told 
that he has arrested the individuals guilty of these crimes, and 
tried them by a court-martial. Give him to understand that, if 
he does not deal severely with these horrible abuses and remedy 
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ihem, I shall believe the general rumour that he connives at them. 
Tell him that, of all the govermnents in Spain, his is that in 
which most robbery is perpetrated. 



[ 6i8.] ^Apotxas TO Bebthdeb. 

Sept 17, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Extortions of every kind are committed in 
Spain; even the freedom of the prisoners is made a subject of 
traffic. Send an officer with the letter which you are to write to 

General X , Write at the same time to the Prince of Essling 

to arrest the individuals guilty of these crimes. Send officers to 
examine the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo,* and especially the com- 
manding officer of the artillery, from whom it is said that 200,000 
reals were asked as a price for which the garrison would be al- 
lowed to go free. Desire General Buquet to inquire into this 
afiair. It is time to put an end to this robbery. The Prince of 
Essling, in one of his letters of the 30th of August, says that he 
sent to you a return of the contributions levied by the Duke 

of , and not paid in. You did not show me this return. 

Let me have a report on the subject. 



[ 649.] Napoleon to Bebthier. 

Fontaineblean, Sept 17, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^The rumour of a marriage between Prince Fer- 
dinand and a Princess of Austria gains considerable credit. It 
is important that you should write to all the generals who have 
the command of corps in your army, to warn them that this re- 
port is a mere piece of gossip, the fruit of the idleness of Paris ; 
that they ought to reject with indignation the bare idea of our 
making a retrograde step ; and that nothing of the kind has ever 
been thought of. 

^ Apparently the Spanish prisoners belonging to that garrison. — ^Tb. 
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[650.*] Napoueon to Bbrthter. 

Fontainebleaa, Sept 18, 1810. 

Mj Gousin, — ^I see that General Kellermann exhibits utter 
carelessness, and that, instead of placing his forces so as to sap- 
port the army of Portugal, he allows them to be scattered in every 
direction. It seems to me that I included the province of Avila 
in th^ district of the army of the centre. Write again to Gen- 
eral Drouet that I attach the greatest importance to receiving 
news from the army of Portugal ; that the attempt to hold every 
post is impracticable ; that he must content himself with holding 
only those in which there are depdts and hospitals, and must keep 
his troops in hand ready to act wherever they may be wanted, 
and, above all, on the rear of the army of Portugal. 



[ 651.] Napoleok to Bebthies. 

St Cloud, Sept 19, 18101 

My Cousin, — Send off to-morrow an officer with a letter for 
the Prince of Essling, in which you will let him know that it is 
my wish that he attack and destroy the English ; * that Lord 
Wellington has not more than 18,000 men, of whom only 15,000 
are infantry, and the rest cavalry and artillery; that General 
Hill has only 6000 infantry and cavalry ; that it would be absurd 
for 25,000 English to hold in check 60,000 French : that if they 
are attacked boldly and without hesitation, they will experience 
great reverses. The troops to be left in the rear should be the 
provisional regiments of cavalry. The army has 12,000 horse; 
only 6000 are wanted in Portugal : there are, therefore, 6000 to 
leave between Ciudad Kodrigo, Alcantara, and Salamanca. The 
Prince of Essling should leave with them some guns, for artillery 
is the complement to cavalry. The Prince of Essling has four 
times as much artillery as is needed against the enemy's army. 
I am too far off, and the position of the enemy changes too often, 
for me to give advice as to the way in which the attack should 

* The battle of Busaco was fought on the 28th of September, 1810. Mas- 
<6iia could scarcely have received this letter, but acted in its spirit. — ^Tr. 
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be condncted ; but it is certain that he is not in a state to resist 
it. According to the best intelligence, derived from secret sources 
in London, if to the British army in the Peninsula you add 4000 
men who are at Cadiz, you will find that it consists of 28,000 
men, and this is the entire strength of the English, though they 
have reinforced their army from Malta and Sicily. 

[652.] Napoleon to Clarke. 

Fontainebleau, Sept 27, 18ia 

M. le Due de Feltre, — Order the officer of the depdt of the 
28th dragoons, who was desired to fiimish 100 men to the march- 
ing regiment of dragoons belonging to the army of Catalonia, and 
who presided over the formation of this detachment, to be placed 
under arrest for a montL 

The detachment sent by this officer was in so bad a condition 
that Prince Borghese very properly sent it back ; it was com- 
posed of men taken from the hospitals or on the point of being 
discharged ; bad horses were substituted for good ones, — for in- 
stance, there was a lame waggon-horse, and two trumpeters'- 
horses, both lame and blind. The coats, trousers, boots, &c., be- 
longing to the dragoons were taken away, and old rags given to 
them instead ; their pistols were without cocks or pans. Their 
saddles, housings, cloaks, saddle-bags, all had been changed and 
replaced by worn-out articles. 

Let me know the name of the officer who dared to take such 
a liberty, and order the depdt of the 28th to furnish immediately 
another 100 dragoons, well mounted and equipped, in good health, 
and able to take an active part. 

[653.] Napoleon to Berthieb. 

Fontainebleau, Sept 28, 1810, at night 

My Cousin, — In my two letters of this evening I told you 
that I had altered the employment of General Drouet, and that 
I was most anxious that he should repair as soon as possible to 
Valladolid, in order to watch the rear of the army of Portugal 
I told you that General Beille, who is in Navarre, had under his 

Vol. n.— 7 
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orders the diyision of the rear-guard, oompoaed of four prorisioiial 
regiments, more than 8000 strong, and Domontier's division of 
the guard, which amounts to more than 6000, making altogether 
14,000 men ; the two squadrons of the 9th hussars, 900 strong, 
and of the Grand Duohj of Berg, 800 strong. G^eral Beille, 
therefore, has 15,000 men ; order him to provide himself with a 
division of artillery with 6 pieces, which, added to General Ihi- 
montier's artillery, will form a corps with which he may go all 
over Spain. The 5 regiments forming Clapar^de^s division will 
receive orders to proceed to Yalladolid. The two squadrons of 
the 20th, of the 7th, and of the 13th chasseurs, making 1500 
men, will follow in the same direction. The battalion of Neuf- 
ohAtel will join this division. General Dorsenne vHill contrihate 
waggons for the infantry, 4 howitzers, and 2 guns, with 250 
rounds of ammunition for each of General Drouet's guns. The 
addition of from 10,000 to ]2,0Q0 men, with Saras' division and 
4000 or 5000 cavalry, will ma^e General Drouet strong enou^ 
to beat all the Spanish armies that may fall in with him, to ke^ 
a strong hold upon Oiudad Rodrigo and Almeida, to march to 
the assistance of Astorga, and to keep up his communioatiens 
with General Bonnet. Meanwhile, his 2nd division, of whidi 
two demi-brigades reached Bayonne long since, will repair to 
Yittoria as fast as they can ; the other two demi-brigades wiU 
follow th^m. See that these four demi-brigades have iiieir field- 
pieces. 

Biscay will thus be held, but it must have a Commander*in: 
chief. Order my aid^de^camp, General Caffiurelli, whom I in- 
tended to place at the head of the division of reserve in Cata: 
Ionia, to start in the course of to-morrow, and to travel post to 
Yittoria, where he will take the command of the three provinces 
of Biscay and of Santander. You will instruqt him to act in 
concert with Generals Beille, Dorsenne, and Bonnet, to ^eep all 
quiet in our rear, and to secure our communications. Yqu will 
give him information as to all the troops which are in Biscay, and 
the demi-brigades which are on their way ; and you will order 
Generals Thouvenot and Barthdlemy to consider themselves 
under his orders. The Minister of War will order the 1st and 



2d proyimonal regiments of light-horse, which are to reach Niort 
to-day, to go straight to Yittoria. By this means Gksneral Caffa- 
relU will have under his command in Biscay two infantry regi- 
ments, consisting of six battalions, and four squadrons of horse. 
Notice must be given to General Dronet, that if, before the ar- 
rival of Glapar^de's division, and of General Foumier's cavalry, 
he is obliged to collect his detachments in order to march upon 
any troops threatening Ciudad Rodrigo or Almeida, he must call 
in his smaller outposts. In this case he must communicate with 
Madrid more slowly, and diminish the number of couriers and 
expresses, and, to ensure their arrival, send them once a week, or 
twice' if possible, with large escorts. Tell General Drouet to 
take General Thi^bault as chief of his staff. His acquaintance 
with Gidlicia and Portugal will make him useful. Let General 
Thiebault know that I expect him to assist General Drouet by 
all the means in his power, and that the services which he will 
render on this occasion will give me great satisfaction. Write to 
Gknend Drouet, that when he passes through Burgos he is to 
take one of the squadrons of gendarmes which are there. You 
hftd better repeat the order to send off General Gonroux^s two 
doni-brigades from Bayonne, and the two others as soon as they 
arrive. You must also reiterate the order to send off the 600 
artillery horses from Bayonne to Burgos, if they have not already 
started. 



[654.] Napoleon to Bepthier. 

Fontalneblean, Sept 28, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Order General Thouvenot to confiscate all the 
English ^nd colonial merchandise in his government. I am as- 
sured that; he has let in English goods on paying a duty of 10 per 
cent. If this is true, he must pay back these sums and confiscate 
the goods which he has permitted to land, f n so doing he com- 
mitted a great fault. 
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[ 655.3 Kapolson to Bebthxeii. 

Fontalnebleaa, Sept 83, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Order General Drouet to go in person to Valla- 
dolid without delay, to take the command of the troops in Old 
Castile, with the title of Commandant of the 9th corps of the 
army of Spain, and to protect Almeida, Ciudad Rodrigo, Sala- 
manca, and Astorga. Giye orders to Generals Kellermann and 
S^ras, to the Commandants of Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida, and 
to all the Commandants of my forces in the rear of the army of 
Portugal, whatever their titles may be, to obey General Drouet's 
commands. 

You will let General Drouet know that he will have under 
his orders, in the first place, General Saras' division, composed of 
the 113th of the line, the 4th regiment of the 1st legion of the 
Vistula, the 4th battalion of the 12th light infantry, the 32nd 
and 58th of the line, the 2nd, 4th, and 5th, and 7th auxiliary bat- 
talions, the 4th brigade of dragoons, consisting of the 9th and 
10th provisional regiments; making in the whole from 6000 to 
7000 infantry and 1500 cavalry ; that he is also to have a bat- 
talion of the guard, 4 Swiss battalions, and 1200 dragoons of the 
6th and 7th provisional regiments. He will, therefore, have more 
than 3000 horse. Besides these forces, he will have his own 
corps d^armee. With this cavalry General Drouet will be master 
of the field, and may bring together all his detachments to 
march to the assistance of Ciudad Bodrigo and Almeida, and 
afterwards return to the aid of Astorga. The hospitals and es- 
tablishments which are at Benevento and elsewhere should be 
placed in fortresses or in Valladolid. 

The above-mentioned troops are, no doubt, not enough to 
hold every post in Old Castile; but General Drouet, with a 
column of 8000 foot and 2000 horse, will be able without with- 
drawing troops from the most important posts, to prevent Ciudad 
Bodrigo and Almeida from being blockaded, or at any rate to 
raise the blockade. The Prince of Essling must have left several 
thousand horses in his rear, as he was ordered to leave behind 
him the provisional brigades of dragoons. I count on General 
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Pronet's reaching Yalladolid the first week in October, to be 
ready to execute the necessary manoeuvres. 

You will desire General Drouet, when he leaves Vittoria, to 
order Clapar^de's division, composed of five provisional demi- 
brigades, to start for Yalladolid, as well as the 20th and 7th 
chasseurs, and 13th chasseurs, which reached Bayonne on the 
25th. These three regiments will give more than 1500 first-rate 
cavalry. 

With regard to the 2nd division, the two demi-brigades which 
have reached Bayonne, and which have been ordered to repair to 
Yittoria, will be enough to keep the province quiet, and will await 
the arrival of the other two demi-brigades. 

Dumoutier's brigade, with General Heille's division, rein- 
forced by the 5th provisional regiment, which ought already to be 
incorporated into it, altogether 12,000 men, are more than suffi- 
cient to hold Navarre. 

The other two demi-brigades, which are to reach Bayonne 
immediately, will join the two first at Yittoria and reinforce the 
2nd division, which General Drouet may withdraw, as there is 
another division on its way to Biscay. 

SUMMARY. 

General Drouet will set off twenty-four hours after he re- 
ceives your order, which you will send to him by an officer. 
He will immediately set in march for Yalladolid the five demi- 
brigades forming his 1st division, and his six squadrons of 
horse. 

As it passes through Burgos, the 1st division will be joined 
bj the battalion of Neufch&tel with its two pieces of cannon. 

Let these orders be given immediately. 

[656.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

FonUineblean, Sept 29, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Desire the Duke of Dalmatia to march directly 
with the 5th corps on La Bomana, so as to hold him in check if 
he should attempt to cross the Tagus, or to attack the rear of the 
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irmy of PortogaL Let the Duke know that tbe Rnglieh luiTe 
weakened themselyes in Gadis to reinforce their annj in PiMtn- 
gal ; that he has more troops than he wants ; that his chief objeet 
should be to make a diversion; and that he is to support himaolf 
on the army of Portugal 

Write to the King that I am forming an armj of the oentre, 
which will consist of his guard, and of all the Spanish loot and 
horse ; of the 26th regiment of chasseurs, of the HanoTerian 
Dutch, and Westphalian chasseurs ; of General Lorge's dirision 
of dragoons, making nearly 4000 cayalry ; and of two divisions, 
of infimtry, the first composed of the French regiments in Bea- 
solles' diyision, or, instead of this division, of the battalions in 
the district of the army of the centre, amounting to 6000 men ; 
and of the 2nd division of the troops of the Confederation of the 
Rhine, also amounting to 6000, which will make either way more 
than 15,000 men ; that it is necessary to form a division of ar- 
tillery to add to this army, that it may be in a condition to pro- 
ceed whithersoever it may be wanted. 

You will also tell the King that the Duke of Dalmatia has 
orders to press on the rear of La Bomana, not to let him cross 
the Tagus, and to hold him in check. 

Let the King and the Duke of Dalmatia know that General 
Drouet is on his way to Yalladolid, with the 9th corps, to take 
the command of the country in the rear of the army of Portugal; 
that General Caffarelli is on his way to Yittoria to take the com- 
mand of the provinces of Biscay and of Santander ; that I am ex- 
pecting to hear of the capture of Tortosa, which will be followed 
by that of Tarragona ; and that we shall then be able to march 
upon Valencia with 25,000 men. 



[657.] Napoleon to Bkbtheeb. 

"^ Fontalnebl«Mi, Oct S, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Send an ofEcer from your Staff to order Gkneral 
Suohet to despatch, as best he can, three convoys to Barcelona, 
each of them consisting of 5000 quintals, either in flour or 
corn, to provision the town. The first convoy must arrive in the 
oourse of the month of November, the second in December, and 
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the 8rd in January. Yoa will also let him know that as soon as 
the first oonYoj has left Aragon, a sum equivalent to its yalue 
will be sent to him from Barcelona, towards the pay of his army. 
Tell him likewise that the army of Portugal under the command 
of the Prince of Essling, commenced on the 16th of September 
its maroh into the interior of Portugal. As soon as Tortosa is 
taken, it must be provisioned, and arrangements made for the 
aiege of Tarragona, while, at the same time, detachments are to 
threaten Valencia. The glory of subduing this important pro^ 
Tince is reserved for General Suchet, after Catalonia has been 
reduced. But above all, it is of the greatest consequence to 
supply Barcelona well with provisions, that the new garrison 
which the Emperor intends to put into it may be able to subsist 
there, and to hold the country in subjection. 



[ 658.] Kafolxoh to Bbbthier. 

Fontainebleaa/Oet 3, 181(^ 

My Cousiui — ^I send to you a decree which I have issued, to 
the effect that, in thiB six governments which I have (established 
in Spain, English and tolonial goods be seized and ccmfiscated, 
«nd that all the goods which have been taken in prizes or sold by 
my agents, be subject to the duties mentioned in my decrees of the 
6th of August and the 12th of September last. Send a courier to 
the Buke of Dalmatia and the Prince of Essling^ and write to 
the King of Spain that all colonial and British goods are to be 
confiscated, and the others subjected to the tariff. This will give 
considerable funds. 



f 659.] NaFOLBDN to BSRIHIXBb 

FontaineblMu, Oct 1, 1610. 

My Cousin, — 1 approve of the plan for the formation of the 
army of the centre under the comand of the King of Spain, with 
General Belliard as Chief of the Staff, and at the same time 
Governor of Madrid, and General DessoUes at the head of the 
French division. I think that you do not allow sufficient cavalry 
to this corps. You deprive them of the four regiments of La- 
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honssaje^s division and the two regiments belonging to Marisy^s 
brigade. I tbink that it will be eooagh if you withdraw the two 
regiments belonging to Digeon's brigade, which form part of La- 
bonssaye's division, and are on the other side of the Sierra 
Morena ; and that they most be replaced by the two regiments 
belonging to Marisy's brigade^ which' yon will pnt under the 
orders of General Lahoussaye. By this means the King will 
have a cavalry division consisting of four French regiments* 
This army will, therefore, have 4000 horse, including the royal 
guard ; this number it requires. 

I send you back your plan, that you may return it to me 
with these corrections. You must also divide into districts the 
provinces of Segovia, Avila, Soria, Guadalaxara, part of Estre- 
madura, and the little provinces on towards Aragon. Add like- 
wise Cuen^a. You must also specify in this plan that the march- 
ing squadrons, composed of detachments belonging to the regi- 
ments in Lahottssaye^s division, which form part of the army of 
the centre, are to proceed to Madrid ; which will bring up this 
division to 2400 men. The King has 600 men in his guard ; 
with the 1900 light-horse his cavalry will amount to 5000. 

[ 660.] Napoleon to Berthieb. 

Fontainebleau, Oct 12, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Caffarelli that the first brigade 
of his division, called the division of reserve, will arrive on the 
first of November ; that the 2nd and 3rd will arrive in succession 
between the 1st and the 10th ; that^ as General Drouet cannot 
have too many troops, I wish him to send on to Yalladolid the 
two first demi-brigades which are at present under his orders : 
he is to keep the two last, which will arrive towards the middle 
of October, to hold the country till his division reaches him ; but 
he will send them also to Yalladolid as soon as he is joined by 
his first brigade. Send him word that I leave it to him to 
hasten or to defer the departure of these corps by a few days, ac- 
cording to the turn of events in Portugal; that the three brigades 
of his division, with General Yattier's brigade of cavalry, make 
altogether 10,000 men. Tell him that I expect great firmness on 
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his part in pfatting down depredation, of which there has been 
mncL Ton will desire him to set on foot an inqnirj into the 
conduct of General Avril at Bilbao, and of General Barth^lemy 
at Santander. He is even to tell me his opinion of General 
Thouyenot. He must take means of suppressing instantly every 
kind of abuse. Let him know confidentially that I intend to 
annex Biscay to France ; that it is not to be mentioned, but that 
it must influence his conduct. Impart the same secret to Grene- 
ral Reille with respect to Navarre. Desire these two Generals to 
arrest all the military commandants who are guilty of peculation, 
to inquire into past abuses, and to have the funds which were 
collected for the benefit of private individuals restored. 

[661.] Napoucon TO Bebthieb. 

Fontainebleao, Oct 25. 1810. 

My Cousin, — The officer whom you send to General Brouet 
must go on to Madrid and Seville. He is to take to the Duke 
of Dalmatia news of the army in Portugal, extracted from the 
English newspapers, and orders to attack La Eomana, if it be 
true that he has marched upon Portugal. 

[662.] Napoueon to Bebthieb. 

Fontslni^blean, Oct 26, ISia 

My Cousin, — ^Bepeat the order to General Beille that he is 
to send back to Madrid the 1st and 2nd marching regiments of 
infantry, which were formed some time ago. Order the 1st 
marching regiment, which was to reach Madrid on the 20th, to 
proceed towards Andalusia. The Duke of Dalmatia is to incor- 
porate this regiment, and may employ the colonel and the officers 
in his corps. 



[663.] Nafoleoit to Bebthieb. 

FontalncUeav, Oct 27, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Ask the Spanish Ministers in Paris to give you 
a precise statement of the abuses of which they accuse General 
X . Send word to him that I am surprised at his having 

Vol. IL— T* 
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taken monej which was not due to him; that hehastalEen l^OM 
francs vmonth, which is more than the pay of a marshal conk- 
wi fuHiTig ao army; and that the Treasorj will probably consider 
this som as not baring been legally 



[064.] Napolbov to Bksthikb. 

Oct SO, 1610. 

My Consin, — ^I send to you a letter from the Spanish Min- 
ister. Let me know what right had General X to change 

the forms of oiyil government, and why he stops the post 



[665.] Napoueon to Bbbxhub. 

FontalnebleftQ, Not. 8, ISlQi 

My Cousin, — I am sarprised that General Brouet was still at 
Yalladolid on the 23d. Ton most tell him that I am anxious 
that he should make a diversion to endeavour to re-open oommu- 
nications with the Prince of Essling. 

Convey to him the news which we have from Portugal, that 
Lord Wellington was on the 17th of October with bis army at a 
distance of four leagues from Lisbon, and that the Prince of 
Essling was in frt>nt of him ; and that on the 18th no battle had 
taken place. 

Express to Gfeneral Dorsenne my displeasure at his having 
kept back a detachment of the 27th li^t infantry, forming part 
of the marchiog regiment Desire him to send this detachment 
as soon as possible to Madrid. 

[ 666.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

FontaineUcan, Nor. 8, ISIQ. 

My Cousin,— I have received General Drouet's letter of the 
22nd of October. His arrangements for re-opening the commu- 
nication with Portugal do not appear to me to be sufficient. 
Repeat to him the order to go to Almeida, and to collect a con- 
siderable force to be of use to the Prince of Essling, and to com- 
municate with him. He must give a detachment of 6000 meny 
with six pieces of cannon, to General Gardanne, or to some other 



gODMral, to re-opcn the oommnnioatioiui ; and he miut plaoe an 
«qiial foroe at Almeida to oorrespond with Oeneral Gkurdanne. 
The power of oommunioating with the ami j of Portugal is of 
great conaequenoe, in order that our rear may be proteeted till 
the English have re-embarked. 

Send the ' Monitenr ' of to-daj to General Dnmet. It oon- 
taina news from Portugal extracted from the English newspapers. 

As soon as the English have re-embarked, General Drouet 
will carry his head-qnartiBrs to Cindad Bodrigo. I do not intend 
the 9th corps to be engaged in Portugal unless the English 
m ainta i n themselves there ; and even if this should happen, the 
9th corps must not allow itself to be cut ofF from Almeida; it 
must manoeuvre between that town and Goimbra. Make General 
Drouet understand that I am most anxious for news of the army 
of Portugal ; that it is important in every point of view ; and 
that the commimioations must be re-established, so that we may 
receive intelligence, if not every day, at least every week. 

Ask General Drouet for a return of all the troops which are 
left in the rear of Seras' division, and those left by the Prince of 
Essling, cavalry, artillery, and infantry; in short, of all the 
troops in the 6th government. He may withdraw those that he 
has at Avila, and occupy the town with detachments from the 
army of the centre. There are many unembodied men who would 
do for this purpose. Let me have a report on all the country 
contained in the 6th government. Do not Leon and the country 
between Ciudad Rodrigo and Salamanca form part of it ? 

[607*] Napolbon to BssiHiEa. 

FontalMblteii, Nor. 8, 1810. 

My Cousin,^-Expres8 my satiafiiction to Oeneral Dorsenne, 
and desire him to take severe measures against the officers who 
have permitted the powder to be stolen. This carelessness must 
be repressed by severe punishment 
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[ 668.] Nafoueon td Bbbxbub. 

FonUinebtoan, Not. 9, ISlOt. 

My Con6in,*^Kepeat the order to Navarre that General 
Dumoutier is to repair with his brigade to Burgos, and to take 
with him the regiment of the Grand Dachy of Berg. 

Beiterate the order to General Dorsenne to keep a strong 
division of at least 8000 men, with artillery and eavaby, between 
Burgos and Valladolid, ready to set off, if necessary, to the a»- 
sistance of the army of Portugal. 

Order General Caffarelli to hasten the departure of Conroux's 
division, and of all belonging to General Drouet's corps, and ta 
keep columns of infantry and cavalry in continual motion, to act 
in concert with those of General Eeille and of General Dorsenne, 
and drive the banditti far away. 

Kepeat the order to General Drouet to proceed to Almeida 
with the brigade of light cavalry belonging to General Foumier, 
Clapar^de's and Conroux's divisions. General Gardanne's brigade 
of horse, and all other available troops. 

. The advanced guard will consist of General Gardanne, with 
his brigade, sustaiiied by General Drouet and his corps. They 
will pursue the banditti, re-open the communication, and obtain 
at any price news of the Prince of Essling, but with a general 
direction not to allow themselves to be cut off from us. You 
will let General Drouet know that a division of from 7000 to 
8000 of the guard are to be placed between Burgos and Valla- 
dolid, and will support him in case of an emergency ; that it is 
absolutely necessary to obtain news of the army of Portugal, and 
to afford assistance to it. 

Write to General Drouet that, if the squadrons of horse which 
have been ordered to join the army of the centre are still near 
Valladolid, he is to keep them till news is obtained from Por- 
tugal. They will be of great use in keeping order in the environs 
of Valladolid. They will continue their march towards Madrid, 
as soon as the state of the army of Portugal is ascertained. 

\_In the Envperor^s hand.'] Send one of your oflScers from 
Paris, with orders not to return without news from PortugaL 
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[669.] Napoleon to Bbbibier. 

FontaiTiebleaii, Nor. 14^ 1810. 

My Consin, — Express fally to the Duke of Dalmatia my dis- 
pleasure that there is little energy in his operations ; that the 
5th corps, instead of following np La Komana (who, it appears, 
has sent a detachment to Lisbon), and thus threatening the left 
bank of the Tagus, opposite to Lisbon, and preventing the English 
from assembling their forces on the right bank, has fallen back 
upon Seville ; that the French army is kept in check by rumours 
that ought to be despised, and that 10,000 wretched Spaniard^, 
without steadiness, are defending alone the island of Leon. Tell 
him that there have never been more than three English regi- 
ments at Cadiz, and that they are gone to Lisbon ; that, there- 
fore, the whole island of Leon and the fortress are defended only 
}}j a Spanish garrison; that I am the more surprised at the 
return of the 5th corps to Seville, as I had given orders to them 
to press close upon the rear of La Komana, and to prevent his 
advancing towards Lisbon; that no progress is made against 
Cadiz; that nothing is attempted against the island of Leon, 
which cannot fail of being ill defended, as it is occupied only by 
Spaniards. I am sorry to see that there is no vigour whatever 
in the military operations in that quarter. 

[ 670.] Nafolbon to Beitthier. 

Fontalnebleaa, Nor. 15, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^I wrote to you on the changes to be made in 
the squadrons of the gendarmerie in Spain. On thinking over 
the matter, I prefer making these changes myself. 

The Minister of War will send to you the decree which I 
have issued. I, however, annex a copy, in order that you may 
gain two days. Despatch this decree to Greneral Buquet, and 
order him to proceed in this organisation without delay. Pre- 
scribe the number of men which each governor is to furnish. 
Propose to me a safe man to command this legion, either a colonel 
taken from the gendarmerie d'^lite, or one of the excellent 
soldiers whom we knew when we were with the army. Some of 
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the gendennarie d'^lite in Spain maj be made qnartermartera 
by waj of promotion. Oonsult Oeneral Dnroenel; be wHl point 
oat tbe men wbom General Bnqnat may take, if be reqnirea 
tbem. 



[671.] Kafolboh to Bbbtbixr. 

My Cousin, — ^You will find annexed an extract from tbe last 
English newspapers. Yon will feel tbe importance of despatdi* 
ing a staff oflEicer to Gfeneral Drouet to tell bim that on tbe Ist 
of November no battle bad taken place; tbat tbe left of tbe 
Frenob army was at Villa Franca, and tbe rigbt at Torres Yedraa^ 
and tbat tbe Britisb army is in position at four leagues firom 
Lbbon ; tbat 10,000 militia occupy Coimbra, and intercept tbe 
road ; tbat cavalry is of scarcely any use ; tbat be must, tbere* 
fore, beware of sending small detacbments, but tbat be must 
employ a larger corps in re-opening tbe communication witb tbe 
Prince of Essling ; tbat for tbe rest I depend upon bis prudence 
not to allow bimself to be cut off from Almeida. 

It seems from tbe Englisb newspapers tbat between tbe lOtb 
and 15tb of October tbe garrison in Coimbra allowed itself to 
be surprised, and 1500 sick and wounded to be taken prisoners. 

Bepeat tbe orders wbicb I gave lately to Generals Caffiurelli, 
Dorsenne, and Beille, to assemble tbe guard at Burgos, and to 
send to General Drouet all tbe troops wbicb belong to bim. 
Desire General Kellermann not to keep back Conroux's division, 
but to allow it to proceed towards Salamanca. 

Let me know on wbat day tbe fusiliers of my guard reach 
Bayonne. I wisb tbem to bave a day's rest tbere. 

Tbe detacbments wbicb are at tbe camp of Marrac are to 
join tbeir companies. Write to tbe Duke of Dalmatia to let bim 
know wbat tbe Englisb say of tbe army of Portugal, and to im- 
press upon bim tbe importance of making a diversion in its 
favour. 
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[672.3 Mavolboa to Bsbsbibb. 

Paris, Not. 88, 181Q. 

Mj Gonsm, — I send jou some extracts from the Englisli 
newspapers. Send a memorandum of them to the Duke of Dal- 
matia, and express to him my displeasure at his inactivity, and 
at the amount of the Spanish divisions at Lisbon. 



[678.] Napolbon to Bbbthdeb. 

PulB,NoT.88,18ia 

Hj Cousin, — Order all the goods of English manu&cture, 
■eised in any of the towns in Spain occupied by my troops, to be 
burnt without delay. 



[678.*] Napoleon to BsBTmas. 

Paris, DecL 8, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Reille that I have ordered 
6 chefihde-bataillon, 10 captains, 15 lieutenants, and 15 ensigns 
to be sent to him. Let him know that I regret the loss of a 
convoy of powder ; that these things ought not to occur ; that 
convoys should be sent only twice a-week, or once if need be, and 
should be composed always of men joining their regiments, 
couriers, &c., with the addition of troops enough to carry the 
numbers of the escorts to 500 ; that I desire that this rule be 
adhered to, that I may never again hear of a convoy being inter- 
cepted. Write the same thing to General Caffarelli, and say that 
he is to despatch his couriers regularly thrice a-week, from Tolosa 
to Navarre, from Lrun to Burgos, and from Yittoria to Bilbao, 
so escorted as to be safe. Powder, money, unembodied men 
leaving the hospitals, are all to wait for the departure of the 
convoys. We shall then hear no more of these accidents, now so 
frequent. Write in the same sense to Generals Buquet, Dor- 
senne, and Kellermann. 



[674.] NaFOIAON to BlTHTHl i rH . 

PtilB, Dea 16, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Let me know if it be true that merinos are 
exported from San Sebastian for America. Order Greneral 
Thouvenot to forbid this, and to send them to France. Order 
the commandant of Burgos to allow the Bishop of Calahorra to 
pass and to receive him as bishop. 

[675.] Nafoleoit to Berthieb. 

Paris, Dec 15, 18ia 

My Cousin, — How is it that the gendarmes in Santander, 
Biscay, and Aragon are not paid ? Write to General Caffarelli 
respecting Biscay and Santander, and to General Suchet respect- 
ing Aragon, to take measures for paying them immediately. 
Gendarmes must be paid before any others. 

[676.] Napoleon to Berthieb. 

Paris, Deo. SO, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Send off to-night an express to Bayonne, and 
let General Foy know that we have news from London of the 
22nd, from which it appears that up to the 3rd of December 
the Prince of Essling continued to occupy Santarem ; that there 
have been some skirmishes with the advanced guard, in whidi 
the English were repulsed ; that Lord Wellington has resumed 
his position near Lisbon; that Silveyra boasts of having sue- 
ceeded in an attack upon General Gardanne's advanced guard ; 
that it seems from the details given by Silveyra that his force 
was inconsiderable ; and that, if General Gardanne had continued 
to march upon him, large magazines of corn and biscuit would 
have been exposed to us. 

Send three copies of the ^ Moniteur ' of to-day to General 
Foy ; it contains the news received from London yesterday : and 
tell him that the ^ Moniteur ' of to-morrow will be sent to him, 
with some articles in it bearing reference to these details, and 
also to the Kegency in London, which is not without some in- 
fluence on the affairs of our army. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

The letters contained in this chapter extend from the 16th of 
January to the 31st of December, 1811. 

Napoleon passed this year, as he had passed the preyious one, 
within the French empire. 

The annexation of the Hanse Towns and of Oldenbnrg to 
France, and the increasing disputes with Kussia, were the prin- 
cipal events connected with the North of Europe. 

In Spain, Napoleon was preparing to annex to France the 
proyinces to the north of the Ebro, and was striving to seize and 
to apply to the use of his own army the whole resources of the 
remainder of the country. 

The sufferings and the terror inspired by these measures, the 
constantly increa^ng influence of Lord Wellington and his army, 
and the jealousies and insubordination of the French generals^ 
convinced Joseph that his cause was hopeless. He spent the 
year in fruitless attempts to escape from his uneasy throne. 



[677.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Paris, Jan. 16, 1811. 

My Cousin, — I approve of your draft of the instructions for 
the Duke of Istria. Send them on to him, as well as my decree, 
which you are to consider as having been signed, and which you 
are to transmit to the Minister of War. Let Oeneral Lecamns 
join the Duke of Istria without delay. The Duke of Istria may 
act exactly as he thinks best; he may concentrate his hospitals 
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and maganiieB ; in short, whateyer the good of my seryioe rd- 
quires. You will authorise him to correspond with the King of 
Spain, the Duke of Dalmatia, (Generals Suohet and Broaet, and 
the Prinee of Essling, that he may know what thej are about 
TeU him that, if (General Dronet's corps relnms to Spain, he is 
to command it, and that in unforeseen erents he is to support the 
annj of PortugaL 



[678.] Napolbov to Berzhibb. 

Paris, J«n. 17, 1811. 



Mj Oousin,— Let the EJng of Spun know that, haying g^yen 
the goyemment of Madrid to General Belliard,* who has oour 
tinned to serye me well, I do not choose that it should be taken 
from him, nor, aboye all, that it should be giyen to an officer who 
is not in the seryice of France ; that, if it be true that the Bang 
has depriyed Cfeneral Belliard of the goyemment of Madrid, he 
must restore it to him without delay ; that this is my fi>rmal 
order ; that generally speaking I do not intend any French troops 
to be under the command of officers in the Spanish seryice. 

[679.] Nafoleon to Bebthikb. 

Pari^ Feb. «, 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^I think that you ought to send the ' Moniteur' 
of to-day to the Duke of Dalmatia, to the Duke of Treyiso, to 
G-eneral Belliard, to the Duke of Istria, and to the commandant 
of Giudad Bodrigo and Almeida. When you send the * Moni- 
teur ' to the Duke of Istria, tell him that he will find in it the 
latest news from Portugal, apparently of the 13th ; that things 
seem to be turning out well ; that, if Badajos was taken in the 
course of the month of January, the Duke of Dalmatia may haye 
marched upon the Tagus, and assisted the Prince of EssUng in 
establishing a bridge; that it is therefore of great consequence to 
make all the arrangements which I ordered, so that General 

* Napoleon had appointed Greneral BeDiaid chief of the staff of the aimy 
of the centre. Joseph thereupon depriyed him of the goyemment of liadxid 
and gaye it to General Blaoiac. — Tb, 



Droaet with his two diylBions may be at the disposal of the 
Prince of Essling. Write at the same time to inform the Duke 
of Dalmatia of the position of the Duke of Istria, and to reiterate 
to him the order to assist the Prince of Essling in crossing the 
Tagos; tell him that I hope that Badajoz was taken in the 
oonrse of the month of January, and that he joined the Prince 
of Essling on the Tagos towards the 20th of January ; that, if 
necessary, he may withdraw troops from the 4th corps ; that, in 
short, everything turns upon the Tagus. 

[68O.3 Napoibon to Bebthxer. 

Paila,Maieh8|181t 

My Cousin, — There are three millions at Burgos and two 
millions at Yalladolid ; the two millions which are at Yalladolid 
are intended for the army of Portugal, as well as one of the three 
millions which are at Burgos. Order the Duke of Istria to 
collect the three millions intended for the army of Portugal, and 
to send them as soon as that army appears to have decided either 
to proceed towards the Alente^ or to return upon Coimbra. 
Everything inclines me to think that by this time the decision 
has been made. One of the other two millions at Burgos is 
intended for the army of Madrid ; order the Duke of Istria to 
send it thither. The other million was intended for the army 
of the South, but it is less needed there. I authorise the Duke 
of Istria to dispose of 500,000 fr. in paying the detachments from 
the army of Portugal which are in the provinces of Salamanca, 
and to send the other 500,000 to Madrid for the use of the army 
of the Centre. 



[68L] Napoubgn to Bkbxhibb. 

Paila, Marefa 8, 181t 

My Cousin, — Order three millions to be sent from Bayonne 
to Burgos. 500,000 fr. are to be distributed among the regi- 
ments in the province of Santander, and the other districts 
belonging to the army of the North which are most in want of 
money, particularly paying in full the gendarmes. You will set 
apart 1,500,000 fr. for the army of Portugal, which, with the 
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8.500,000 fr. wliicli I bare already ordered you to send thither, 
will make in the whole five millions. Send one million to the 
army of the Centre, and take this money &om the funds of the 
armies of Spain and Portugal of 1810. 

Let me know what is owing by the Treasury for the year 1810 
and for the present year. 

[682.] Nafouson to Bebthieb. 

Paris, March 9, 1811 

My Cousin, — ^I beg of you to write a private letter to General 
Suchet to express to him my satisfaction at his good conduct in 
the last campaign ; tell him that I expect great things from his 
zeal in pushing forward the siege of Tarragona. This town 
taken, he will have conquered Catalonia. The officer whom you 
send must tell him verbally that in Tarragona he will find his 
marshal's baton. Write to him that he will have 40,000 men 
under his command ; that with so large an army he may leave 
behind him troops enough to hold' Aragon and threaten Valencia, 
while he lays siege to Tarragona. I agree with him that Va- 
lencia will fall of itself. It is there that the armies of Aragon and 
of Catalonia will find the rewards of their labours. 



[ 683.] . Napoleon to Bebthier. 

Paris, Maroh 9, 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to the King of Spain that his aide-de- 
camp, Clermont Tonnerre, brought me favourable news as to 
Valencia, but that unhappily it is not confirmed ; that it seems 
however from the last reports, that there is much disturbance in 
the town; that Greneral Suchet asks for 30,000 men and 40 
pieces of artillery to subdue it ; but that at present Tarragona is 
the chief object, and must be taken first of alL 

[684,] Napoleon to Berthier. 

Paris, March 9, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Write to the King o" Spain that General La- 
houssaye was very wrong to put himself into communication with 
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the Duke of Dalmatia ; that we have no news of the army of the 
South ; that we know only from the English newspapers that on 
the 25th of January Ballesteros was entirely defeated by General 
Gazan; that the troops ought not to have been sent towards 
Guenga, but towards Portugal, where the most important events 
are being decided. 



[685. J Nafouson to Berthieb. 

Paris, March 9, 1811. 

My Cousin, — The government of Aragon will be increased 
by the provinces of Tortosa, Lerida, and Tarragona, and by the 
country which lies to the west of a line drawn from the tower 
of Garraf, on the sea-coast, crossing the pass of Ordal, following 
the course of the Noya as far as Horra, that of the Llobregat to 
the Segra, and from thence along the frontiers of the provinces 
of Lerida to the Noguera, which will separate, as it formerly did, 
the two governments as far as the Pyrenees. You will inform 
General Suchet of this arrangement, and tell him that all the 
troops belonging to the army in service in Catalonia are imme- 
diately to pass under his orders, — that is to say — the 7th of the 
line, the 42nd of the line, the 1st light infantry, and the 10th 
of the line, the Italian and Neapolitan divisions, the 24th dra- 
goons, the dragoons of NapoleoD, and the Royal chasseurs. He 
will leave under the command of the Duke of Taranto the 29th 
chasseurs, the battalion of the 93rd of the line, the battalion of 
the Grand Duchy of Berg, and a company of artillery ; this de- 
tachment will proceed to Barcelona to reinforce the garrison, and 
to form part of the army of Catalonia, of which the head-quarters 
will bo at Barcelona. 

The squadron of the 24th dragoons, and the Italian and Nea- 
politan detachments of the corps belonging to the army of Ara- 
gon which are in Upper Catalonia or Barcelona, will rejoin their 
corps as soon as they can do so with safety. The army of Cata- 
lonia is to occupy Montserrat, and to besiege Cardona, Berga, 
and Urgel ; it is the business of the army of Aragon to lay siege 
to Tarragona. General Suchet and the Duke of Taranto will 
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oonsnlt together regpeotiog the march of the Duke and his de- 
tachment towards Barcelona. They will see whether it be 
better for all the diyision of the army of Oatalonia, which is on 
active serrioe, or a part of it, to more, either to take final posses- 
sion of Montserrat and driye the enemy back upon Tarragona, 
or, if thb is not considered to be absolutely necessary, to protect 
the re-entrance of the Duke of Taranto^s detachment into Barce- 
lona. In the latter altematiye the Duke of Taranto will threaten 
Montserrat with an attack, to keep in the enemy and prevent his 
disturbing the siege of Tarragona. You will consult with the 
Minister of War as to the means of your each sending an officer 
carrying a duplicate order ; one by way of Pampeluna, and th§ 
other by way of Jaca. 

The officer sent by the Minister of War will carry both your 
orders and his ; he will go first to General Suchet, whose order? 
he will deliver ; he will not proceed to deliver those of the Duke 
of Taranto until he is directed to do so by General Suchet, 
The officer whom you send by the other road ?dth duplicates of 
your orders and those of the minister, will likewise proceed first 
to General Suchet, who will give him directions as to the day 
and hour he is to reach Lerida. 

I wish General Suchet to join the army soon after the arrival 
of this officer. You must choose intelligent officers who under* 
stand their duty, so that, in case of General Suchet's absence, or 
even death, they may deliver no order to the Duke of Taranto^ 
if they have not seen General Suchet. You are aware of the 
importance of not leaving the army of Catalonia without a gene- 
ral, and of giving General Suchet such instructions that he may 
be able to direct the whole operation. 

Desire Grcneral Suchet to set about the siege of Tarragona 
immediately; he will choose hb line of occupation either by 
Lerida or by Mora, and fortify the intermediate posts. It seems 
to me to be of great importance to intrench that of Mont Blanc 
thoroughly. He will provision largely t&e Col Balaguer, and 
consider whether he had better provide himself with some boats 
on the sea. I leave it to him to compose his divisions as he 
pleases, mixing the troops of the army of Catalonia with those of 
the army of ^^ragon. 



I 
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The oapinre of Tarragona will crown the glory obtained by 
€kneral Snchet in this campaign, and will give him new claims 
upon me. 



[.686.] Napoueqst to Clabkx. 

Paris, March 9, 1811. 

M. le Duo de Feltre, — ^I send to you the Duke of Taranto's 
report upon the state of affairs in Catalonia. 

He has not advanced the war in that province by a single 
step. He does not appear to be acquainted with the system to be 
observed among mountains. The marches which he has forced 
his army to make across a difficult country, and without a well- 
concerted plan of operations, must have fatigued his troops with- 
out a hope of advantage. 

If latterly he had marched without hurry from Lerida to 
Tarragona, and establishing fortified posts all along the Mont 
Blanc road, he would have reached Beuss, and been safe against 
the efforts of the insurgents. 

I approve, however, of the principal measures which he 
proposes 

[The beginning of the last letter to Berthier is here repeated, 
with the exeeption of the following two passages.] 

The 102nd of the Une, and all the detachments belonging to 
the 93rd and to the other regiments at Barcelona, will be added 
to the garrison, which will then amount to 8000 men. 

When Montserrat js taken, a garrison of from 1000 to 1200 
^en must be properly entrenched and established th@re, 

[ 687.] Nafoubon to Bsbxhixb. 

PariB, March 10, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Despatch orders to the army of the Centre to 
send its detachments to establish a communication with the Duke 
of Dalmatia by way of Merida, and to obtain news of his opera* 
tioDs. Write at the same time to the Duke of Istria to send a 
oVQ^lar to aU^ihe generals in the district of the army of the 
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North to put them on their goard against the news and the ridi- 
culous reports which are brought to them ; they ought to kno\ 
that they are victims of the impostures of the English, Portu- 
guese, and Spaniards. 



[668.] Nafoleok to Clarke. 

Pari^ March 10, 1811. 

M. le Duo de Feltre, — ^I return to you General Baraguay 
d'Hilliers' letters. Send an officer to him. It is not yet time to 
let him know of the changes which I have made in Catalonia, as 
it would not be proper for the Duke of Taranto to hear of them 
indirectly ; but you must send word to him that, as soon as Gen- 
eral Quesnel reaches Puycerda and attacks the fortress of Urgel, 
the enemy's attention will be drawn in that direction ; that he 
must occupy the positions of Olot and Vico, reconnoitre the other 
positions which should be occupied in order to keep up effectually 
the communication with Barcelona ; that the enemy is about to be 
hard pressed at Tarragona, and threatened at Urgel; that he 
must prevent the enemy from establishing himself between Puy- 
cerda and the valleys of the Segra and Girona; that for this 
purpose Olot, BipoU, and Yico must be occupied, and one or two 
posts between Barcelona and the castle of Hostalrich fortified 
and loopholed ; these forts should be placed towards Granoller, 
where the two roads of Yico and Hostalrich meet ; that if Gen- 
eral Baraguay d'Hilliers is able to occupy Granoller and Yico, 
ho will be in communication with Barcelona, and he may execute 
a combined movement with the garrison : in this case it will be 
useless to send the 102nd to Barcelona, as the same effect will be 
produced ; but that for this purpose, as soon as he reaches Yico 
and Granoller, he must begin to turn up the ground and to loop- 
hole the houses, in which he should place a few pieces of cannon, 
and in short take every precaution to protect himself against the 
banditti and other enemies. Tell him that it is the duty of the 
officer whom you send to him to bring back his opinion on this plan, 
and on the means of accomplishing it and of preventing the enemy's 
establishment between the Cerdagna and Girona ; also his opinion 
whether it be advisable to occupy Olot and Eipoll with our forces. 
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and to place them at Yico and Granoller, bo as to send detadi- 
ments of between 200 and 300 men to communicate with Barce- 
lona; it being always understood that the columns of Yico and 
OranoUer will make sorties in concert with the garrison of 
Barcelona whenever the enemy presents himself. 

Tell him that these operations will become easy when Ques- 
nePs division reaches Puyoerda, Tarragona is invested, and the 
army re-enters Catalonia (for I do not consider it as in Catalonia 
when it is at Lerida on the other side of the mountains) ; that 
all these dispositions will contribute greatly to the subjection of 
the country ; but that in order to obtain this result he must for- 
tify himself so strongly that detachments of 50 or 60 men, if 
they have guns, will be exposed to no attack ; that this is done 
in the interior of Spain, and succeeds everywhere ; that he has 
sappers and miners and artillery, and that he may immediately 
fortify Yico and the other posts which he thinks fit to occupy. 

That this plan presents more advantages than that of rein- 
forcing Barcelona, especially as the troops which he sends thither 
may occupy posts on the road and in advance of the town. 

[689.] Napoleon to Clabkx. 

St Clond, Iffarch 13, 181t 

M. le Buo de Feltre, — Send word to Marshal Macdonald 
that it would be of great use if, without endangering the block- 
ade of Figu^ras, he could march towards Barcelona to scour the 
country, advance upon Yico, and disperse the bands which are 
collecting there, and endeavour to take Montserrat, or, if he con- 
siders it imprudent to attack, at any rate to threaten it, and make 
a diversion in favour of Tarragona. He should be accompanied 
by a corps of from 5000 to 6000 men, to which, if he pleases, he 
may add the squadron of the 20th which is at Mont Louis. But 
that the chief thing is to keep up the blockade of Figu^ras ; that 
I intrust it to his care, and that I conclude that he has forced the 
English, who had effeoted a partial landing, to re-embark. 

YoL. n.- 
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[ 090.3 Kafouboh to B ajauuuL 

Parifl»Macihl<,18U. 

My Concdn, — ^Impress npon the King of Spain the necessity 
of sending to Seville all the detachments of the 4th, bih^ and Ist 
corps which are in the district of his army ; let him know that 
this is indii^nsable, and that General Lahoussaye most rest his 
army on the left bank of the Tagos, to pnt himself in oommur 
nication with the Duke of Dalmatia. 



[891.] Naf(xa>h xo Joseph. 

Paris, Mocih 90^ 1811 

Momdenr mon Fr^re^ — ^I hasten to annonnce to yoor Majesty 
that the Empress, my dear wife, has jost been safely deliyered of 
a prince, who at his birth receiTod the title of Eling of Rome. 
Your Majesty's constant affection towards me convinces me that 
yon will share in the satisfaction which I feel at an event of snch 
importance to my family and to the welfare of my subjects. 

This conviction is very agreeable to me. Yonr Majesty is 
aware of my attachments, and cannot doubt the pleasure with 
which I seize this opportunity of repeating the assurances of the 
sincere esteem and friendship with which I am, &c. &c. 



[692.1 Nafoueon to Joseph. 

PariB, March so, 1811* 

This evening at eight o'clock the child is to be privately 

baptized. As I do not intend the public christening to take place 
for the next six weeks, I shall intrust General Defrance, my 
equerry, who will be the bearer of this letter, with another in 
which I shall ask you to stand godfather to your nephew. 

[ 698.] Napoubon to Bbbthdeb. 

March 80, 1811 

The chief of the staff will take 200 copies of to-morrow's 
* Moniteur,' and send them off before 10 p.m. by an extraordinary 

* This letter begins by some sargical detaiU as to the birth of the ddU, 
I haTe not thonght worth trandation. — ^Ta. 
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express, with orders that they may he despatched from Bayoime 
to Spain, likewise hy a special courier. 

The Prince of Neufchdtel will transmit 50 copies of the 
* Monitenr ' to the commandant of Bayonne, who will give 25 
to Gasahianca as he passes through, and will send some to General 
Beille in Navarre. 

The Prince of Neufch&tel will send the remaining 150 copies 
to the Duke of Istria, who will pass some on to Madrid and to 
the army of Portogal, and will distribute them all over Spain. 



[694.] Napoubok to Bebthxbb. 

[Undftted] 

DEBPAT0H1B6 AND XETSTRUCTIONS TO BE SENT TO THE DUKE OF 

DALMATIA. 

The Prince of Neufchdtel will write by this express, and will 
send a duplicate by the officer whom he is to despatch to-morrow, 
to explain to the Duke of Dalmatia the state of affairs since the 
capture of Badajoz ; and he will also tell him that I was sorry 
to see the disasters which happened to the 1st corps before 
Cadis ; * that I cannot approve of the dispositions which he made 
in that quarter; that these misfortunes would not have occurred, 
and that the siege of Cadiz would not have run such risks, if, on 
leaving Estremadura, the Duke of Dalmatia had placed Oodinot's 
division and General Sebastiani's corps under the command of 
the Duke of Belluno ; that by this means he would have had six 
French and three Polish regiments, that is to say an extra force 
of nearly 20,000 men ; that when he found himself threatened 
hy the landing at Algesiras, by ordering 8000 men from General 
Sebastiani^s corps and a brigade of General GTodinot's to join 
him he would have had three times as many troops as he wanted ; 
that the only two posts worth holding duriog the expedition to 
Estremadura were Seville and Cadiz ; that all the hospitals should 
have been collected within Seville ; that, besides, a third part of 
the 4ih corps would have been more than enough to keep at a 

• TlialMKtde of BacroM, fooght on the 5ili of SCaxeh, 1811.— Ta. 
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difltanoe sach troops as those in Murcia, and generally to hold 
the whole of that country. 

The Duke of Dalmatia has 60,000 men under his orders ; he 
might have given up 30,000. to the Duke of Belluno, and yet have 
had more troops than he wanted before Badajoz. The mania of 
attempting, in a moment of difficulty, to hold every point may 
be productive of great misfortunes. The Emperor is displeased 
that, whilst the siege of Cadiz ran great risks of being raised, the 
12th, 32nd, 58th, and 43rd, altogether a division of more than 
8000 men, were scattered about in posts of trifling importance. 

The six Polish battalions and General S^narmont's light 
horse were more than enough to watch that side ; and thus the 
four French regiments and Count Milhaud's division of cavalry 
would have been available for sustaining the siege of Cadiz. On 
the other hand, General Godinot's two regiments, consisting of 
six battalions, were perfectly idle and useless in their can- 
tonments. 

The chief merit of a general lies in the proper disposition of 
his troops. His Majesty sees with regret that on this occasion 
the proper dispositions were not made. His Majesty desires 
that all the hospitals may be collected within the walls of Seville, 
in order that, although the country may be generally occupied 
for the purpose of obtaining food and other resources, it still may 
be possible, in an emergency, to assembly, the troops and hold only 
a few. citadels. 

Neither does His Majesty approve of the decision which has 
been taken of holding Olivenza ; it should be blown up and the 
fortifications destroyed. As to Badajoz, everything depends upon 
the possibility of victualling it : if it can be done quickly, and for 
six months, the town should be kept^ if not, only the citadel 
must be preserved, and the fortifications of the town must be 
blown up. 

The Emperor has ordered all the men ^belonging to the 51st 
and 55th regiments which are at present with the army of the 
Centre to march immediately towards Andalusia. The Emperor 
has given similar orders with respect to the 5000 men, both 
foot and horse, belonging to the army of the Souih, which 



lUloi, 1811. niBTBUGTIOKS FOB 80ULT. 173 

are at present with the army of the Centre. I transmit His 
Majesty's orders positively^ in order that they may be executed 
without delay* At the same time I order the Duke of Istria to 
send to you 8000 in&ntry and 2000 cavalry, also belonging to 
the army of the South, which are at present under his command. 

These reinforcements will repair all losses, and reinstate the 
army of the South in a suitable position. Besides these, in the 
course of the next fortnight another corps of 6000 men, belong- 
ing to the army of the South, will join it. As soon as these 
dispositions are made, the Duke of Dalmatia must prepare him- 
self for resisting an attack from the British army ; and, when the 
time comes, for marching upon Lisbon with 30,000 men, whilst 
the army of Portugal advances upon the town in another direc- 
tion with 60,000. But this aggresive movement is adjourned till 
the North of Portugal is brought into order.* .... Coimbra 
will continue to be the head-quarters of the army of Portugal ; 
Oporto will be occupied by a detachment. The strength of this 
army amounts to 60,000 men under arms ; its orders are to fight 
Lord Wellington if he advances on Coimbra ; to harass and to 
threaten him incessantly towards Lisbon, in order to prevent his 
sending large detachments against Andalusia. Lord Wellington 
has only 32,000 English under his command; he can therefore 
send detachments of only 8000 or 9000 men with between 5000 
and 6000 Portuguese. A body of 15,000 men, consisting of 
cavalry, infantry, and artillery, in good condition, and beloDging 
to the best regiments, must be always kept at Badajoz, so that, 
if the English should make the slightest movement in that direc- 
tion, the Duke of Dalmatia may march thither with 8000 or 
10,000 men, and assemble between 25,000 and 30,000 in Estre- 
madura. In this emergency only a corps of observation should 
be left at Granada, which should be under the orders of the Duke 
of B^lluno. 

The Duke of Dalmatia should correspond with the Prince of 
Essling and the army of the Centre by way of Madrid. The 
King should always keep a body of 6000 men (cavalry, and 

• Illegible.— Ed. 
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artillerj) between the Tagos and Badajos, ready to join the Doke 
of Balmatia's corps if the English move on Andalusia. But, 
for this purpose, the oonntry most be entirely cleared, the hospi- 
tals collected in Seville, and Cadis, ScTiUe, and Badajos the only 
posts held, keeping at the same time a corps of observation at 
Cbanada. In this case the Dnke of Bellnno would have the 
command of the troops remaining at Seville, of those before 
Cadis, and of the corps of observation towards Oranada, whilst 
the Duke of Dalmatia commands the corps which is to oppose 
the English. He will likewise have under his orders the diviabn 
of the army of the Centre, and will thus be able to assemble 
80,000 or 86,000 men. The siege of Cadis ought to be pushed 
on with the utmost vigour ; the requisite number of men may be 
placed there, with a better distribution. The 5lBt and 55th 
should be replaced by the regiments which have suffered most at 
Cadis ; some French regiments belonging to Sebastiani's division 
should be changed. In short, the Duke of Dalmatia, having with 
him the division of the army of the Centre, would have 35,000 
men to resist 80,000 English, supposing Lord Wellington to 
march upon him with the whole of his army ; but this suppo- 
sition is impossible, as the Prince of Essling would then march 
upon Lisbon, and the English would be placed between two fires, 
and cut off from their base of operations. The Prince of Essling 
will remain at Coimbra, and threaten Lisbon, which will be at- 
tacked after the harvest by 70,000 men belonging to the army of 
Portugal, and by all the troops which can be procured from 
Andalusia to manoeuvre, according to circumstances, upon Bada- 
joz, and the Tagus. These 100,000 men, resting on Coimbra and 
Badajoz, will accomplish the conquest of Portugal, an event 
which will have serious consequences for the English. 

The Prince of Neufchd.tel wiil annex to this despatch a re- 
turn of the detachments which are ordered to join the army of 
the South. In two days the duplicate of this order will be taken 
by one of the Prince of Neufch&tePs officers. 
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MISSION OF OENEBAL MONTSIOK TO BAYONNE. 

The Prmoe of Neufch&tel is to send General Monthion to 
establish a staff-office at Bayonne. General Monthion will com** 
mand the dapartment and the different dep6ts» General Boirin 
will return to Boordeanx. General Monthion will appoint agents 
to ascertain what officers pass through, and will send on the news 
which they bring, if it be interesting, by an extraordinary ez- 
pressy so as if possible to precede their arriTal in Paris by 24 
hours. 

General Monthion Will manage all the details relating to the 
departure of money and of convoys ; he will send off as many 
extraordinary couriers as he pleases. The Prince of Neufch&tel 
will give notice of this to Count Lavalette.* I wished to dimi- 
nish the number of expresses traversing Spain, because their 
frequency &,tigued the escorts, but between Bayonne* and Paris 
there are not the same objections. General Monthion will cor- 
respond regularly with Generals Caffarelli, Thouvenot, and Beille, 
and with the Duke of Istria. 



DESPATCH FOR THE KIKO OF SPAIN. 

The chief of the staff will send a despatch to the King of 
Spain, to acquaint him with the existing position of the armies 
of the South and of Portugal, and with that which I have ordered 
them to assume ; he will inform the King that, if the English 
advance upon Badajoz, the army of the Centre must send a di- 
vision thither, or even asfar as Cordova, to support the army of 
the South if it should be attackd by Lord Wellington. The 
Prince of Neufch4tel will let the King know how much money 
has been sent to the army of the Centre, and the amount which 
is to follow. 

* The Postmaster-General.— Tb. 
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DESPATCH FOB 6EHEBAL SEBASTIANI. 

The Prince of Neufch&tel will write to (General Sebastiani 
that I am displeased at his keeping 16,000 of my best troops 
doing nothing; that what has happened at Cadiz is his fault; that 
he commanded the army of observation, and that it was his dnty 
to protect the besieging army. 

SUPFLEUENT TO THE DUKE OF DALMATIANS DESPATCH. 

The Prince of Neufchdtel will, as soon as possible, let me 
have a memorandum of all the rewards for which the Poke of 
Sjlklmatia asks, and which appear to be just, that they may be sent 
off in a few days ; and, in the mean while, he will write word to 
the duke that he will soon receive them. The Prince of Neof- 
chdtel will also announce to the Duke of Dalmatia the arrival of 
several marching regiments, commanded by lieutenant-colonels^ 
to whom he may give vacant regiments. 

The Prince of Neufch&tel will tell the Duke of Dalmatia that 
a company of 80 men belonging to the 1st regiment of foot- 
artill^ is at Cordova, and that several other artillery companies 
are scattered in the same way ; that they most be assembled to 
be sent to Cadiz. 

FBESH BEIKFORCEMBNTS FOB THE ARMT OF THE SOUTH. 

The Prince of Neufch&tel will order the whole of the 29A 
chasseurs to join the army of the South^ this order must be pe- 
remptory, and the Duke of Dalmatia will be advised to despatch 
this regiment towards badajoz to strengthen his cavalry against 
the Erglisli. The Prmce of Neufchatel will order the 8th com- 
pany of the 7th artillery, which is at Guadalaxara, the 7th compa- 
ny of the 3rd artillery at Segovia, the company of the 6th regiment 
which is at Madrid, the 2nd company of the 2nd battalion of 
sappers and miners at Madrid, and the 3rd company of the train 
of engineers, composed of 70 soldiers and 63 horses, also at 
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Madrid, to proceed to Andalusia to reinforce the army of the 
Soath. The Prince of Neofch^tel will let me know whether there 
are at Bayonne any companies of artillery, which may likewise 
be sent to Andalnsia. 



[695.] Kafolson to Berthier. 

Parla, April 9, 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^I wish yon to send off this evening Senator 
Leconltenz's son, aide-de-camp to the Prince of Essling ; he will 
take with him several copies of the ^ Moniteur ' of to-day ad- 
dressed to the Prince of Essling, to the Buke of Istria, and to 
General Caffarelli. Tell the Prince of Essling that an express 
has been intercepted, and it is to be feared that it contained des- 
patches from him, since between those which Colonel Pelet 
brought, and the one written from Guarda, none have been re- 
ceived from him. 

Ton will send the Prince of Essling by his aide-de-camp a 
duplicate of yesterday^s despatch ; you will let him know that I 
have given the command of the 1st division of the 6th corps to 
General Foy ; that therefore there is no occasion to appoint Gene- 
ral Maucune general of division ; that he should arm Almeida as 
soon as possible, since it appears that it would take a long time to 
destroy the place and to remove the artillery. 

Desire him to hasten the departure of General Drouet and his 
corps for Andalusia, and let them take the shortest road : this is 
important, for it is to be feared that the English will use their 
utmost endeavours to raise the siege of Cadiz. He must take 
measures to protect Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo, and, on the 
other side, communicate with Madrid and Seville, in order to com- 
bine operations with the army of Andalusia, and to afford it assist- 
ance. 

Send word by the same officer to the Duke of Istria to hasten 
the departure of all the provisional regiments which are intended 
for Andalusia, as it seems that the enemy is turning all his efforts 
in that direction. Reiterate my orders with respect to the ex- 
presses. You will send ' Moniteurs ' to Madrid and to the Duke 
of Dalmatia. You will let it be j&own at Madrid that it is neces- 

Vol. II.-^* 



J7g BXtLIABD. Oki». XVH 

E$xj to oommunicate with the Prmoe of EsBling; that he was at 
Oaarda on the 27tli, extending his left flank towards Alcantara ; 
that he is in want of powder, ammunition, and provisions, which 
most be sent to him, if possible, by way of Alcantara and Plaoenda. 

You will let General Belliard know that we are waiting im- 
patiently for news from Andalusia ; that the 8rd corps, under the 
orders of General Suchet, has received a reinforcement of 16,000 
men ; that in the course of the month of May, Gkneral Suchet in- 
tends to commence the siege of Tarragona, an undertaking which 
will be difficult on account of the want of provisions, but which 
will decide the submission of those provinces ; that G«n«ral Ques- 
nel has entered Puycerda, and is proceeding to lay siege to Urgel ; 
that Oampoverde has been decoyed even into the ditch of tbe for- 
tress of Montjouy, and has lost 3000 men. 

Tell General Belliard that he must send patrols as far as Cor- 
dova to obtain news of the army of Andalusia. Write to the 
Duke of Dalmatia, when you send the ' Moniteurs ' to him, to in- 
form him that General Suchet, whose corps has received a rein- 
forcdfaient of 16,000 men, is about to lay siege to Tarragona, and 
that, as soon as the town is taken, this fine army will be available. 
Let him know the situation of the Prince of Essling, and the ne- 
cessity of putting himself into communication with that army, 
whose chiefs object is to hold Lord Wellington in check, and to 
combine operations with the army of the South. You will send 
him a duplicate to inform him of General Drouet's march towards 
Andalusia. 

Write to him in cipher, if you have one, that two French 
frigates and a transport of 800 tons, laden with ammunition and 
600 conscripts, are on their way from Toulon to Malaga ; that 
this expedition takes the shells and ammunition which are wanted 
for the siege of Cadis : that it sailed from Toulon on the 4th of 
April, and took in troops at Porto Ferrajo. If you have no 
cipher, it will be enough if you give this information vivd voce to 
the officer, who will repeat it to the Duke of Istria, who again will 
transmit it through an officer to the Duke of Dalmatia. It will 
be sufficient to write in a memorandum-book i^— '^ Two frigates 
and a transport of 800 tons, shells and shot; 600 conscriptfi. 



Porto Femgo Malaga, April the 4tL" These indicatioiui will 
be enough. 

You will let the Duke of Ragosa know that I have appointed 
General Foy to command the let division of the 6th corps ; joa 
will order him to hold himself in readiness to start Send off all 
these despatchA& When they are gone, you will come to the 
Tnileries at 6 o'clock, or at half-past 6 o'clock, with the general 
orders which yon will despatch to*morrow by another officer to 
the Prince of Essling. Bring me at the same time the proposals 
for rewards and promotions. 



[696.] Nafolbon to Bbbxhzbb. 

Piikia,Apkaifi,181L ' 

My Cousin, — ^I return to you General SucheVs letter of the 
6th of March. Order the supplies of com for which he asks to 
be sent to him from Navarre ; write also to General Suchet that 
he must absolutely present himself before Tarragona by the 1st of 
May at latest It is the only means of preventing the insurgents 
from invading Upper Catalonia. 

[697.] Napoleon to Bebthies. 

Pails, April H 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^Tou must send an officer to General Suchet to 
inform him that, in consequence of the treachery of two magaiine- 
keepers, who were Catalonians, a door of one of the magazines of 
Figu6ras, which looked towards the ditch, was opened at 2 o'clock 
in the morning, and that 800 Miquelets thus got into the fortress 
and took in their beds 500 Neapolitans and Italians and 150 
French ; that this unpleasant event has forced General Baraguay 
d'Hilliers to concentrate his forces round Figudras; that it is 
therefore indispensable for General Suchet to advance upon Tar- 
ragona, to hold in check Campoverde, and prevent his making a 
diversion ; that the season is favourable, and that it would be a 
great pity if his fine army were to remain inactive. 
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[69a] Napoubqn to Bjektuiek. 

Bt Cloud, April 87, ISIL 

My Cousin, — Desire General Thoavenot to take particular 
oarc of St Sebastian, and to watch the service of that place^ so as 
to prevent the possibility of a surprise. 

[ G09.] Nafoudon to BsRraxEB. 

St Clond, April 27, 1811. 

My Cousin,— 'Write to the Duke of Ragusa, under coyer ta 
the Duke of Istria, to inform him that he must take all the mea- 
sures which are requisite for the organisation of his army ; that I 
permit him to form it into six battalions, without making a corps* 
d^armee ; that he may send back to France the generals and offi- 
cers who do not suit him. He will desire them to march first 
towards Yalladolid, where they will await further orders. Send 
word to him that as soon as Greneral Brenier, who is commandant 
of Almeida, enters the line, attention must be paid to him, and he 
should be employed as general of division ; that it is useless to 
promote him as long as he remains at Almeida ; that he is an ez- 
eellent officer, and may be usefully employed. 

[700.] Napolboh to Berthieb. 

Fontainebleaa, May 7, 1811. 

My Cousin, — I send to you a translation from the English 
newspapers. You. will see that on the 18th of April Wellington 
had crossed the Tagus. I beg you to have copies made of these 
despatches, and to send them this evening to the Dukes of Istria 
and of fi»agusa, and even to General Belliard. It seems that, at 
that time, only half the British army was in Castile. What has 
occurred ndar Almeida must have already made these facts known 
to the generals, and have taught them how to support their troops 
upon the Tagus. You see that what I foresaw has come to pass ; 
some troops were foolishly left at Olivenza, and 300 prisoners 
have been taken. 

Olivensa was captured on the 14thw It seems to me strange 
that, although the Duke of Dalmatia heard that Lord Beresfocd 



had crossed on the 4tli, he should have taken no measitres up to the 
25th of April for relieving Badajoz before Lord Wellington's ar- 
rival. Return these newspapers to me as soon as you have had 
ttiem copied. 



[701.] Napoleon to Bebthteb. 

St Clond, May 20, 1811. 

My Cousin,— Send back General Suchet's aide-de-camp, 
Bicard, with orders to General Suchet to march upon Tarragona. 
Impress upon him the necessity of leaving Klopiski's brigade to 
defend the country on the side of Navarre. Tell him of General 
Baraguay d'Hilliers' victory, on the 3rd of this month, over Cam- 
poverde, who, at the head of 12,000 of his best troops, endeavoured 
to introduce a convoy into Figu^ras ; 1200 mules, which composed 
the convoy were seized, 100 officers and 2000 men taken prison- 
ers, and the rest killed and dispersed in every direction. Say to 
General Suchet that it is mortifying, that, while he has such a 
force in his hand, he allows them to go to sleep instead of taking 
advantage of these events to invest Tarragona. 

[ 702. 3 NapOLSON to BlfBTHIBB. 

Caen, May S5, t8tl« 

My Cousiny-^There are many fathers of families in the gen- 
darme squadrons which are in Spain ; I am told that a return of 
tiiiem has been sent to you ; let me have it^ that I may see whether 
I can permit some of them to return* • 

[ 708.] KAPOUfeON TO 6EBiTHIBA« 

Oieii, May f 8, 1811 

My Cousin,—*-! have received your letter. I have not yet 
seen Lecoulteux, so I can tell you nothing of what is going on in 
Portugal. I do not lose a minute in desiring you to write every 
day to General Marmont, and to send the ^ Moniteurs' to him ; 
several of them contain news from Spain. Let General Marmont 
know that he has full powers to reorganise his army, to form it into 

or seven divisions, and to send back the generals who do not suit 



him; that 1m niay take U6«iteiumtHx>loiieb from General Drooei'i 
oorpe to put at the head of the vacant regiments, ohooaiiig for this 
porpoee men of action : that he shoold aend baok the oommiaaa- 
riea who are of no uae to him, and collect hia troops ao as to he la 
hand ; that he mnst aeiie all the mules in the proyinoe of Sala* 
manca, and in his rear; that there are many in those provinoes ; 
that the Duke of Istria has orders to assist him with all the meana 
in hia power, and eren to give him aa many of my guard as he can 
spare ; that I have contracted for the purchase of 4000 pack, sad- 
die, and draft mulea at Bayonne ; hut that, of course, it will take 
aome time. 

Write to the Duke of Istria that he must oontrihute 500 
horses or mules, and even the necesaary materials, horses and har^ 
ness ; in short, everything that is required to put the Duke of 
Ragusa's artillery into perfect order, for it is essential that it 
should have the proper means of transport and be in a good con- 
dition ; that he may take mules to supply the place of his horses 
till fresh ones arrive ; that 4000 artillery and baggage horses are 
at this moment on their way to Bayonne ; that he must keep no 
useless stores at Salamanca, but despatch them all to Burgos ; 
that he is to provide for the wants of the army of Portugal with 
the utmost activity ; that if the English advance upon Ciudad 
Rodrigo, he must assemble all his forces, proceed to the assistanoe 
of the Duke of Ragusa, and, finally, engage the English in a de* 
cisive battle. 

Remark to him that his letters are not sufficiently frequent; 
that instead of writing every day he scarcely writes at all, and 
gives no intelligence of what is going on. Desire the Duke of 
Ragusa to put hia army into proper order, and fig^t the English 
if they march upon Ciudad Rodrigo ; that in thia case he may be 
reinforced by the Duke of Istria with a division of in£mtry com- 
posed of 10,000 of my guard ; that he should announce my ap- 
proaching arrival and his own march upon Lisbon as soon as the 
harvest is over. 

Desire the Ministers of War and of the Administration of the 
War, to haaten the purchases which I have ordered for remount- 



mg ihe detaclimaitfl of the artilleiy train and the hone artillery, 
wiiieh are in the depots at Auoh, Pan, and Toolouse. 

I think that an officer should be sent to inform the Duke of 
Istria that I ezpeot him to take every means of giving decisive 
assistance to the army of Portugal 



[704.] Napolboit to Bkbtbdeb. 

CberbooTg; Hay 29, 181 1 ; 

My Oousin, — ^I send to you your Portuguese correspond- 
ence. Let the Duke of Bagusa know that I have appointed 
General Maucune to be a general of division. Sepeat to him 
that he may send back to France all the generals who do not 
suit him, and that he is to organise his army in the way which 
he thinks best. ^ 



[ 705.] Napouson to Berthibr. 

Ha^re, Hay 29, 1812. 

My Cousin, — Let there be long details put into the ' Mon« 
itenr ' on all that has taken place at LeridL Send the plan of 
atUck to the War-office to have an engraving made of the siege 
of Lerida, as well as of that of Oirona. Express my perfect 
satisfaction to General Suchet, and let him know that I have 
granted all the promotions for which he asked. 

Beiterate to him the order to levy a contribution of sevend 
millions upon Lerida, in order to obtain food, pay, and clothing 
for his army. Tell him that the war in Spain makes such an 
increase of forces necessary, that I am no longer able to send 
money thither ; that war must support war. Order him to have 
no Spanish officers in Spain, but to send them all to France ; I 
should have censured the whole capitulation if he had approved 
of that article. 

Write to him that he ought to suffer no other than the 
French flag to be planted on the castle of Lerida. Sepeat the 
order for him to blow up the fortifications of the town. Write 
to him that I suppose him to be master of Mequienza; that 
he should take measures for the capture of Tortosa; that Mar- 



ahal Maodonald ia to mftrch at the same time on Tarragona; 
that he is to collect all the artillery and materials which are 
required to march on Valencia and force his way through its 
walls ; hat that, before this is attempted, Tortosa and Tarragona 
most be taken. 



[706.] Napolbov to BKBtHiKa. 

AlcB^oD, Jane 1, 1811. 

My Coosin,-— I retam to yon year Portagaese and Spanish 
correspondence, in order that yon may prese -t to me the decrees 
for the appointment of the different lieutenant-colonels, and 
for their employment in the regiments of the army of An- 
dalusia, which are without commanding officers. Tou may 
show mtit of my letters to the King of Spain;* they will proye 
to him how insane it is for him and the Spaniards to assert that 
they can do without French troops. 



[707.] Kapolbon to Berthieil 

Chulred, Jane 8, 1911. 

My Cousin,«^I send to you the English account of the 
action at Fuente de Onoro. Send a copy to the Dukes of Ka» 
gusa and of Istria. Tou may have copied even what is scratched 
out, that they may know the whole. You may bring this ac- 
count back to me to-morrow, on my arrival at St. Cloud. 



[708.] NAFOLEOif TO Bebthieb. 

St Clond, Jnne 8, 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to the Duke of Istria that he is to 
think twice before he orders General Bonnet to evacuate the 
Asturias ; that I consider this measure as in itself very bad ; 
that General Bonnet, by occupying Oviedo with 6000 men, 
covers the whole plain of Yalladolid and Leon, and threatens 
Gallicia; that his position is defensive with respect to Valla- 
dolid, the mountains of Santander, and Biscay, and offensive as 

* Joaeph was now in Paris. He arrived there on the 15th of May.— Tb. 
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regards Ckllicia ; that I attribute to it tHe inaotivit j of the Oal- 
licianR, as they are in constant fear of being attacked by him by 
their rear ; that, if General Bonnet were to evacuate the Asta- 
rias, the Duke of Istria would be obliged to place him at 
Santander, the only effect of which would be, that Leon and 
Yalladolid would be unprotected, and the insurgents would 
have full liberty to disturb the plain, and even to march upon 
Astorga and Benevento ; that this would be a retrograde step ; 
that the Junta of Oviedo would be formed again, and would 
infest all those mountains; that it would be a detestable ope- 
ration. 

Oeneral Bonnet should not evacuate Oviedo, unless it were 
necessary at some particular time to assemble the whole army 
to give battle to the English. It would be a fortnight's absence, 
after wiiich he ought to return ; but this emergency is not pro- 
bable, as at present the South is the field of action. 

As to the frontiers of Portugal, all the stationary artillery, 
powder, ammunition, and everything which is not wanted for 
the defence of Giudad Bodrigo, should be sent to Burgos. There 
are some waggons without horses, and some ordnance at Sala- 
manca, which ought to be sent to Burgos ; and if some unex- 
pected event were to force the Duke of Istria to evacuate 
Yalladolid, he should leave nothing of the kind in the town. I 
am told that there are waggons at Placencia and in other places. 
Desire them to be sent to Burgos. 

[ 709L] Nafousoit to Bebthibb. 

St Cl^ad, Jane 10, 1311. 

My Oousin, — Order General Caffarelli to trace out and 
begin to construct a tSte-de-pont at Miranda, in order that^ 
whatever happens, the passage of the Ebro may be secured. 
The position of this t6te-de-pont requires that it should be of 
some extent ; a square tower of the second size must be built in 
masonry, to serve as a guard-house, magazine, and redoubt for 
the tete-de-pont The Minister of War will send to you a plan 
of this tower. 

The tSte-de-pont ought to be so constructed as to enable the 
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army to orofs the Ebro at anj time without molestatioo. Send 
word to General Oafiarelli that it would be advisable to build 
some towers on the heights in the defiles between Yittoria and 
Inm. Ten of these towers, placed npon the highest points, 
affording a retreat to twenty men, would be of great use. They 
would serve as outposts to reconnoitre the heights, and to keep 
us always masters of them. These towers would not cost more 
than 10,000 francs a-pieee, and it would be money and labour 
well employed. 

[ 710.] Napouboh to Bkrthieb. 

St CSond, June 14^ 1811. 

My Oousin, — ^I see that at Mequinenaa, in Aragon, there 
are 6000 tools; why are they not sent to Madrid? Order this 
to be done. 



[711.] Napolbon to Clabkv. 

St Gload, Jcne 28, 1811. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — I am told that some generals, staff, 
and commissariat officers, are in the habit of taking as servants 
men from the army, and thus weakening the regiments. This 
abuse is particularly frequent in Spain. Order the soldiers to 
be arrested and sent back to their corps. 

[ 712.] Napolbon to Bbsthdeb. 

St Clood, Jane 25, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Order the Duke of Istria and the general in 
command of the army of the centre to give proper escorts to 
20,000 merinos belonging to me, which are at Madrid, and are 
to be brought to France. 

[ 718.] Nafoleov to Bebthixb. 

Trianon, Jnly 11, 181L 

My Cousin,— Order 10,000 pairs of shoes out of the 20,000 
which are at Yalladolid, and 6000 out of the 12,000 pairs 
which are at Madrid, to be sent to the army of Portugal : which 
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make altogiether 16,000 pairs of shoes for tliat anny. The 
Bake of Bagosa will distribute them to the differmt regi- 
ments. 



[71i.] Napolieov to Bebthibb. 

Trianon, JvJj IT, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Let Marshal Jourdan have the necessary sum 
to equip himself and proceed without delay to Spain, where he 
may be of use. Arrange everything so as to enable him to start 
as soon as possible. 



[ 715.] Napolbon to Bkbteoeb. 

St. Cloud, Jnly 81, 1811. 

My Cousin, — The tower of the Bidassoa is to be con- 
structed at Bayonne. The minister of war should have given 
orders to this effect. It does not in the least concern Biscay. 
The towers should be built only on the tops of the heights. 
They are all to be of the third size ; there are to be none of 
either the first or second. 

The first tower must be placed on the height of Salinas, 
situated so that signals made from it may give information as to 
what is going on in the mountains. The officer who examined 
the country did not quite understand what was intended : three 
towers were to be constructed ; one at Salinas, and the others 
on the watersheds of the mountains. 

It must be seen how many such there are from the Bidassoa 
to Miranda, and the three principal positions chosen for the con- 
struction of three towers. As soon as these are finished, three 
more positions must be determined on, and the towers must be 
placed so as to overlook the road and the defiles which join it, 
to correspond easily with each other by means of signals, to give 
notice of what is going on in the mountains, and in short to 
serve as a refuge for my troops. Towers of the third sice will 
cost 15,000 fr. apiece, that is to say, 45,000 fr. for the three. 
Too much haste cannot be made in establishing one of these 
towers on the heights of Salinas. The plans sent by General 
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Thoavenot do not oury out my intentioiui ; they mnsl be begna 
all orer again. 

[716.] Kapoixoh to Bkbthieb. 

St Cload. Ad^ ^ 1811. 

My Cousin,— Write to General Sooham that, as his regi- 
mental artillery, his waggons, and the artillery belonging to his 
division eannot yet be ready, I wish him in the mean while to 
second (General Reille in Navarre ; that one of his regiments 
should guard the valley of Bastan ; that, with the other three, 
he should pursue Mina, and do all he can to destroy the banditti 
and pacify Navarre ; that while this is taking place the great 
heat3 will pass off, the artillery will be brought into order, and 
he will then be directed to proceed whithersoever he may be 
wanted. He should fix his head-quarters at Logrono. 

Write to this effect to General Reille ; tell him that I also 
intend to send the Italian division to Navarre; but that he 
must at length make an end of the banditti, terrify them, 
shoot them by hundreds, disarm the country, and keep safe the 
ammunition and horses. 



[717.] Nafouson to Bkbthieb. 

St Cload, Ang. 24, 1811. 

My Oousin, — ^It will be easy for you to make the King of 
Spain* understand that, as the whole of his left is safe, now 
that the army of Portugal is at Almaraz, he must have a suffi- 
cient number of troops, and that he should send to the army of 
the South all that belong to it ; that the 26th chasseurs is most 
useful to the army of Portugal, the cavalry of which has been 
ruined. Repeat the order to General Dorsenne to assemble all 
the men belonging to the 75th and 28th, as well as to the 
dragoons of the army of the centre. Reiterate the same orders 
to the Duke of Dalmatia, and include the Germans, who ought 
not to form part of his corps. Tell the King of Spain to send 

* Joseph was now at Madrid. He xetamed on the 15th of Jnlj. — Ta. 
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back all the diBmoiinted men belonging to the army of the 
South who are in any of the dep6ts within the district of his 
army. 



[718.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Trianon, Aug. 25, 1811. 

My Brother, — T thank you for your letter on my birthday. 
I entreat you not to doubt my friendship or the interest which 
I take in you. My affection for you will always remain un- 
changed. 

[ 719.] Napoleon to Berthieb. 

Trianon, Aug. 26, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Answer to General Dorsenne that Baron 
Dudon, intendant of the provinces imder the jurisdiction of the 
axmy of the North, is not to follow the army, but to stay at 
Yalladolid ; that he is invested with the government of the 
province, under the immediate orders of the general command- 
ing in chief, who is to let every administrative measure pasb 
through General Budon's hands, and to pay every contribution 
to the agents of the treasury; that the commissary-general is 
always to follow the army and to provide for its wants ; that 
the Intendant Budon represents the administration of the coun- 
try, and is to be considered in the same light as a prefect in 
France; that the commissary-general is to have the manage- 
ment only of the administration of the army; that Spaniards 
must not be employed imder the intendant; first because no 
f^liance can be placed on their fidelity or attachment, and 
secondly because they would have no influence over the French 
governors and military authorities, and could not prevent the 
irregularities which are so frequent in Spain, and which have 
been the chief cause of the crimes which have been committed 
there. On the other hand, French auditors, who keep up a 
oorrespondence with France, know the limit to the authority 
of each, and will not allow themselves to be imposed upon, may 
be consulted as witnesses whenever a point is in dispute ; that 
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therefore Midiiora must be plaeed everywhere; that ihe com- 
maader-iii-duef most ghre no administaAiye orders except throng 
the mediam of the Intendant Dudon, and that the reyenues are 
on no aooount to be paid except into the hands of the French 
cashiers, and the expenses are to be defrayed only by the pay- 
masters of the treasury ; that in this case all intervention of the 
Spanish authorities would be suspicious; that I wish General 
Porsenne to make use of the talents of Baron Dudon, and of 
the seal of the auditors: that it is the only way of placing every- 
thing under supervision, and of putting an end to irr^ularities. 

That I have no objection to the creation of superior intend- 
ants, each with the command over a whole province; that I 
established one lately in Navarre ; that similar officers may be 
placed in all the provinces ; that, with respect to the King, my 
general orders must have shown clearly enough that he is to make 
no appointment in the district of the army of the North except 
to ecclesiastical or judicial functions ; but that no military or ad- 
ministrative agent is to be appointed by the King ; that in short 
I wish General Dorsenne to act in accordance with the adminis- 
tration, and, instead of causing annoyance to the intendant and 
to the auditors, he is to encourage and support them. 

[ 720.] Napoleon to Clarke. 

Trianon, Ang. SS, 1811. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — ^I am delighted to hear of the cap- 
ture of Figu^ras. Send an extraordinary courier to the Duke 
of Taranto to express to him my satisfaction, and tell him that 
I have asked you to send me a report on the promotions and 
rewards to be given to the army. You will tell him that* I 
have issued a decree for uniting Catalonia to France (you will 
receive it in a few days) ; that Marshal Suchet occupies at pres- 
ent Montserrat; that I have ordered him to place a French 
division, composed of 4 regiments and 10 pieces of artillery, 
between Barcelona, Montserrat, Tarragona, and Lerida; likewise 
to garrison Mequinenza and Tortosa with his troops ; that both 
these places will continue under the command of Marshal Suchet, 
who is ordered to march with the remainder of his army upon 
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Yalenoia; that I wish the Duke of Taronto to repair to Bar- 
celona and inspect Montserrat, to see what use can be made of 
that important position ; that he is to add 6000 of his troops to 
the division which Marshal Sachet gives up to him ; that he is 
to take as many men as possible from Barcelona, and to form 
an effected corps of from 12,000 to 14,000 men to manoeuvre 
\>etween Tortosa, Lerida, Barcelona, and Montserrat; to take 
Cordova and Urgel, disperse the assemblages in Catalonia, and sub- 
due the country. An aggressive movement on Valencia will con- 
centrate there all the efforts of the enemy, which will be a real 
deliverance for Catalonia. The Duke of Taranto should establish 
a good commandant at Figu^ras, and supply it with provicdons 
for several months. It would be a good thing to publish an order 
prohibiting any stranger, not belonging to the garrison, from 
entering the fortress on pain of death. I suppose that he has 
inflicted severe punishment upon the traitors who gave it up. 

[ 721.3 Napoleon to Berthier, 

Compidgne, Sept 11, 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^I return to you the Duke of Dalmatia's and 
Oeneral Dorsenne's letters; give orders yourself as to these 
trifles. The notion of paying duty on the clothing of the officers 
and men is absurd ; write to put an end to it. Answer to Ge- 
neral Dorsenne that he ought not to place the intendant-general 
on the same footing with the receiver of taxes ; that the way to 
obtain assistance from the intendant is to treat him with proper 
respect ; that Baron Dudon may be of great use to him, if it be 
only in repressing abuses and depredations; that to offend him 
therefore shows a want of regard to his own interests. Write to 
M. Dudon that a functionary does not resign ; that if he has any 
complaints he should make them, but not talk about quitting the 
service ; that this proceeding does him no honour, and shows a 
want of knowledge of his duty. 
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[722.] Napolboh to Clabke. 

Antwerp, Oct 8, 1811. 

M. le Dae de Feltre, — ^I enclose to you the Duke of Taranto's 
letters. Give the oommand of the army of Catalonia to General 
Decaen. 

Answer to the Duke of Taranto that he ought not to corre- 
spond with the King of Spain upon any subject, nor to answer 
any letters from his ministers. 

Give the same instructions to General Decaen. 



[723.] Napoleon to Bbbthibb. 

Utrecbt, Oct 9, 181L 

My Cousin, — Write to the King of Spain that, till further 
orders, he may keep everything that reaches Madrid from 
France, inter ded for the army of the south, as that army is in 
want of nothing. Bepeat at the same time the order that 
everything belonging to the army of the centre, which is now 
in the possession of the army of the south, may be returned 
without delay to the army of the centre. Write also to the 
King to tell him that I have ordered the money which he re- 
quires to be sent to him. 

I approve of the Duke of Dalmatians measure for raising inde- 
pendent companies composed of the French who are in Anda- 
lusia. 



[724.] NAroLBON to Bebthieb. 

St aoad. Nor. 19, 181L 

My Cousin, — The last letters which you sent to me from 
General Monthion were dated the 29th of October. That is 
now three weeks ago : I am surprised at his not sending his 
reports more frequently. Nor have I heard anything for the 
last three weeks from Generals Cafiarclli and Reille : such neg- 
ligence is intolerable. Generals Monthion, Thouvenot, Cafia- 
reli, and Dorsenne must be desired to write to you every day, 
and your correi^ndence must contain more information. Let 
me have the last retuma firom the army of the north, that I may 



know how many rick there are in Biscay. Let me ako have a 
report of the orders which you have presx to the marching 
hattalionS) and of those which you have sent to General Mon- 
thion as to the disporition of these hattalions. 



[ 726.] Napoleon to Bebthier. 

8t Cloud, Not. 19, 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^Despatch immediately an officer to Marshal 
Sachet to inform him that General Reille is about to march 
towards Aragon in order to support him. Tell him that on the 
Tery day when he thought that Mina had joined Empecinado to 
assist Genral Blake, Mina was near Mondragona, fiercely pur- 
sued by General Burck; tell him that we have news from 
G-ibraltar of the 26th of October ; that the army of the south 
has carried the camp of St. Koch and Algeciras ; that Ballas- 
teros is hemmed in under Gibraltar ; that General Decaen has 
gone to succour Barcelona, and will do all that he can ; that the 
£ing writes word that since the 1st of November he has occu- 
pied Cuenca in force in order to support him, and that the Duke 
of Ragusa has orders to send thither a division. Inform him 
that the English have 18,000 sick in Portugal, and are unable 
to undertake anything ; that the Duke of Dalmatia is ordered 
to send a column to make a diversion in Murcia ; that, therefore, 
Valencia must be vigorously attacked and taken. 

Send back the Duke of Ragusa's aide-de-camp to him ; let 
him know that the great object at present is the capture of 
Valencia ; tell him of the successes lately obtained by Marshal 
Suchet : send the * Moniteur ' of the last month to him ; he will 
see that the English have 18,000 sick, and appear to be deter- 
mined to remain on the defensive. 

If Valencia has not yet fallen, he must send a detachment of 
6000 men to join all the available troops belonging to the army 
of the centre, and to march to Marshal Suchet's assistance. As 
soon as Valencia is taken, a great many troops will be set at 
liberty, and he will be largely reinforced ; his army will then 
oommenoe its great operations. At this period, that is to say, 
towards the end of January, after the rains, he should march 
Vol n.— 
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wiik the nmj of Poiingftl and part of the army of tbe mndk 
itpon Elvos, and oyemin the Alentejo, whilst the anny of the 
north, remforced by part of the army of reserve, adyances on 
Coa and Alfayates. Bat the important point now is to take 
Yalencia ; he must therefore pat a division in motion without 
delay. 

Write to the King to this effect. I conclude that he has sent 
all his available troops to commanicate with Marshal Sachet and 
to support him. Tell him that, if Yalencia ia not yet taken, I 
have ordered the Duke of Ragusa to send a division to join him, 
so as to form altogether a corps of from 10,000 to 12,000 men, 
who will march to General Sachet's assistance. 

Send the ^ Moniteur ' for the last month to the Eang^ to 
Marshal Suchet, and to Generals Reille, Caffarelli, and Dor- 
senne. Write to General Reille that I hope that he received 
news of the 6th from Marshal Sachet, whom he must support 
by sending without delay to him Severoli's division, and by 
inarching himself with his whole division towards Aragon : tell 
him that General Decaen is advancing on Barcelona. 

Order General Caffarelli to proceed with his division against 
Mina ; to pursue him in every direction till he is utterly routed; 
to assume the command of Navarre, and to support General Reille 
in Aragon. General Dorsenne is sufficiently strong; write to him 
that the great object is to take Valencia. 

[726.] Napoleon to Bebteoer. 

St Glomd, Not. 20, 1811. 

My Cousin,-^Write to Generals Porsenne, Caffarelli, and 
Thouvenot, that a detestable system is followed in the coantries 
where they are ; that immense forces are stationed in the villages 
to resist troops of banditti that are in motion ; that this produces 
continual misfortunes ; that the opposite course should be adopted, 
only the principal posts should be occupied, and moveable columns 
sent &om them in pursuit of the banditti ; that if things were 
managed in this way, many aooidents would be prevented ; that 
this plan most be immediately adopted and the banditti actLvely 
attacked ; that experience in La Yend^ has taught as that iSkud 
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best way ia to hare moveable oolumns seattered and multiplied in 
every direotioii, and not stationary bodies. 



[727.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

8t Cload, Not. 90, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Express my displeasure to General Dorsenne 
at his not having relieved the troops belonging to General Wan- 
dermaesen's divisipn at Soria and Aranda, so that they have not 
yet been able to rejoin the army of Portugal. To act in this 
manner is to try to destroy the army. 

[728.] Nafouegx to Clabkb. 

Paria, Dee. 8, 1811. 

M. le Duo de Feltre, — I return to you the papers belonging 
to the Catalonian correspondence. 

I can determine nothing about the army until I have more 
recent returns ; send me those of the Ist of December, or at 
least of the 15th of November. 

The losses ia the army of Catalonia are produced by its 
obstinacy in remaining at Figu^ras. I have advised them per- 
petually to leave Lampourdan, a country which is said to be 
as unwholesome as Walcheren. This obstinacy will destroy the 
whole army. 

When the siege of Figu^ras rendered it necessary to assemble 
a great many troops there, the presence of the army may have 
been required ; but as soon as the fortress was taken they should 
have passed on ^nd quitted Lampourdan, which has always been 
&tal to the French. 

A million francs has been sent to bring up the arrears in the 
pay. I am e^cpecting to hear of the arriv$|l at Barcelona of the 
convoy under Qeneral Decaen's escort^ 



[ 729.] Napoleon to Bbbthibb. 

Paris, DeCL 9, 181L 

My Cou8in,«rrI return to you the Spiyiush Qorrespondence. 
Make a list of the promotions and rewards which are demanded, 
as I propose to gr^nt them. Wnte to the Duke of Bagnsa that, 
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if the enemy's movements force him to march towards the north, 
General Dorsenne will he under his orders ; hat the great thing 
at this juncture is to take Valencia. Express to the Duke of 
Dalmatia my disapprobation of the flank movement performed by 
General Girard in the presence of the enemy, a march which lasted 
for three days, and was so iU managed that the enemy might 
have cut him off at any time : he should have been supported by 
a strong detachment It is unfortunate that, with an army of 
80)000 men, they could not make the dispositions which prudence 
demanded to avoid being beaten by a troop of 6000 English.* 
Remind him that, when one has to fight, particularly against the 
English, one must not divide one's forces, but collect them and 
present imposing numbers : all the troops which are left behind 
run the risk of being beaten in detail or forced to abandon their 
positions. Repeat to him the order to provision Badajoz for a 
twelvemonth. If the capture of the island of Leon is considered 
impossible, Murcia must be vigorously attacked, in order to re- 
lieve the army of Valencia. Tell him that I have issued a decree 
with respect to the expedition. I do not intend it to be made 
at my expense ; it would cost me enormous and absurd sums. 
Write to him that he may organise his army as he thinks proper, 
in six or seven divisions, retaining always the generals accordiDg 
to their rank and seniority. I grant permission to the Duke of 
Belluno to return to France ; but as he may be engaged in some 
operation requiring his presence, you will enclose this permission 
to the Duke of Dalmatia, who will deliver it at the right time to 
the Duke of Belluno. The Duke of Dalmatia has the finest army 
in the world, and yet he holds in check neither General Hill nor 
the army of Murcia, the whole of which has^marched to the as- 
sistance of Valencia. 

. Tou will reader an account to the ministers of the treasury 
of the 500,000 francs which were missing in the^ convoy escorted 
by General Avy to the army of the south. 
NB 

* At Arrozo del Morino, where General Girard was surprised and defeated 
hy General HiU on the 28th of Octoher.— Tb. 
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£730.3 Nafolbon to Bebxhieb. 

Paris, Deo. ^ 1811. 

My Cousin, — Suspend Colonel X of the 12th dragoons, 

employed in the army of the south, whose incapacity has occa- 
sioned the loss of a detachment in the Alpujar&s : give notice of 
this to the minister of war, that he may he sent for to give an 
account of his conduct. Express my displeasure to l|^ajor Pillay 
at hb not attacking the army of Miua in Biscay ; let him repair 
to Bayonne, where his conduct will be examined into. Obtain the 
necessary information from Generals Thouvenot and Buquet. 
Order the Italian soldiers who were taken prisoners by Mina, 
bat thrown upon the coast of Bilbao and set free, to be clothed 
immediately and kept at Bayonne : let General Monthion take 
the greatest care of them. Order General Thouvenot to pay 
the marching regiments which are placed in Biscay out of the 
revenue of the province. Wine should be distributed to the 
troops which are there ; there is plenty to be had in Spain. The 
soldiers fall into bad health for want of proper food. 

Tell General Dorsenne that I am surprised to see that the 
magazines are empty ; they have never been so low. General 
Dorsenne spoils everything by his attempt at centralisation. 
This system acts as a perpetual clog in Biscay and Navarre. 
Convoys must start from Bayonne without delay. 

Let me have a report upon Santona, and of all that it has 
cost me up to this time : propose to me to grant large sums this 
winter in order to finish the fortifications. * Measures must also 
be taken for sending thither all the requisite ammunition and 
provisions by sea from Bayonne and San Sebastian, under an 
escort of fishing-boats. I allow 100,000 francs out of the funds 
which I have at Burgas to the engineers for the works of that 
fortress. Write to General Dorsenne that I am sorry to see that 
he has not yet marched regularly upon Pot^s, and destroyed 
Mendizabal and the Marquisito ; this was the first thing to be 
done after reconquering the Asturias. 

General Bonnet should employ all the contributions which he 
levies on the Asturias in paying his troops and improving their 
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condition; he liaa made fieqnent levies; hia aoconnts must in 
future be kept with regularity. Write to the King that the 
Dutoh hussars are free to enter his service ; he must incorporate 
them in his guard. 



[781.3 Nafolbon to Bxkzhdzb. 

Paris, Dee. 9, 1811. 

My Coufiin, — ^I have three divisions to add to the army of 
observation on the Ebro, the 6th, 8th, and 9th. The 6th and 
9th should be composed of troops who speak Grerman; the 8th 
of French troops. Let me know whom to appoint to these con^ 
mands. The 9th division will consist of eight Swiss battaliona 
and of the Illyrian regiment : the command of this division may, 
I think, be given to General Legrand : can he speak German ? 
The 6th division may be given to General Daendeb, and the 8th 
to General Yerdi^re. The Duke of Padua and General Sebas- 
tiani and Belliard have no command ; ask them what they wish 
for ; would they like to serve in the infantry or in the cavalry ? 
Tou must also find me out some brigadier-generals among those 
who are now in Paris, and who want employment 

General Compere is in the King of Naples' service ; he is an 
excellent general, and might be employed in the army. He ha3 
ftothing to do in the Neapolitan service. 



[782.] Napoleon to Bebthibr. 

Parifl»I>ee.16»181L 

My Cousin, — ^I wish to recall General Montbnm to France. 
Let me know to whom I can give the command of the cavaliy 
belonging to the army of Portugal, and who are the cavalry 
generals still remaining in that army. If I recall the guard, 
General Chastel will come back. Tell me what generals would 
remain, capable of commanding the cavalry of the army of the 
North. Before I consenfi to the return of the General of Divi- 
sion Latour Maubourg to France, let me know what o^r 
generals of cavalry there are belonging to the army of the South. 
I have already asked you when the reserve at Bayonne wiU he 



able to send off ike men who are wanted to complete the battik 
lions which are with the different marching regiments. Tell the 
Doke of Eagosa that 300 men of the 14ih chasseurs, among 
whom is the company of picked men, are on tiieir way to join 
kim, and will complete that regiment to at least 800 men ; that 
he is not to consider it as belonging exclosiyely to Sonham's 
division, but has perfect liberty to place it wherever he pleases ; 
that I am most anxious to hear that his artillery b at length 
organised, and that his army has 100 pieces of cannon. 



[ 738.] Nafoi^bon to Bebthdeb. 

Paris, Dec «S 1811. 

Hy Oousin, — ^I wish you to draw up a report on the army of 
Ae North. I believe that I have already ordered my grenadiers, 
a company of foot artillery, my gendarmerie d'^lite, and the 
guides, to return to France : if this order respecting the gendar- 
merie d'^lite has not yet been delivered, let it go without delay, 
and let all my gendarmes belonging to the guard proceed to 
Bayonne. I think that I ordered the Duke of Bagusa to give a 
company of light artillery to General Dorsenne : repeat this 
order. Let me know what companies or detachments of artillery 
and of the train are under General Dorsenne, for I wish to recall 
to France, first, my two companies of horse artillery, and^ 
secondly, all the drivers belonging to my horse artilleiy. I have 
no objection to leave the horses and harness there, but I want 
the men to return to France. There would remain then only 
the companies of conscript gunners and the teams which are 
required for the guns belonging* to the infantry. Let me know 
if I could not obtain from Auch, Carcassonne, and Bayonne 
artillery officers and men, teams, and drivers to relieve those 
belonging to my guard. Let me also have a detailed report on 
the artillery of the army of the North. I should .like to recall 
immediately to France my chasseurs, Poles, and dragoons, but I 
must first have a report on the cavalry of the army of the North. 
The Grand Duke of Berg's lancers, the legion of gendarmes, the 
1st hussars, and the 31st chasseurs will remain there ; altogether 
four regiments, including the men engaged in Spain, those in the 



200 ABUT BVrUBHS. GteAV. zm 

nuroluDg regiments, and even those in the depdts, that I may 
endeayoor to make their nombers as large as ponible. As there 
is more oavalry in the army of the South than is wanted, tell me 
whether from the marching regiments belonging to that army 
which have not yet got beyond Burgos, a sufficient number mi^t 
not be taken to increase Oeneral Dorsenne^s cavalry to 3000 men. 
I consider all questions respecting the cavalry of the army of the 
North to be connected with those respecting the cavalry of ^e 
army of PortugTtl ; for my reason for wishing General Borsenne 
to have more than 3000 men is clearly that I foresee the possi- 
bility of his having to repulse the British army, and, in that case, 
I should like the armies of Portugal and of the North to be able 
to assemble 9000 horse on the field of battle, which would prevent 
any movement on the part of the English ; I say on the field of 
battle, not 9000 effectives, and you know what an immense differ- 
ence that makes. 

Let me therefore have a return of the cavalry belonging to 
the armies of Spain, including all the marching regiments on 
their way to it. I shall wait till I have received this return 
before I give final orders to the cavalry of my guard. As to the 
in&ntry of my guard, I certainly wish it to return, but I am 
waiting till Valencia is taken ; besides infantry have the advan- 
tage of being able to travel by post. I wish you also to give me 
an accurate account of the army of Portugal, including all the 
provisional regiments in the rear, as well as those which are at 
Bayonne. 

[734.] Napoleoit to Clarke. 

Pari^ Dec St, 18tl. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — ^I return to you General Decaen's 
despatches. Write an account of what has taken place ; make 
it of sufficient importance to satisfy the generals, without, how* 
ever, magnifying too much operations which were merely against 
peasants. 

Write to General Decaen that I am sorry to see that he has 
broken up Freyre's division, as, in consequence, there is no 
longer an efficient force in the south of Catalonia, between Lerida^ 
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Tortosa, and Barcelona; that he mnst disperse the rebeb who 
wre collecting aheut Yico, and that he must prepare to send ^ a 
convoy, by land, to Barcelona. Let me know the number of 
coasters which have sailed from Agde since last October, how 
many have reached Barcelona, and how many have been taken. 
Write to General Decaen and to Adjutant Carrion-Nisas that up 
to this time the contracts made with the coasting-trade have not 
answered. A contract must be made for the transport of pro- 
visions by land ; I have on this subject some new ideas, which I 
will explain.' I suppose the garrison of Barcelona to require 
8000 rations, which makes 3000 quintals a month. All the 
contracts which have hitherto been made with the coasting-trade 
must be considered as intended for the supply of a place besieged. 
A regular contract should now be made with a company for the 
transport of 4000 quintals a month, conveyed in great waggons, 
capable of holding from forty to fifty quintals. The army of 
Catalonia must provide an escort for this convoy every month. 
I shall bestow a great privilege upon this company — ^that of 
bringing back foreign goods and merchandise on its own account. 
At present the important thing b to insure the arrival of a con- 
voy at Barcelona in the month of January, and another in 
February, that there may be no anxiety about the daily supply 
of the place. I have ordered the Minister of the Treasury to 
send to Barcelona one million francs, half of which is for the 
troops, and the other half to be given to the commissary-general, 
for the purchase of com, meat, vegetables, and other provisions. 
There will be 400,000 francs in money and 600,000 in a draft. 
I conclude that Marshal Suchet has blown up the fortifications 
of Tarragona, at least all that constituted it a fortress, and that 
he has preserved only a redoubt. 

Inform General Decaen that Marshal Soult was to invest 
Valencia on the 25th, and open the trenches on the 26th ; he 
hopes to carry the entrenojied camp on that day, which will give 
him such facilities for attacking the town, that he may become 
master of it in the course of January. 

Propose to me some rewards and promotions for the army of 

Oatalonia. 

Vol. n.— 9* 
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[785.] KAPQLBOir TO Bebthzbbi 

PtrK Dec. 80, 1811. 

My Oouain, — t beg of you to make an extract of the different 
corps belonguig to tbe army of the South, so that I may see at 
once the state of every infantry regiment, how many they have 
under arms, detached no matter whither, rick, &c., including 
only those belonging to the army of the South ; you will afler'> 
wards make a similar abstract of all that are to be found belonging 
to the army of the South in the districts Of the armies of the 
Centre and of the North. 

You will have a similar account drawn up of the foot-artilleryi 
including all the companies of the same regiment which are with 
the army of the South, without distinguishing the different corps : 
the same thing with respect to the train, the baggage-train, the 
engineers, and sappers and miners. I require these abstracts td 
be made in order to see how to curtail the cadres, particularly 
those of the artillery and engineers, and to recall some of tl^ 
officers to France. 

Express my displeasure to the Duke of Ragusa at his hayin|f 
sent no return of the army of Portugal to me since the 1st of 
October. Similar abstracts must be made of his army. 

[786.] Napolbon xo Bbbthieb. 

Paris, Dec 81, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Order the Duke of Dalmatia to send Oenerab 
Oirard and Britche back to ]?rance 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

The letters in this chapter extend from the 2nd Jannarj to the 
24th of December, 1812. 

Napoleon's power, which at the beginning of this year appeared 
to have acquired its greatest strength, before its end was irre- 
coverably broken. 

His reverses began in Spain, where Lord Wellington took 
Cindad Bodrigo, Badajoz, and the forts of Sakmanca, defeated 
Marmont at Salamanca, drove Joseph from Madrid, and forced 
Soolt to raise the siege of Cadiz. Napoleon left Paris on the 
9th of May, reached Dresden on the 16th, and held there his 
celebrated receptions, in which kings were the courtiers ; crossed 
the Niemen on the 24th of June ; fought the battle of Borodino 
On tho 7th of September, entered Moscow on the 14th of Sept, 
left it on die 19th of October ; crossed the Berezina on the 26th 
of November ; left the remains of the Grand Army on the 5th 
of December, and reached Paris on the IStL 



[787.] KAFOLSbN TO BEBTHIBft. 

Paris, Jan. % 181S. 

My Cousin,— I wish you to write for me a report, which will 
be printed, on the correspondence respecting General Girard's 
affair. It seems that General Britche was posted on the side by 
which the enemy attacked; that he was completely surprised, 
not in his bivouac, but in bed in a comfortable house, while the 
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horses of his hossftra were unsaddled. I will dictate this report 
to you. My object is to impress on the colonels and generals of 
light troops the general prmciple that a colonel of chasseurs or 
hussars who goes to bed, instead of spending the nights in bivouac 
and in constant communication with his main-guard, deserves 
death. I think that Marshal Mortier has some information on 
the subject. As my object is not merely to punish Greneral 
Britche, but to excite the zeal of the whole light cavalry, this 
report must be vigorously drawn up. 



[738.] Napoleon to Bebthixr. 

Paris, tTan. 6, 1812. 

My Cousin, — Among the Reveries of Marital Saxe, mixed 
up with much that is extremely commonplace, are some hints on 
the means of levying contributions on foreign countries without 
fittiguing the army, which seem to be useful. Bead them, and 
put the contents into the form of instructions for my generals in 
Spain. 



[789.] Nafoiaoh to Bgbthisb. 

Parbt Jan. 14, 1812. 

My Cousin, — Prepare the following instructions, which I 
wish to have sent to Marshal Suchet, as soon as I have approved 
of the draft. 

You will tell him that, immediately after the capture of 
Valencia, I intend the Polish generals and staff officers, as well 
as the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd regiments of the Vistula to return to 
France. You will point out the shortest road for their return. 
Marshal Suchet will retain the government of Valencia, together 
with the command of the 3rd corps of the army of Spain, which 
he will organise in the following manner: — He has the 114th, 
121st, 7th, 116th, 44th, 16th, 117th, and 5th light infantry; 
total 8 regiments. As soon as I hear of the fall of Valencia^ I 
shall order the provisional regiment of Aragon, which is at Pam- 
peluna, to repair to Valencia to complete the numbers of those 
«ight regiments. Let me know the effeotivey the number of skik, 



mttd the present under arms of • the eight regiments, saf^osing 
tibe provisional regiment to hare been already incorporated in 
them. 

These eight regiments will be formed into three divisions in 
tiie manner which he thinks best. They will be joined by all the 
detachments in Aragon. The cavalry will consist of the 4th 
hussars and the ISth cuirassiers. Yon will desire him to send to 
me all the companies of the artillery-train, all those of the 
baggage-train, and all the companies of sappers, miners, and 
artillerymen whom he doe^ not want. For this purpose you will 
send me a return of them in the greatest detail, and you will 
propose to me to' incorporate the men who are required to com- 
plete the companies which will remain with the army of Valencia* 
The skeletons of the artillery'train will be composed of all the 
men who have no horses ; the skeletons of the sappers, miners, 
and pontoneers will consist of the non-commissioned officers and 
corporals, and of 20 soldiers chosen by the captain, so that each 
company which is sent to me may amount at least to 30 men, 
who will animate and encourage the conscripts placed in their 
regiments. I suppose that the necessity of occupying several 
strong posts and of defending the coast will make it requisite to 
keep some of the officers and men attached to the siege-train. 
Marshal Suchet's corps will consist, therefore, of between 20,000 
and 22,000 men ; he will retain the Neapolitan division, which is 
1200 strong. 

Palombini's division, consisting of from 5000 to 6000 infantry 
«nd 400 cavalry ; Severoli's division of 5000 infantry and 400 
eavalry (altogether 11,000 Italian foot and 800 horse, with the 
artillery which belongs to them), with Reille's division of 9000 
infantry and 600 cavalry, will form a corps of from 20,000 to 
21,000 foot and 1500 horse. This division will proceed to 
Tortosa, and Reille will take the command of Lower Catalonia. 

You will afterwards organise the artillery of these three 
divisions ; it will be necessary to take some companies from the 
army of Aragon in order to form the park. 

You will divide the territory of Catalonia into two parts ; one 
will include Tortosa, Mequinenza, Lerida, Tarragona, Mont- 
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■emt, uid Baroelona, near which plaoe it will end. Yoa w31 
ooDSult on thiB subject Omicral Cj-nilleiniiioty who has been en 

the spot. 

General Beille may carry his head*^iiarterB to Tarragona, 
Lerida, or Barcelona ; his corps wiU be increased bj the ganrison 
of eaoh place, with the exception of the detachments forming part 
either of the garrison of Oirona or of the army of Valencia, com^ 
posed as I have already described. 

Yon mnst see the Minister of War in order to obtain fivMn 
him all the details respecting the armj^of Catalonia and the dif> 
ferent fortresses, to enable you to propose to me the organisation 
of the army of Oatalonia, which will receiye all the detadunents 
belonging to it in the garrison of Barcelona, and will send back 
all that ought to belong to the army of Valencia* 

Caffarelli's division wiU also be added to General Beille's corpS) 
which will thus amount to 30)000 infantry and more than 2000 
earalry. Its duty will be to defend the whole of Aragoik 
General Labb6 will take the command of Caffarelli's diyision. 

General Beille's division will be called the corps of the Ebra 
You will submit for my approbation a scheme for the final orgKOf^ 
isation of the whole of Catalonia, both Upper and Lower, dividing 
it into departments.* General Beille's chief duties will be te 
keep the country quiet, and to supply Barcelona amply with pn^ 
visions; he will keep open the communication with the army oi 
Valencia, with the army of Portugal at Valladolid, and with the 
army of the centre at Madrid, and he will protect Aragon; his 
general orders will be to have always one or two of his divisions 
placed so as to afford a strong support to the army of Portugal| 
if the Bnglish should move against Valladolid. 

General Dorsenne, with the whole of my guard, is to return to 
France. General Caffarelli will take the command of the army 
of the north at Burgos, and wiQ have under his orders the ISOt^ 
84ih, and lldth regiments (as the 4th regiment of the Vistula is 
Polish, it must return to France)* Let me have a detailed ao- 

* This order showB tiiat l^apoleon had decided on the axmexation of Csta* 
loDiA to Fraiice. — T& 
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oovnt of the starenglih of this annj : Palombini's Italian diyiaioB 
•oght perhaps to be added to4t 

I also wish to make an exchange : to retom to the army of 
Portugal the four marohing regiments, and to send a division from 
Ae army of Portogal to BnrgoS) consisting of an equal number 
•f men. The army of the north will thus be sofficiently strong, 
and composed of good troops^ Write to the Dnke of Dalmatia to 
despatch immediately the three regiments of the Vistula, the 
ngiment of lancers of the Vistula, and all the Polish staffl This 
diminution in strength of the army of the south is of no conse* 
quence, and you will desire the order to be executed in 24 hours 
afker the receipt of your letter. You will send to me a plan for 
reeruiting the cadres which are to be withdrawn from the different 
armies, and also the skeletons of the companies of artillery, and 
the battalions of the train, as well as of the sappers and miners 
who are to be recalled. 

The three companies of baggage-mules which are with the 
8rd, 4th, and 13th battalions at Pau are to be sent to the corps 
of the Ebro ; they will therefore leave Pau with a strong escort, 
taking advantage of that which will convey the prisoners from 
Valencia to Saragossa. General Reille will thus obtain 600 bag> 
gage-mules, which will be of great use to him* As these three 
eompaniee belong to three different battalions, yon will desire the 
general of the army of Portugal to settle about the exchange with 
General Beille, in order that iha army of Portugal may have one 
oomplete battalion, and the corps of the Ebro another. Lastly, 
propose to me to add to the grand army the company of engineers 
which was at Bayonne> intended for the army of observation, a 
company of pontoneers, another of sappers and miners, and, I 
think, two companies of artillery, which were intended for the 
■ame eorpsi There will still be left a considerable number both 
of men and materiala I intend to make use of the teams, as soon 
as I understand the nature of those belonging to the army of 
Portugal. As this army is in the presence of the English, it 
should be well provided in this respect. If you have no return, 
the Duke of Ragusa's aide-de-camp, who is an artillery officer, 
may be able to supply you. 
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I ooQsider it as of the utmoet importance that the army of 
Portugal should have at least 100 mounted guns, with proper 
ammoidtion. Souham's division ought to have 22, the army of 
Portugal 80, Bonnet's division 4 or 5, making in the whole 110. 
It rei^uires quite as much, and the artiUerj must he well horsed 
and of large oalihre. As soon as I know the organisation of the 
artillery of the army of Portugal, of the corps of the £hro, of the 
army of Valencia, and of the corps of the army of ohseryation, I 
will give a destination to the 1000 artillery horses which I have 
left at Toulouse. The army of reserve being thus broken up, let 
me know the respective destination of each of its parts, whether to 
be joined to the corps of the Ebro or to some other corjfe. Let me 
have a detailed report on the subject, snq^ported by the returns. 
The result of these measures will be to deprive the armies of 
Spain of the four regiments of the Vistula, consisting of eight 
battalions; of three Polish regiments, composed of six battalions : 
in the whole seven regiments or 14 battalions, which will make a 
splendid division for the Grand Army. 

I have desired the 40th and the 34th to return to France; 
you will repeat these orders. I shall likewise have deprived the 
armies of Spain of the regiment of Polish lancers, of a few Polish 
generals and staff officers, and of 22 battalions of the guard, alto- 
gether 36 battalions. But a short time ago I sent thither 
Souham's division, which consists of 14 battalions, and Beille's 
division, and Gaffarelli's, which are both equally strong; in the 
whole 42 battalions. Therefore, instead of having lost, the 
armies of Spain will find that they have gained. 

It is essential that you should let the Duke of Dalmatia know 
that, as soon as he has parted with the 34th and 40th, as well as 
the three Polish regiments, the nine marching battalions which 
are in the 5th government, and which belong to his corps, will set 
off to join him. 

When the Minister of War has shown to you the return of the 
troops in Catalonia, I wish you to propose to me to diminish the 
number of their cadres, and to recall those which are fit to receive 
conscripts. 
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[740.] Nafoleoh to Bbbthieb. 

Paris, Jan. 25, 1812. 

My Cousin, — I have not yet decided upon giving the com- 
mand of the army of ihe North to General Cafifarelli; let this 
decree be kept back. If Marshal Suchet persists in returning, 
and his health renders it necessary that he should, I shall send 
General Caffarelli to take the command before Valencia. 



[741.] Napoleon to Bebthibb. 

Paris, Jan. 25, 1812. 

My Cousin, — Write to General Reille that I bestow upon him 
the command of the army of the Ebro ; it will be composed of 4 
divisions in the field ; 1st, his own division ; 2ndly, Palombini's ; 
3rdly, Severoli's ; and 4thly, Ferino^s division ; to which he will 
add the 1st light infantry, and the 14th, 115th, and 5th of the 
line. 

As soon as he occupies the country round Barcelona with the 
part of his army which is in the field, the depots of the regiments 
firom Nassau, the 2d battalion of the 23d of the line, the 2d bat- 
talion of the 18th light troops, 4 companies of artillery, and the 
sappers and miners, will make the garrison of the town sufficiently 
strong. 

With these 4 divisions he ought finally to subdue the whole of 
Lower Catalonia, to keep Aragon quiet, and be able to bring the 
administration of the country into order. 

You will find annexed the, decree by which Catalonia is 
divided into 4 departments; you will send a copy to General 
Reille. 

His cavalry will be composed of the 9th hussars, the regiment 
of royal Italian chasseurs, a regiment of Neapolitan dragoons, 
and the 24th dragoons. 

General Caffarelli will not have the command of the army 
of the North. If Marshal Suchet cannot remain at Valencia, 
General Caffarelli will be sent thither. 

General Cafiiurelli will despatch the 2 battalions of the 6th 
light troops to reinforce the army of Valencia. 
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Add to General Beille's orders that he may take a companj 
from the legion of gendarmerie which b at Burgos, and send it ie 
Barcelona ; it will be nseftil in a large town. 

Order General Dorsenne to forward to the army of Portugal 
the marohing cayalry regiments belonging to it; and to send those 
which belong to the armies of the Oentre and of the South to 
Madrid. The Eling may keep them if he thinks proper. 

To the Minister of War : — ^Desire General Deoaen to forward 
to Barcelona all the troops belonging to the 18th light in£uitry 
and the 28d of the line. 

To Marshal Sachet : — ^If General Mosnier is not wanted, the 
Emperor wonld like him to proceed to the army of obsemition of 
the Ebro, to receive from General Beille the command of Aragcm 
and Saragossa. Write to General Beille. 

Order the King to forward to Valencia one of the 4 regir 
ments of dragoons which are with the army of the Centre. This 
regiment will form part of the army of Valencia, where it is re- 
quired by the difficolty of the conntry. 

Order the King to occupy Cuenga, and to keep up his commu- 
nications with Marshal Suchet. 

[742.] Napolboh to Berthisb. 

Paris, Jan. S7, 181S. 

My Cousin, — Write by to-night's express to (General Dorsenne 
that I have received intelligence of the advance of the English 
upon Ciudad Bodrigo ;* that this being the case, I approve highly 
of his putting off the departure of the guard, in order that he may 
support the Duke of Bagusa with his whole force ; that General 
Montbrun must shortly arrive, since Marshal Suchet sent a mes- 
senger to desire him to return ; and that on the 11th he ought to 
have commenced his retreat on Madrid, where, according to my 
calculation, he may have arrived on the 18th, and have joined the 
army towards the end of the month ; that on his arrival the army 
of Portugal was to take up its final position. 

• Lord WeDington took Giadad Bodrigo on the 19th of Jamuuy, 1812. 
— Tb. 
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The EngUah appear to have marohed in order to effect a 
diTersion from the siege of Valencia, and because thej heard of 
the strong detachment sent from the army of Portugal. Say that 
I am not so anxious for the return of my guard as to wish it to 
be sent before afijidrs assume a different aspect in the north. 



[ 748.] Bbbthieb to Mabhort. 

Parifl, Feb. 11, 1813. 

The Emperor regrets, H. le Due, that, having with yon 
Souham's division and the other three divisions which you had 
assembled, you did not return to Salamanca to see what was 
going on. This would have embarrassed the English, and might 
perhaps have been of use to Oiudad Rodrigo. In your present 
position you should fix your head-H^uarters at Salamanca, and 
concentrate your forces there, despatch one division towards the 
Tagus, re-occupy the Asturias, and force the enemy to stay at 
Almeida and in the north, for fear of an attack. You may even 
march upon Oiudad Bodrigo, if you have enough siege artillery, 
and retake the place (your honour requires this) ; or if a deficiency 
of provisions or artillery force you to adjourn this operation, you 
may at least invade Portugal, and advance upon the Douro and 
Almeida. This threat would hold the enemy in check. 

The army of the South is powerful; its right is protected by 
the army of Valencia, which extends its outposts towards Ali- 
cante. 

Tour position, therefore, at Salamanca should be offensive as 
respects Almeida. As long as the English know that your forces 
are assembled at Salamanca they will attempt nothing ; but if you 
proceed in person to Valladolid ; if your troops are sent to be 
wasted in your rear;* if, above all, your cavalry is not prepared 
for action after the rains, you will expose the whole of the north 
of Spain to disasters. 

It is absolutely necessary to re-occupy the Asturias, because 
more troops are required to keep the borders of the plain as far 

* Si T08 tronpes sont envojfies se peidra ma les deixitoas." I am not quite 
rare of tfaie meemxig of thiB sentence. — Tb. 
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as Biflcay, than to hold the Astrnias. Since the Engliali hare 
divided their army in two, one part towards the south and the 
other against you, their nambers cannot be very considerable; 
yours are much greater. My letter which yon recelTcd on the 
13th told yon what to do, — ^to threaten the English ; and if yon 
think it impossible at present to retake Cindad Rodrigo, you 
should repair the roads leading, towards Almeida, fortify Sala- 
manca, collect your siege-artillery, and send large detachments 
upon Ciudad Kodrigo. This plan will hold the English in check 
without fatiguing your troops, and is open to &r fewer objections 
than that of again scattering your forces, as you propose. 

I conclude that Montbrun has arrived, and that you have at 
length collected together your army. 

The capture of Valencia has considerably strengthened the 
army of the South, and you must think the English mad if yon 
imagine that they are capable of marching upon Badajoz while 
you are at Salamanca, that is to say, of allowing you to reach 
Lisbon before they do. They will go south. If you should un> 
advisedly despatch two or three divisions towards the Tagus, the 
English will be re-assured, for it will tell them that you intend to 
attempt nothing against them. 

I repeat, therefore, that the Emperor desires you not to quit 
Salamanca, to re-occupy the Asturias, to rest your army on Sala- 
manca, and to threaten the English from thence. 



[ 744.] Napoleon to Clarki^ 

Parte, Feb. 17, 1812. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — Order the intendants, prefects, and 
sub-prefects whom I have appointed for Catalonia to start before 
next Sunday for their destination. Give notice of their arrival 
to the generals in command of those provinces. These function- 
aries must have no absurd pretensions; their duty is to bring 
the administration of the provinces into order, and to assist the 
governors instead of thwarting them. 
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[ 746.] Napoleon to Berthier. 

Paris, Feb. IS, 1812. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to Baron Dudon that he does wrong when 
he interferes with the operations of war ; that I was sorry to see 
bis reports on the subject ; that it is no business of his ; that all 
be had to do was to send the Spanish newspapers to General 
Dorsenne, without observations of his own.; that he has too little 
experience of the profession of arms either to blame or to praise 
the generals. 

[746.] Orders of Napoleon. 

Feb. 80, 181S. 

The chief of the staff will write to the Duke of Ragusa that 
I read his letter of the 6th of February; that I lament his 
haying sent Bonnet^s division to the army of the North ; that 
this division is the only one which could have occupied the 
Asturias with advantage, because the troops are acquainted 
with the country and with the inhabitants; that it would 
have been better to send nothing to the army of the North, and 
to order G-eneral Bonnet^s division back to the Asturias ; that T 
require, be it where it may, that it return thither ; that, even as 
respects the north. Bonnet's division is better in the Asturias 
than at Burgos ; that the army of Portugal is unsupported ; that 
communication between * . . . . and Irun cannot be kept up if 
the Asturias are not held ; that the Asturias must be occupied 
when the army has reached as far as Salamanca, and the lines of 
posts and of Reynosa when it has reached as far as Yalladolid or 
Burgos; but that to allow the peasants to be masters of the 
mountains which communicate with the sea is the greatest misfor- 
tune which can happen to us in Spain ; that the population of 
Gallicia will flow into the provinces occupied by the army ; that 
this theory has been proved by experience ; that when the Duke 
of Istria evacuated the Asturias, the whole country was in com- 
motion; that more than 6000 men are required to hold the 
mountains ; that whether they are placed in the Asturias or in 
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Santander does not ngnify, except that from Santander they will , 
not ooTor the kingdom of Leon, nor occupy that proyince, whioii 
IB the most important to the insurgents. 

Tell him that I pat Bonnet's division at his di^nwal for this 
purpose ; that he is to order it to proceed towards the AsturiaSi 
taking the route which Gkneral Bonnet thinks the best ; that I 
disapprove of his armies being scattered, and see nothing but 
indecision in his conduct. How can he expect at YaUadolid to 
be informed in time of the enemy's movements ? It would be 
impossible in any state of things, but especially if the country 
be in a state of rebellion. How, from Yalladolid, can he foresee 
what the enemy will do ? Say that you can do nothing but 
blame him ; that, in the Emperor's opinion, the only operation 
honourable to his arms is to occupy Salamanca, to have advanced 
posts of light troops exchanging shots on the frontiers of Portu- 
gal and with Ciudad Bodrigo, and to have his army collected 
around him, so that it can be united in four or five marches ; 
that until the army of the Centre is able to place troops at Al- 
maraz, till the army of Portugal occupies Salamanca, and the 
Duke of Dalmatia's movement upon Merida and Badajoz produces 
some effect upon the enemy, he may occupy Almaraz with a light 
division, which may rejoin him at Talavera ; that, when he has 
occupied Salamanca, and placed his outposts, as I have ordered, 
in that direction, and this military blister has had its effect on 
the enemy, he may ordeir the division which he left upon ihe 
Tagus to rejoin him, and the army of the Centre may send troops ^ 
to hold the valley ; that he attends too much to things which do 
not concern him, and not enough to his own business ; that his 
duty was to defend Almeida and Ciudad Bodrigo, and that he 
allowed them both to be taken ; that he has to keep down and to 
govern the North, and yet be gives up the Asturias, that is to 
say, the only means by which the North can be kept in subjec- 
tion and managed ; that )ie gives himself trouble because Lord 
Wellington sends one or two divisions towards Badajoz, although 
Badajoz is extremely strong, and the Puke of Dalmatia's anuy 
amounts to 80,000 men, imd can be reinforced by Marshal 
3iicbet ; when, in short, if Losd Wdlington were to inarch upon 
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BadajoB, there would be a certain, prompt^ and deoisiye method 
of recalling him, by advancing upon Ciudad Bodrigo and Al- 
meida. 

That his army is composed of eight divisions, one of which 
should remain in the Asturias, and be employed 9nly in marching 
upon GaUicia ; that, if even he were beaten by the English, he 
should not allow this division to abandon the Astnrias, but make 
it retire into the mountains on the right ; that in a few days 
there will be fighting at Mondragona, unless the mountains are 
occupied ; that in case of the evacuation of Salamanca or Y alla- 
dolid the division of the Astorias should move towards the 
mountains, as otherwise Burgos would not be tenable, nor even 
Yittoria ; that, I repeat again, he has to oppose not only the 
English army but the whole of Gallicia ; that these 6000 men 
would advance by the defiles into Gallicia and hold the province; 
that 6000 men in the Asturias stand in lieu of 18,000 at Astorga 
or on the coast ; that after the fall of Yalencia the rebels, as their 
communications were cut off, were in despair ; that the arrival 
of bands at Potu and Oviedo and the re-establisbment of their 
communication with the coast* restored their courage : and that 
all this was caused by the want of reflection and of local know- 
ledge. 

To sum up— one of his eight divisions should be placed in the 
Asturias and not suffered to move from thence ; the remaining 
seven should be collected round Salamanca. He will thus have 
an army of 50,000 French and 100 pieces of cannon, which, in 
a country with which they are acquainted, protected by field- 
works, sure of their provisions, and supported by Salamanca, 
would not be beaten by 80,000. But add that he must take 
care not to make an intrenched camp round Salamanca ; that the 
English would conclude that he had taken up the defensive and 
would no longer fear him, and that whq.t is wanted at Salamanca 
is merely a fortress. 

* In the ori^^nal " avec la oour,** which must he qQrrapt : probahly the 
word U " cAte."— Tr. 
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[747.] Nafoueoh to Bebthhss. 

Parte, Feb. 22. 1812. 

The chief of the staff will write to the Duke of Ragasa that 
he has mistaken my intentions with regard to Valencia ; that I 
ordered 12,000 men to be sent to Valencia, including the troops 
belonging to the army of the Centre ; that I expected their route 
to lie through Cuen^a, where there were already 4000 men ; that 
the King would have contributed 8000 more, and that therefore 
only between 3000 and 4000 men should have been sent by the 
army of Portugal to Cuen^a ; that his complaints are unfounded, 
that it would have been madness in the King to have proceeded 
from Guen^a to Albacete; that this manoeurre would haye 
allowed the enemy, who was at Requena, to march on Madrid , 
that it was plain that this manoeuvre could not have been effected 
without an immense force, as it required an extensiye line of 
operations ; and that it would have been of no assistance towards 
subduing Valencia, since it would have been useless if Marshal 
Suchet had been fbiled in breaking through the Spanish lines; 
that the art of war consists in keeping one*s forces undiyided ; 
that the march from CueuQa to Requena, so as to be in communi- 
cation with the left of Marshal Suchet before he attacked Va- 
lencia, would have been an operation according to the rules of 
war ; that detaching 3000 men under General Darmagnac would 
not have weakened the army of Portugal in the least ; that the 
English would not have found it out ; that this operation might 
haye been effected by sending troops from the army of the Centre 
to Cuenga, and replacing them by troops from the army of Por- 
tugal ; that the road by Cuenga is no doubt ill-suited for artillery, 
but that none was wanted against the rebels, and that at any rate 
Marshal Suchet had some ; that the Duke of Ragusa's fault can- 
not be justified, as he was in front of the enemy, and evidently 
exposed the whole of the north of Spain ; that, if a grand military 
operation had been intended, the Duke of Dalmatia would have 
been chosen for the purpose ; and that the chance of the English 
advancing upon Madrid or Salamanca would haye been provided 
against 
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[748.] Nafoleoic to Bebihieb. 

Parte, Feb. 29, 1812. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Reille that I have ordered 
(general Decaen to join him in investing Urgel and occupying the 
valleys of Puycerda. Tell him of the incursions of the rebels 
into our territory, and that it is necessary to obtain possession of 
TJrgel in order to put an end to these insults. Send him word that 
for thb purpose he must direct a strong column either upon Berga 
or upon Urgel ; that he must harass the enemy, and finally act ip 
concert with General Decaen. 



[ 749.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Paris, M^reh 8, 1812. 

My Cousin, — Repeat the order to General Reille to advance 
apon Berga and the French part of Cerdagna, in order to drive 
out the rebels. It is but too true that they obtain their pro- 
visions from France, and that they are cantoned at Puycerda, 
and do not stir from thence. Order him again to send onp 
Italian division to Navarre ; he will leave the other in Aragoii 
and will keep with him the French division. 



L750.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Paris, March 11, 1812. 

My Cousin, — Despatch the Duke of Ragusa's aide-de-camp 
to-day. Tell the Duke that you showed me his last letter ; that 
uniting his forces at Salamanca is not sufficient for the objeot 
which he has to accomplish ; that he must throw a bridge across 
the Agueda, and construct a t^te-de-pont there, so that, if the 
enemy leaves less than five divisions on the right bank of the 
Tagus, he may be able to advance upon the river Coa and Al- 
meida, and lay waste all the north of Portugal ; that the rainy 
season must come to an end ; that if Badajoz should be taken by 
no more than two English divisions, while the Duke of Ragusa 
keeps the other five engaged on the right bank, he will not be 
answerable for its capture, which will be entirely laid to the 
oharge of the army of the South ; that if, on the other hand, the 

Vol. n.— 10 



enemy leftYes only two, or even three or four diyiBOiifl on the 
right bank, the army of Portugal will be in &alt, unless it 
marches on the enemy's main body, invests Almeida, lays the 
north of Portugal waste, and sends out detachments as £ur as the 
Mondego. That, in short, the duty of the army of Portugal 
reduces itself to this : to hold in check six or at least five diyi- 
sions of the British army ; take up the offensive in the north, or, 
if the enemy should begin the attack, or if any other circumstance 
should render it necessary, in order to raise the siege of Badajoz, 
to send across the Tagus by Almaraz as many divisions as Lord 
Wellington has despatched. 

When yon have finished this letter, yon will deore the aide- 
de-camp to come to the Elys^e at 8 o'clock ; l^have something to 
say to him. 

[751.] Nafoueon to Clabbx. 

Paris, HmcbHlSia. ^ 

Monsieur le Due de Feltre, — ^I have seen General Plauzcmne 
to-day, and I return to you General Decaen's despatches to ac- 
quaint him in a few words with General Plauzonne's mission. 

He is ordered to proceed to Girona and to return within eight 
or ten days, bringing me a detailed plan qf operations and admin- 
istration for Catalonia. Tell General Decaen especially that I 
give him carte blanche as to the military manceuvres, which, as 
they are directed against rebels without artillery or line of opera- 
tions, can be conducted only by the conmiander-in-chief on the 
spot. Desire him, however, to keep an eye continually on my 
frontiers and to observe them with particular care. Wlienever 
more than 8000 of the enemy approach the frontier he should 
attack their rear and drive t^em into France. Let him know 
that I wish General Quesnel to occupy Puycerda, in order to 
begin the organisation of that department ; that I suppose that 
he must enter it with 5000 men; but that, when once he is estab- 
lished there, 1500 good French troops, formed into two or three 
battalions, will be sufficient, as he will be immediately joined by 
General Gareau from Mont Loids, who will bring witJi him 1200 
men, at present under his orders, as well as the provisional 
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regiment which has been taken from Bayonne, oonsisting of 1500 
men, with the Berg battalion 700 strong, which might be com- 
pleted bj the addition of 4000 National Ouards. These forces 
and the 1500 good troops, contributed by General Decaen, would 
form a column of 5000 men, enough to keep Puycerda. (xeneral 
Travot should send thither a company of artillery : this division 
should live in the yalley or perhaps be fed from France ; it should 
construct works or a fort in the pass between Puycerda and Ur- 
ge!, place in it artillery from Mont Louis, which with a little 
labour would protect it from the rebels, who have no camion. 
Gtoeral Trayot would furnish 200 cavalry from the provisional 
regiments which (General Avyce is forming. Thus at the sacrifice 
of only two or three battalions, the army of Catalonia would gain 
thd important advantage of an active force of 6000 men, who 
would protect our frontiers and threaten Urgel. 

Say to General Decaen that this operation ought not to be 
performed till General Travot is able to furnish the 4000 men, 
aor until the other movements of the army render it advisable 
in General Decaen's opinion; that this column mi^t even be 
increased progressively, as the country behind it^ is brought into 
order ; that I wish the four departments of Catalonia to be placed 
under the orders of General Decaen; that Upper Catalonia 
may be under the command of General Lamarque, who may 
have at his disposal two columns, each consisting of 4000 men ; 
that a reserve of 3000 men may be attached to General Decaen, 
who thus would have 11,000 men under him; that 1500 should 
be placed at Puycerda ; there would therefore be from 6000 to 
7000 inactive remaining in the garrisons to support General 
Lamarque, if he should require them; that General Maurice 
Matiiieu should also have two brigades, consisting each of 4000 
or 5000 men, in Lower Catalonia, between Lerida and Barcelona, 
and between Barcelona and Tarragona, and, besides these, 6000 
men garrisoning Barcelona, Lerida, and Tarragona ; that a good 
commandant must be placed in Barcelona ; that General Decaen 
would have in hand five divisions in the field, consisting of from 
20,000 to 24,000 men; that he should combine his movements so 
as to be constantly pressing on the rebels; that he should 
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correspond every week with BarcelooA ; and that General Maorioe 
Mathieu should correspond every week with Lerida and Tarn* 
£ona. 

Say that, as a part of this plan, it would perhaps be advisable 
to have an intrenched position at Monblanc, and another betwe^i 
Tarragona and Barcelona ; that when General Decaen wishes to 
proceed in person to Lower Catalonia he should take with him 
his own 4000 men, and be escorted half way by a portion of 
General Lamarque's troops, which he should immediately send 
back to protect Upper Catalonia ; that he would find in Lower 
Catalonia 12,000 men in the field, to whom he would add his own 
8000 ; that with this force of 15,000 he should pursue the rebels 
in whatever direction they take, even towards the Ebro, Tortosa, 
or the frontiers of Aragon ; that small garrisons are su£Eicient 
when the communications are occupied by divisions in the field, 
who hold the country in check, and prevent the enemy from col- 
lecting in numbers. 

Say that, in order to carry out this plan, which, if weU 
executed, ought to subdue Catalonia, from 33,000 to 34,000 men 
are requisite ; that there are already 30,000 under General De- 
caen, including those, in Barcelona, Lerida, and Tarragona; that 
I will withdraw 6000 men from General Reille to add to this 
army ; that in this manner both Puycerda and Upper Catalonia 
would be wefli defended. 

The general commanding in chief should hear every week 
from the different divisions of his army, and with his charac- 
teristic activity should march sometimes on Upper, and at other 
times on Lower Catalonia, become master of the province, raise 
his own reputation, and beat the insurgents until the country 
becomes quiet. Moveable columns and small garrisons are better 
than large garrisons and stationary armies ; the towns are safer 
and the cantonments are better protected; besides that this 
aggressive attitude would be productive of events which would 
secure the tranquillity of the province. The harvests of the 
plains of Yich, Urgel, and others in Catalonia, may be gathered 
in to supply the army, and the enemy's magazines seized. 

This state of thing? being established at the end of March} 
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Gkneral Qnesnel (who would have had time enough to make 
freqnent reconnaissances on Urgel, and to prepare his siege-train 
at Mont Louis) might in the course of the month of April at 
length take this last refuge of the insurgents. General Decaen, 
in arranging his marches, would take care to advance upon 
Cardana, Berga, and eyerj other post where the rebels have 
formed magazines, and perhaps the time is not far distant when, 
after a few successful rencounters, he may fix his head-quarters 
at Barcelona, which is the centre of public opinion and of the 
administration of the province, and, by assembling the notables 
and the other usual means, gain influence, and reorganise Cata- 
lonia, which the existence of two separate commands renders 
difficult at present. 

Summary of the arrangements relating to Catalonia commu- 
nicated by the Emperor to General Plauzonne : — 

Catalonia is no longer to be divided between two commanders- 
in-chief. General Reille's division is to pass imder the orders 
of General Deoaen, who will have at his disposal about 8000 
men between Barcelona and Lerida, exclusive of the garrisons 
of those towns. General Mathieu will command this division in 
the field, having under his orders the governor of Barcelona, who 
is to bo proposed to his Majesty by General Decaen. Thus, while 
General Lamarque will manoeuvre with his division in Upper, and 
General Mathieu in Lower Catalonia, Gheneral Decaen will repair 
in turn to the point from which he wishes to act, reducing or in- 
creasing one or the other corps, according to circumstances and 
to the scheme of his operations. The principal aim of General 
Decaen ought to be the protection of the frontier of France, 
without losing sight of the objects for which he proposed to 
occupy the coast. His Majesty does not insist upon forming a 
corps of 5000 men in Cordagna if the frontier can be otherwise 
protected. The corps may consist of only 3000 men, if 3000 be 
enough. In short, the integrity of the territory of France ought 
to be the chief care and the great object of the movements of 
General Decaen : the arrangement of their detail will belong to 
him ; and for this purpose his Majesty places in him entire con- 
fidence. He will propose, on the above principles, the measures 
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which he thinks expedient He will propose a chief of ihe staff 
in place of (General Planzonne. He will propose as goyemor (^ 
Barcelona an energetic officer, capable of commanding, nnder the 
orders of Oeneral Mathieu. Oeneral Gamier, the present oomr 
mandant of Barcelona, will be recalled. From these arrange- 
ments it follows that the garrison of Barcelona will continue to 
receiye its supplies by the old line of communication. 



[752.1 Nafoueon to Bebthdsb. 

Parte, March IK, 18ia 

M J Oousin, — Oiye strict orders to Oeneral Dorsenne to despatdi 
the three marching regiments belonging to the army of Portogal 
to their destination. This order must not be delayed ; these three 
regiments must join their corps. 

Order him to send some officers to hasten the march of Pal- 
ombini's division. The marching regiments of infantry belong- 
ing to the army of the south, forming one column, with the march- 
ing regiments of cavalry, will proceed to Madrid, and from thence 
to Seville, to reinforce their regiments. All the marching Fo- 
ments of the army of Portugal are to repair thither, be broken up, 
and the cadres to rejoin their depots. 

The army of the north will be composed in the following man- 
mer : of Caffarelli's division, Palombini's division, the division of 
the guard, the 2nd and 3rd regiments of voltigeurs and tirulleura, 
the 2nd and 3rd of the Vistula, and a division formed of the 40th 
and 34th of the line, and the remainder of the 34th light troops, of 
the 113th of the line, and the Swiss detachments. 

Repeat the order that all troops belonging to the Parisian 
guard are to return to France without delay. 

Let Oeneral Dorsenne know that marching regiments are to 
be sent to St Sebastian, Y ittoria, and Bayonne ; but that it is es- 
sential that, when troops are leaving Spain, the Spaniards should 
at the same time see others entering. 

Order all troops belonging to the army of Valencia to leave 
the army of the north and repair to their own corps. All these 
orders must be executed immediately. 
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[753).] Nafoleon to Bebthdeb. 

Parte, ICarob le, 1819. 

My Cousm, — Order General Dorseime to keep at Vittoria 
tihe 40tli, as well as the d4th of the line. Into the 40th, he will 
incorporate the 250 men of the inarching battalion which are in- 
tended for the army of the south, and into the 34th the 63 men 
in the same battalion which are intended for the army of Portu- 
gal He will incorporate into the Polish regunent the 73 men of 
the 6th battalion of the marching regiment belonging to the army 
of the south. Tell him to form into a single column and send ofE 
to Madrid the seven marching battalions of the army of the south; 
he will also send off the 386 men of the 1st marching regiment of 
li^t cavalry to that army, and the 145 men of the li^t cavalry 
and dragoons belonging to the armies of the south and of the 
centre. He will order the 200 men of the 7th Polish light horse 
who are at Haro, to return to Bayonne. These measures will 
deprive his army of seven marching battalions, but instead of them 
he will have six battalions of good troops of the 4th and 34th of 
the line, and he will lose a weak cavalry which is of little use. 
He must therefore despatch these troops immediately, by way of 
Aranda, if he thinks proper. 

The Belle-Isle battalion must be broken up and incorporated 
into the 130th. Order all the troops which are at Bayonne or 
in the valley of the Baatan belonging to the 40th and the 34th to 
join their regiments at Vittoria. Announce to the Duke of 
Dalmatia the arrival of this reinforcement of 6000 infantry and 
500 cavalry, and repeat to the King of Spain the order to send 
to the south all the detachments of infantry and cavalry which 
belong to the army of the south. Reiterate the order to 
Balombini's division to proceed to Navarre, to be at General 
Dorsenne's disposal, and to form part of the army of the north. 
Let me know what there is at Bayonne or elsewhere belonging to 
the 34th and 113th of the line, as well as what they have at 
Ciudad Bodrigo, that I may see how many battaliojis can be 
organised. 

If you do not possess the requisite information, obtain it from 
Gkneral Dorsenne ; make him draw up a report. Bepeat to the 



224 JOSEPH OOIOCAHDBB-Bf -OHIKF. Cmat, XVIIX 

Poke of Albufera the order that, if the English advanoe on Ba- 
dajos, he is not to remain idle with an army of 20,000 men ; he 
should send a detachment to occupy Murcia and enable the 
Duke of Dalmatia to assemble a large force to disengage his 
right; he ought even, if necessary, to send a strong division 
towards Madrid, to relieye the troops at Almarag. 



[ 754.] Napoleon lo Bebthikb. 

Parts, Mareh 1«, 1812. 

My Cousin, — Send an extraordinary express this evening 
to inform the King of Spain that I intrust to him the command 
of all my armies in Spain, and that Marshal Jourdan will per- 
form the duties of chief of the staff. You will send this order 
at the same time to Marshal Jourdan. Inform the King that 
I shall let him know my wishes on political matters through my 
ambassador. 

You will write to Marshal Suchet and to the Ihikes of Dal- 
matia and of Bagusa that I have bestowed the command of aU 
my armies in Spain upon the King ; that I have appointed Mar- 
shal Jourdan to be chief of the staff; and that they are to obey all 
the King^s orders, so as to prevent discordant action. 

You will also write separately to the Puke of Ragusa that 
the necessity of obtaining concurrent action in the armies of the 
south, of Valencia, and of Portugal, has determined me to give 
the command of these armies to the King of Spain, by whose 
orders he is to regulate his movements. 

In the course of to-morrow you will write to the King more 
in detail ; but it is necessary to despatch this evening an express 
to Bayonne. You will desire General rHuillier to send an officer 
by post to take your letter to the King. 

[ 755.] Napoleon to Berthier. 

Pftris, March 80, 1S12. 

My Cousin, — ^I beg you to send me a return of what there is 
belonging to the 34th and 40th regiments in the seven marching 
battalions belonging to the army of the south, and in the reserve 
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at Bayonne, and of the troops belonging to the 20ih dragoooa and 
10th hoflsars which are in the different marching companies. 

Bepeat the order to General Dorsenne to complete the 34th 
and 40th by calling in all the detachments in the different 
Biarching regiments, and to fill up in the same manner the 10th 
hussars and 20th dragoons, and hasten the arriral of Palombini's 
division in Navarre ; and to take advantage of this union of forces 
to march on Mendixabal, clear the mountain, and carry Pot^s. 

Write to General Dorsenne that the presence of General Caf« 
fiirelli is enough to keep down Navarre, and that he ought to 
proceed in person to Yittoria, to check the disturbance in 
Santanden 

Beiterate the order for the three Polish regiments to con^ 
tinue their route. Ask again for a return of the 113th and 
84th. 

Despatch an officer to carry these orders to General Dorsenne. 

[756.^ Nafolbon to Berthier. 

Paris, April 8, 1812. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to Marshal Suchet that I think it neces- 
sary that General Beille should proceed to Aragon, to take the 
command of that important province. 

I wish General Beille to leave under the orders of General 
Maurice Mathieu 6,000 men, that is to say, one French and one 
Italian brigade, and at least 300 horses. He is to take with him 
to Aragon a French and an Italian brigade. General Beille 
should also leave in Catalonia all that belong to the corps in gar- 
rison at Tarragona, Lerida, and Barcelona. The whole of Cata- 
lonia, except Tortosa and Mequinenza, will be under the com- 
mand of General Decaen, for the sake of concurrent action. 
General Beille, when placed at Saragossa, will be able to prevent 
the spread of mischief in Aragon, and he may pursue the banditti 
in concert with Generals Maurice Mathieu and Caffarelli. 

Tell the Duke of Bagusa that his aide-de-camp will inform 
him that I leave him carte blanche ; that, seeing the importance 
of combined operations, I have given to the King of Spain the 
command of the armies of Portugal, of the South, and of Valencia, 



ia order thai they maj be all directed towards one and the sama 
end; .that oecnpying the Astorias is the greatest possible eoo* 
nomj of troopS) as otherwise the rebels will advance upon SU 
Sebastian and the rear^ and will require six times as many iroo^ 
to put them down as wonld suffice to occupy the Astorias. 

Write in cipher to the King of Spun that I have intrusted 
him with the political and military direction of all the a£Eairs in 
Spain ; that the army of Portugal, consisting of eight diviaona 
of infimtry, is ordered to keep one division in the Asturias^ and 
is forced by the present state of things to place two divisions in 
the North) to hold Oallicia and the north of Portugal ; that there 
will remain therefore only five, or at most six divisions av^dl* 
able to succour Badajos ; but that in this case he may dispose of 
the division of his guard and of the division of dragoons, which, 
joined to the Duke of Dalmatians forces, will be enough to baffle 
the attempts of the English ; that perhaps the Duke of Albufera 
might threaten Alicante and occupy Murcia ; that, if the Duke 
of Ragusa has marched* on Almeida, which is not yet protected 
against a surprise, and has sent out detachments in every direc- 
tion, I think it improbable that Lord Wellington would risk 
seeing the French enter Lisbon in seven or eight marches ; but 
if, on the other hand, the Duke of Bagusa has remained at Sala* 
manca without making preparations for the war in the Agueda, 
and has allowed General Wellington to take up the initiative, or 
if, either for want of provisions, or on account of some other local 
difficulty, he should be obliged to follow the enemy's lead, he 
may, as soon as the siege of Badajoz is begun,* collect together 
five or six divisions of the army of Portugal, the available troops 
of the army of the Oentre, which, joined to the army of the 
South, will bring his numbers to double those of the English, for 
at most they have not more than from 25,000 to 30,000 men, and, 
counting the Portuguese, 50,000» 

Either we must take the initiative by providing for the de* 
fenpe of Salamanca, constructing a tHe-dcpont on the Agueda, 

* At the date of this letter the siege of Badiyoz wai nearly termiiiated. 
The place was taken on the 6th of April, 1812.<^T& 
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ke^piiig ap the war in the north of Portugal and pursuing the 
eoemjj which is taking th(B initiative, or, if this is not done, we 
most follow the enemy's lead, and go wherever he goes. In this 
ease, several divisions of the army of Portugal most nndoabtedlj 
proceed towards the Tagos, leaving at Salamanca sofioient 
forces to fortify tiiat important post and to hold tiie north. It 
appears that the English have 1500 men in Garthagena, as many 
in Alicante, 3000 or 4000 at Oadis, and 80,000 in Portugal, and 
besides these from 20,000 to 25,000 Portnguese disciplined and 
vnder arm& 



[ 757.] Bbbtbebb ro Mabxdht. 

April 16^ Ifil 

M. le Mar^chal, — ^I have laid before the Emperor your letters 
of the 22nd and 25th of MarcL * In my despatches of the 18th 
and 20th of February I prescribed to you the measures necessary 
for taking the initiative, and giving the war a character suited to 
the glory of the French arms, by getting rid of the irresolution 
and change of plans which at present belong to it, and which fore* 
tell a conquered army ; but instead of studying and trying to act 
up to the spirit of these instructions, you have chosen to misun- 
derstand the letter of my orders, and to act in absolute contradic*. 
tion to their spirit These instructions were carefully reasoned 
out, and their motives developed, as the orders of a Qovemment 
ought to be ; they were given at 300 leagues of distance, and six 
weeks of time ; they supposed you to be in front of the enemy, and 
they enjoined you to hold him in check, and to oblige the greater 
part of his army to remain in the north by fixing your head-quar- 
ters at Salamanca, and exchanging shots perpetually with Oiudad 
Bodrigo and Almeida. In these instructions you were told, ^* If, 
nnder these circumstances, the enemy remains before you with less 
than five divisions, march towards him, keep him in view. As 
his hospitals and magazines are between Lisbon and the Goa, he 
will not be able to empty them so rapidly as to prevent your com* 

* These letters do not i^pew. — Ta. 
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ing up with him." I added that, in these circnmstanceB, it was 
abBurd to think tiiat the Engliah General would abandon the 
whole of the north to attaok a place which threatened . ^ ^ . . .* 

Yon are recommended to second the King, and, for the 8ak» 
of yonr attachment to hb person and the glory of his arms, to 
do all that is in your power to prerent 40,000 English from 
spoiling all the affairs in Spain, which will infallibly be the case 
if the generals of the different corps are not animated by the 
desire of glory, and by the patriotism which alone can overcome 
obstacles, and prevent the sacrifice of the public good to personal 
ambition and private passions. 

When His Majesty returns from Poland he will proceed to 
Spain : he hopes that yonr conduct will in future deserve not- 
ing but praise, and that you will acquire fresh claims to his 
esteem. 



[ 758*] ^BTHIKB TO JOSBFEL 

Farta, Aprfl 16, 1812, 

Sire, — I had the honour of acquainting your Majesty with 
the letter which I wrote to the Duke of Ragusa on the 18th 
of February last. As the dispositions contained in it were mis- 
understood by the Marshal, I sent to him on the 12th March, 
by his aide-de-camp, Colonel Jardet, the annexed letter,t which 
reached him on the 25th. Acknowledging the receipt of this 
despatch, in a letter dated the 27th, the Duke of Eagusa informs 
me that on the 1st of April he will be, with three of tis divi- 
sions, before Ciudad Rodrigo • but from the same letter it appears 
that he proposed to direct upon Placencia General Foy's division, 
which was at Almaraz. The Emperor trusts that better informa- 
tion as to the English position prevented his committing this error. 
In another letter, dated the 30th, the Duke of Ragusa says that 
he has received the letter by which I announced to him that your 
Majesty had the command of the armies in Spain ; I have na 
doubt but that he has hastened to take your orders. I send to 
you, Sire, my answer to his letter of the 27th of MarcL Just 

• Dkg^ble.— Ed. f See this letter p. 1 80.— Ta. 
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BOW, when the Engli^ have assembled their forces to lay siege to 
Badajos, the movements and the direction of the annies of the 
Centre, of the South, and of Portugal are so important, that the 
fimperor is persuaded that your Majesty bestows serious attention 
«pon them, and that you have taken Marshal Jourdan and Gen- 
eral Daultanne into your councils. 

Reinforcements are on their way to Spain, and oonvoys of 
money are despatched regularly every month. The Duke of 
Albufera sends word that nearly half of the contribution imposed 
on Valencia has been paid* 

The French troops in Spain are very numerous, and your 
Majesty is empowered to direct them. Tou have doubtless given 
the requisite orders to the Duke of Ragnsa's army, that it may 
hold the English in check, and act in concert with the army of the 
south. 

The Emperor expects your Majesty to act with vigour, and 
to enforce obedience. 



[759.] Bbrthibb to Suchst. 

Paris, April U, ISli. 

M. le Mar4chal,-«In the present state of affairs the Emperor 
may at any time set off to join the Grand Army. Before re- 
moving further from Spain, His Majesty thinks fit to place under 
the same oommand Upper and Lower Catalonia, Aragon, and the 
kingdom of Valencia, and this command the Emperor bestows 
upon you. The army of Catalonia^ which is under General 
Decaen's orders, is at your disposal. You will therefore, M. le 
Duo, immediately furnish all the places in Upper and Lower 
Catalonia with provisions, and pay particular attention to Barce- 
lona. Tou are to employ all the forces under your orders for 
the general good of the country which you command, including in 
your plans the garrison of Barcelona and the troops under 
General Decaen. 

The Emperor desires that from the day On which you receive 
this letter you oorrespond with the Minister of War instead of 
with me: you will continue nevertheless to correspond with 
the King, who is commander-in-chief of all the armies in Spain. 
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Ton are to make no eiiange in Qaieral Beeaen's ecMnmand, 
except that he is under yon, as your command will in f utore ex* 
tend over Upper and Lower Oatalonia, Aragon, and Yalenoia. 

Ton are aware of the importance of aupplying the places in 
Oatalonia with sofficient provisione, and of keeping the oonntiy 

qniet. 

I will inform Gkneral Decaen and General Manrice Mathien 
that ihej are nnder yonr orders. Oeneral Beille and the troops 
under his command continue to form part of yonr army. 

I will send a copy of your cipher to the Minister of War* 



[760.] Napolbon lo Glabkb. 

6tCknid,AprU28k]6UL 

M. le Duo de Feltre, — ^I see no change to he made in the 
army of Oatalonia. General Decaen may take the title of Got* 
emor of Oatalonia. You must make him understand that the 
superior command of Marshal Suchet is not to prevent his oor^ 
responding with you and doing whatever is necessary. My 
motive for this measure was that aU the troops in that part of the 
country might, in case of an emergency, he united for the same 
object 

[ 761.] . Napoleon ix> Clabks. 

Dresden, Hay S8, 18& 

M. le Duo de Feltre,— I return to you the Spanish oorres* 
pondence. Write to the Duke of Ragasa that he is to take his 
orders from the King; that I suppose that he conducted his 
retreat according to the rules of war, not retiring before Lord 
Wellington's light cavalry, but obliging him to bring up his forces 
in large bodies ; that he has preserved his tStes-de-pont upon the 
Agueda, which alone will enable him to obtain every day news 
of the enemy, and to hold him in check ; that if,~ on tiie other 
hand, he has placed 30 leagues between himself and the enemy, 
as he has done twice Before, against all military principles, he peis 
mits the English general to proceed whithersoever he pleases, he 
perpetually loses the initiative, and is no longer of any weight 
in the affiiirs of Spain. 



Thtkt Biscay and the north are in a. dangerous position in oon* 
sequence of General Bonnet's division having evacuated the 
Astnrias, which have not yet been re-oocnpied ; that the north 
18 exposed to disasters ; that Santona and St Sebastian are in 
danger; that the free communication of the gueriUas with 
Chdlicia and the Asturias by sea renders them formidable ; that 
unless the Asturias are speedily re^oocupied, his position cancot 
improve* 

Desire General Oaffarelli to keep his troops more together and 
to have always a column in hand. 

Write to General I'Huillier to keep an eye on St. Sebastian^ 
and always to hold 3000 men ready to send thither, if it should 
require assistance* 

In order to guard against the ill*concerted movements and the 
unfortunate direction given to our affairs by the Duke of Ragusa, 
it is necessary to have generally many troops at Bayonne. 
Hasten the march of the 3rd, of the 105th) and of the 5th pro- 
visional demi-brigade to Bayonne, and keep two brigadier-gen* 
wab there; that there may always be sufficient forces at the 
disposal of- General PHuillier to enable him to act according to 
eircumstanceSi 

Collect 1000 cavalry from the dep6ts of the armies of Spain, 
form them into a marching regiment, and send them to Bayonne. 

Write to General I'Huillier to keep his troops in the valley 
of the Bastan, at Bayonne, at St. Jean de Luz, and at Irun; to 
feed them well, hut them, drill and exercise them. If the Duke 
of Ragns^ continues to commit blunders, this reserve will pre- 
vent their becoming irremediable. 

■ 

[762.] Mariiont to JosKPtt. 

AreTftlo, July 26, 1812.* 

I have the honour of giving an account to your Majesty of 
the events which took place before my arrival on the Douro, and 
of the motives which led me thither. Having increased my 

* This letter of Maimont's is inserted in coofleqnence partly of its in- 
triune interest, and partly to render intelligible Napoleon's criticisms on it la 
tfaA next letter. — Tm^ 
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artilleiy and oavalrj, and joined by General Bonnet's division, I 
Bet about to resume the offensiye. On the 17th of this month, 
after having) in order to deceive the enemy, manoeuvred for four 
or five days to my ri^t in the direction of Toro, I crossed the 
bridge of Tordesillas and arrived without difficulty upon the 
table-land of Rueda : the same night the army halted at Nava 
del Rey. On the 18th, having surprised the advanced guard of 
the enemy at Tordesillas, I pressed it with vigour, and forced it 
to make a retreat of more than three leagues with much precipi- 
tation and great danger, and constantly under the fire of my 
artillery. That day I reached the banks of the Zuarena, where 
the enemy took up a position. The strength of that position 
having prevented me from attacking, I manoeuvred to effect the 
passage of the river, which took place on the 20th. The enemy, 
who had followed me in my movement, sought to gain possession 
of the table-lands, on which depended the security of my opera- 
tion, but he failed, and we manoeuvred under a constant cannon- 
ade from each other's artillery. This sort of operation is the only 
one which is good against the English, who have a peculiar talent 
for taking up positions, and whom therefore it is advisable to 
thwart by preventing them as much as possible (before entering 
into action) from establishing themselves as they wish to do. On 
the 20th l^e enemy moved to the strong position of St. CristobaL 
On the 21st I effected the passage of the Torm^, after having 
taken possession of the bridge of Alba ; the army placed itself 
between Alba de Torm^s and Salamanca, at the entrance of the 
woods. On the night of the 21st the English army passed the 
Tonnes, and placed itself in position opposite to me at a distance 
of three-quarters of a league. 

I made a reconnaissance at daybreak, and I passed the morn- 
ing in making my dispositions, first with a view of preparing a 
good defence, and secondly with that of attacking, if circum- 
stances should appear favourable^ Everything promised welL 
I thought it necessary to occupy a table-land which completed 
our system of defence, and, at the same time, would be very 
useful in case we should act upon the offensive, on which I had 
almost determined. I caused it to be occupied by the 5th division 
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and the reseire of the horse-artillery, with strict orders to confine 
themselves to taking possession of the table-land. As it was pos- 
sible that the enemy, when he saw that we were masters of it, 
would attack it before I had time to collect all my forces, I 
directed two divisions to draw near as a support. General Man- 
cune broke and drove off the English detachment which occupied 
the heights. 

Up to that time we had had nothing but success, and everything 
promised that it would be complete. I thought it necessary to 
bring up frosh troops to act with vigour in support of General 
Maucune, and to crush the enemy, who was assembling his forces. 
I immediately collected together all the troops at my disposal, 
and I was proceeding to lead them and to take the immediate 
command of this part of the battle, when, by a cruel accident, 
at the moment when my presence was most required, a round of 
grape-shot threw me over, shattering my right arm, and inflicting 
two severe wounds in my side, thus rendering me incapable of 
taking any part in the command. The anarchy consequent upon 
this accident and on the wound of General Bonnet, my next in 
command as the senior general of division, who was struck a few 
instants afterwards, prevented the execution of my orders; so 
that General Maucune, notwithstanding the brilliant success which 
he had obtained, was forced by superior numbers to retire. The 
troops which came to his assistance, performing prodigies of val- 
our, but acting without concert, were also forced to retreat. At 
length, Sire, the army, having maintained the combat for three 
hours, quitted the field of battle. 

General Clausel, who is in command, has judged it necessary 
to recross the Torm^s, and will take a position on the right bank 
of the Lesma and the Douro. 

The condition in which I am, obliges me to offer to your 
Majesty a very brief report. • As soon as I can, I shall have the 
honour of entering into fuller details upon this event, which illus- 
trates but too forcibly the caprices of fortune and the dissipation 
of the most flattering hopes by sad realities. The army has to 
regret the loss of a considerable number of officers of every rank. 
The Generals Ferez-Thomi^re and Desgravier have fidlen ; Gen- 
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enl has reoeired a ball throogh iJie ihigli; Qenenl 

Menne is wounded, as ia also Oeneral Olaoaeli bat alightlj. We 
estimate our loss at nearly 6000 men : that of the English must 
be much greater. I can hardly describe the mischief which was 
done to them by our artillery. 



[768.] Napolsoit to Clabsb. 

GhiMt, Bept 2, 1812.* 

Monsieur le Dae de Feltre, — ^I have receiyed the Duke of 
Ragasa's report on the battle of the 22nd. It is impossible to 
read anything with less meaning ; it is faller of intricacies and 
wheelworks than a dock, and it contains not one word of informa- 
tion as to the real state of things. 

Here is the view which I take of the affair and of the condact 
to be held by yoa : — 

You will wait till the Dnke of Bagasa has arrived, till his 
wounds are cured and his recovery is nearly complete. You 
will then ask him for a categorical answer to the following 
questions : — 

Why did he offer battle without the orders of his commander- 
in-chief? 

Placed, as he was, by the general dispositions of the army, at 
Salamanca, it was natural that he should defend himself if at- 
tacked ; but since he had evacuated Salamanca, and left it several 
marches behind him, why did he not inform his commander-in- 
chief? Why did he not ask for orders as to his conduct, depend- 
ent as that ought to have been on the general system of my 
armies of Spain? 

His insubordination has caused all these disasters. And even 
supposing that he was not obliged to put himself into communica- 

* Ghiast, or Gjatz, is a town about 95 miles from Moscow and aboat 90 
from Borodino. Napoleon remained there from the Ist to the 4th of Septem- 
ber preparing for the battle of Borodino. This letter, calm, conuderate, fan, 
and precise, written at a moment of such anxiety, and almost on the eve of so 
tremendous a straggle, is a strikmg example of Napoleon's moral andintellMt- 
nal strength.-rTB. 
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iioa with Iiig commAnder-in-ohief and to obey his orders, what 
eonld have induced him to abandon his defensive position on the 
Bonro, when, without overstraining his imagination, he might 
liave supposed it possible that he might be reinforced bj the ar- 
rival of the division of dragoons, of 30 pieces of cannon, and by 
more than 15,000 French troops whom the King had in hand ? 

How oonld he exchange his defensive for an offensive position, 
without waiting for the junction and assistance of a corps consist- 
ing of from 15,000 to 17,000 men ? 

The King had ordered the army of the North to despatch its 
cavalry to his assistance ; they were on their way ; the Duke of 
Bagusa must have been aware of it, as the cavalry arrived on the 
evening after the battle. 

There are several marches between Salamanca «id Burgos; 
why did he not make a delay of two days in order to obtain this 
reinforcement of cavalry, which was of so much consequence to 
him? 

You must demand an explanati(m of the reasons which induced 
the Duke of Bagusa to offer battle without the orders of his 
commander-in-chief, and without waiting for the reinforcements 
which the King, as commander-in-chief of my armies of Spain, 
might have collected from the armies of the Centre, of Valencia, 
and of Andalusia ? 

The army of the Centre alone furnished 15,000 men and 2500 
horse, which might have arrived at the very time when the Duke 
of Bagusa was occasioning the defeat of the French army ; in- 
deed, from his two armies the King might have brought to him 
40,000 men. 

Again,- when the Duke of Bagusa knew that 1500 horse were 
on their way to him from Burgos, why did he not await their 
arrival? 

Putting these two circumstances together — ^his taking up the 
offensive without the orders of his commander-in-chief, and his 
not postponing the battle for two days in order to receive the 
15,000 in&ntry which the King was bringing to him, and the 
1500 cavalry which were coming to him from the army of the 
North— one is inclined* to think that the Duke of Bagusa was 
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afraid of the King's sharing in his success, and that he sacrificed 
to personal yanity the glory of hb country and the good of my 
service. 

Order the generals of divisions to send returns of theb losses. 
It is intolerahle that fiJse accounts should be sent and the truth 
disguised. 

Order General Clausel, who is in command of the army, to 
send a return of the troops before as well as after the battle. 

Ask the generals of the different corps also for precise re- 
turns. 

At a fitting moment you will let the Duke of Ragusa know 
how much I am offended by his inexplicable conduct in not wait- 
ing two days for succours from the armies of the Centre and of 
the North. 

I am anxiously expecting the arrival of the King's aide-de- 
camp, that I may obtain some real information ; what the ELing 
has written is of little value. 



[ 764.3 Napoleon to Clabkk. 

GhlMt, Sept S, 1819L 

M. le Due de Feltre, — ^I think it advisable to put the Duke 
of Ragusa's justification into the ^ Moniteur.' You must also 
insert the staff officer's report, describing the subsequent state of 
things, and an article, with the date of the day on which the King 
with his troops reached Olmedo, and that on which the cavalry 
from the army of the north arrived. 

Ask General Olausel also to send you a detailed report, to be 
inserted in the ' Moniteur,' with some passages softened. The 
public will thus understand what has happened, and will see that 
the check which the Duke of Ragusa has sustained does not pre- 
vent our affairs in Spain from being prosperous, as our armies are 
excellent, and our losses are about equal to those of the enemy. 
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[ 765.] Napoleon to Claskb. 

Moeoow, Sept 12, 1812 • 

M. le Due de Feltre, — ^I think General Reille the man best 
itted to oonunand the army of PortogaL If nothing has occurred 
to the contrary, I think that yon will do well to give him that 
command* 



[766.] Napoleon to Clabke. 

Moscow, Oct 19, 1812.t 

M. le Due de Feltre, — An aide-de-camp from the King of 
Spain has brought letters to me dated the first week in September. 
You are aware that at this distance I can do nothing for the 
armies of Spain. 

Let the King of Spain and the Duke of Dalmatia know how 
little help they are to expect, and how necessary their present 
situation makes it that they should unite, and diminish as much as 
is in their power the disasters caused by a pernicious system; that 
it was very absurd in the King to allow 400 men to be taken at 
Q-uadarrama, and 1800 at the Retiro ; these men were of use 
against the town and the guerillas, but were incapable of making 
a defence against any other enemy ; that it is grievous that the 
Duke of Ragusa permitted garrisons to be taken at Salamanca, 
Toro, Zamora, &c. Such events are calamities. 

Write to the King that I desire that such things may not re- 
cur; that Lerida, Tarragona, and the other fortresses in' Catalonia 
must be blown up ; that if we are to lose this frontier, it must not 
be left in a state in which it would be difficult to take it again. I 
have given this order repeatedly. 

Let the cohort of La Rochelle and the other cohorts in the 
interior advance towards the frontier to defend it. 

They should not pass beyond the frontier, but remain there to 
prevent invasion. 

* This date is erroneous. The advanced guard of the French army did 
not enter Moscow until the 14th of September. — ^Tr. 

t If the date of this letter be correct, it most have been written as Napo- 
leon was in the act of quitting Moscow. He marched out before daybreak on 
the 19th of October.— Tb. 
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[ 767.] Napoubchi to Cukaxx. 

Bienltza, Doe. 6, 1812.* 

M. \e Duo de Feltre, — ^I haye read with interest the journal 
of the siege of the oastle of Burgos ; I think that it ought to be 
pat into the ^ Moniteor.' 

Let me have a draft of a decree for rewarding Gkneral Dnbre- 
ton and the officers and soldiers who distingoished themselTCS in 
that defence. 



[ 768.] Napolbqit xo Glabkb. 

Parta, Dee. U, 1819L 

M. le Dac de Feltre, — ^I wish jour relations with the army of 
Spain to remain unaltered. You will insert in the ' Moniteur ^ 
whatever you think proper. 

* On the night of the 5th of December Napoleon left the Grand Aimj, 
having preTioualj dictated the 29th bulletin. He reached Paris on the 
18th ^Tb. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

This chapter embraces the first six months of the year 1813. 
Napoleon passed a small part of that year in France. He left 
Paris on the 15th of April ; he returned on the 9th of Norember. 
Baring his absence he appears to have paid little attention to the 
affairs of Spain, and when he returned he found his armies driven 
across the frontier of France, and Joseph quietly established as a 
country gentleman at Mortefontaine. 

I have translated an interesting letter from Desprez, Joseph's 
aide-de-camp, describing his interview with Napoleon a few hours 
before the commencement of the retreat from Moscow, and the 
retreat itself np to Wilna. 

I have also translated four letters from Clarke to Joseph, the 
only ones which seem to have been dictated by Napoleon. 

Others appear to have been written. In a letter dated the 
11th of July, Joseph alludes to orders of Napoleon's dated the 
8th, and to a letter dated the 9th, and he afterwards refers to 
one of the 16th. 

None of these documents are inserted by M. du Casse, nor is 
their absence explained. 



[769.] Desprez to Joseph. 

Paris, Jan. 8^ 18ia 

Sire, — ^I have already had the honour of announcing to your 
Majesty my arrival in Paris ; but as the express was my means 
of communication, I was forced to use the utmost discretion 
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The Queen having adviBed me to write to yon in detail, and 
o£fered to send my letter by the first courier whom she despatches, 
I take the opportunity of giving an account to your Majesty of 
the result of my mission, and of some of the events which I hare 
witnessed. 

I arrived at Moscow on the evening of the 18th of October. 
The Emperor had just heard that the advanced guard, under the 
command of the King of Naples, had been attacked, and forced 
to retreat with only part of their artillery. The withdrawal of 
tiie troops was already decided upon, and they had begun to put 
themselves in motion. My arrival was announced to his Majesty, 
who returned at first an answer which was but little favourable. 
However, in the middle of the night I was called. I delivered 
to the Emperor the despatches with which your Majesty had 
intrusted me, and, without opening them, he questioned me as to 
the contents ; he then made upon the campaign some of the re- 
flections which your Majesty anticipated. 

He said that your march to assist the army of Portugal was 
commenced too late; that it might have been made a month 
sooner; that he himself had dictated the course to be adopted 
under such circumstances when, in 1808, he had left Madrid with- 
out hesitation to march upon the English who had advanced aa 
far as Yalladolid. I replied that your Majesty set off a few 
hours after the arrival of Palombini's division, that yon were 
obliged to wait for this division in order to carry to the army of 
Portugal such a reinforcement as to put success beyond a doubt^ 
that you thought it less necessary to hasten the movement as 
Marshal Marmont had frequently written to say that he considered 
himself too weak to engage the English without assistance ; that 
he had the power of choosing his own time; that he was not 
beaten in his position on the Douro, but on a field of battle, on 
which his presence was uncalled for. The Emperor then ob- 
served that, on hearing of the loss of the battle of Salamanca, 
your Majesty should have proceeded towards the Douro to join 
yourself to the army of Portugal. I reminded him of your 
march from the Guadarrama on Segovia, $ind of the critical 
position in which you were left by the Duke of Bagusa, who hini- 
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self had proposed this manoeuvre.* The Emperor said that he 
was well aware of all the reproaches which might be addressed to 
Marshal Marmont on this subject. He added that, having effected 
a retreat upon Madrid, the army of the centre ought to have held 
the defiles of the Guadarrama for a longer time; that thej 
crossed the Tagus too soon ; that, at any rate, when this retreat 
was resolved on, the garrison should have been withdrawn from 
the Retire, all the gun-carriages broken up, the eagles carried off, 
and the clothing burnt ; that he never had considered this post 
as fit for more than to keep down the people of Madrid ; that, as 
the enemy was master of the field, it should have been abandoned 
to him ; and that of all the faults of the campaign this was the 
one which he least understood. I auswered these remarks in the 
manner agreed upon with your Majesty.f The Emperor then 
proceeded to the Duke of Dalmatians letter ; he told me that it 
had already reached him through another channel, but that he 
had attached no importance to it; that Marshal Soult was in 
error ; that he could not attend to such trifles while he was at 
the head of 500,000 men and engaged in enormous undertakings 
— ^these were his expressions ; that, however, the Duke of Dal- 
matia's suspicions did not much surprise him ; ^ that they are 
riiared by many generals belonging to the army of Spain, who 
think that your Majesty prefers Spain to France ; that he was 
convinced that you had a French heart, but that those who judged 

* Joseph had adyanced to within two marches of Salamanca when he heard 
of Marmont's defeat^ and retreated across the Goadazrama pass towards Mad- 
rid. Letters from General Clansel induced him to sospend his retreat, to cross 
again the Onadarrama, and march to Segovia, where he hoped to join Clansel* 
He waited for Clansel fonr days, and, finding that he was marching on Borgos, 
retnmed himsdf to Madrid, remained there from the 2nd to the lOth of Angngt, 
and then retired to Valencia. — ^Tb. 

t What this answer was does not appear, nor is it easy to coi^jectnre it. The 
reader will prohahly agree with Napoleon, that Joseph's conduct in this matter 
was inex^icahle. — Ts. 

X Soult had written to Napoleon to express his sospicions that Joseph was 

betraying the French cause, in the hope of pleasing the Spaniards, getting rid 

of the French, and retaining his throne through the allies. Joseph had 

ouived that Soult should he reoaUed and poniahed. — ^Tb. 

Vol II.— 11 
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you bj your public speediea might think otherwise. He added 
that Marshal Soult's was the only military head in Spun; that 
he oonld not withdraw him without endangering the army ; that, 
on the other hand, he was perfectly easy as to Marshal Soolt's 
intentions, as he had just leamt £rom the English newspapers that 
the Marshal was evacuating Andalusia, and joining the armies of 
the centre and of Aragon ; that this junction will make them 
strong enough to take up the offensiTe; that he had no orders to 
send; that it was impossible to give orders from such a distance ; 
that he did not disguise from himself the extent of the eyil ; and 
that he more than ever regretted that your Majesty had not fol- 
lowed his advice not to return to Spain,* 

He added that it was useless for me to return ; that I should 
stay with the army, where employment would be given to me. 
I entreated then to be sent back to your Majesty in a manner 
which seepied to make some impression on the Emperor ; and he 
ended by telling me that I should be sent back, but that it was 
impossible just at present; that, as I was in want of rest, I 
should remain at Moscow ; and that, since I was an engineer, I 
should be charged with the direction of the works and defence 
of the Kremlin, under the command of the Duke of Treviso. I 
received, in consequence, an order written by the Prince of Neuf- 
chS,tel. When, after the complete evacuation of Moscow, Mar- 
shal Mortier^s corps rejoined the army, I asked and obtained 
permission to remain attached to it till I was sent back. I feared 
that, if I stayed at head-quarters, new duties, which might pre- 
vent my return, would bo assigned to me, and that perhaps they 
would avoid sending to your Majesty an eye-witness of the events 
which were taking place, and I remained with Marshal Mortier, 
waiting for an opportunity of returning. Having reached Wilna 
a short time after the Emperor left it, I obtained the Duke of 
Bassano's permission to proceed to Paris and wait there for or- 
ders. In a former letter I had the honour of announcing to your 

* It is difficult to suppose that this advice was not actually given, when we 
find it thus referred to hy Napoleon. But there is no trace of it in the Corres- 
pondence, and Joseph's Supposed refusal to follow it is inconsistent with his oon- 
stant and earnest entreaties to be allowed to quit his Spanish throne, — Ta. 
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^ Majesty that the state of my health forced me to postpone my 

• return to Spain. 

'^ The army, when I quitted it, was in the most horrible misery. 

■^ For a long while previously the disorder and losses had been 

"■'^ frightfiil; Uie artillery and cavalry had ceased to exist. The 

■^- different regiments were all mixed together ; the soldiers marched 

'^ pell-mell, and sought only how to prolong meohanically their ex- 

- istence. Although the enemy was on all sides of us, thousands 
of men strayed every day into the neighbouring villages, and 
fell into the hands of the Cossacks. Nevertheless, large as is the 
number of prisoners, that of the dead exceeds it. It is impos- 
sible to describe the famine ; during more than a month there 

'^ were no rations ; dead horses were the only resource, and even 
the marshals were frequently in want of bread. The severity 

^ of the climate rendered hunger more fatal ; every night we left 
at the bivouac several hundred corpses. I think that I may, 

^' without exaggeration, estimate those who have been lost in this 
manner at 100,000-«-the truth is best expressed by saying that 
the army as dead. The young guard, which formed part of the 
corps to which I was attached, was 8000 strong when we left 
Moscow ; at Wilna it scarcely numbered 400, AH the other 
corps are reduced in the same proportion ; and as the flight did 
not end at the Niemen, I am persuaded that not 20,000 men 
reached the Vistula. It was believed in the army that a great 
many soldiers were on in front, who would rally when it was pos- 

I sible to suspend the retreat. I convinced myself of the con- 
^ trary ; at 5 leagues from head-quarters I met no more stragglers, 

' and I was then aware of the extent of the calamity. 

A single fact may give your Majesty an idea of the state of 
things. Since crossing the Niemen a corps of 800 Neapolitans, 
the only corps which has preserved any sort of order, formed the 
rear-guard of a French army the strength of which once amounted 
to 300,000 men. It is impossible to say how contagious was 
the disorder: the corps of the Pukes of Belluno and Reggio 
amounted together to 30,000 men when they crossed the Bere- 
^a; two days afterwards they had melted away like the rest of 
the army. tSending reinforcements only increased the losseSi and 
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at last we became aware that firesh troops mast not be allowed to 
oome in contact with a disorderly multitude which ooold no longer 
be called an army. The King of Nicies declared that, in dele- 
gating the command to him, the Emperor exacted the greatest 
possible proof of his devotion. Both the moral and physical 
strength of the Prince of NenfchAtel were completely exhausted. 
If your Majesty were now to ask me when the retreat is to aid, 
I can say only that it depends on the enemy. I do not think that 
Prussia will make much effort to defend her territory, M. de 
Narbonne, whom I saw at Berlin, and who was Ihe bearer of 
letters from the Emperor to the King of Prussia, told me that 
both the King and his prime mimster were &Tonrably disposed, 
but that he was aware that the feeling of the nation was different 
Already several brawls had taken place between the citiseas of 
Berlin and the soldiers of the French garrison; and when I 
passed through Prussia I had opportunities of convincing myself 
that no trust could be placed in our recent ally. 

It seems also that in the Austrian army the officers declaim 
openly against the war. 

Sad as this picture is, I believe it to be painted without exag- 
geration, and that my observations have been made with impar- 
tiality. My estimate of the extent of the evil is the same now 
as it was when I was nearer to the scene of action. 



[770.] Clarkk to Joseph. 

Parta^ Jaii.4,18ia 

Sire, — I have laid before his Imperial Majesty the lettei^ 
which your Majesty did me the honour of writing to me from 
Arevalo on the 80th of November, and from Madrid on the 4th 
of December. 

The Emperor assumes that the 29th bulletin* has informed 
your Majesty as to the affairs of the north, and 8ho?m that they 
require all our cares and all our efforts, and that Spanish ques- 
tions must be subordinate to them. In these circumstances the 

* The celebrated bnlletm, ftDnotmcixig the destrnctioii of the FreDob. anny 
fai Buana. — Ts. 
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Bmperor thinks that your Majesty should moTe with your head* 
quarters to YalLidoiid, and let Madrid be occupied only by one 
of the extremities of your line. The communication between 
your head-quarters and France will thus be shorter and safer, 
and the north will be better protected. When your Majesty is in 
this new position, the Emperor hopes that you will turn to ac- 
count the inactiyity of the English by pacifying Navarre, Biscay, 
and Sautander. The increase of the guerrillas in this direction 
has rendered Gaffiurelli unable to perform alji his duties. Forced 
as he is to escort conyoys, to protect communications, to guard 
our portion of the coast, and to collect contributions and subsist* 
enoe, he ought also to retake the posts seized by the enemy, and 
to drive them from Santander, Castro, Bermeo, and Bilbao. The 
support and the reinforcements which your Majesty can give will 
afford the means, and the tranquillity of the north of Spain will be 
the result. As to the various demands contained in your Ma- 
jesty's letter, I will answer them successively, and I trust that 
you will rely on my eagerness to comply with them. 

[771.] Clakkx to Joseph. 

Parte, Feb. IS, 18ia 

Sire, — ^I had the honour of writing three times to your Ma- 
jesty during January, to transmit the Emperor's wishes on the 
management of Spanish affairs, and, as my despatches were, at 
the least, triple, I trust that they reached their destination. I 
received to-day a duplicate of your Majesty's letter of the 8th 
February, the first not having arrived, which shows the con- 
tinuing difficulty of communication. The inconvenience becomes 
more sensible as the prompt execution of the Emperor's orders 
becomes more urgent. His Majesty is most anxious to know 
what has been done in Madrid in pursuance of his instructions; 
and his constant disappointment leads him to dread that the pre- 
cions period of two months, during which the English have been 
inactive, has been lost. He trusts that, at latest, the 29th bulle- 
tin has shown to your Majesty the necessity of opening and 
securing by every possible means your communication with 
France. This can be done only by throwing the forces in your 
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Majesty's hands on the line of comBiiinieation between Bajonne 
and Franoe, and by sending into Nayarre and Aragon titx^ 
soffioient to destroy the bands which ky waste those provinces. 

The army of Portugal, acting with that of the North, is 
sufficient for these purposes, and the armies of the Centre and 
the South can hold in check the EngUsh until circumstances 
change. The Emperor commands me to reiterate to your Ma- 
jesty that the use of Yalladolid, as a residence and as head- 
quarters, is an indispensable preliminary. From thence must be 
directed on the Burgos road, and on . the other fit points, the 
troops which are to reinforce or to second the army of the North. 
Madrid, and even Valencia, form parts of this system, only as 
posts to be held by your extreme left, not as places to be kept by 
a concentration of forces. Yalladolid and Salamanca are now 
the essential points between which the troops that are to be ready 
to take the o£fensive against the English, and to defeat their plans, 
are to be distributed. The Emperor hears that they are strength- 
ening themselves in Portugal, and appear to intend either to ffliter 
Spain or to send from Lisbon an expedition of 25,000 men, 
English and Spanish, to invade the French coast while v^** are 
fighting in the north. To prevent this we must always be r* udy 
to move forward, and to threaten a march on Lisbon, or the con- 
quest of Portugal. At the same time the communication with 
France must be easy and safe, which, as I have already stated to 
your Majesty, can be effected only by employing the time while 
the English are inactive, to pacify Biscay and Navarre. 

As the Emperor's anxiety respecting the affairs of Spain has 
led me to reproduce his wishes on several occasions, and in 
different forms, I now recapitulate the most important suggestions 
which I have had the honour of making to your Majesty. 

To occupy Yalladolid and Salamanca, to use the utmost ex* 
ertion to pacify Navarre and Aragon, to keep the communicatit>n 
with France rapid and safe, to be always ready to take the offej> 
sive— these are the Emperor's instructions for the campaign, and 
the principles on which all its operations ought to be founded. 
I need not add that, if the French armies in Spain are inactive, 
and allow the English to invade our coasts, the tranquillity of 
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"FnsDoe will be endangered, and the ruin of oar oanae in Spain 
inevitable. 



[772.] Clabkx to Jcnseph. 

Paris, Feb. 26, 1813. 

Sire, — ^After I had written to your Majesty on the 12th of 
Febmary, in reply to your letter of the 8th of January, I re- 
oeived a farther letter from your Majesty of the same date. The 
latter part of it is a copy of the letter which I have answered. 
The earlier part is a statement of the wants of the army of Spain 
and of your Majesty. 

I have laid both letters before the Emperor. His Majesly 
commands me to send to you by Gfeneral Lucolle a copy of my 
last letter, and to repeat his wishes respecting the conduct of the 
war. 

I trust that General Lacolle will find the head-quarters at 
Yalladolid, and troops sent to pacify Navarre and Aragon. 
Madrid will be held by a moveable corps, and the Emperor 
wishes Salamanca and Leon to be so held. His Majesty thinks 
that all the ho^itals ought to be in Yalladolid, Burgos, Yittoria, 
Tolosa, and Pampeluna. He also wishes a siege-train to be pre- 
pared at Burgos, to threaten Ciudad Bodrigo, and make the En- 
glish fear the inyasion of Portugal^ This measure will check 
them, and must be immediately adopted. 

His Majesty commands me also to say that it is important to 
lay heavy contributions on Madrid and Toledo, and to exact their 
fall payment. Circumstances require this manner of providing 
for the army and for your Majesty's icnmediate wants. 

His Majesty also requests your Majesty to make dispositions 
for receiving twice a week a courier from Bayonne. The inter- 
ruption of our oommunieations is always mischievous, sometimes 
alarming, and may become fatal. It is necessary that it be seri- 
ously attended to, and made not only safe but expeditious, by 
making the couriers, escorted by infiantry, travel between Bay- 
onne and Yalladolid at least a league per hour without inter- 
ruption. 

Such are His Majesty's wishes, and I cannot insist too much 
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on their prompt execution. Your Majesty will perceive theur 
importance, and I trust that they will not meet with any of the 
obstacles of which you have had to complain. I hope that I 
•hall hear quickly that these instructions have been followed, and 
that a freer and more rapid communication will inform me more 
regularly as to all that oonoems your Majesty. 

. [778.3 Clabkb to Joskfs. 

Sire, — ^The Emperor, on returning to me your Majesty's de- 
patches of the Ist and 3rd of April, ordered me to answer them 
in such a manner as shall put an end to all uncerttuuty, and to 
the conflict of authorities of which your Majesty has long had to 
complain. The Emperor desires me to say that, haying given to 
your Majesty the chief command of his armies in Spain, he is sur- 
prised that complaints so often reach him of want of obedience 
on the part of the generals: the Emperor thinks that this is 
caused by the view which your Majesty takes of your position, 
which leads you to confuse the King of Spain with the conmumr 
der-in-chief of the French armies. The Emperor has no inten- 
tion that his armies should, under any circumstances, be under 
the orders of the Spanish ministers, in whom he has reasons for 
placing no confidence, and whom he believes to be indifferent to 
the welfare of his soldiers ; but whenever it pleases your Majesty 
to give any orders to the French generals, they will always be 
punctually executed, if, with regard to military operations, they 
are transmitted through Marshal Jourdan, and, respecting the 
commissariat, through Commissary-general Mathieu Favier. The 
Emperor will not allow O'Farill or any other minister to be 
employed by your Majesty in your relations with the French 
armies, the Emperor's fixed determination being that his troops 
shall never depend on Spanish administrations. To carry Qut 
this principle it is necessary for your Majesty to strike off from 
your general orders everything which puts the supplies of the 
French troops at the disposal of the Spanish agents. Commis- 
sary Mathieu Favier alone must be intrusted with transmitting 
orders relating to the commissariat. The Emperor cannot make 
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him intendant-ghUrai, but he is the commigsaTy-generaL All 
the other commisBariat officers belong only to the different ooips 
which are under the orders of your Majesty. There is nothing, 
therefore, to prevent arrangements being made for establishing 
according to your Majesty's desire, the magaadnes which your 
Majesty finds to be necessary at Burgos. The Emperor wishes 
this to be done at Santona, and wherever your Majesty thinks it 
advisable There ought to be no difficulty in attaining this ob- 
ject, and, the better to secure its execution, I am writing to 
General Olausel, and to all the other generals belonging to the 
army, acquainting them, in precise terms, with the Emperor's 
wishes. Notice will be given to all of them that your Majesty's 
orders for securing the communications and directing the move- 
ments of the armies will be transmitted to them through Marshal 
Jour dan, and those concerning the commissariat through Com- 
missariat-general Mathieu Favier, the Emperor's desire being 
that all orders transmitted through this channel be executed 
without delays or difficulties. 

But while giving these orders, the Emperor directs me to 
announce to your Majesty that, in the present state of France, 
you are to expect nothing from him, with the exception of the 
portion of pay which is provided for by the budget. This cir- 
cumstance must influence your Majesty's measures, and they 
must be in the spirit of the Imperial orders which I have already 
had the honour of transmitting to you. 

The Emperor desires me likewise to remind your Majesty 
that, in order to command an army properly, it is necessary to 
be incessantly employed on it, to provide for every emergency, 
and to be ever hunting for intelligence. 

The Emperor is sorry to see that this is not the conduct which 
has been pursued during the last four months. The troops have 
been kept inactive, while they might have been occupied in re- 
establishing order in Navarre and in the rear of the army. By 
this time all this might have been finished, and the troops now 
engaged in the north would long ago have become available 
against the English. It is essential that your Majesty should 
now obtain news every day from Bayonne, for which purpose the 

Voi. n.— 11* 
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oooriers should be required to trayel at the rate of a league an 
hour. The Emperor thinlos that this might be easily done by 
establishing a succession of posts, and that YaUadolid might then 
communicate with Bayonne in four days. The Emperor attaches 
great importance to this measure, and orders me particularly to 
recommend its execution to your Majesty. 



[774.] JOSKPH TO QlTEEM JuUS. 

TroTsnn, Jn&e 28, 181&* 

My dear Friend, — ^The day before yesterday the army was 
attacked in its position at Yittoria, before General Olausel could 
join it with the troops from the army of Portugal, and after it 
had been weakened by having to furnish escorts to two immense 
convoys. The battle was fierce, and lasted the whole day. The 
killed and wounded on each side were about equal, but the state 
of the roads occasioned us to lose all our baggage and artillery ; 
the teams only were saved. The force of the enemy doubled 
ours, as they had been joined by all the guerrillas of the pro* 
vince, and we had not the army of Portugal. 

If the Emperor has returned, tell him as soon as I have 
placed my army on the frontier, and united it to those of the 
North and of Aragon, I shall repair to Mortefontaine, as I told 
you, at the time, that I ought to have done after Salamanca. 
Let me have the Emperor^s answer. Whatever it be, I shall go 
home. I can do no good here. 

Tell Clary to transmit, through James and Brocq, lOO^OOO 
francs to my secretary, M. Presle. Among the killed were M. 
Thibaud defetiding my treasure, and poor Alphonse,! whom I 
loved, though I scolded him. 

Send me back the courier. I shall not stop at Paris, but at 
Mortefontaine, whether you are there or at a watering-place. 
Kisses to you and to the children. 

* I hare insei^ed this lettet, as it closes Joseph's ro^ career, fie left 
Spain five days after its date.— Te. 

f He was left on the field for dead, and taken prisoner. He aftertraiidA 
joined JoMph in iLniexiea.*>£D. 
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CHAPTEE XX. 

The letters contained in this chapter extend from the 29th of 
December, 1818, to the 9th of February, 1814. 

They relate to what may be called the first act of the great 
drama of 1814. 

In the beginning we find Napoleon preparing for his final 
etmggle, sadly but resolutely. He feels that all Europe is in 
arms against France, and still more against himself His illu- 
sions are go.ne. He rebukes Joseph for calling himself King of 
Spain. He is not without the hope that he shall repel the in- 
vaders, but he contemplates only two results as possible— his 
fluccess or his death. 

As the brothers, from the time of their reconciliation at the 
end of December until the 25th of January, when Napoleon 
took the command of his army at Ch&lons, both inhabited Paris, 
few letters passed between theuL After the 29th of January, 
when the battle of Brienne was fought, their xorrespondence 
became incessant^ particularly during the week which Napoleon 
spent at Troyes and at Nogent, watching Blucher, who was ad- 
vancing from the .north-east, and Schwartienberg, who was 
marching from the south-east, and ready to spring on the one 
who ifas the mOBt vulnerable or the most dangerous. Schwartz- 
enberg seemed to be the most exposed, and Napoleon was tempt- 
ed to select him for attack, especially as the Emperor Alexander 
was at his head-quarters. But Blucher was nearest to Paris; 
and the bold scheme of leaving Paris to defend itself while he 
attacked the invaders in their rear had not at this time Buggestod 
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itself to his during imaginatioiL The first blow, therefore, fell 
upon Bluoher, and the last of his letters oontained in this chap* 
ter was written while his horse was waiting to cany him to 
S^sannCi from whence he commenced the great manceiiTres and 
actions which drove hack the armj of Bilesia from Montmirail 
to GhAlons* 



[776.3 J08BPH 10 NAiounw. 

De&U.18ia 

Sire/-— the violation of the Swiss territory has laid France 
open to the enemy. 

In this state of affairs I am anzioas that your Majesty should 
be persuaded that my heart is wholly Fren(^ Becalled by cir^ 
cnmstances to France, I should be glad to be of some use, and I 
am ready to undertake anything which may prove to you my 
devotion. 

I am also aware, Sire, of what I owe to Spain ; I see my 
duties, and wish to fulfil all of them. If I make claims, it is 
only for the purpose of sacrificing them to the general good of 
mankind, esteeming myself happy if by such samfices I can pro' 
mote the peace of Ewope. 

I hope that your Majesty may think fit to commission one of 
your ministers to come to an understanding on this subject with 
the Duke of Santa F^, my nunister for foreign affairs. 

[770.3 NAPOXiBON TO Josefs* 

DM.18I& 

My Brother,— «I have received your letter of the 29th of 
December. It is far too clever for the state of my affairs. I 
will explain it in two words. France is invaded, all Europe is 
in arms aganst France, and above all against me. You are no 
longer King of Spain., I do not want Spain either to keep or to 
give away. I will have nothing more to do with that country 
except to live in peaoe with it, and have the use of my army. 
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Wliat will jon do ? Will yoa, as a French Prince, come to the 
sopport of mj throne? You possess my friendship and your 
apanage, and will be my subject as prince of the blood. In this 
ease yon most act as I have done,— announce the part which you 
are about to play, write to me in simple terms a letter which I 
can print, receive the authorities, and show yourself zealous for 
me and for the King of Rome, and friendly to the regency of 
the Empress. Are you unable to do this? Hare you not good 
sense enough for it? Then retire to the obscurity of some coun- 
try-house 40 leagues from Paris. You will live there quietly if 
I live; yon will be killed or arrested if I die. You will be use- 
less to me, to our family, to your daughters, and to France ; but 
you will do me no harm, and will not be in my way. Ohoose 
quickly the line which you will take. 



[777.3 JOBBFH VO NAlOLBOir. 

Mortelbntalfle, Jan. 1, 1814 

Sire,— -I beg your Majesty to accept my best wishes that the 
year which is commencing may be happy both for you and for 
your subjects. 

I hope that the year which has just finiriied has exhausted 
all your ill'fortune« Zenude, who came in just now, bringing 
some presents from the Empress, was nearly burnt close to the 
fire in my roc^ ; she was saved, and is quite welL This accident 
prevents my writing as well as usual,, as I can use only two 
fingers. I entreat your Majesty not to doubt my complete and 
afiectionate devotioiL 



[778.] Napoueon to Joskba 

Ptfis, Jan. 1, 1814 

My Brother,-— I thank you for your good wishes, and for the 
sentiments which you express on the occasion of the new year. 
I am also glad that my niece's accident has been followed by no 
bad e£Eeots« 
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[ 779.] NATocBcnr to Josbfh. 

FviflkJ«iLl0^1814 

My Brother,-*^! have inserted in the r^pilations of the palace 
that jou are in future to be announced under the title of King 
Joseph, and the Queen under the title of Queen Juliej with the 
honours due to the French princes of the blood. I send to you a 
pamphlet which I have just received from London, and which ift 
circulated by the British goyemment. I authorise you to take 
the uniform of the grenadiers of my guard, which is what I wear 
myself I do not think that you ou^t to use any foreign decora* 
tion ; you should wear only the French order. Forward to me' 
a list of the persons of whom you wish to compose your house- 
hold as well as that of the Queen, and tell me on what day you 
will receive the court and the authorities. 



[780.] KAPOLBOir TO JossFfi; 

firienne, Jan. 8I» 1814 

You write to me that General Omano has no money. The 
paymaster told me that the 12th million advanced to the guard 
from my treasury had been distributed since my departure in 
the following manner :-^00,000 francs to the cavalry, 250,000 
to the foot grenadiers, 250,000 to the foot chasseurs, 70^000 to 
the artillery, and 30^000 to the train. Baron de la Bouillerie) 
as he received the order for this distribution, ought to have 
executed it» If, by any chance, the order did not reach him, you 
will present this letter to La Bouillerie, who will pay the million 
in the manner above described. Propose to me the distribution 
of a 13th million ; but give notice to Ornano that he must look 
after his quartermasters : I suspect that they rob me. 

P.S. — The 13th million has just been distributed by General 
Drouot. 



( 
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£781.] Napoubon to Joseph. 

Brienne, Jan. 81, 1814, in the evening. 

The bulletin will have informed you of the events which 
have taken phice. The engagement at Brienne was very hot. I 
have lost 3000 men, and the enemy's loss amounts to between 
4000 and 5000.* I pursued him half-way to Bar-sur-Aube. I 
have repiured the bridges over the Aube which were burnt In 
another instant General Bliicher and the whole of his staff would 
have been taken. The nephew of the Chancellor of Harden- 
berg, who was close to them, was taken. They were on foot) 
and did not know that I was with the army. 

Since the battle of Brienne the allies have had great respect 
fbr our armies. They did not believe that we had any. I have 
reason to think, although I am not certain, that the Duke of 
Yicenza.has reached the Emperor's head-quarters at Chaumont. 
This affair of Brienne, the position of our armies, and the opinion 
which is entertained of them, may hasten the peace. It is ad' 
visable that the newspapers should describe Paris as determined 
to defend itself, and should announce large numbers of troops as 
arriving from every quarter. 

I have ordered a column of from 1000 to 1200 horses belong* 
ing to the guard) 2 pieces of cannon, 3 or 4 infantry waggons, 
and between 3000 and 4000 men of the young guard, altogether 
a column of from 4000 to 5000 men to leave Paris. To these 
should be joined a company of the baggage-train belonging to the 
goard, if there is one ready. This column is to proceed towards 
Nogent and Fismes, where it will wait for further orders. The 
Duke of Treviso had evacuated Troyes in order to advance upon 

^ The first and indeciaiTe battle of Brienne was fonght on the 29th of 
January. Napoleon, having failed in pieyenting the junction of Bliicher and 
Schwartsenberg, remained at Brienne until the Ist of Februaiy, when he was 
attacked hy a superior force of the allies under Blucher, and forced, after a 
battle which lasted from about one in the afternoon till midnight, to retreat 
towards Troyes, with the loss of between 4000 and 5000 hilled and wounded, 
8000 prisonen, and several guns. This second battle of Brienne is called by 
the Franoh historians the battle of La Rothi^ a village a few miles to the 
Mst of Brionne, in which Napoleon's advanced guard was posted.— >Tb. 
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Arouhsnr* Anbe ; bat I desired him to retorn to Troyea, and he 
arrived there this evening at seven o'clock. It is very important 
to reinforce .as soon as possible the division which is at Trojes. 



[782.] NAPOiiBOEr to Jc 

PliMj,* Feb. 2, 1814. 

It seems that the allies have fixed the 8rd of Febnuoy for 
opening the congress at Chatillon; that Lord Gastlereagh and 
half a doien other Englishmen will negotiate for England, M. de 
Stadion for Austria, M. de Humboldt for Prussia, and Basumow 
ski for Bussia. It appears that the allies feared lest the arrival 
of the Duke of Y icensa at their head-quarters might develop and 
mature the seeds of disunion already existing amongst them* 
They preferred to hold the oongress at a distance from their 
head-quarters. I shall be at Troyes to-morrow. 

[788«] KAFouKm to Joseph. 

Tteytf^t Feb. 8| 1814 

Hy Brother,—^! have received your letter of the Ist of Feb- 
ruary. I wish that you had sent to me a return of the troops 
which you had at parade on the 31st, infantry and cavalry, both 
the guards and the line. Before I give battle I wait to be rein* 
forced by the divisions from Spain, which I have ordered to pro- 
ceed towards Nogent-sur-Seine. 

[784.] Joseph to Kapolbon; 

Paris, FelK 8, 1814 

Sire,— I have received your letter of the 3rd. The march 
of Leval's division has been delayed; it is expected to-mor- 
row at Versailles. I inspected to-day 5000 infiBiitry and 1200 
horses belonging to the guard, and 600 horses from the depot 
at Yersailles. I have retained here only 1000 foot and 400 

* Piney 18 a Tillage half-way between Brienne and Tfoyes. Ni^oleoii 
dept there on the 2nd of February, on hb retreat to Troyes. — ^Tb. • 

t Napoleon remained three days at Troyes, and on the 7th oontinaed his 
Tetreat to NogentHrar-Seine. — ^Tb. 
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horse. The public mind was depressed to-day, and I had great 
trouble in keeping up the spirts of many people. I have seen 
the Empress twice, and when I left her last night she was more 
oomposed ; she had just received a letter from your Majesty in 
which you mention the congress. 

If your Majesty should meet with serious rererses, what form 
of goYcmment ought to be left here in order to prevent intriguers 
from putting themselves at the head of the first movement? J^ 
rdme asks me what should be his conduct in such a case ? Men 
are coming in, but we want money to clothe them. Count Daru 
can obtain only 10,000 fr. a day from the Treasury ; this delays 
terribly the departure of the troops. There are here two battal- 
ions of National Guards. 



[785.] Nafolbon 10 Josefh. 

Troyes, Felvfe, 1814 

My Brother, — ^I received your letter of the 5th of February 
at Troyes. The Duke of Eagusa has reached Nogent with his 
corps to hold the enemy in check. I have decided on reconnoi- 
tring his position this morning, to proceed thither with the army, 
and to quit Troyes. It seems to me that the only person to be left 
in Paris, should anything extraordinary take place, would be an 
Imperial commissioner. Think over the persons among whom I 
must choose; consult on the subject the Arch-Chancellor and 
the Ministers of Finance, of the Treasury, and of the Interior. 
I suppose that it would not do to leave any of the ministers (but 
I hope that nothing of the sort will take place). 

1,786.] • Napoleon to Josefh. 

My Brother,-*Tour courier has just arrived. I shall reacb 
Nogent early to-morrow; the Duke of Ragusa has been there 
since the 5tL I am in a position therefore to cover Paris. Let 
me know the exact route of all the troops and of the second di* 
vision from Spain, as well as the information which you possess 
as to the road to Chilons through £pemay, and that to Yitry 
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through Semme. The Minister of War nrast immediately send 
muskets and cartridges to Montereao, to La Fert^, and to Meaox, 
to arm the national guards. I am rerj much annoyed by iliese 
arrangements, for I wished to attack Bar-sur-Seine to-morrow, in 
order to beat the Emperor Alexander, who seems to have made 
false dispositions ; but I sacrifice ererything to the necessity of 
oovering Paris. Send officers along the two roads which I have 
just mentioned to you, that I may obtain precise information. 
Send the Duke of Yahny to Meaux ; he will correspond with me 
by way of S^sanne. The plan of placing Paris under King 
Louis, in any unforeseen event seems to me good. Ton remeia- 
ber all that I said to you about the Princesses. However, the 
course which I am about to pursue will prevent your coming to 
that. Take away from Fontainebleau all valuables, and above 
all everything which might serve as a trophy, without, however, 
^imlshing the chiteau too much ; it is useless to leave in it 
plate or anything that can be easily removed. I am .writing to 
La Bduitlerie to desire him to hold a million francs at your dis- 
posal, to hasten the clothing and equipment of the troops. 

[787.] Nafolbon to Joseph. 

Nogen<rBiir-8eiiie, Feb. 7, 1814 

My Brother, — From the return of the guard which I have 
before me,, of the 5th of this month, it seems that there are 700 
of the Old Guard in Paris; they may be divided into two 
battalions of great value to lead a column or form a reserve. 
From the same return it appears that there were already 5000 
voltigeujrs or tirailleurs. Of these 5000 General Omano sends 
off 1000 to-day ; there will remain therefore only 4000, but at 
least 6000 ought to arrive on the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th ; I 
reckon therefore on 10,000 men at the dep5ts of the guard in 
Paris on the 10th. There are in Paris 20 or 22 cadres of battal- 
ions ; this would produce 20 battalions, 500 men in each, which 
may be formed into two divisions, each of 5000 men. As the 
conscripts arrive, the battalions must be completedrto 800 men 
each. In the course of to-morrow it will be advisable to distri- 
bute the 6000 or 7000 conscripts in the depdts of the guard of 
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among the different cadres. It is better to have many 
companies of 60 men than a few companies of 120 men. I 
reckon therefore that to-morrow evening you will be able to pass 
in review two divisions forming four brigades, consisting of from 
22 to 24 battalions, forming 5000 or 6000 present under arms, 
which will be added to eveiy day. 

There are 1200 cavalry ; the artillery has 22 pieces of can- 
non ; clothing cannot long be wanting. There is in Paris a large 
provision of great-coats, cartoach-boxes, and shakos : . great-coats 
most be given to some, and coats to others, in order that these 
men may be of use immediately; and yon will distribute the 
1000 or 2000 men who will .arrive every day among the 24 bat- 
talions. 

Tou must order General Boyer to travel post to take com- 
mand of the 2nd division. General Charpentier will command 
another division. There are cadres at Lille and at Amiens *, if ' 
necessary, they can be sent by post to Paris. I am therefore 
inclined to hope that between the 10th and 12th you will have in 
Paris two fine battalions of the Old Guard, two squadrons of 
horse, and 22 pieces of artillery, altogether 22,200 men. Order 
these men to fire at a mark every day, that they may learn how 
to use their muskets. As for the line, I am absolutely ignorant 
as to what it can furnish you, but I assume that it can give you 
20 battalions of from 300 to 400 men. Tou must act on the 
same principle. As we are too much pressed to have time to 
teach them, two companies of 50 men each are better than one 
of 100. If the line can give you 20 battalions of 300 men 
each, this will be a reserve of 6000 men. You may distribute 
them in two divisions, and give them four batteries, served by 
sailors from Cherbourg or by the youths of the Ecde FcHytech- 
mqvs. Tou will thus have in hand by the 10th four divisions, 
60 guns, and 2000 cavalry, making an army of more than 30,000 
men. The national guards of Soissons and Meaux must amount 
to 6000 men. With them you would have five divisions and 
one division of cavalry; altogether 40,000 men, — ^which would 
be great. 

Gall in Generals HuUin and Gerard to consult as to what is 
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poflsible. Ab soon as I hear that thia roBerre has been fonned, I 
will name a marahal to command it. In my calcolaticma aa to 
conseripta I hope that the line may giye me aa many aa the goard, 
that ia, from 20 to 80 battalions of from 300 to 600 men. Great- 
coats, shakos^ &c., are to be fonnd at the war-oflice, and with oom- 
mon activity 8000 or 4000 great-coats may be made eyeiy day, 
and yon may give, as I have already remarked, a great-coat to one 
and a coat to another. Write to me on this subject in detail 
Nothing is done except under the master's eye. If you do not 
enter into all these details, you will have a crowd of men wasting 
their time in the dep6t8, who might defend the capital I shall 
order General Bourdesoulle to return to Paris to command all 
the cavalry which you can collect at Versailles. Let a copy of 
this despatch be sent to the Minister of War. I repeat that your 
battalions ought to be small, in order to make use of all the cadres. 
In this army my battalions are very small, and every day they do 
for me as^-Qiuch as the large battalions used to do. Forty men per 
company are quite enough. If they are conscripts that is twice 
too many. 

I reckon on receiving your answer to-morrow . evening, and 
that it will give me positive information as to your resources. 

[788.] Napolboit to Josbph. 

Nogent-sor Seine, Feb. T, 1811 

My Brother, — ^I wrote to you this morning respecting an army 
of reserve of from 30,000 to 40,000 men, which it might be pos- 
sible to form by exhausting all the depdts, and to have ready in 
Paris on the 10th. I think that 100 guns might be provided for 
this reserve. If horses are wanting, 2000 could easily be fur- 
nished, on demand, by Paris. If men are wanted to drive them, 
the public must send grooms with their horses. 

[ 789.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Nogent-siir-Seine, Feb. 7, 1814 

My Brother, — Tou tell me in your letter of the 5th that yoa 
have sent 600 cavalry to Meaux, but you do not tell me in what 
brigade or under what general these men are to be found. You 
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give me no details as to their composition ; yet it is necessary that 
I should know all this. General St. Germain has at Meaox 300 
horse ; I have desired him to reconnoitre La Fert^sons* Jouarre. 

[790.] Nafolbonto Joseph. 

Nogent-snr-Sdiio, Feb. 7, 1S14 

My Brother, — ^I received your two letters of this morning 
at one in the afternoon. I do not believe that the enemy has 
reached La Fert^-sous- Jouarre, nor do I think that he has reached 
Meauz ; these are &lse alarms. Marshal Macdonald wrote to me 
firom Ch&lons, on the 5th, that he covered the roads of £pemay, 
Hontmirail, and Sezanne. At this instant I am sending 2000 
men to occupy Suzanne ; I shall proceed thither to-night* with a 
sufhcient force to beat and drive off all that may intercept this 
line of communication. From thence I shall move rapidly to- 
wards Meauz. I think that by my manoeuvres I have forced the 
main army of the enemy to move from before Troyes to Bar-sur- 
Aube, and that I have gained two marches upon it. Leval's 
division has reached Provins. You must give me more precise 
military details : you have sent two battalions to Meauz, but you 
do not tell me which they are. I ought to know, in order to col- 
lect my troops. As you are sending a detachment of cavalry to 
me, tell me from what corps. I give you no orders for La Bouil- 
lerie,t as I do not think it necessary. At all events, he will be 

* Ni^leon did not in fact move on Suzanne until the afternoon of the 
9th.— Tb. 

t The treasure in the hands of M. de la BoniUerie was gradually accnmn- 
lated by Napoleon ont of the contributions which he imposed on conquered 
towns, and ont of the sale or the revenues of the domains belonging to the 
sorereigns whom he deposed or robbed. It was completely at his disposal, but 
was employed by him only for military purposes. Not much is known as to 
its extent, or as to the mode in which it finally disappeared ; but the general 
opinion is, that at the beginning of 1814 it amounted to about 150 millions of 
francs, and that about 110 millions of it were spent on the army before the ex- - 
pulsion of Napoleon. When that event happened about 40 millions of this 
treasure are supposed to have remained. It fell into the hands of the govern^ 
ment which succeeded him, but was never accounted for ; one or two of the 
great fortunes of the Restoration are suspected to have been created out of 
it.— Tr. 
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able in six hours to load all that he has in 15 carriages, and to 
draw it, with horses from my stables, in the first instance to Bam- 
bouillet. Bat I do not think that we haye come to that yet. I 
do not fear the enemy ; I am full of hope as to the result. 

Hold firmly the barriers of Paris. Place two guns at each 
barrier. Post there the national guards who have muskets or 
fbwlicg-pieces ; above all, take care that the Minister of War 
sends muskets to Montereau and to Meauz. I intend to leave a 
battalion of national guards at Soissons, and to send the others 
by post to Meauz. Send the Duke of Yalmy to Meaux to cor- 
respond with me, and to superintend all these details. As I shall 
depend on you for news, keep me well informed in every respect. 
Watch the three roads from £pemay to Meauz, from La Ferte- 
sous- Jouarre to Montmirail, and from Meaux to S6zanne. Be- 
sides the soldiers who ought to be placed there by the Minister 
of War, the police must have secret agents, for knowledge of the 
enemy's movements is one of the great elements of perfect suc- 
cess. 

There should be at each of the principal barriers 50 men 
armed with muskets, 100 armed with fowling-pieces, and 100 
armed with pikes ; altogether 250 men. Ton must form every 
day a reserve of from 400 to 500 men armed with muskets, twice 
as many armed with fbwling-pieces, and one-third armed with 
pikes, composing a reserve of 2000 men, to proceed whithersoever 
they may be wanted, with the mounted batteries of the guard and 
the Ecole Polytechnique, 

[ 791.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Nogent-sur-Seine, Feb. 7, 1814, 4 p.x. 

My Brother, — I have received news from the Duke of Taranto, 
dated the 6th, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. His rear-guard was still 
between fipernay and Chalons, about as far as Cherville, but he 
was unable to send any troops to occupy the road leading to Mont- 
mirail or that to Sezanne. In two hours the road to S(^zanne will 
be occupied, as the Duke of Ragusa started at noon to march 
upon that town. Thence we shall endeavour to advance . upon 
Montn^rafl, 4^ a courier takes only four hours between L^ 
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Fert^-sous- Jouane and Paris, you ought to have early informa- 
tion of what goes on towards MontmiraiL If there should hap- 
pen to be one battalion at La Fert^-sous- Jouarre and a few pieces 
of cannon to check the advance of the enemy's light troops, they 
will not reach Paris ; my manoQuvre will surround them. 



[ 792.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Kogent-Bor-Selne, Feb. 7, 1814, 5p.ii. 

My Brother, — Put into the ' Moniteur ' of tomorrow that on 
the 5th the Duke of Yicenza gave a dinner to Lord Castlereagh, 
the English Minister for Foreign Affairs ; to Lord Cathcart ; to 
Lord Aberdeen, Plenipotentiary for England at the Congress ; to 
Count Stadion, the Austrian Plenipotentiary ; to Count Kasu* 
mowski. Plenipotentiary for Eussia ; and to Baron Humboldt, 
Plenipotentiary for Prussia ; and that negotiations appear to be 
actively carried on. This article should be inserted under the 
head, not of Parisy but of Chdtillon-surSeine, 



[798.] NAFOiiEON TO Joseph. 

Nogent^nr-Seioe, Feb. 7, 1814, 7 F.IC. 

My Brother,—^! have received your letter of the 6th, but I 
think that it reached me after your letter of the 7th, which I have 
already answered. The state of things in Paris is not as bad as 
their fears have made it. I am surprised that the ministers of 
war and of police do not obtain three times every day news from 
the roads about which they are uneasy. People lose their heads, 
and in consequence do nothing useful. The Duke of Taranto was 
not at Epemay on the 4th, as he was at Ch&lons on the 5th. He 
was still only at a distance of one league from ChSlons at 3 o'clock 
in the afternoon of the 6th. As his couriers have passed through 
La Ferte, I scarcely think that any detachmeQt of the enemy has 
appeared before it. It seems, however, that the Duke of Taranto 
has not been able to protect the road to Montmirail : this is un- 
lucky. If it had been known, 300 men and some guns might 
have been sent to La Fert^-sous- Jouarre, so as to provide for 
every emergency. 
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I have written to you at length on the resources of Paria. I 
oonclade that there are arms enough for the troops, as the 
Minister of War has promised to provide 60,000. I have as jet 
no news of the Duke of Ragosa, but I shall fall fiercely upon the 
enemy in the direction of the Meanx and Ch&lons roads. The 
alarm will then, periups, spread towards Sens; but General 
Pajol is making preparations there. I think that a battery of 
artillery had better be sent to him. As soon as I have an 
answer to the general orders which I have given for the forma- 
tion of four divisions, I will point out the positions which they 
are to occupy on the different roads. The Empress thought of 
visiting St. Genevieve. I fear that thb would produce only a 
bad result. 

Without doubt this is a difficult moment, but since I left Paris 
I have met with nothing but success. The bad spirit of such 
men as Talleyrand, who endeavoured to paralyse the nation, 
prevented my having early recourse to arms, and this is the con* 
sequence. In our circumstances the qualities wanted are confi- 
dence and audacity. 

It is possible that parties of cavalry may actually threaten 
Soissons. The enemy has an immense cavalry, which he pours 
over France. A few towns, such as Ohftlons-snr-Sa6ne, have 
resisted ; Lyons has secured itself; but those who are at the head 
of the Government Save given a false direction to public opinion. 
I presume that the Mimster of War has given positive orders 
for the defence of Soissons. I cannot think why your letters re- 
quiring immediate attention are not sent to me by extraordinary 
expresses; they would arrive at least three hours before the 
couriers. It is, however, usefal to send from time to time intelli- 
gent and safe men as couriers, because I put questions to them, 
and you may likewise do so. When there is urgent business tell 
Lavalette to send your letters by extraordinary express. 

P.S.— Keep the Empress in spirits. She is dying of grie£ 
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|[79i,] Joseph TO Napolbow. . 

Paris, Feb. T, 1814. 

Sire, — Our afikirs are becoming more and more serious. 

I have asked the Minister of War to order General Maurice 
Mathicu to join me as chief of my staff. General HuUin is so 
much occupied with the fortification of Paris that important 
movements may escape his notice, and I require a general always 
hy my side. Maurice Mathieu will arrive with the first division. 
He will execute what is to be done under my eyes, and will give 
orders to General HuUin, who is full of willingness and zeal. 
Major Allant's relations with me continue unaltered ; he has much 
to do, and does it welL I consider myself lucky in having such 
a man ; but he himself, as well as the minister, has urged me to 
keep with me an experienced general. I have sent an officer to 
the Duke of Taranto to know what he is doing. I am assured 
that on the 4th he was at £pemay. I have ordered General 
Hullin to send a brigadier^general, with 1400 men, to La Fert^- 
sous-Jouarre, to correspond with Marshal Macdonald, watch all 
the roads, and report the enemy's movements. General Leval 
set off to-day, with 700 horses, from the dep6t of Versailles. Con- 
ficripts are flowing in at the rate of 2000 a day. Tour Majesty 
knows what it is that we unfortunately want. The national 
guard stands in the same need. It is this deficiency of arms, 
Sire, which alone ean give a chance to the enemy. As for men, 
your Majesty may have as many as can be required. I despatched 
yesterday a courier with a letter to your Majesty ; I beg you 
to send me the instructions which I have asked for on several 
important subjects. M. de la Bouillerie is pressing for a deci- 
sion.* 

The unhappy evacuation of Chalons by the Duke of Taranto 
struck Paris with consternation, which was a little relieved by 
the article in the * Moniteur ' on the negotiations and the pleni- 
potentiaries. Soissons is threatened. Detachments have pre- 
sented themselves near Montargis. At one o'clock the Minister 

* He wished to be aathorieed to remove firom Paris the tnasoxe, which it 
i«qiiired twenty-four hoian to padk.— Tb. 
You n.^12 
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of War sent me word that the enemy had appeared at Mmboq 
Bonge. La Fert^sonst Jouarre is threatened. The general in 
oommand of the camp at Meanx writes to me that the town is 
CBOwded with artillery and carriages on their way from Ghilons. 
He has with him only 300 men with arms, the remainder are 
without them. He entreats for cavalry. In this state of things, 
as I have no cavalry here, and can hope for none from Versailles 
under several days ; as I am ignorant if the detachment which 
has appeared before La Fert6 be formidable or not, and whether 
Mar^al Macdonald is or is not on that road, I have decided, 
though with great regret, on ordering the 600 or 700 horses 
which started this morning* to proceed to-morrow to Meaux; 
they will be followed by three battalions. As soon as I obtain 
precise information I shall desire these horses to go on to Nogent. 
The state of the public mind to-day is such as to make it of the 
first importance to prevent our receiving any a&ont on the 
approaches to the capital 

[795,] Nafouson to Josevh. 

Nogent, Fel>. 8, 1814, 4 a.11. 

My Brother, — The enemy has never been at Montmirail; 
consequently he cannot have reached La Fert^-sous-Jouarre. 
On the 7th he had not got farther than Oh^lons. The Duke of 
Eagusa has entered Sezanne, thus closing up the third road.t 
At Suzanne the enemy never had more than a few detachments 
of cavalry. I once more request you to let me have a return of 
all the troops whom you have sent to Meaux. Scattered forces 
are useless. I shall then send them orders to collect together. 

P.S. — Insert in the ^ Moniteur ' an article, headed Oh^tiUon- 
sur-Seine, saying that on the 6th the members of the Congress 
dined with the Duke of Yicenza; that it is remarked that all the 
ambassadors are on terms of the greatest politeness, especially 
those of France and England, who are full of attentions for eadi 
other. 

* Mentioaed before aa aooompanyiiig General LevaL — Tb. 
t The three roads alluded to are probablj those by Ghitean Thienyy 
Momtinlrail, and Suzanne. — ^Tr. 
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[796.3 Joseph to Napoleon. 

Paris, Feb. 7, 1814^ 11 p.k. 

Sire, — ^I have received your Majesty's two letters of yester- 
day. I have seen and written to the Bake of Yahny. He starts 
to-night for Meanz. He showed me a letter from the Duke of 
Taranto, dated the 6th. He was still at iSpemay, and had heard 
nothing from yoor Majesty for four days. He had abandoned 
Gh&lons after defending it for some time. The artillery was 
directed on Meanz. The enemy had entered Sezanne. The in- 
tendant and the public treasure had escaped falling into the 
hands of the enemy. 

I enclose the exact route of the 9th infimtry division of the 
army of Spain. 

I have sent an aide-de-camp along the GhMons road by way 
of Vitry. I have desired the Minister of War to despatch 
another on the road to . . . .* 

The Minister of War tells me that he sent 2000 muskets to 
Montereau this morning. 

I wrote to him from . . . .* this evening. I have i^oken 
to Louis about leaving him here ; he has written to me a long 
letter on the subject I have determined on forwarding it to 
your Majesty; I believe that your Majesty told me that the 
princesses were to accompany the Empress. If this should not 
be the case, I ought to have positive orders on the subject. I 
am most anxious that the departure of the Empress should not 
take place. We cannot disguise from ourselves the fact that the 
consternation and despair of the people may lead to sad and 
even fatal consequences. I think, and so do all persons whose 
opinion is of value, that we should be prepared to make many 
sacrifices before resorting to this extremity. The men who are 
attached to your Majesty's Government fear that the departure 
of the Empress wiU abandon the people of Paris to despair, and 
give a capital and an empire to the Bourbons. Although I ex- 
press the fear which I see on every face, your Majesty may rest 
assured that your orders will be fidthfiilly executed by me as soon 
as I receive them. 

« nibble.— Ed. 
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I have spoken to General Caffarelli on the subject of Fontaine- 
bleau, and to M. de bi Boaillerie about the million for the war 
and the removal of the treasure. I do not know how far your 
Majesty may approve of my observations, but I must say that I 
think it important to pay a month's salary to the great dignitaries, 
ministers, conseillers d'etat, and senators. Several have been 
mentioned to me who are really in distress, and, in the event of 
their departure becoming expedient, it is thought that many will 
be detained in Paris for want of the means of travelling. 

M<trshal Brune has called on me ; I was not able to see him. 
I have no doubt that he came to offer his services. I should 
like to know your Majesty's wishes on the subject. 

J^rdme is annoyed that your Majesty has not yet explained 
your intentions as to the request which I made for him in two 
of my former letters,* 

I am told that M. de la Fayette was one of the first grenadiers 
of the national guard on duty at the Hdtel de Yille. 

The barriers will be completely fortified to-morrow, and we 
shall begin to send artillery thither. 

General Caffarelli answered to the Duke of Conegliano that 
he had not yet received a reply from the Grand Marshal of the 
Palace to his request for permission to place 25 national guards 
at the Tuileries. 

P.S. — I have received your Majesty's letter, dated to-day, 
from Nogent. I have already ordered its directions to be follow- 
ed, and I will keep your Majesty informed during the progress 
of their execution. 

The courier Eemy will be the bearer of this letter. 



[797.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Nogent, FoIk 8, 1614, 11 a.ie. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of tho 7th, 11 p.m.* 
It surprised n^e extremely. I have answered you on the event 

* Joaeoh had proposed ihat he ahoold be emploved^-^Ta. 
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of Paris,* that you may not ask me any more about what is to 
follow it, — a matter which interests more persons than me. 
When that happens I shall be no more, consequently it is not 
for myself that I speak. I told you that the movements of the 
Empress and the King of Kome, and the rest of our family, 
must be governed by circumstances, and you have not under- 
stood me. Be sure that, if the event takes place, what ' I have 
prophesied will certainly follow ; I am persuaded that she her- 
self has the same expectation.! 

King Louis talks of peace. His advice is ill-timed ; in fact, 
I can understand nothing in your letter. I thought that I had 
explained myself to you, but you never recollect anything, 
and you are of the opinion of the first comer and of the last 
speaker. 

I repeat, then, in two words, Paris will never be occupied 
while I am alive. I have a right to be believed if I am under- 
stood. 

I will add that if, through unforeseen circumstances, I should 
march towards the Loire, I should not leave the Empress and 
my son at a distance from me, because, whatever happened, they 
might both be carried off to Vienna ; this would be still more 
likely to take place if I were not alive. I cannot make out how, 
with all these intrigues going on around you, you can bestow 
such imprudent praise upon the proposals of traitors, who are 
incapable of giving honourable advice : never employ them, even 
in the most favourable circumstances. Besides, no one is bound 
to do what is impossible. I can no longer pay any of my officers : 
I have nothing. 

* If Napoleon refers to any of the letters now pobliahed, they must be tlia 
two of the 6th Febmary. Bnt neither of these letters mentions the Impress 
or the King of Rome. Perhaps he refers to vivd voce instmotions. 

It is to be obsenred that he never mentions the captnre of Paris in direct 
terms. Hero he allades to it as ** I'^v^nement de Paris." In his first letter of 
the 6th ho calls it <*Dans des moments extraordinaires ;" in the second, 
•* Danstont ^venemeoi imprfivn." — ^Tk. 

t Ihis soems to be an aUnsion to something that passed in ooDYenation.— 
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I own that I am annqyed by your letter of the 7th, 11 p.m. 
beoause I see that there ia no coherence in your ideas, and that 
you allow yourself to be influenced by the chattering and the 
opinions of a set of people who never reflect. Yes, I will talk 
to you openly. If Talleyrand has anything to do with the pro- 
ject of leaving the Empress in Paris in case of the approach of 
the enemy, it is treachery. I repeat, distrust that man. I have 
dealt with him for the last 16 years; once I even liked him; 
but he is undoubtedly the greatest enemy to our house since it 
has been abandoned by fortune. Keep to my advice. I know 
more than all those people. If we are beaten and I am killed, 
you will hear of it before the rest of my family. Send the 
Empress and the King of Rome to Rambouillet; order the 
senate, the conseil-d'^tat, and all the troops, to assemble on the 
Loire: leave in Paris a prefect, or an imperial commission, or 
some mayors. 

I have told you * that Madame f and the Queen of West- 
phalia X may remain in Paris in Madame's house. If the Viceroy 
has returned to Paris, he may also stay there ; but on no account 
let the Empress and the Eling of Rome fidl into the hands of 
the enemy. 

Be certain that, from that moment, Austria, the band which 
connected her with France being broken,^ would cany her o£F 
to Vienna and give her a large apanage ; and on pretence of 
securing the happiness of the Empress, the French would be 
forced to do whatever England and Russia mi^t dictate. Every 
[national] party would thus be destroyed, for . . . ] ; instead 
of which, in the other case, the national feelings of the numbers 
whose interest it would be to rebel, make it impossible to foresee 
the result.1f 

* Apparency in conTamttion. — Tit. 

t Ni^leon's mother. — Tb. 

$ Jefome's wife. — ^Tk. 

§ The words of the text are, ^'I'Antnohe 6taiit d^ant^rofla^e." I think 
that this is their meaning. — Tb. 

II IUegible.-.£o. 

^ The loss of the first part of this sentence renders the second pait 
obscure. — Tb. 
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However, it may happen that I beat the enemy on hiB ^kproaeh 
to Paris, and that none of these things may take place. It is 
also possible that I may make peace in a few days. But, at all 
erents, it appears from yoor letter of the 7th, 11 p.y., that yon 
have no means of defence. Tonr judgment in these matters is 
always at fault ; your very principles are wrong.* It is for the 
interest even of Paris that the Empress and the King of Eome 
ehould not remain there, because its welfare depends on their 
safety ; and since the world has existed I have never heard of a 
sovereign allowing himself to be taken in any open town. This 
would be the first instance. 

The unfortunate King of Saxony has just reached France ; he 
is beginning to lose his happy illusions. 

In difficult and critical circumstances a man does his duty, 
and leaves the rest to take its course. If ,1 should happen to 
live, I ought to be, and I have no doubt that I shall be, obeyed ; 
if I die, my son as sovereign, and the Empress as regent, must 
not, for the honour of the French, allow themselves to be taken ; 
they must retreat to the last village. 

Remember what was said by the wife of Philip Y. What, 
indeed, would be said of the Empress ? That she had abandoned 
our throne and that of her son. Nothing would better please the 
allies than to make an end of everything by carrying them off 
prisoners to Vienna. I am surprised that you do not see this. 
I see that fear has turned all your heads in Paris. 

The Empress and the King of Rome once at Vienna, or in 
the hands of our enemies, you and all others who attempted a 
defence would be rebels. 

As for me, I would rather they would kill my son than jsee 
him brought up at Vienna as an Austrian prince, and I think 
well enough of the Empress to believe that she is of the same 
opinion, as far as that is possible to a woman and a mother. 

I have never seen Andromaque acted without pitying the fate 
of Astyanax in surviving the rest of his house, nor without think- 

* In the original, *' Poor comprendre oes ohosea, je troave toojoors votra 
jngement faoz; o'ert enfin une fansM doctrine" — ^aaentenoe not eaafly in- 
telligible.— Ta. 
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tng that it would hxft been a blessing for bim if be bad died 
before bis &tber. 

Yon do not understand tbe Frendi nation. It is impossible 
to foresee tbe nltimate resolt of snob great events as tbese. 

As for Louis, I think tbat be ongbt to follow yon. 



[798.] Napolbon to Joseph. 

NogeDt Feb. 8, 1814^ 11 a.il 

My Brother, — ^I think that attention must be paid especially 
to the neigbboorlioods of Sens and of Pont-snr-Tonne. 

It seems that it is Wittgenstein and York who attack towards 
Gh4lons. In the course of the day I sbi^ have troops on tbe 
road to MontmiraiL 



[799.3 Napolbost to Joseph. 

Nogent, Feb. 8, 1814, 8 P.1L ~ 

My Brother, — ^I have sent to the Empress an article for the 
* Moniteur.' If you receive this letter before 5 o^dock to-morrow 
morning, and if it be possible to withdraw the article, I should 
like to delay its insertion for 48 hours, because it would inform 
the enemy too soon as to my plans and position, which is always 
inconvenient. 



r 800.] Napoleost to Joseph. 

Nogent, Feb. 8, 1814, ^ rM. 

My Brother, — I have just written to the Minister of War 
about the evacuation of Italy, and as to King Ferdinand. Send 
far the minister ; he will show you my letters. All the cor- 
respondence with M. de Laforest relating to the affairs of Spain 
will be carried on by M. d'Hauterive, whom you will also send 
for. 



[ 801.] Marie Louise to Joseph. 

Peria, Feb. 8, 1814 

My dear Brother, — I received last night a letter from the 
Emperor, dated the 6th. He tells me that he is well, and that 
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oiroumsianceS) although they are difficult, hsye improved during 
the last week* He desires me not to be anxious : you know that 
this is impossible* If you have any details, it will be rery kind 
in you to send them to me. You see, my dear brother^ from my 
teasing you in this way, the confidence which J have in your 
£riendship and patience. I entreat you to believe in the friend*> 
ehip of your affectionate sister. 



[ 802.] Napoleon to JosepiL 

I^ogent, I'eb. d, 1814, 6 p.jl 

My Brother, — ^Let this letter be delivered to the Empress 
Josephine in person. It is to tell her to write to Eugene. You 
will ask her to send to you her letter, which you will despatch 
by an express* 



[ 803*] JoSEPti to KAFOLEONa 

Paris, Feb. 8, 1814, noon. 

Sire, — ^I have received your letter of the 7th* I have sent 
that which treats of the army of reserve to the minister. I am 
perpetually tormenting him for muskets. I shall see him again 
immediately, and I will let your Majesty know the result. 

I have written to the Duke of Conegliano to reinforce the 
posts of the national guards at the barriers* They have already 
begun to serve* Muskets are what they want, or even fowling- 
pieces. The troops which are gone to La Fert^^sous- Jouarre are 
commanded by General Minot : they consist of the 6th battalion 
of the 86th of the line, the 1st and the 28th light infisintry, and the 
4th and 70th of the line ; in the whole 2000 mem General St. 
Germain was at Conlpi^gne ; he has just been ordered to Meaux. 
Soissons is threatened. I have desired General Hullin to send 
thither a battalion* I have written to General Berruyer to 
defend the place ; I am repeating the order to him. It seems 
that the national guards at Soissons have no muskets. I send 
back to your Majesty the aide-de-camp Whom I despatched to 
the Duke of Taranto, and who met General Minot and his troops 
last night near La f'ertd^sous- Jouarre. I will see directly the 

Vol. n.— 12» 



Minister of War and tbe MiniBter of the Admisistnitioii of War, 
to deliver to them your Majesty's orders ; but I must tell you 
beforehand that the Minister of War has repeated to me a 
hundred times that he has not 5000 muskets at his disposal, and 
that the governor of Tinoennes told me yesterday that he had 
80,000, bat out of repair.* Since yesterday I have written to 
desire the minister to hasten these repairs by every means in his 
power, and to let me know how many it b possible to have ready 
by the 20th and by the 30th of this month. That I may not 
delay the officer's departure, I will write no more to your Majesty 
at present. 

The bearer of this letter is my equerry, M. Monval. 



[804.] JOSBPR TO NAFOLBOir. 

Pafb» Feb. 8, 1814, 10 p.m. 

Sire,— I have put at the disposal of the Minister of the Ad- 
ministration of War the amount of the credit which your Majesty 
has granted me upon your treasury, at the rate of 100,000 francs 
a day. I have seen the Minister of War : M. Gerard is em- 
ployed in forming the four divisions. I will transmit to your 
Majesty the report of what has been done as soon as I receive it. 
I have given similar orders to General Ornano. The Minister 
of War assures me that he now has 11,000 muskets at Yincennes 
fit for use. The artificers have arrived from Charleville ; work- 
shops are being constructed for them. We are expecting some 
likewise from St. £tienne. I have ordered General Hullin to 
appoint an officer of the line to command each of the barriers 
which is to be held. General Hullin will place this evening at 
each of the principal barriers, especially on the right bank of the 

* The historical importance of these fignres cannot he exaggerated. The 
want of mtifikets in Paris was the principal cause of its capture. If all who 
asked for arms could have heen supplied, the defence might have heen prolong- 
ed for some hours, the Emperor would have had time to arrive with a portion 
of the guard, and the whole state of things would have heen changed. The 
war with Russia, and that of 1818, had occasioned an enormous consumption 
of arms, and there had not heen time to replace them. A natural consequence 
of previous events has been called tareacheiy. — En. 
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Seiney 100 soldiers of the line, and Marshal Moneey 150 of the 
national guard, armed with muskets and fowling-pieces. I have 
ordered General Omano to put six pieces of artillery belonging 
to the guard at the disposal of General Hollin. 

There are at Tincennes nearly 2000 artillery waggons and 
700 guns without harness. I sent to you this morning a list of 
the troops who are gone to Meauz. The Minister of War has 
just told me that two battalions of national guards from Lille 
haye been sent thither ; so that there must now be at La Fert6 
five battalions of infantry, and nearly 800 oaralry) 300 of whom, 
belonging to General St. Germain's diyision, went from Com- 
pi^gne, and 500 from the depdt at Versailles. 

I have asked the Ministers of War and of Police to send 
officers on the roads to S^sanne and La Fert6. Arms have been 
eent to 2000 of the national guards at Soissons ; General Berruyer 
was in the town in a state of great anxiety. He has written to 
ask the Minister of War to let the 2000 men for whom the arms 
are intended remain at Soissons ; they will be of more use there, as 
they will be armed, than at Meaux, where there are troops 
without muskets. Your Majesty will see by the annexed letters 
that detachments of the enemy have appeared at Montmirail and 
Vieux-Maisons. Tour Majesty's letter reached me this morning. 
I am glad to hear that the Duke of Ragusa has entered Suzanne. 
The Minister of War assures me that he sends punctually to 
your Majesty all the reports which he gives to me of the move- 
ments of the troops in the 1st division. He tells me to-day that 
General Treilhard's 1st brigade * will reach Montmirail on the 
10th, 15th, 17th, and 19th, each regiment marching separately. 



[805.] JoflEPR TO Napoleon. 

Parte, Feb. 8, 1814, midnight 

Sire, — ^I have desired M. de la Bouillerie to make arrange- 
ments which will enable him, if I desire him to leave Paris with 
the treasure, to set off in six hours after receiving the order. He 
has therefore been obliged to load some fourgons and to house 

* A brigade of dragoons ftom Spain.— Ed. 
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ihem in the oonrt of the Grand £cnyer on the Oaronsal. This was 
effected in the night, uid the officers on guard in the palace alone 
ean have been aware of it. The director of the Museum came to- 
day to tell me that it ought to be shut up, and the things of most 
value sent out of Paris, unless I gare him orders to the contrary. 
As your Majesty has given none to me, I could give none to him. 
If I should receive any from your Majesty, I will communicate 
them without delay. 

It appears to me, Sire, that the proposed solemniiy at St 
Genevieve will not have a good effect. The public is already so 
depressed, and so inclined to trust to accidents for its defence, 
that we ought not to increase its inactivity by telling it to hope 
for safety from religious intercession. I may add, that to the in- 
credulous these prayers would be a mere ceremony, or an avowal 
of danger and of distrust in our own exertions. With respect to 
the good Catholics, your Majesty may rest assured that the gov^ 
ernment will obtain nothing from them till you are publicly 
reconciled to the Yicar of Jesus Christ No, Sire, in France 
none are truly religious but those who acknowledge the Pope ua 
their spiritual head. The rest are not Catholics, but unbelievers 
or Protestants^ Therefore, till I see in the ^ Moniteur,' " The 
Pope has returned to Rome ; the Emperor has ordered him to be 
properly escorted and received there,'' I do not think that any 
religious ceremony would produce an impression on the Catholics 
in your Majesty's favour. This, Sire, is the truth. The Empresa 
is in better spirits to-day. I have passed the day in sustaining the 
hopes of people who have much less self-possessicm than belongs 
to her Majesty. 

[ 806.] l^AFOuaoN TO Joseph. 

Nogent, Feb. 9, 18K 8 a. ic 

My Brother, — t have received your letter written at noon on 
the 8th of February, which was brought to me by your aide-de- 
camp. Tou tell me that at La Fert6-sous- Jouarre General Minot 
is in command of a column consisting of the 6th battalion of the 
86th, of the 1st of the 8th light infantry, and the 4th of the 70th, 
altogether 2000 men. The Minister of War composes this 
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oolamn differently^ of the 6th battalion of the 86th, and the 1st 
and 2nd of the national goards of the North. What is the cause 
of this discrepancy ? 

I have written to the Minister of War that the battalions 
must be composed of only 400 or 500 men each, because we have 
more cadres than there are conscripts to fill them ; and it is better 
to have six battalions of 400 men than three battalions of 800« 
I think, indeed, that they are twice as useful, that is to say, that 
three battalions of 400 conscripts will do nearly as much work as 
three battalions of 800. I am surprised that there are not enough 
men in Soissons to hold it. Six battalions, or 4000 men, must 
be there. It would have Keen better, therefore, to have sent 
thither 1000 muskets than more troops. It seemsy from the 
Minister of War^s report, that to-morrow the 10th, a division of 
national guards, consisting of from 8000 to 9000 well-armed men, 
will reach Meauz. Urge the Minister of War to send thither 
majors to command the regiments, captains to act as adjutant* 
majors, and officers to serve in the cadres. This division will be 
a great resource. A general of division and two brigadiers will 
be required. Cartridges must likewise be sent thither, that the 
troops may practise every day at a mark. The divisions of Sois- 
sons and of Montereau, which are exercised every day, will also 
be of great use. l^aris was to furnish Montereau with two batta* 
lions; have they started? The Ihike of Eagusa reached Champ* 
Aubert on the road to Montmirail early yesterday, on his way to 
£pemay ; my guard, both horse and foot, are at S^zlume, in order 
to support him. I am expecting every instant to receive news 
which will carry me thither myself; I consider the diversion in 
favour of tha Buke of Taranto as already makie, and that the 
enemy will have to fall back upon Chalons* 

[ 807.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Noflfent, I'eb. 9, 1814, Ua.il 

My Brother, — t had so much to do all last night, that I was 
not able to start for Suzanne. The Duke of Ragusa has reached 
Champ-Aubert, General Sacken^ wiih 15,000 men, was at 
Montmirail^ His park passed by Champ-Auhert on the Sthy 
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9mwmg from CUMonB^^ I intond to aiteek him to-morrow. 
BoBides thia, detaohments baTO Bhown thenudTCS towards Cob- 
lommieniy and in other directions; they are mere marandersy and 
are of no oonaeqnence. 



[808»] Nafolboh to Joseph. 

Nogent, Feb. 9, 1814 

My Brother,--^ l7nZ&59 you had some reason which is unr 
known to me, yon were wrong in placing 8 guns belonging to 
the guardsy at the disposal of General Hvllin. There are 
plenty of guns at T inoennes, and plenty of means of transport for 
them in Paris. Let General Omano, therefore, retain these 
gmis. The guard forms a special, corps. Nothing of theirs 
must be taken /or the line. If you do not give the guns belong- 
ing to the guard to General Hullin, he will set to work to pro- 
vide for himself; the national guards must he accustomed to 
do duty at the barriers by themselves, otherwise^ when the troops 
of the line are moved on from PariSf the national guards will 
think that they are lost You may place a much smaller guard 
at the unimportant barriers, which are not threatened. Desire 
the Minister of War to fill up all the companies of gunners, to 
send for their cadres from the depdts, and to complete them with 
conscripts. I ought to have 30t gunners in Paris ; they can serve 
more than 200 guns, which are absolutely necessary. 

I am of your opinion about the prayers at St. Genevieve ; I 
think that it would do no good ; it was only a piece of devotion 
on the part of the Empress. Holpl the 22 guns belonging to the 
guard, the 1200 horse, the 24 battalions of the guard, 500 strong, 
ready to start at a moment's notice. I intend to station them 
halfway. Do not include them in the defence of Paris. Send to 
Compi^gne a battalion of the guard from 200 to 300 "strong, to 
be increased to 600, with 2 pieces of cannon to defend the town 
and palace against the enemy's partisans. Send another battalion 

* The italics in this and hi the following letter are in Napoleon*9 hand. 
—Ed. 

t This mnat be a mistake. Perhaps the figoiei ought to he 800.— Tb. 
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of ike guard to Fontainebleaa for the same purpose. The offioen 
wbom yon send to command in those towns will organise the na- 
tional guards so that they may assist in the defence of the palaces, 
which the towns will be willing enough to do, as the palaces may 
be said almost to belong to them. Tell Demasis to remove from 
Gompiegne and Fontainebleaa the plate, and everything that 
might serve as a trophy. There are portraits of all my ministers 
and of my fctmily at Oompidgne. This must be done without 
disturbance or attracting attention. 



[809.] Nafoueoh to Joseph. 

Nugent, Feb. 9, 1814. 

My Brother,— I have received your courier of the 8th at 11 
at night The Minister of Police gives you false information* 
I think that he does not know how to ask questions. He says 
that M. Bonne, a superior officer of the corps of geographical 
engineers, saw the enemy at La Fert^^sous- Jouarre. Send for 
him, and he will tell you that he did not see them ; but that he 
was told that the enemy was approaching, which is a very differ- 
ent affair. The same thing with regard to Yieux-Maisona I 
have always found the police doing great harm by their want of 
Judgment : they alarm without informing. I gave to them a 
printed list of questions, providing for every case : this prevented 
their blundering. Order the police to give these printed papers 
to their agents in order to direct their inquiries. 

[810.] NapoiisAn to Josbph. 

NogenC, Feb. 9, 1814, S p. n. 

My Brother,-^! am setting off for Suzanne, and I hope to 
attack the army of Silesia to-morrow. I have ordered General 
Minot, whom you sent to La Fert^sous- Jouarre, to push on to 
Montmirail, where (General Sacken is, with 15,000 men. I shall 
advance upon him by way of Suzanne and Champ- Aubert. If 
this manoeuvre should meet with complete success, it may decide 
the fate of the campaign. 

These are my dispositions; it is important that you should 
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know them. I leave at Nogent the Bake of Bellimo, with hiB 
own two divisions, Oeneral Oerard^s division, and Greneral Mil' 
hand^s 5th cavalry corps. I^heso will form a corps of infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery, amounting to between 14,000 and lo^OOO 
men. His orders are to defend the heights of Pont^snr-Seine and 
the town of Nogent, which I have barricaded ; and, finally, if the 
whole of Schwartzenberg^s army should fall upon him so as to pre* 
vent his defending Nogent, to blow up the bridge, and to take up 
his position on the right bank. The great park of artillery, the 
head-quarters of the Intendant, and the greater part of my house^ 
hold, will be placed at Provins, escorted by a division of the 
young guard commanded by General Kothenbourg. The Duke 
of Reggio commands the 7th corps, composed of twenty battalions 
from Spain and Bourdeaux. One of his divisions is at Provins, 
his head-quarters ; this evening and to-morrow it will be at Nangis. 
Bothenbourg's division, with the head-quarters under its protec- 
tion, the division of national guards which is at Montereau and at 
Sens, General Pajol, who defends the Seine between Nogent and 
Bray, Pont-sur^Yonne, Sens, and in the 2Qd line, Moret, Nemours, 
and Montargis, up to the Loire, are undei' the orders of the Duke 
of Beggio. t reckon that the two Spanish divisions, increased 
by the battalions from Bourdeaux, will amount to 12,000 men. 
Oeneral Fajol must hkve 2000 cavalry, the national guards of 
Montereau ought to amount to 6000; Botlbenbourg's division 
consists of 4000. The Duke of Beggio has therefore about 
25,000 men. If SchWartzenberg's army, which is at Troyes, 
should march upon Sens and Pont-sur-Yonne without attacking 
Nogent, or only masking it ; or if he stdrms the place and throws 
the Duke of BellUnd on the right bank ; in either case the Duke 
of Beggio, supported by the Duke of Belluno, will proceed, if the 
enemy's manoBUvre be of importance, towards Yonne and Monte- 
reau, where he Will (joncentrate all his troops. If you have notice 
that the enemy id about to make his great attack upon Fontaine- 
bleau, you will have time enough to arm the bridges of Oorbeil 
and Ohoisy, and to despatch our reserves to Moret and the Loing. 
If I succeed, in the course of the next two or three days, in crush- 
ing the army of Silesia, I shall debouch upon Nogent or Monte- 
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reau. With the reserves I may have 80,000 men, and give an 
unexpected turn to affairs. 

My army is thus divided into three corps : — 

One which is acting under my orders : it is composed of two 
divisions of the old guard (8000 men) ; two divisions of the young 
guard who are with the Prince of Moskowa (6000 men); of the 
Duke of Eagusa's corps (6000 men) — ^in the whole 20,000 infan- 
try ; of the cavalry of the guard (6000 men) ; of the 1st corps of 
cavalry (2000 men) ; of General Defrance's cavalry (2000 men) — 
in the whole 10,000 cavalry. I have, therefore, under my orders 
80,000 men, and about 120 guns. The forces of Generals York, 
Bliicher, and Sacken, are valued at from 40,000 to 45,000 ; but 
the Ihike of Taranto must find employment for at least 5000 of 
them. I shall therefore have 30,000 against 40,000 : this pro- 
portion gives me hopes of success. The point of support of my 
corps to-night will be Sezanne ; its line of march will be by the 
roads to Montmirail and Chdteau-Thierry. Centre : the Duke of 
Belluno, as I have said already, with 14,000 men. Right wing : 
the Duke of Eeggio, as before, with 25,000 men. This is my 
whole force, consisting of from 60,000 to 70,000 men, including 
all arms, even the engineers and artillery. 

I estimate the enemy's forces at 45,000 of the army of Silesia, 
and 150,000 of Schwartzenberg's army, but including Bubna and 
the Cossacks ; so that, if I succeed in beating the army of Silesia, 
and rendering it incapable of action for a few days, I may turn 
round upon Schwartzenberg with 70,000 or 80,000 men, including 
the reinforcement which you will send to me from Paris, and I 
do hot think that on a single point he will be able to oppose to me 
more than from 110,000 to 120,000 men. If I am not strong 
enough to attack, I may at least hold him in check, and harass 
him for a fortnight or three weeks, which will give opportunities 
for new combinations. 

It is essential that Albert should take this letter to the Min- 
isters of War and of the Administration of War, that they may 
each be well aware of what they have to do. If the enemy should 
push on to La Ferte or Meauz, there will be no occasion for 
alarm, as to-morrow I attack his rear. I have not counted 
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•moiig my resouroes the diTioon of the natioiial guard of Meaux, 
which I hope will soon amount to between 8000 and 10,000 men. 
I have ordered St Oermain, who, with 800 horse, is at Meanx, to 
proceed to La Fert6-sons- Jooarre : the division which has been 
armed of the national guard may also be sent thither. 



[~811.] Joseph to Napolboit. 

I have received your Hajesty^s letter desiring me to postpone 
the insertion of the article in the ' Monitenr.' I have sent my 
aide-de-camp to the Duke of Gadore ; I hope that he will have ar- 
rived in time. The annexed letter* will acquaint your Majesty 
with the state of affairs towards Laon. 

I have not yet received the report of Gerard, of the war-offioe ; 
but my last night's letter will have already informed your Ma- 
jesty that the Minister of War reports, after careful investigation^ 
that he has only 11,000 muskets, which he reserves for the lin- 
perial guard. 



[812.] JOSEPH TO Napoleon. 

PaiiB, Feb. 9, 1814^ 4 a. x. 

Sire,-^I have received your letter of yesterday of 11 a. m., in 
answer to mine of the 7th, 11 p. if. 

Your Majesty may be assured that, so far as depends on me, 
your wishes will be complied with. Circumstances may occur in 
which this expression of them may contribute to such a result. 
My letter may thus have been useful by eliciting this written 
manifestation of your will, which will decide the conduct of many 
persons now unresolved. 



[818.] Joseph to Nafolbon. 

Paris, Feb. 9, 1814, 11 a. x. 

Sire, — I have received your letters of the 8th at 8 p. m. I 
have sent the one to the Empress Josephine, and I am expecting 
an answer by Tascher. Afber the cabinet council I will see MM. 

* This letter does not appear. — ^Ta. 
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de Feltre and d'Hauterive. The Minister of War has written to 
me a letter which I send on to your Majesty; you will see that 
our muskets are reduced to 6000. It is, therefore, useless to ex- 
pect to form a reserve of from 30,000 to 40,000 men in Paris. 
Things are stronger than men, Sire; and when this is clearly 
proved, it seems to me that true glory consists in preservmg as 
much as is possible of one^s people and one's empire ; and that to 
expose a precious life to such evident danger is not glorious, be- 
cause it is against the interests of a great number <^ men whose 
existence is attached to your own. Your Majesty may rest as- 
sured that I shall faithfully execute your commands, whatever 
they may be. No one here has anything, directly or indirectly, to 
do with what I am writing to your Majesty in perfect openness, 
just as it occurs to me. 

I see so much depression, that I fear that it is useless to ex- 
pect an army of reserve, or any extraordinary effort to be made in 
Paris : you must* therefore submit with fortitude to necessity ; 
whether you are permitted to make a great nation haf^y, or you 
are forced to yield, there being no choice left except between 
death and dishcmour ; and, at this juncture, I see no dishonour for 
your Majesty unless you abandon the throne, because in this case 
you would ruin a number of individuals who have devoted them- 
selves to you. If it be possible, then, make peace at any price ; 
if that is impossible, when the hour comes we must meet death 
witib resolution, as did the last Emperor of Constantinople. 

Should Hiis occur, your Majesty may be persuaded that I 
diall in every respect follow out your wishes, and that I shall do 
nothing unworthy either of you or of me. 
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CHAPTEK XXL 

The letters contained in this chapter extend from the lOtK to 
the 18th of February, 1814. 

They were nine days of victories. Napoleon had be^i posted 
for some days at Nogent, on the Seine, between the army 
of Silesia, and the allied grand army. The army of Silesia, 
commanded by Bliicher, was advancing on Paris from Chalons 
by two roads, one down the Marne by Epemay and Chateaa- 
Thierry, the other across a difficult and marshy country hj 
Yertus, £toges, Yauchamps, Champ- Aubert, and Montmirail ; 
the two roads meeting at La Fert6«ous- Jouarre on the Marne. 

The allied grand army, under Schwartzenberg, was marching 
towards Paris by the valley of the Seine, its head-quarters being 
at Troyes. The reader has seen, by Napoleon's last letters, that 
on the 9th he intended to make a flank movement by cross- 
roads to Suzanne, in order to attack the Silesian army, which 
was marching in 4 divisions, under Sacken, York, Alsuflef, and 
Bliicher. He found, what he does not scfCm to have expected, 
a part of the Silesian army at Baye, between Nogent and 
Suzanne, beat it, and reached Suzanne on the 9th. The next 
day, the 10th, he beat Alsuflef at Champ- Aubert ; on the 
11th he defeated Sacken at Montmirail; on the 12th he de- 
feated York at Chdteau-Thierry ; and, flnding that Blucher was 
advancing, he turned back to Montmirail, and on the 14th 
defeated him with great loss at Yauchamps, a village between 
Montmirail and £t6ges, and drove him back through J^toges 
to Ch&lons. 
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Bat Schwartzenberg was profiting by Napoleon's absence to 
march on Paris by the Seine. He drove Victor out of Nogent, 
ocrmpied Montereau, and penetrated beyond Nangis to Mor- 
mant, a Tillage not more than 25 miles from Paris. Three 
marshals, Oadinot, Victor, and Macdonald, were opposed to 
him with a force of about 47,000 men, but they appear to have 
expected defeat, and earnestly implored Napoleon's presence. 
Napoleon left Montmirail on the 15th, a few hours after he had 
defeated Bldcher, reached Meauz the same day, and on the 16th 
joined his marshals at Guignes, a small town at the intersection 
of the roads from Meaux to Melun and from Paris to Nogent. 
On the 17th he drove the Russians, under Count Pahlen, from 
Mormant, and entered Nangis, and on the 18th he drove the 
Prince of Wilrtemberg out of Montereau, and marched on 
Troyes, from whence the allied sovereigns and Schwartzenberg 
fled in terror, and scarcely paused until they found themselves 
more than 100 miles off at Langres. In nine days he gained 
seven victories, made nine marches in the depth of winter, 
most of them over cross-roads, such as the cross-roads of France 
then were, and drove away or frightened away two armies, each 
much larger than his own. 

It is not surprising that such wonderful success, immediately 
following two years of alqiost uninterrupted disaster, somewhat 
intoxicated him, and led him to believe that the chances were 
again in his favour, and even to imagine that the allies them- 
selves had little hope of escaping with many of their troops from 
France, 
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[814.] Bjebthikb to Jootpb. 

Feb. 10, ISli. 

The Emperor left a great part of his army at Pont and 
Nogent, and made a long flank march jeeterdaj to attack 
Blucher, who is taking the Montmirail raod with a considerable 
portion of the army of Silesia. When we reached Pont St Prix 
we found that the enemy was in position at Baye to cover the 
road to Sezanne. It was Sacken's corps. He was attacked in 
flank, broken, and retreated on Champ- Anbert, followed by our 
oayalry. Marshal Ney's corps and a part of the guard arrived 
opportunely. The enemy is cut in two — one portion is in the 
direction of Montmirail, the other is fkllin«: back on Chylous. 

[ 815.] Napoiaoh to Jobkpo. 

Bdzanne, Feb. 10, 1814^ 10 ajl 

My Brother, — ^Your two letters of the 9th have reached 
me. Your aide-de-camp must have taken my yesterday's 
letter to you. I reached this place yesterday evening. I am 
mountiug my horse to advance on Ohamp-Aubert. I am 
much impeded by the state of the roads : they are horrible ; 
there are six feet of mud. I am assured this morning that the 
enemy has begun to retire from Montmirail to Yauchamps.* 
I cannot understand why the Duke of Taranto is retreating so 
rapidly. As the shortest way of communicating with him is 
through Paris, send him word that to-day, the 10th, at 11 a.m. 
I was at Ohamp-Aubert, on the rear of the enemy's column, 
which is at Montmirail. 



[816.] Napoueon to Joseph. 

Ohamp-Aabert, Feb 10, 1814, 10 v.n. 

My Brother,— I attacked the enemy to-day at Champ- 
Aubert. His force consisted of 12 regiments and 40 pieces of 
cannon. I have taken the Commander-in-Chief Alsufief, with 
all his generals, colonels, officers, guns, waggons, and ba^age. 

'^ This was not true. Blncher wis not aware of NapoIeon*g march. — Ta. 
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We Iiaye 6000 prisonerB, 40 gaiusy and 200 carriages. The 
rest were driyen into a lake, or killed on the field. This corps 
is entirely destroyed. We are marching towards Montmirail, 
and shall be there this evening at 10 o'clock. I shall reach it 
in person to-morrow morning before daybreak, to march with 
20,000 in&ntry upon Sacken at La Fert^-sous-Jonarre. I am 
treading close upon the enemy's heels. The Duke of Taranto 
has between 8000 and 10,000 men, with the national guard of 
Meauz, and all that you can spare from Paris. [This force] 
alone will be sufficient to hold the enemy in check. I am in 
great hopes that Sacken is lost, and, if fortune continues to 
second t(s as she has done to-day, the state of affairs will be 
changed in an instant ; for the whole strength of the Russian 
army consists in Sacken's corps which contains 10 divisions, or 
60 regiments. Blilcher is cut off from Sacken ; he has 2 divi- 
sions; he is 8 leagues off on the Berg^res road. He will be 
held in check during my march. I do not think that we have 
lost 200 men. 



[817.] ^ Napoleon to Joseph. 

Farm of £pine-aaz-Bois, between Montmirail and VicaZ'Malaoiis, 

Feb.ll, 1814,8.Pic. 

My Brother, — Berthier despatched a courier to you from 
the field of battle. Since that time I sent off young Montes- 
quieu to you. It is eight o'clock, and before bed-time I wish 
you to have these two lines to let. you know that to^ay has 
been decisive. The army of Silesia has ceased to exist ; I have 
completely routed it. We have carried off all their guns and 
baggage, and we have taken several thousand prisoners, perhaps 
more than 7000, and they continue to arrive every instant; 
5000 or 6000 of the enemy are left on the field. All this has 
been done, although only half of my old guard were engaged ; 
they did more than one has any right to expect from men. 
The enemy fled disbanded towards GhAteau-Thierry. I pre- 
sume that the Duke of Treviso pursued them to La Fert^-eous- 
Jonarre and ChAteau-Thierry. These two days have entirely 

* ThiB WM a xnistekB.— Ta 
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changed the state of affiun. Saoken was kilkd,* many of their 
generals are prisoners, some are wounded, and several left on 
the field. Here then are 10 Russian divisions, forming 60 regi- 
ments, almost annihilated. I think that in the night we en- 
gaged York's corps, which arrived on the field. He shared tho 
fate of the Russians. I have desired the Empress to fire a 
salute of 60 guns. Our loss is slight. (General Michel of the 
guard is wounded in the arm. I do not think that I have lost 
more than 1000 men. My foot-guard, my dragoons, and horse- 
grenadiers performed miracles. I hope to be to-morrow in 
communication with La Fert^-sous- Jouarre. I think then that 
these two days place Paris completely out of danger, for the 
army of Silesia was the best that tho allies had. Tell me what 
is going on towards Sens and Montereau. I must know, in 
order to arrange my further operations. 

[818.] Joseph to Napolboh. 

Paris Feb. 11, 1814, T ▲.x. 

Sire, — ^I did not receive your letter dated Si^zanne, the 
10th, 10 A.M., till to-day at seven. I have despatched a courier 
to inform Marshal Maodonald of your Majesty's arrival at 
Champ-Aubert, on the rear of the enemy's column then at 
MontmiraiL 

Nothing remarkable is going on here. The public mind 
continjies in the same state. The wives and children of many 
of the principal public functionaries have left the capital. The 
rise in the funds which took place yesterday is attributed to 
a letter from the Duke of Vicenza, giving hopes of the nego- 
tiations terminating favourably. Every one is ^persuaded that 
our affairs can be re-established in no other way ; the state of 
the exchequer and the arsenab is known to njl the world ; and 
whatever prodigies may yet be expected from the experience 
and skill of your Majesty, it is not thought possible that you 
can struggle alone against numbers and circumstances. The 
n^inisters have doubtless already informed your Majesty that 
one of the Bourbons has joined Lord Wellington's army^ and 
that another is in Holland. Many sick have arrived here^ 
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Money is wantmg to pay the troops ; they commit in oonse- 
qnenoe all sorts of irregularities, which exasperate the inhabit- 
ants to such a degree (I can speak chiefly of those of Versailles, 
Oompi^gne, and Senlis), that it is not nncommon to hear it said 
publicly, ^' The enemy could not do worse." 

I do not write these disagreeable truths to your Majesty for 
the sake of persuading you to make peace— I know that you 
desire it more than any other person — ^but in order to console 
you, if you should be forced to submit to conditions to which 
France would not be reduced, if the strength of mind of all her 
people were in proportion to that of her sovereign. I entreat 
your Majesty to believe that my language to the rest of the 
world is very different ; but I am obliged to own that there is 
no salvation for us but in the speediest peace, on whatever con- 
ditions. I know no one who is of a contrary opinion. Your 
Majesty's most faithful servants arc chiefly distinguished by 
their profound conviction that, with peace, your Majesty will 
find in your own genius, and in the confidence of the nation, 
means to restore our affairs. 



r819.] NiPOUKxr to Joseph. 

Faaboorg de Chateaa-Thleny, Feb. 12, 1814 

My Brother, — ^I am in the suburb of Chdteau-Thierry. I 

pursued tiie enemy's rear-guard; as I had cut him off from 

Gh&lons, his army was obliged to cross the Mame to gain the 

road to Soissons. I carried off the whole rear-guard, wl^ch con- 

sbted of four Russian battalions, three Prussian battalions, and 

three pieces of cannon. I took them all, even the Russian 

general who was in command; 2000 prisoners were made to day. 

The Duke of Ragusa is about to march from Etoges upon 

Epemay and ChiQons. If Marshal Macdonald had manoeuvred 

on the right bank of the Mame, as I hoped, not one man would 

have escaped. We have, however, taken between 8000 and 

10,000 prisoners, among whom are five or six generals; they 

start to-morrow for Paris. We have taken almost all the enemy's 

artillery and baggage, and killed immense numbers. His force, 
Vol. n.— 18 
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which mm 85,000, does not amonni to-day to 12,000, and they are 
in horrible oonfaaion. If the moyements of the Austrians do 
not recall me towards the Seine, I shall seiie the enemy in the 
rear. Considering the great results, I engsged yery few troops; 
my gnard, both horse and fix>t, has corered itself with glory. 



[ 820.] Joseph to Nafolbozi. 

Parla,Feb.l2,1814,10 

Sire, — ^The funds set apart for the use of the guard are ex- 
nausted. We have no credit, and General Omano nrges me to 
obtain from your Majesty another million, to be divided equally 
between the cavalry and the infantry. If we have no money, both 
horses and men most remain in the state in which they now are. 
There are 1500 men who want clothing. Yonr Majesty is aware 
that between 1000 and 1500 recruits arrive every day for the 
guard. A remount of 1000 horses is also required, otherwise 
the cavalry must remain here idle. I send a return of the guard 
to your Majesty ; I intend to inspect it at noon to-day. Marshal 
Macdonald tells me that he has heard nothing directly from your 
Majesty. He has received the intelligence which I sent to him 
yesterday of the action of Champ-Aubert. He heard a loud 
cannonade in the direction of Montmirail. He dei^atched thither 
General St. Germain with 300 horse, who captured a few horse- 
soldiers at St. Fiacre. A great mistake was made in blowing up 
the bridge of Trilport ; an officer whom I sent yesterday to Meaux 
assures me that they are preparing the means of crossing j^he 
river on rafts. He thinks that the enemy's artillery will not be 
able to retire, as the bridges towards La Ferte-sous- Jouarre have 
been cut. 



[ 821 .] Nafolbon to Joseph. 

Farm of Lnmeron, near Chatean-Thieny, 
Febw 18, 1814^ 10 am. 

My Brother, — During the whole of the 11th the enemy 
attacked the town of Nogent. The Duke of Belluno had passed 
over to the rig^t bank with all his troops, and had left in the 
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town only 1200 men, under the oommand of General Bonrmont 
(This Bonrmont is the famous chief of the Ghouans ; I am ex- 
tremely pleased with him.) The enemy tried to enter in close 
oolmnns, and was shot down from the houses and barricades. In 
short, he was repulsed in three successive assaults, and lost, as 
was to be expected in such fighting, between 2000 and 3000 men. 
General Bonrmont was wounded, but in other respects our loss 
was slight. The enemy, enraged, then brought forward howitzers 
and set fire to the town, but with no effect ; and on the 12th, our 
men were ready to give the enemy a similar reception. It is said 
that General Schwartzenberg, with all his army, was watching 
this operation. I have heard nothing from Montereau since the 
11th. General Pajol was at Fossart, near Montereau. I have 
ordered the Duke of Reggio to proceed to Montereau with Bo- 
thenbourg's division and the 9th division from Spain. But this 
division, which was to have arrived on the 9th, was not here 
yesterday evening, the 10th. The Minister of War ought to 
know the cause. This division should be sent to Montereau. I 
ordered LevaPs division to join me; but as I do not want it, this 
has become a false march. By the return which General Ornano 
has sent to me, I see that the guard has 2000 cavalry and 8000 
infantry under arms, altogether 10,000 men, and 22 pieces of 
oannoD. I have ordered two more batteries to be added, so that 
they will have 32 pieces. 

The Minister of War writes reports and waits for my appro- 
bation before executing mj^ orders. This is not the way to act 
at this juncture ; it did very well when I was in Paris. You 
must immediately place at General Omano's disposal the two 
companies of artillery from Spain with 16 pieces of ordnance. 
They alone will form a good reserve corps. Let it march towards 
Fontainebleau. Generals Charpentier and Boyer should go with 
them. Some brigadier-generals will be required ; the Minister 
of War must appoint them. These troops, however, must not be 
sent to a distance from Paris ; instead of cantoning them on the 
roads to Meaux and Yillette, they must be placed near Gharen- 
ton, Yillejuif, and Essonne, and one division always kept in Paris. 
The Minister of War has also sent to me a report on the forma- 
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tion of two diTiflkms of reseire for the liiM; I hare not jet reii 
it with atteotion. The ehief tiiiiig is to act, and not to forget 
that with oonecripte it ia better to have battalione of only 800 
men than that they ehould be more nnmerooB. Send a courier 
to SoiBsons to obtain news of the enemy, and let the commandant 
of that town hold to the death ; for the enemy will be considerably 
embarrassed if he cannot enter Soissons. I do hot think that 
Schwartsenberg will entangle himself with Fontainebleam as loi^ 
as we remain masters of the bridge of Nogent The Aostrians 
are too well acquainted with my mode of action, uid bear its scan 
too deeply, to doubt that, if they soffer ns to retain possesaon of 
the bridge of Nogent, I shall foil npon their rear, as I did here. 

However, if the enemy were to bring together a considerable 
force and make a decided moTcment, I should desire the Ihike of 
Belluno to proceed from Nogent to Montereau to support the 
Dnke of Reggio. He will have orders to blow up the bridge of 
Nogent, and to leave on the opposite right bank troops sufficient 
to prevent the enemy from rebuilding it. I have not yet settled 
my plan of operations for to-day, but if it be necessary I shall 
march rapidly towards Montereau, accompanied by the Duke of 
Belluno's corps, the Duke of Reggio, and Omano's reserve, and 
my force will be strong enough to hold Schwartsenberg in check. 
I tremble lest those rascally Russians should retaliate by setting 
iGire to Fontainebleau. I hope in the course of the day to rebuild 
the bridge over the Mame at Gh&teau-Thierry ; I shall then fix 
my plans. What I hear from Sens proves that General Allix 
has repulsed the enemy ; he held his ground on the evening of 
the 11th. He had obliged the enemy to open trenches. All Uie 
cavalry whidi arrives from Spain ought to proceed, as I have 
already ordered, to Montereau, to be under the command of Gene^ 
ral Pajol and the Duke of Reggio. 

Q822.J Napoleon to Joseph. 

CJhiteau-Thleny, Feb. 18, 1814 

My Brother, — General Drouot tells me that he has distributed 
the 14th million. I have received your letter of the 12th at 
10 A-M. I enclose a letter from the Duke of Treviso ; you may 
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inaert an extract firom it in some of the smaller newspapers. Every- 
thing which I hear here proves to me more and more the extent 
of the enemy^s disaster. The inhabitants assure me that of that 
immense army not 12,000 came back. I hear nothing more of 
the 2nd division of the line. I told you to forward a division of 
the guard in the first place to Essonne ; those whom you have sent 
to Fontainebleau will do instead. I sent to you this morning my 
orderly officer, Gourgaud. If Soissons hold out, the enemy will 
be extremely embarrassed. They endeavoured to retreat upon 
Beims, and tried in vain to find a road. Whatever happens, 
dei^tch an officer to desire Berruyer to hold out. The bridge 
at Gh&teau-Thierry is not yet rebuilt. 

[828.] Napoleoh to Joseph, 

Chateaa-Tfaieny, Feb. 18, 1814, 8 p.k. 

My Brother, — The chief of the staff will communicate to you 
the dispositions which I have made for the defence of Montereau. 
As soon as you are acquainted with them, forward them by ex- 
press to the Duke of Beggio. You must send off immediately 
General Charpentier with two batteries of foot artillery, and a 
division of the guard consisting of 12 battalions. He may reach 
Essonne to-morrow. He will occupy Corbeil, La Fert^-Alais, 
and all the little bridges across the Essonne. You must give 
him 1000 horses belonging to the guard. The other division, 
also with 1000 horses, will be cantoned at Charenton and in 
Paris, and will hold themselves ready to take up a position on 
the Y^res, if it should be required. I do not know to what ex- 
tent your regiments of the line are organised. If you have a 
division ready, send it to Yilleneuve-sur-Seine, and let me know 
the state of the Paris reserve. It is probable that the news of 
the disasters of Sacken and of York may stop the enemy's move- 
ments. The police and the war-office should send agents to dis- 
cover the effect which has been produced upon them. All these 
divisions must be properly provided with artillery. I have just 
ordered the available part of the national guard, which is at 
Mcaux, to proceed to Montereau under the orders of the Duke 
of Taranto. 
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[824.] Napouboh to Joseph. 

From the Lumoron Farm, near Chatean-Thieny, 
Feb. 18, 1814 

Mj Brother, — ^I have seen the officer whom you sent to ma 
I am told that he is an excellent man, but he has neither the 
education nor the talents which ought to belong to your aide-de- 
oamp. He talked nothing but nonsense to me about Nogent and 
Provins. Yon should choose men of more acuteness, information, 
and oleyomess to be your aides-de-camp. This man, who was a 
yery good captain of grenadiers, would perhaps be useful at the 
head of a battalion. 



[825.] Mabib Louise to Joseph. 

Paris, Feb. 18, 1814 

My dear Brother, — I have received two letters from the 
Emperor: he is well He overtook yesterday and routed the 
rear-guard of the enemy, and General Sacken, who was in com- 
mand, was killed. If you have any further information, pray, 
my dear brother, pass it on to me. When I see you this morning, 
I shall ask you to help me to decipher my letters, for I am to put 
the Emperor's news into the ' Moniteur ' under the head of Paris. 
I entreat you to believe in my sincere friendship. 

[826.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Chateaa-Thierry, Feb. 14^ 1814, 8 ▲.]!. 

My Brother, — ^It is 3 o'clock in the morning. The Duke of 
Treviso crossed yesterday the bridge of Chd,teau-Thierry at 5 in 
the afternoon, and followed up the pursuit. The enemy became 
entangled in the cross-roads between this place and Beims, 
through F^re en Tardenois, and abandoned there the remainder 
of his carriages. The Duke of Kagusa was yesterday at Etoges, 
and fell back upon Fromentiers, on seeing Blucher, with, as he 
supposed, a superior force, ready to fall upon him. I am just start- 
^g) ^7 ^ o'clock I shall be there. I intend to attack the enemy, 
and I hope to beat him thoroughly in the course of the day, and 
thus destroy another of his corps; this corps seems to be Witt- 
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genstem's.* Am it appears that the enemy will not pass by 
Soissons, I have ordeiBd the Dnke of Treyiso, as soon as he has 
oovered the town, to withdraw some of the troops and national 
goards who are there, in order to reinforce his corps, leaving, 
however, a few troops to defend the town. Let the Minister of 
War order the fortifications of this important post to be gone on 
with. % 

I have received yoor undated letter, apparently of the 13th. 
Inspect the national guards ; hasten their preparations. I think 
that the MiniiBter of the Interior should send a oonseiller d'etat 
or some other official to report on the crimes committed by the 
enemy in the places which he has evacaated, and of the conduct 
of the inhabitants. His report should be inserted in the ' Moni- 
teur.' 

The Buke of Bellnno writes to me, dated yesterday, the 15th, 
at noon, that he has blown up the bridge of Nogent, and fallen 
back on Provins, to be nearer to Montereau. His motive was 
that he heard that the enemy was strengthening his forces to 
attack Montereau, and was threatening Paris from Fontainebleau. 
I have ordered the Duke of Taranto to proceed towards Mon- 
tereau with all his troops, which amount to more than 16,000 
men, including the national guard of Meaux. The Duke of 
Reggio ought to be there with General Rothenbourg's division 
and the 9th division from Spain, which, as the Minister of War 
assures me, arrived there on the 12th. 

The troops at Montereau may, therefore, be stated as follows : 
the Duke of Belluno, 10,000 infantry and 3000 cavahry, with 40 
pieces of cannon ; the Duke of Reggio, 15,000 in&ntry, includ- 
ing the division of the national guard of Montereau ; 4000 cavalry 
under Bourdesoulle and Roussel, and 50 pieces of cannon ; the 
Duke of Taranto 12,000 infantry, 3000 cavaby, and 40 pieces of 
cannon. Here, then, is a force of between 50,000 and 60,000 
men,t without including the Paris reserve. 

11^ as I hope, to-day turns out well, and I succeed in ridding 
myself of this corps, which I suppose to be Wittgenstein's from 

• It WM BlnebAi'i.— Tb. f 47,00a— Tb. 
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the Rhine, I may go immediately in peiwm to Ifontereaii, iinleaa 
the enemy should have ceased to act on the offendTe. 

Order the Minister of the Interior to have the bridge at 
Trilfort repaired in 24 hours, as well as that at La Ferte-aous- 
Jouarre. If the bridges cannot be repaired, let them maJkfi 
bridges of boats, so that I may be able to cross. Desire the 
Minister of War to send to La Ferte-sous-Jouarre a commandant 
with a battalion, and to send another to Meaux. Tell the 
Minister of the Interior to write to the Mayw of Meaux that I 
am not satisfied with the conduct of the inhabitants : they must 
behave so as not to oblige me to make examples. 



[827.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Montmfn^ Feb. 14. 1814 

My Brother, — It is 9 o^clock in the eyening. I write a 
line to acquunt you with the happy result of the battle of 
Yauchamps. 

Bldcher's head-quarters were at Vertus.* He had been joined 
by Kleist from Germany with 24 battalions, and by a new Russian 
corps of 12 battalions, in all 20,000 men, but was separated from 
the rest of his army. On the 13th he moved on Etoges and 
Champ- Aubert. The Duke of Ragusa retired without fighting. 
I left Gh&teau Thietry at 3 this morning, and reached Montmirail 
as the enemy was just at its gates. He took up his position at 
the village of Yauchamps. I beat him, took 8000 prisoners, 10 
colours, and three guns, and drove him back, fighting up to the 
gates of Etoges. His loss in killed and wounded must have been 
more than 4000 men. My killed and wounded were not 300. 

The means by which I obtained these great results were that 
he had little cavalry, while I had from 6000 to 8000, and very 
good, with which I kept outflanking and surrounding him ; and 
that he could use few of his guns, for fear of losing them, while 
I crushed him all day with grape-shot from 100 pieces of cannon. 
My three household squadrons covered themselves with glory. 

* A Tillage about half-way on the road between QiSlons and MontmimL 
— Ta. 
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I had tiiem always in hand, made ikem ohaTge repeatedly, and 
they took 1000 prisonenu I think that I mentioned to yoa 
yesterday that the Duke of Treyiso is closely pursuing the 
shattered remains of Sacken and York by the cross-road to 
Beims. 



[028. J Napoleon to Jofieni. 

Montmlrtll, Feb. 16, 1814, 8 a^h. 

My Brother,— I have received your letter of the 14th, which 
was brought to me by young Montesquiou. I shall start as soon 
as the day breaks, and I shall reach La Fert^-sous-Jouarre early 
with my guard ; thence I shall proceed in person towards Meaux« 
I cannot understand why the Duke of Reggio did not defend the 
bridge of Bray. 

Yesterday, the 14th, the Dukes of Belluno, Reggio, and Ta^ 
ranto were to join between Nangis and Ouignes. I have no 
doubt that I shall soon learn what has taken place* In the 
article which you will insert in the ' Moniteur ' on the battle of 
Yauchamps, you must mention as prisoners Prince Woronzow, 
Russian general of division, and a Russian brigadier-general. 
Their corps acted as rear^guard during the night, was charged 
and routed; 1200 prboners and four pieces of cannon were 
taken. 

It seems that the enemy's operations are confined to the right 
bank of the Seine. The cavalry from Spain might therefore 
have assembled at Fontainebleau ; as the bridges of Melun and 
Montereau are cut off, it can join us only by the bridge of Gorbeil. 
It appears that there still are 1000 men of the national guard of 
Montereau without arms, and that they are all in want of camp- 
utensils. Order them to be properly provided. Send General 
Radet^s gendarmes (which ought to reach Paris to-day) to meet 
the 7000 or 8000 prisoners who are about to start from hence. 
The peasants have picked up here on the battle-fields more than 
40,000 muskets, which the rapid movements of our troops pre- 
yented us from collecting. Perhi^ the national guard of Paris 
might obtain many of them by sending agents among the oonntry 
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people. As the enemy is nuuKBnmiig on the right bank of the 
Seine, and has partisans on the left bank, it is important to reiik> 
Ibroe the cordon which protects Paris <m that side. 



[829.] Natoucoit io Josbpu. 

La Fert^-aouWoiUffre, Febw IS, 1814^ S p jt^ 

My Brother, — ^Your letter of the 14th reached me at 5 o^clock. 
I am surprised that by that time yon had not received the courier 
whom the chief of the staff sent to you from the field of battle, 
at one in the afternoon. I shall be at Meaux early this evening 
with my guard. I do not know whether the whole of my foot^ 
guard will be able to get so jGeu*, but I hope that it will march beyond 
La Ferte this evening. It will be difficult therefore for the foot* 
guard to reach Guignes* before to-morrow afternoon. The wisest 
plan will bef to retire behind the Yeres, and to avoid engaging the 
enemy. If this position is such as to make it impossible for the 
enemy to attack the army to-morrow, it should remain there. If, 
on the contrary, an attack should be feared, the army, leaving a 
light corps to protect the road from Brie, might fall back upon 
Fontenay, on the road to Meaux, and meet me. The great park, 
after passing Brie-Comte-Robert, should move to the road between 
Fontenay and Paris. However, I shall probably before night 
receive news of the army, and I shall then give positive orders ; 
I shall be at Meaux this evening in person. At any rate I will 
not lose a moment in informing you of my intentions. I presume 
that the barricades towards the Jardin des Plantes are finished, 
and that you have placed there troops and guns. A commandant 
must also be appointed for BicStre, and a battalion and some guns 
placed there : this advanced post sweeps the whole road. If the 
enemy, notwithstanding the checks which he has ei^erienoed, 
should persist in his advance, which would probably occasion his 

* A village to ihe sontih of Meaux, between ParU and Sena. The Tbes 
rone to tlie north of Gnignes. — ^Tb. 

t This advice is given to the annj conristing of three corps, amounting in 
the whole to about 47,000 men, under the command of Ondinot, Victor, and 
Maodonald. Ni^leon was now marching to join this army.-^TR. 
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total mm, all our forces, artillery, infantry, and cavalry, shonld 
be brought together by the bridge of Gorbeil or by that of Ghoisy. 
These bridges must be held, not destroyed ; they are necessary to 
me in order to manosuTre on both banks ; for as soon as the 
enemy begins to retreat in good earnest I shall cross over to the 
other bank to pursue and to surround him. For this purpose I 
must use the bridges of Gorbeil and Ghoisy, as those of Melun 
and Montereau are destroyed* The Yeres has oyerflowed and is 
not fordable ; it will protect the army for at least three day& 
On the 17th I shall be ready to attack. 



[880.] Napoleon to Jobspb. 

Mmiix, Fob. 15| 1814, T F.ifc 

My Brother, — ^I have just arriFed ; my guard will be with 
the army to-morrow.* 

[ 831.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Meanz, Feb. 18, 1814 

My Brother, — It is useless to build a bridge at TilleneuYe- 
St-Oeorges, as that at Ghoisy will do for me : nor do we want a 
new bridge at Gharenton. A stone bridge fit to gallop over, and 
wide enough for two carriages abreast, is enough, especially as I 
have that of St. Maur. To build these new bridges would there- 
fore alarm Paris unnecessarily and occasion useless expense. 



[882.] Joseph TO Napoxa>9. 

Paris, F«bw Ifi, 1814 6 a.k. 

Sire, — General Bordesoulle has arrived with two letters which 
I send on. He says that it is absolutely necessary that your Majesty 
should determine which of the three marshals is to command. 
All are anxious to see your Majesty at their head ; they certainly 
will be attacked to-morrow, and they appear to have little confi- 
dence in one another. I am writing to the Minister of War to 
request him to send all the cavalry from the depot of Versailles, 

* The rest of the letter is scratdhed out — Ed. 
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that 18 disposable, towards Brie^omte-Robert. The Imperial 
guard which was in Paris will also take part in ibis decisive 
battle, so that if we are beaten I shall have no escori for the 
Empress and the Bang of Rome. No one doubts that yoor 
Majesty's presence would weigh immensely in our &?oar ; and 
as the safety of the capital, perhi^ of the empire, may depend 
on our success, I have no doubt that you will endeavour to reach 
this army, whatever be the state of thiugs on the Marne* 

[ 888.3 JoflBTH TO NAPOUEQN^ 

ParlSt Feb. IS, 1814, 10 ajl 

Sire, — I have no news of your Majesty, or of the Dukes of 
Beggio, Belluno, and Taranto, unoe your Majesty's last letter 
from the fi^d of Yattohamp& I have written to your Majesty in 
duplicate, and I wait in the utmost aoziety for your orders to the 
corps of the Dukes of Belluno, Reggio, and Taranto* 1 need noi 
say how indispensable your Majesty^s presence isy on the eve of a 
battle on which the fate of the empire may rest« 

I hear again from General Bordesoulle that the Dukes of 
Reggio and Belluno were to march at 9 last night towards the 
small river Y^res, resting their left on Remy and the forest of 
Gr€cy^ I requested Bordesoulle to entreat them merely to keep 
the enemy in cheok until the arrival of your Majesty. 

[ 884..] Napolxok to Joseeph. 

lifeaiut; Feb. 16v 1814^ 8 a.ic 

My Brother, — It is 8 o^clock ; I start for Ouignes^r I shall 
attack to-morrow. Send by diligences all the men belong^g to 
the old guard ; I hear that you have 800 of them in Paris^ 
Send also all the men of the old horse-guard to repair the losses 
which it has sustained^ The Duke of Trevisa is manoeuvring 
between Soissons and Reims^ Do not send any cavalry either to 
Rambouillet or to Chartres, but direet it all on Fontainebleau, 
As soon as I have accomplished my march, the enemy will disperse^ 
I missed yesterday a splendid opportunity : 6000 Bavarians were 
two leagues off f^om me, near Montmirail, in the cross-road. 
The enemy manoeuvres with Rich ignorance that I hope to do 
great things in the next few days. 
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[ 835«] Napoleov so JoflBPB. 

Ga]gDe^ Feb. 10, 1814, 4 p.h. 

Mj Brother, — I received your letter of to<[ay, 9 a. m. I 
reaohed this place at 3 in the afternoon* I shall put the army in 
motion immediately. It will take its position to-night, so as to 
reach Nangis by daybreak to-morrow* I riiall also haye Melon 
occupied^ and the bridge repaired* I have sent to know what is 
going on at Fontainebleau. If anything new had occurred there, 
yon would have heard of it and have let me know* Send all th« 
available cavalry to join us by Brie^Comte'Robert* I have 
ordered the parks to come back. The pr^fet of Melun was 
away; if he is in Paris, tell him to return to Melon directly* 
There are many national guards dispersed in different directions ; 
the Minister of War must make a return of them^ and let them 
all join and reinforce our army« There is no objection to your 
placing your aide-de-camp Lecapitaine in the young guard ; send 
him off immediately. 



[ S36.] 'SAeOLBOSl to JOSE^A* 

Oa1gDei>, Teh. 16, 1814, « p.m. 

My Brother ,-*-I have received your letter of the 16th, 11 
A<H. I think that no troops are wanted near Eambouillet* My 
present manoeuvre will recall all the enemy's parties. The Duke of 
Treviso has orders to watch Soissons and Reims* He has two 
divisions of cavalry and one of infantry* The Minister of War 
must write to him, and keep him informed as to aU the parties 
which approach Paris. The remounts at Versailles must be kept 
up as actively as possible* Recall the detachments from Ram- 
bouillet and keep them in reserve* They may be sent if neces- 
sary towards Soissons and Yillers-Gotterets* General Bom- 
browski, who is in the neighbourhood of Compi^gne, should 
remain there Let the Duke of Treviso know that General 
Dombrowski is under his orders* 
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[887.] NAVOUBcnr xo Joskfb. 

GoigiMii Felk IT, 1814, 4 jlx. 

Mj Brother, — ^I send to jou a report firom the Minister of 
War addressed to La Bouillerie. You will see by it that I have 
put two millions at the disposal of the Minister for the Adminis- 
tration of the War for the remounts at Yersailles, and that of 
these two millions 600,000 francs were paid before my departore; 
and yet they complain of want of money. It seems that the 
dep6t for remounts makes no progress. Make them give you an 
aoconnt of the horses which have been bought in the public 
markets and elsewhere. I wish to employ these two millions in 
remounts, but I want cavalry directly. It appears that up to the 
present time very few horses have been purchased. 

[ 888.1 Nafolboh to Josefh» 

Gnignee, Feb. 17, 1814, 6 a-ic 

My Brother, — The Duke of Treviso was yesterday eyening 
at Yillers-Cotterets. He tells me that the enemy have eyacuated 
Soissons, and recalled all the detachments which they had sent 
out in the direction of Gompi^gne. Their defeat has so terrified 
them, that the Duke of Treviso thinks that they are retreating as 
&8t as possible to the Ardennes. They have marched by Fismes ; * 
so you see that you are safe in that quarter. Write to the Min- 
ister of War to assist the Duke of Treviso's operations. On the 
evening of the 14th, at about 8 o'clock, the Duke of Bagusa at- 
tacked again the Russian army at Etoges, and did them much more 
harm than appears by the bulletin, as he took nine pieces of cannon, 
and left the field covered with dead. The enemies are extremely 
worn out and frightened. Collect all the scattered battalions. 

[889.] Napoleon xo Josbph. 

GaignM, Feb. 17, 1814, 6 a.jl 

My Brother, — Paris is no longer threatened on any side, since 
the Duke of Treviso is at Yillers-Ootterets. I do not approve 
of the Minister of War sending battalions to Meaux, Lagny, and 

« -On the road irom Soiasoiu to Beims. — Tb. 
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Other places ; he should keep all these resources to form the Ist 
and 2nd divisions of the Paris reserve. 

I see that the 1st brigade of the 1st division, under the com- 
mand of the Duke of Padua, is organised. I have ordered it to 
yilleneuve-St.-Georges. See that it is immediately provided with 
eight pieces of cannon. 

The Duke of Padua must establish his head-quarters at 
Yilleneuve to>day, and the brigade must have its artillery, as tho 
Duke of Padua may receive orders in the course of the day. 
The Duke of Padua must make sure that each soldier has his 
four packets of cartridges* The 2nd brigade ought to be formed 
immediately, and brought together, with its six pieces of artillery^ 
at Charenton. I wish it to be there to-morrow, ready for service* 
There is at Corbeil a battalion of the 65 tb, which may form part 
of this division. Other battalions may be collected, which have 
been improperly scattered. I have ordered General Charpentier 
to proceed to Melun, and from thence to Fontainebleau. I have 
desired General Boyer, who is at Charenton, to take General 
Charpentier 's place at Corbeil and Essonne. It is possible that 
I may give him definite orders to-morrow. Organise quickly, 
therefore, the. 2nd division of the Paris reserve. Once more, 
pray tell tbe Minister of War to make a return of all the detach- 
ments, and recall every one of them. Send off a battery of 
horse-artillery to join General Charpentier ; let it proceed along 
the right bank to Meauz. This battery may nearly reach Melun 
to-day. 



[840.3 Kafoleon to Josepb. 

Nangls, Feb. IT, 1814, Sfjk. 

My Brother, — I ordered 1000 muskets to be sent to-night 
from Yincennes to Brie-Comte-Robert for the national guard ; but 
as they were able to arm themselves on the field of battle, I think 
that the minister should desire these muskets to be returned to 
Paris. All this grand army, Austrian, Russian, Bavarian, and 
Wurtembergian, is reorossing the Seine in every direction, and 
with the utmost precipitation. By to-night there will probablj 
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be not 0D6 man left on this eide ; baitime, which k of the vtmoet 
importance to me, will be lost while I am repairing the bridge al 
Montereau. 



[ S41.] JoixpR TO NikPOLSoN. 

ParU,F6kl7,1814.10 

8ire^.-«I hiKve reeeived your Majesty's letter of yesterday, 6 
r.M. The national guard will escort the priscmers only within 
the walls of Paris. As up to this time it has been impossible to 
furnish it with muskets, it is irregularly armed ; and to have 
permitted sereral hundreds of the national guard to leave Paris 
would have hindered the equipment and arming of several thou- 
sands. The institution of the national guard has singularly 
quieted the public mind : it is likewise very useful as a municipal 
force ; but we should lose all these advantages if we treated it as 
a force capable of acting beyond the walls. My opinion is shared 
by all the higher authorities* 

[842.3 Kafoleoh fo JosttPH. 

Nangto, Fob. 18. 1814 

My Brotberj'^^Prinoe Schwartsenberg has at last shown signs 
of life. He has just sent a flag of truce to ask for a suspensicm 
of hostilities. It is hard to be dastardly to such a degree. He 
constantly, in the most insulting terms, rejected every species of 
suspension of arms or armistice ; and after the capitulation of 
Dantzic and that of Dresden he refused even to receive my flags 
of truce, a barbarity of which there are few examples in history. 
On the first repulse these wretches are on their knees. Happily 
the Prince of Schwartzenberg's aide-de-camp was not allowed to 
come within our posts. I received oDly his letter, which I shall 
answer at my leisure^ I shall not grant any armistice till I have 
clcdred my territory of them. From what I bear, the allies seem 
to have quite changed their minds. The Emperor of Russia, 
who, a few days ago, broke off the negotiations because he wished 
to impose upon France worse conditions than those of our ancient 
limits, wishes now to renew them ; and I hope that I may soon 
attain a peace rounded on the terms of Frankfort, which are the 
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lowest tliat I coald acoept with honoor.* Before I began my 
last operations, I offered to sign on the basis of the ancient limits, 
provided they would cease hostilities immediately. This proposal 
was made by the Duke of Vicenza on the 8th. They refused. 
They said that even the signature of preliminaries would not put 
a stop to hostilities ; that the war should last till all the articles 
of peace were signed. They have been punished for this incon- 
ceivable answer, and yesterday, on the 17th, asked for an armis- 
tice! 

You may well imagine that on the eve of a battlef which I 
was resolved to win, or to perish, when, if I failed, my capital 
was taken, I would have consented to anything rather than run 
so great a risk. I owed this sacrifice of my pride to my family 
and to my people. But since they refused these terms ; since the 
danger has been encountered ; since everything has returned to 
the ordinary risks of war ; since a defeat no longer exposes my 
capital; since all the chances are for me, the welfare of the 
empire and my own fame require me to make a real peace. If I 
had signed on the terms of the ancient limits, I should have 
rushed to arms in two years, and I should have told the nation 
that I had signed not a peace, but a capitulation. I could not 
say this in present circumstances, for, as fortune is again on my 
side, I can impose my own conditions. The enemy is in a very 
different position from that which he occupied when he made the 
Frankfort propositions ; he must now feel almost certain that few 
of his troops will recross the frontier. His cavalry is worn out 
and low; his infantry is exhausted by marches and counter- 
marches ; he has lost all heart. I hope, therefore, to make a 
peace such as will satisfy a reasonable man ; and I wish for no 
more than the conditions of Frankfort. Whisper that the enemy, 

* The terms ofiered by the allies from Frankfort were what the French 
have called the " natural limits ** of France, namely, the Alps, the Pyrenees, 
and the Rhine. 

The term " ancient limits ** signifies the frontier of France before 1789, and, 
witii slight modifications, her present frontier. — ^Tb. 

t Napoleon uses the word battle to signify his whole connected opexations 
against Blacher. — Tb. 
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finding hinuelf embarnu»ed, has asked for an armistioe, or a sofh 
pension of hostilities, which was ahenrd, as it would have deprived 
me of the frnit of my operations: add that this shows how 
tfaoronghlj he is disheartened. Do not let this be printed, bnt 
let it be repeated in every qoarter. 



[ 848. Joseph to Nafolbon. 

ParlB, Felk 18, 1814^ 11 p.k. 

Sire, — ^I have received the letter in which yonr Majesiy does 
me the honour of announcing to me the enemy's request for a sus- 
pension of hostilities, and your Majesty's determination to grant 
nothing until peace is signed. It is certain that they have been 
treating long enough to be ready to sign the preliminaries with- 
out delay ; and as they themselves proposed the Frankfort condi- 
tions before crossing the Rhine, those conditions may well be ac- 
cepted by both parties. With regard to your Majesty, it signifies 
little whether, at the time of signature, the enemy have recrossed 
the B.hine or not, if what he signs on this side of the river is what 
was proposed when he was on the other side. Such a signature 
will prove that he' was wrong in not adhering to the terms which 
he had been the first to offer, and I consider the honour of France 
secured by the signatures of the conditions proposed at Frankfort, 
whether they be signed here or there, provided that the natural 
limits be recognised. It is plain that the enemy, confused by 
your Majesty's manoeuvres, wishes for a suspension of hostilities 
to have time to look about him and to collect his scattered troops, 
and that your Majesty is right in refusing it. I have represented 
things as they really are ; and however eager, however devouring 
be the thirst for peace, every one will acknowledge the wisdom of 
your "Majesty's conduct in requiring the immediate signature of 
the peace which was offered by the enemy at Frankfort. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Thb letters contamed in this chapter extend from, the 19th to 
the 26th of February inclusive. During these seven days 
Napoleon made only three marches, from Montereau to Nogent, 
from Nogent to Gh&tres, and from Ch&tres to Troyes, and 
fought no battle, except a hot skirmish with Blilcher on the 
23rd at Mery, between Ch&tres and Troyes, which seems to have 
been an accident, neitheir party being aware of the neighbourhood 
of the ot^pr. 

His activity was probably relaxed by the prospect of peace, 
which at this time seemed not improbable, and might certainly 
have been attained if success had not raised his hopes and his 
demands, still more than &ilure depressed the allies. And the 
violent exertions of the previous nine days must have made some 
repose necessary. 



[844.] Nafolson to Joseph. 

Surville, opposite to Monterefto, Febw 19, 1814, 8 

My Brother, — I beat yesterday two divisions of the reserve 
under the Austrian General Bianchi, and the Wiirtemberg troops. 
Their loss in men was great; we took their colours, and from 
3000 to 4000 prisoners ; but the real subject of congratulation is, 
that I had the good fortune to carry the bridge before they could 
cut it. 

I have sent back the Duke of Belluno on account of his ex- 
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treme slowness and carelessness.* I am glad that 1200 horses have 
left the dep6t at YersaiUes. All the men belonging to the Ist 
cavalry corps, which is under the Duke of Ragusa, mnst be kept, 
as I intend them to remain on the Chalons road. They must all be 

sent from YersaiUes or f towards Meaux, to reinforce him. I 

think that yon were wrong in permitting the Danish officer % to 
communicate with his minister. You should have waited for my 
orders, and I should not have given them quickly. Even now I do 
not choose that he should go away without my express permissiou. 
I may keep him fi>r a long time. All the men belonging to the 
guard of honour, and to the 10th hussars, must be forwarded to 
Compi^gne to reinforce the Duke of Treviso^s corps. 

Sarville, 8 a.m. 

All the available soldiers of the old guard should be sent to 
the Duke of Treviso. Form a column of 1200 men, cavalry, in- 
fantry, and artillery, of the troops which belong to that Marshal, 
and send it to him. 



[846.] Nafolbon to Joseph. 

Ch&tenu de SarvlUe, Feb. 19, 1814, 9 p.ii. 

My Brother, — ^It has taken us the whole day to pass the hor- 
rible defile of Montereau. I have just thrown a bridge over the 
Seine, and another over the Yonne. General Roussel and his 

* The bridge alladed to was the bridge over the Seine at Montereau. Vic- 
tor had been ordered to seize it on the 17th, bnt had lost time in resting hia 
men, and had found it occupied by the Wiirtemberg troops. Napoleon ordered 
him to leave the army. Victor answered that he would carry a musket. 
Napoleon, relenting, gave him a command in the guard. In the attack on 
Montereau on the 18th, both Victor and Napoleon exposed themselves liko 
common soldiers. Napoleon resumed his earliest profession, and himself 
pointed many of his guns. — Tb. 

t Illegible.--ED. 

t Joseph had allowed a Dane, canying despatches firom his Court to the 
Danish Minister, to enter Paris, accompanied and watched by a Fxench 
Qflker.^-Xs. 
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earaliy, and Ckneral Q^nurd with th6 2nd oorps,* hsve reached 
Pont-sar-Yonne. General Alliz i0 on^his way to Nemoors ; Gen- 
eral Charpentier is at Montereao. I sappose that General Boyer 
will reach Meinn this cTening, with a division of the giliard, and 
that one of his hrigades will he at Fontainehleau. My advanced 
guard is at Bray. 

The Emperor of Russia and the King of Prussia were at 
Bray. As soon as they heard that I had forced the hridge of 
Montereau, they ran away as fiust as they could. Their whole 
army is terrified. The three sovereigns spent a few days at 
Pont, with Madame. They intended to reach Fontainehleau 
to-morrow, and in a very few days Paris : they cannot under- 
stand what is taking place. To-day we have snow, and the 
weather is rather severe. I am sending an article for the ^ Mo- 
niteur ' to the Empress, but you may put into the ' Moniteur,' 
as well as into the other newspapers, under the head of Provins, 
a notice of the precipitation with which the sovereigns quitted 
Bray. The Austrians protected my palace at Fontainehleau 
from the Cossacks. We have taken several convoys of baggage, 
and some carriages going towards Bray. Several hundred Cos- 
sacks have been taken in the forest of Fontainehleau. My ad- 
vanced guard will reach Bray to-morrow. 

Try to hasten the supplies of artillery horses. Ammunition 
must likewise be provided more quickly. They have only 
40,000 rounds more at Yincennes. What is that if I fight a 
great battle ? I shall consume between 80,000 and 100,000 I 
The Duke of Bagusa is at Montmirail ; the Duke of Treviso at 
Yillars-Cotterets ; General Grouchy is still at La Fert6-sous- 
Jouarre, with from 6000 to 7000 men. The Duke of Castiglione's 
corps must by this time amount to 15,000 men.t I conclude 
that he is about to march. Tell the minister to write to him 

♦ The corps whicli had been Victor'g. — Tr. 

t This aUodes to Angereaa's army at Lyons. — Tr. 

Angerean at this time, and for some days longer, may be said to have 
held in his hands the destinies of France. He disobeyed the repeated orders of 
die Emperor to attaek the enemy in flank, and maioh on Geneva. He was one 
of the caoses of the faQore of the campaign. — Ed, 



310 HOBPITAI. AOOOMMODATIOXr. Ckj«. TKSL 

again : it ia in bk power to do the enemy great harm. I eovld 
not be better pleased than I am with the sfurit both of the towns 
and of the oountrj, and in fact, of all mj people. I am mudi 
grieved at General Gh&teaa'a wonnd ; be was an officer of promise : 
I was told this morning that it was fatal, but this erening thej say 
that it is not. I am not satisfied with General Maison ; he gives 
no proof of the talents which I supposed him to possess. I have 
ordered him to collect the garrisons of the different places in 
Flanders ; to march towards Antwerp, and resome operations. 

[846.] JOSBFH TO Napolboh. 

Paris, Feb. 19, 1814. 

Sire, — The Minister for the Administration of War has 
informed your Majesty that the hospitals in Paris already con- 
tained more than .* The Minister of the interior proposes to 

make use of the " Invalides " for the reception of the sick, and 
to place the invalids in private houses. Others think rather of 
using the great Courbevoie barrack, which is nearly empty. The 
guard might select their conscripts at the Ecole Militaire, instead 
of, as at present, at Courbevoie. In my opinion, Sire, the " Inva- 
lides '' should not be touched. I see fewer objections to using the 
Courbevoie barrack. At any rate, I thought that I ought to ask 
your Majesty for orders. Letters from the South incline me to 
think that Lord Wellington is meditating an attack upon the 
army of Spain. Every person whom I have seen has spoken in 
terms of the highest praise of your Majesty's conduct in insisting 
on a speedy and .lasting peace, and refusing a suspension of hostil- 
ities, which would be employed by the enemy in assembling his 
troops, collecting his resources, and postponing peace indefinitely. 
I have sent an officer to obtain news of the Duke of Ragusa. 

[ 847.] Napoleon to Joseph 

Chateaa de BarTille, Feb. 20, 1814, 6 A.if. 

My Brother, — I do not approve of more than 12,000 sick and 
wounded being admitted into Paris. 12,000 more may easily be 

* Four or five lines almost obUtented, erideatlj relatiBg to the number of 
■iflk in the lio^iita]s.<— Ed. 
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diBtributed between YersailleB, Bonen, Evrenz, St Gennam, 
Ohartres, and other places. It is not adyisable to put too many 
nek in a large town. If hospital fever were to spread, it might 
destroy the population of Paris. You must not place the sick in 
fllanghter-hoiises. 



[848.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Nogent, FelK 90, 1814, 6 pjc 

My Brother, — I have jost reached Nogent. From Monterean 
the enemy fell back npon Troyes with the greater part of his army. 
He has been fortunate in a frost, which has enabled him to go 
across country, otherwise half of his baggage and artillery would 
have been taken. We are inconvenienced too by this severe frost. 
The enemy has committed crimes which cannot even be mentioned, at 
Montereau, Bray, and Nogent : they ought to be known in Paris. 
The Emperor of Austria has not left Troyes. From Bray the 
Emperor of Bussia has sent to mark his apartments at Fontaine- 
bleau. On the 18th he was forced to run away by the shortest 
road. 



[849.] Napolboh to Joseph. 

Nogent, Feb. 20, 1314, 9 pjl 

My Brother, — The Duke of Bassano will forward to you a 
copy of the proposals of the Allies. It will prove to you how out 
of place your sermons are, and that I do not require to be lectured 
into signing an honourable peace, if it be possible. I shall also 
send to you an intercepted letter from the Duke of Angouldme ; 
you will take advice as to whether printing it would produce a 
good effect upon Belgium. 

Adieu, dear friend, adieu. 

The Emperors had fixed their head-quarters at Fontainebleau 
for the 18th ; on that very day they were forced to quit Bray in 
desperate baste for Troyes, where the allied armies have taken 
refuge. 
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[850.] KiPOLBOir to Jo0icph. 

Kogent, Feb. fU 1S14. 

Mj Brother, — ^T<m need not be nneagy about Orleans or 
Montargia. The moTement whieh I am abont to make will 
draw off the enemj immediately; his different corps wiU be 
glad to be able to &11 back as soon as they can. I think that 
it would produce a good effect if the Empress were to write to 
the town of Orleans in nearly these terms : — ^' I hear that the 
town of Orleans is threatened by 1500 of the enemy's skir- 
midiers. What I the town of Orleans, which contains 40,000 
inhabitants, is afraid of 1500 horsemen! Where then is the 
energy of France ? Organise your natimial guard ; form a comr 
pany of gunners ; take from your own stables the horses whidi 
are required. I haYc ordered the Minister of War to fumieb 
you with 12 pieces of cannon and fiTC howitiers, to enable you to 
defend your town and your property. The enemy who ravages 
our country and plunders our towns is as implacable as he is faith- 
less. To arms then, inhabitants of Orleans ! and let your con- 
duct confirm the opinion which I have of you, and of the energy 
of the French nation 1 " 

Such letters, signed by the Empress, will be more effectiye 
than if they were signed by me. Let this letter be sent with 
one from the Minister of the Interior. The municipal autho- 
rities should meet to receive it, and then organize the national 
guard, form a company of gunners, prepare teams, and place 
the town in a state of defence. A deputation to the Empress 
should give an account of the measures which they have taken. 

The Duke of Treviso has cut the bridge at Soissons. The 
Minister of the Interior must write to Soissons to desire the 
national guard to be organised and the town placed in a state of 
defence. I think that the Empress should write to LiDe, Va- 
lenciennes, Cambrai, and to the other large towns on the 
northern frontier, in nearly the same terms as to the town of 
Orleans, varying the expressions according to circumstances, and 
the proofs which these towns gave of their zeal during former 
wars. These letters ought to be in the Empress's own handwrit- 
ing. I think also that a proclamation made by the Empress, aa 
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Regent, to Belgium, would be of lue. Thifl proclamation might 
be drawn up in the form of a letter addressed to the Mayor of 
Bmssels, the Mayors of Ghent, of Bruges, Mens, &c. The Em- 
press shoold acquaint them with my victories, and tell them that 
die Englifib wish to separate them firom France, and place them 
under the yoke of a prince who has always been hostile to their 
country and to their religion : and assure them that the enemy 
will soon find that no peace will be signed unless the natural lim- 
its of France are admitted. These letters to the mayors may be 
varied in iheir expressions so as to make as many different proo- 
lamatioiis. Write to Montargis and Nemours to form the national 
guard. Let the Minister of War send pikes ererywhere. Order 
the national guard of Beauvais to be organised, and above all take 
oare to let all this make a great noise in the newspapers. 

The enemies have committed all sorts of horrors in every 
direction. The Minister of War must send good reporters to 
the towns which they have occupied, to draw up narratives of 
the atrocities which have been committed. These reports are 
to be inserted in the ' Moniteur.' I wish also the towns of 
Nogent, Provins, Nangis, Bray, Montereau, Sens, Epemay, 
OhAteau-Thierry, Reims, Soissons, &c, to acquaint the munici- 
pality of Paris with all that they have suffered, and these letters 
to be placarded in every direction ; for, in short, one must not 
deceive oneself as to the fiict (and you ought to say so) that the 
Russians intended to sack and bum Pans. It is therefore the 
duty of the government to convince the inhabitants of this. I 
even think that it would be well if deputations from these towns 
oame to read their addresses to the conseil-g^neral of Paris. It 
can only do good if the Parisians hear on idl sides, — << It is you 
who were attacked ; it is you whom they intended to pillage." 

Put into the newspapers a detailed account of the noble con- 
duct of the brave Admiral Yerhuel,* and let it be known that 
the squadron and the key of Holland are still ours. Speak to 
tiie Mmister for Marine Affairs on the subject 

* TboBf^ d eoofto d by liia Dntcli saQors, he teized, with his French tmi^y^iiAf^ 
the fiart of the Hdder, apd held oat against the Prince of Ors^ge.-<«Ta. 
Vol. n.--l4 
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The Bake of Taranto's head-qnarten to-day are at 8t Martm 
de Bosnay and Bomilly. The adTanoed posts are at Gb&tres 
and H4ry. Gtoeral Gerard is at Sens, and his adyanoed posts 
at YilleneaTe-l'AroheT^ue. My bead-qnarters remain for to- 
day at Nogent The bridge is so broken that it will be very 
difficult to repair it. I have established a bridge of boats. The 
rente of the army will be in future by Nangis to Nogenl 



[851.] Nafoleok to Joseph. 

irogent, Felk SI, 1814 

My Brother, — These are my intentions with respect to the 
King of Westphalia. I allow him to wear the unifonn of 
the grenadier gAard, and I grant the same permission to all 
the French princes. (You will inform King Louis of this.) 
The king is to dismiss all his Westphalian household. They 
are firee either to return home or to stay in Franea The King 
will immediately propose for my approbation three or four Freneh 
aides-de-camp, one or two equerries, and one or two chamber- 
lains, all French, and two or three French ladies-in-waiting for 
the Queen. She will put 'off to some future time appointing 
her lady-in-waiting. All the Westphalian pages must be placed 
in the Lyc6es, and will wear the uniform of the Lyc^es. Th^ 
will be educated at my expense. One-third will be placed in the 
Lyc6es of Versailles, one-third in that of Bouen, and the remain- 
ing third in the Lyc6e of Paris. The King and Queen will then 
be presented to the Empress; and I authorise the King -to occu- 
py Cardinal Fesch's house (since it appears that it belongs to 
him), and to establish his household there. The King and Queen 
will continue to bear the title of King and Queen of Westphalia, 
but they are to have no Westphalians in their suite. 

[852.] JosBPH TO Napoleon. 

Pari^Feb.81,1814 

Sire, — The Empress held a council to-day to sottle the best 
plan for obtaining the 2000 horses for which your Majesty has 
asked the Minister of War. M. d'Hauteriye tells me that M. 
de St. Oharles has receiyed orders to join your Majesty's head- 
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qiuurten. Yon will find annexed a paper which will prove to 
your Majesty that it is useless to rely on the princes;* they will 
never be able to do anything for yon. The bulletin of to-day 
was not very well received ; some passages were interpreted as 
raising donbts as to the success of the negotiations. Every one 
agrees that yonr Majesty would have done wrong in granting a 
suspension of hostilities. Peace with the. natural limits is desired 
by all. No one now would accept the ancient limits. 

[858.] Joseph to Nafoleoit. 

Pari8» Feb. 22, 1814. 

Sire, — The annexed extract from a letter from M. Bastar- 
r^che of Bayonne, which has been forwarded to me by the Duke 
of Conegliauo will acquaint your Majesty with the state of the 
Duke of Dalmatia's army. The Ministers of the Interior and 
of the Police and the Arch- Chancellor have just left me ; they 
have given me a most deplorable picture of the state of things at 
Toulouse and Bourdeaux. The spirit of these towns is very un- 
fsAvourable ; a Bourbon appearing there would be well received. 
Your Majesty will be astonished at the behaviour of the Duke 
of Dalmatia, unless he retreated by your orders. He is the 
only man in authority whose intentions I could venture to 
suspect. 

Another report, which I annex (No. 2), lends some probabili- 
ty to a rumour, just communicated to me by the Minister, that 
the enemy has entered Amiens. The two ministers assured me 
that the Russian proclamations in favour of the Bourbons have 
found an echo. I suppose that we are on the eve of a battle. 
Whatever may be the result, the present state of things cannot 
last. The Ministers declare to me, in the presence of the Arch- 
Chancellor, that the administration is everywhere falling to 
pieces, that money is wanting, and that the system of requisition 
ends by alienating all hearts, and leaving the government to 
stand alone. However hard these truths may be, as they cannot 
reach your Majesty through your ministers, I fulfil without hesi- 
tation the painful duty of acquainting you with them. 

* I cannot explain this alliidon.— Tb. 
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[854.3 Joseph to Kafoukxzt. 

Ftila, Feh. 82, ISli. 

Sire, — I enclose the rough drafts of two letters which the 
Empress is ready to sign, should they meet with your Majesty's 
approbation. I have seen the Minister of the Interior: he is 
writing to yoor Majesty. The plan of sending deputations from 
the different towns to the Council-General of Paris seems to him 
to be open to some objections. I share in this opinion, and I am 
sure that, if your Majesly had time to think again on the subject, 
you would relinquish the idea. 

The Ministers and the Duke of Gonegliano are also of opin- 
ion that it would be impossible to double the national guard 
without changing its nature. Besides, there still remains the 
unconquerable difficulty of the want of arms. The Minister of 

War has been asked * As to the national guard, as it 

now stands, it is a safeguard against anarchy; it is well disposed ; 
it enters into the views of the goyemment ; it was electrified by 
the account of the prodigies which have been performed by your 
Majesty in such a short time; it wishes for peace to restore you 
to your capital ; its attachment for you is equal to its admiration. 
The capital shares in these opinions; but to say more, Sire, would 
be to deceive oneself as well as your Majesty. The people of 
Paris, hostile to the government a month ago, touched by your Ma- 
jesty's confidence in trusting your wife and your son to them, en- 
couraged and astonished by your Majesty's successes, are yet not 
in a state in which more than mere fidelity and obedience can be 
expected. They admire your genius, but they can be excited 
only by the hope of a speedy peace, and they are by no means 
inclined to oppose any effective resistance to a hostile army, or 
to send detachments of the national guard beyond the walls. 
This, Sire, is the exact truth. Your Majesty must not rely on 
an exertion greater than can fairly be expected from a popula- 
tion so disposed. 

* UlegiblB.— Ea 



fxB.1814 HAFOLEOBra OONFXDEETGE. 317 

[ 855.] NikPOLXOK TO JO8EFH. 

CbAtnot near Ubrj, Feb. 88, 1814, 2 t.il 

My Brother, — ^I liave received your letters of the 22nd.* I 
am sorry to see that yoa continue to conjure up phantoms. The 
greater number of the facts contained in your letters are untrue. 
The enemy is not at Amiens; the Duke of Dalmatia has not 
commenced his retjeat. It is an old story that the Comte d'Ar- 
tois is at Basle ; it is not certain, nor does it much signify, 
whether there be, or be not, 800 rebels in Le Comtat Venaissin : 
at all events, courage, patience, and presence of mind can over- 
come everything. But you will do nothing if you collect together 
all sorts of reports, and excite your imagination by working them 
up into striking pictures. Tou will be cowed and hopeless. 

My advanced guard by this time ought to have reached 
Troyes, where I shall be myself in two hours. The allies are 
retreating to yand(Buvre.t Prince Schwartzenberg has again 
asked for an armistice. He wishes commissioners from both 
parties to meet.| They seem to fear a general action and its 
consequences. Winzingerode, Sacken, York, and Blitcher have 
crossed the Aube, and are all to meet at YandoBuvre ; Marmont 
herefore has no one before him.^ 

I do not deny that the state of affairs is very serious. Do not 
fancy that I am ill-informed ; ministers generally want presence 
of mind. Placards of addresses from the different villages which 

* The two last letters.— -Tb. 

t A village onlthe cross-road between Troyes and Bar-snr-Anbe. — Tb. 

X They did meet ; Lamartine tells the story thus: — *' Napoleon appointed 
the village of Lnsigny, between VandoenTre and Troyes, as the scene. He 
sent thither one of his most brilliant officers, M. de. Flahanlt. General Dnoa 
represented Austria, General Schnwaloff Russia, and General Banch Pmssia; 
but the result was only some houra of oonversation.'* — Biitciredela Sedam-a- 
Hon, ToL i. pp. 113-126.— Tr. 

§ This was a mistake, as Napoleon found a few hours later. Blucher, who, 
after his defeat at Yauchamps, on the 14th, had recovered himself almost mi- 
raculously, was then at Mery, a few miles from Ch&tres, and on this rery day 
fought a sharp, indecisive action inih Napoleon. In llie ni^t of the 28id he 
maiohed nortinmd to attack Mannont at Steone. — Tml 
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have been invaded by the enemy will produce an excellent effect. 
There is no objection to the conncil of the mnnicipality of 'Pans 
reoeiying deputations and hearing what they have to say. Let 
their addresses be full of facts, and placard them immediately. 
The inhabitants of Paris will see that they are threatened with 
rape, pillage, and fire. As to the notion of doubling the national 
guard, as you disapprove of it, I give it up. If I had listened 
to the Ministers, I should not have formed a national guard, and 
I should have distrusted Paris. If skilful use be made of these 
addresses from the invaded towns, they will, I repeat, produce an 
excellent, and incalculable effect When the towns tell of aU 
the fine promises which the enemy made on arriving, and of his 
behaviour afterwards, it will rouse general indignation. , Give 
the greatest possible activity to the communication between 
Paris and the districts which have been occupied by the 
enemy. 

The placards may be headed thus : — 

^' The deputies of Sens were admitted to the sitting of the 
council of the municipality, and presented the following re- 
port, &c." 

This report must also be inserted in the newspapers. The 
result will be that fear will teach the Parisians what they have 
to do. 

I am badly served in the north. General Maison is a man 
of narrow understanding and of little energy. Let the Minister 
of War repeat the instructions to him to issue from the fortified 
places, and to attack the enemy by falling in detail upon his 
quarters. The Duke of Treviso must return to Chdteau- 
Thierry, to draw nearer to me, and to set the Duke of Kagusa 
free. 

I have written to the Duke of Castiglione. I have told the 
Empress to speak to liis wife. I think that you ought to speak 
to her also, and make the ladies of the court do the same. He 
must advance, take example by me, and do himself honour. 

The enemy sets fire to everything, and appears to have given 
ap all thoughts of Paris. The Prince of Schwartzenberg's aide- 
de-camp, Prince Lichtenstein, with whom I have just convened 
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for some time, let it drop that ihej were very much alarmed by 
this movement of the Duke of Gastiglione. I will send to you 
from Troyes the letter which I have written to the Emperor of 
Austria. 

WeU, we have thrown back the enemy's armies nearly to 
Langres. As I foretold, Montargis and Orleans are relieved; 
the Oossacks are flying as fast as they can in every direction. I 
have written to Borghese to order him to send 6000 men from 
his division to Ghamb^ry ; * let the Minister of War reiterate 
this order. Desire the Minister of War likewise to repeat 
to the Duke of Dalmatia the order not to retreat without fight- 
ing. 

[ 856.] Napoleon to Josepk. 

Fanbonrg des Noin, befbre Troyes, Feb. 88, 1814, 7 ajl 

My Brother, — I am at Troyes. The enemy besieges me 
with flags of truce demanding a suspension of hostilities. We 
shall perhaps settle upon granting one this morning ; but only 
if the negotiations at Ch&tillon proceed on the basis of the condi- 
tions of Frankfort. This evening all my troops will be at 
Ch&tillon-sur-Seine. 

I have had several cavalry actions ; I have taken 2000 pris- 
oners and 8 pieces of cannon. I have written to the Empress 
to fire a salute of 30 guns to celebrate not only these smaller 
successes, but also the deliverance of the capital of Champagne. 
I could have entered Troyes yesterday evening, but I must have 
sacrificed the town, the enemy insisting upon holding out in 
order to remove their baggage. If I had had 20 boats to eross 
the Seine where I wanted, the Austrian army would have ceased 
to exist : at any rate terror reigns in the ranks of the enemy. 

A few days ago they thought that I had no army ; now their 
imagination sticks at nothing : 300,000 or 400,000 men are not 
enough for them. They finncied that I had none but recruits ; 
they now say that I have collected all my veterans, and that my 

* To meet Angerean, wko was to haye marched fiom Lyoiu towazda Qe- 
neva, to cat off the commnnicationt of the a]]iea.-*TB. 
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unniefl oonnst of picked men; that the Frendi army is better 
than ever, &c See what is the effect of terror. The Parisiaa 
newspapers must confirm their fears. Newspapers are not 
history, any more than bulletins are history: one should ahrays 
persuade the enemy that one^s forces are immense. 

I do not agree with the remarks which have been made oa 
the communications between the country and Paris ; I wish mj 
orders on the subject to be executed. The Minister of the Inte- 
rior is a coward : he has absurd ideas about men. Neither he 
nor the Minister of Police knows more of France than I do of 
China. When the deputies from the country show the letters 
which they have received, the pr6fet must assemble the notables 
to hear them read. This is not a got-up thing nor an imposture : 
the enemy has committed such atrocities that the whole of France 
will be indignant. Here, on the spot, the most moderate people 
speak of them with rage. If the French were as contemptible 
as the Minister of the Interior believes them to be, I myself 
should blush to be a Frenchman. With regard to the project of 
doubling the national guard, I yield to your observations the 
more readily as the measure does not appear to be necessary. 

[857.} Nafoleow to Jobbpbl 

Troyes, Feb. SS, ISti, 4 pjk 

My Brother, — My troops have entered Bar-sur-Seine and 
YandcBUvre. It seems that the enemy is retreating towards 
Langres. General Bliicher^ after crossing the Aube and ad* 
vancing on Mdry, recrossed it yesterday the 24th, and marched 
upon Anglure with between 8000 and 10,000 men, the remainder 
of the corps which he commanded.* The Duke of BAgusa recon- 
noitred him yesterday, the 24th, but waa not strong enough to 

* Nnpoleoxiy fatallj for himself^ miscateulated the force of Bliicber. Baron 
ton Muffling ' shows that Bliicher's army, at this instant, consisted of 58,000 
men. He estimates the allied grand army at 71,000, and the army nnder 
Napoleon at Troyes at 62^000. It is not probable that Marmont thought of 
attacking Bliicher. — Tb. 
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attack liim. Tbe Duke of Padua is at Nogent ; the Duke of 
BelluDo at M^rj. As soon as I see what BlQcher intends to do^ 
I shall try to Ml upon his rear and to cnt him ofL 

I have written to the Minister of War that General Maison 
does not know what he is about; that he ought to march out of 
his fortresses, collect all the garrisons of Antwerp, dtc., and fall 
npon the rear of the enemy. 

I have told the Minister of War to transmit similar orders to 
the commandant of Metz. He should also try to convey orders 
to the same effect to Mayence, where the commandant has 
allowed himself to be blockaded by a mob. The commissioners 
discussing the armistice are still sitting at Lusigny. It is said that 
the Crown-Prince of Sweden is at Cologne. Could you not, on 
your own responsibility, send some one to make him sensible of 
his folly, and persuade him to alter his conduct? Try, bat do 
not implicate me. 

[ 868il J06BPH TO NAPOLiBcnr* 

Pflrte, 7eb. 2^ 1814 

Sire,— I regret that I have to report to you that there is a 
perceptible diminution in the arrival of conscripts. The imperial 
guard has receiyed 2236 between the 17th {tnd 2drd instant in- 
elusive. Yesterday it was joined by only 95. The line has re- 
ceived, between the 17 th and 22nd inclusive, only 601 On the 
23rd only 25 arrived. By the line I mean the general dep6t of 
Paris, under the inspection of General Fririon. 



[869.] KiJPouEON TO Joseph* 

Trojfli^ Feb. 98,1814 

My Brother,'-^It seems that the allies have not yet ratified 
the treaty with the King of Naples.* Despatch by a courier, 
with the utmost haste, a letter to the King, in which you will 
frankly point out to him the iniquity of his conduct, offering to 

* The treaty by which Murat joined the coalition, and Austria in retnin 
guanmteed to him lihe throne of Naples, was dated the 11th of Jannaxy, 
1814— Tb. 

Vol. XL— 14* 
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mediate for him if he will Fetam to his duties. Tell him that 
this is his only hope ; that if he take any other course he must be 
destroyed either by France or by the allies. I need not point out 
all that you may say. Even the English do not recognise him as 
king. There is still time to save Italy and to replace the Viceroy 
on the Adige. Write also to the Queen on her ingratitude, which 
revolts even the allies. Say that, as no battle has yet taken place 
between the French and Neapolitan troops, all may be arranged ; 
but there is not a moment to lose. As Senator Fouch6* is still 
in those parts, you may write to him to converse with your mes- 
senger on these subjects* 

[860.] Joseph to Muiut. 

Pails Feb. 28, 1814 

My dear Brother,^-! sent long ago an answer to the letter 
which you had the kindness to write to me on the Slst of De- 
cember. 

I find that it has not reached you, and I am anxious to atone 
for my apparent neglect, and to repeat to you my gratitude for all 
the friendliness and affection contained in your letter. This was 
the only subject of my answer ; but I now think it my duty both 
towards you and towards your family, to express to you my opin- 
ions and my feedings on the grave circumstances in which we are 
placed. I will not enter into political discussions, but what strikes 
me, as well as every other Frenchman, is that it is impossible that 
you should be happy if France is miserable, or if you are her 
enemy. I am either mistaken in your character, or you will 
never be able to play the hateful part of an enemy to the very 
country to which you owe your glory. You are too good and too 
honest not to lament during the whole of the remainder of your 
life any success opposed to the welfare of France. 

Moreover the fact is that in the long run you have nothing to 
hope either from the English or from the allies ; your head there- 
fore may follow the suggestions of your heart : it is not too late, 

* Fonohd, then at Rome and in disgrace, is said to have gtven Mont ad- 
vice nnfayorable to Napoleon. — ^Tb. 
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siiice no battle as yet has been fongbt. I shall esteem myself 
doubly fortunate if I can restore the good understanding which 
ought alvays to subsist between the Emperor and yourself, for the 
sake of France, of your subjects, and of our family. I entreat 
you therefore to place me in a position to prove to you, at this 
crisis of your fate, that I am really your friend. 

I have conversed frequently with M. Faypoult, who possesses 
all my confidence, and who deserves yours. I hope that you will 
place sufficient reliance in him to trust him with your wishes, and 
that you will empower me to attain the end which we ought both 
of us to desire. . . . Among those who serve you how few there are 
whose interests are the same as your own ! Look closely into 
them, and you will see how little they deserve to be trusted. The 
enemies of France and the enemies of the Emperor are your 
enemies. 



[ 861.] Nafolbov to Josbfb. 

Troyes, Feb. 2ft, 1814, 6 p.m. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 25th, 9 p.m. 

The Austrian commandant of Ch&tillon-sur-Seine quitted the 
town yesterday. I have ordered the duty to be performed by the 
national guard of Ch&tillon, not choosing to place there troops of 
the line, as it would have been a waste of two battalions, added to 
which, in honour of the Congress, they must have been grenadiers. 
In the mean while the Congress is in our hands, which proves how 
completely the plans of the enemy have been frustrated. Lord 
Castlereagh asked if he were safe, considering that he is not ac- 
tually an ambassador ; of course there can be no question : all 
that appertains, directly or indirectly, to the Congress, is pro- 
tected by the law of nations. Our troops were to enter Bar-sur- 
Aube this evening. Guns were heard yesterday in the direction 
of Suzanne : it seems that Blficher, who was slightly wounded in 
the action at M^ry, is manoeuvring there. The Prince of Moskowa 
has crossed the Aube at Arcis, in order to fall upon his rear. 
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CHAPTEB XXin. 

Thb letters contadned in this chapter extend from the 27th of 
Febmarj to the 10th of April, 1814. 

This was the third act of the tragedy of 1814. 

No portion of Napoleon's military life, except perhaps his first 
Italian campaign^ has been so praised as the eampaign of 1814^ 
The portion of it to which the letters in the last chapter relate 
deserves all the admiration which it has received. Nothing conld 
be more masterly than the vigour, the precision, and the force of 
the blows with which in ten days he drove back and broke 
BlOcher to the north of Paris, and Schwartscnberg to the east. 
But all the remainder of his operations were nnsucces^ol, and, if 
an unprofessional writer may venture to criticise so greet a genc' 
ral, unskilfiiL His attempt at the beginning of the campaign to 
prevent the junction of Bldcher and ScLwartzenberg failed. The 
battle of Brienne was undecisive ; in that of La Bothiere he 
was beaten. And although the destruction of the allies in those 
two battles probably exceeded that of the French, yet the loss of 
5000 men to Napoleon was more iojurioits than that of 10,000 to 
his enemy. 

The success, the skill, -and the decision of Napoleon in the 
last part of the campaign may be estimated from the following 
summary : 

On the 27th of February Napoleon broke up from Troyes and 
marched northward to attack Bliicher, leaving Oudinot and 
Gerard in Bar-snr-^ube to keep Sohwartzenberg in check* 

On the 28th he was at Suzanne. 



On the Ist of March at Jovanre. 

On the 2nd at Jouarre. 

On the 3f d at La Fert^HMng'Jonarre, where he crossed the 
Mame : in the mean time Oudinot and O^rard had been driveii 
out of BarHnr-Aube, and Schwartienberg entered Troyes on 
(he 4th. 

On the 4ih of March Napoleon was at Fismes. Bliicher's 
army had retreated before him with some loss, and Napoleon bO' 
liered that Marmont was before it at Soissons, and that it might 
be attacked from the front as well as from the rear. Soiesons, 
howeyer, had surrendered on the 2nd, and BlQcher had passed 
through it on his march to the strong position of Laon. 

The 5th Ni^leon remained at Fismes. He ordered a levis 
tn masse. 

On the 6th he crossed the Aisne at Bery-le-BaO; having fidled 
in an attack on Soissons. 

On the 7th he attacked Blucher at Craonne. The loss on 
each side was great : the only result was that Blilcher retreated a 
few miles to Laon. 

On the 8th, 9th, and 10th he attacked Blucher in the for- 
midable position of Laon, was repulsed, and retreated to Oha- 
Tignon^ 

He slept on the 10th at Charignon. 

On the 12th at Soissons. 

On the 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th at Beims. 

The attack on Blucher had &iled, except in driving him back 
to Laon ; and Schwartsenberg had established himself within four 
days' march of Paris. 

Napolecm now thought it time to turn on Schwartzenberg. He 
marched 

On the 17th to £pemay ; 

On the 18ih to F^re-Champenoise ; 
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On tlie 19th to Planoj-on^tha^Aabo ; and 

On the 20th to Arcia-sor-Aabe. 

Here he was attacked by Schwartienbeig, whom his advance 
had, as he expected, recalled from Troyes^ and repelled the attack 
with difficulty, and with the boldeet peraopal exposure. 

On the 2l8t he left Arcia. Between him and Paris were 
Bliicher and Schwartienbezg. Instead of attacking either, he 
turned to the north-east towards Loxembnrg or Loiraine. 

On the 22d he was at Olcomte on the road to Yitry, which 
was held by the allies. He sommoned in Tain ihe commandant 
to^nrrender it, and 

On the 2drd reached St. Diner. 

On the 24th and 25th, he remained at Donlevent, in the nei^ 
boorhood of St Dizier. 

On the 26th he returned to St Dizier, and skirmished, withr 
out much result, with the corps of Winzingerode ; which had been 
left to watch him. 

On the 27th he made another unsuccessful attempt to frighten 
the Prussian commandant of Yitry into a surrender, and then 
fell again on Winzingerode, and beat him. 

On the 28th his advanced guard had proceeded a further 
march to the eastward, and reached Bar-le-Duc in Lorraine. 

It is supposed that on that day he heard that the allied armies, 
having left only Winzingerode's corps to watch him, were march- 
ing direct on Paria 

He returned to Doulevent, and 

On the 29th reached Troyes, having mardied 50 miles* in 
one day. 

On the 80th he started from Troyes early in the morning with 
what remained of his guard, left th^n behind him at the first 
station, and in a light carriage, with Berthier and Caulincourt by 
his side, passed through Sens at nddnight, where he ordered rations 
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to be prepared for 150,000 men, who, as he said, were following 
him, and reached the post*hoase of La Conr de France, about 10 
mileB from Paris, at about four in the morning of the 81st. 

On that morning the allies entered Paris. 
Now, if one of the Marshals had been in command, — if he had 
had to report that such had been the employment of the last arm j, 
and the last month, of the empire, — what would have been the 
storm of reproach and invective with which he would have been 
assailed by Napoleon 1 

The ill-success of the first fortnight may be excused. In his 
desperate state Napoleon was forced to run great risks, and the 
defeat of Bliicher would have been a glorious prize. But from 
the time that he marched eastward, to the rear of Schwartzen- 
berg, he seems to have wandered without any definite plan, at 
least without any definite military plan. He relied on the terror 
of his name. He had so often repeated that ^' in war moral force 
is everything,*' that he seems to have believed it to be literally 
true. He believed that all the armies that were advancing on 
Paris would turn back as soon as they found that he was in their 
rear, and would follow him till he could be succoured by his gar- 
risons on the Bhine. In this expectation he marched and coun- 
termarched, approached Yitry on the 22nd, was in St. Dizier on 
the 23rd, left it on the 24th, returned to it on the 26th, tried 
Yitry again on the 27th, and awoke from his dream on the 28th 
to find that, while he was in Lorraine, the allies were within a 
march of Paris. 

There is a wonderful resemblance between the conduct of 
Napoleon at the close of his struggle against the allies and that 
of Tumus, when, in the last battle before his capital, he left its 
front unprotected in order to fall on the rear of the invaders : — 
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InlevM eztmno bdktor in wMpian Tnxinis 
Palantet sequitor panooA, jam s^gnior, atqne 
Jam minna atque minus snccessn Istns eqaatimi« 
Attnlit hnno flli oncia tarroitbiis mora 
Commixtam damorem, axractaaqae Impiilit anna 
ConfnUB Bonna urbis et iUsBtabile mumur. 
-^^^-^-^— ^— Medios volat ecce per hoatea* 
Veetoa equo apamante Saoaa, adTena iagitt4 
Sancius ora| mitque imploranB nomine Tnmmn-'-* 
** Tmne in te snprema salna, miserere tuomm, 
Soli pro portes Measapiu et acer Atinas 
Snatentant aciem. Circom hoe ntrinqoe p ji a la ng ea 
Stant dense strictisqiie seges mncronibus horret 
Fexiea, tu emrum deterlo m granmM venat,* 



[863.] NAPOuDoir 10 JottFfl. 

Troyci^ Feb. S7, 1S14, ▲.]£ 

My Brother, — ^I anr moying to Arcis-sur-Aube to attack the 
corps which' is advancing on La Ferte^Gaucher. The greater part 
of the army remains at Bar-sur-Aube. 



[863.] NikPOLBON TO Joseph. 

Ards-snr-Aabe, Feb. 27, 1814, 5 p.ii. 

My Brother, — I am at Arcis. I intend to sleep at Herbisse ; 
to-morrow at 9 a.m. I shall reach La F^re-Ghampenoise ; thence, 
according to circumstances, I shall march either on S^sanne or on 
La Ferte-Gancher. I shall thus be in the rear of the whole of 
the enemy's army. Give notice of this to the Duke of Ragosa, 
who to-day, the 27th, ought to be between La Fert^-Gaucher and 
La Fert4-sous- Jouarre. The Duke of Treviso sends me word that 
he was to join him yesterday evening, the 26th \ that they are 
pressing on the enemy, and preventing him from turning upon me 
with his whole force. As your courier may be captured, Jwrite in 
cipher, and select an intelligent man who will carry your orders 
in his head. I hope that my courier will reach you to-morrow 
before 3 a.m., and that the Duke of Bagusa will receive your let- 
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ter before nine o'clock. The main body of tibie Austrian army 
continaes to retreat npon Langres. I have recalled none of 
my troops from Bar-snr-Anbe. 

I have received some engravings of the King of Rome. I 
wish yon to change the inscription, '^ May Ood watch over my 
Father and France," to this, ^' I pray to God for my Father and 
for France;" it is simpler. I also wish some copies to be 
struck off representing the King in the uniform of the National 
Guard. 



[864.] Kafolbon to Joseph. 

HerbfMC, Feb. 28, 1814, t 

My Brother, — To-day I shall be near La Fert6-Gaucher. 
Tell the Dukes of Bagusa and Treviso that they may manoeuvre 
accordingly. 

[866.] Napouhhi to Josbph. 

Sdzann^ Feb. 28, 1814, $ r.x. 

My Brother, — The Prince of Moscow is by this time half- 
way to La Fert^Gaucher, which we shall reach to-morrow in good 
time. A division of Cossacks and of light troops under Teten- 
bom were driven out of La Fdre-Champenoise. The Duke of 
Bagusa ought to know this. Write to him. If the enemy 
have taken up his position at La Fert^-Gaucher, we shall attack 
him to-morrow ; the marshals must, therefore, act with a view 
to this. 



[ 866.] Joseph to Nafoubon 

Plili, Feb. 28; 1814 

Sire, — The Duke of Bagusa has sent word to-day to the 
Minister of War that a superior force of the enemy advancing 
from Beims has forced him to retreat on Jouarre, whence he goes 
on this morning to Meaux. The Duke of Treviso has joined him, 
and does the same. 

The Duke of Bagusa believes that the enemy is marching* on 
Paris : he implores reinforcements, and I have little to give. 
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I am preparing to guard the bridges of Lagny, St Maor, and 
Oharenton, and to form a small reserve. 



[867.] Napolboh to Joseph. 

Joaarre^ litreh 1, 1814 S fjl 

My Brother, — ^Yoor three letters of the 28th reached me at 
9 A.1C., at noon, and at 1 f.k. 

I have not yet communicated with the Duke of Ragusa, and 
know nothing of the events of yesterday. I am at Jooarre ; I 
have taken La Fert^sous- Jouarre, and at the same time I cut off 
the bridges which the enemy had placed across the Mame. I 
captured some baggage, and took between 300 and 400 prisoners. 
The whole of the enemy's army is thrown upon the right bank of 
the Mame. By PrdvaPs report I see that the Poles are to start 
to«morrow, the 2nd : send them to La Fert^-sous- Jouarre. Order 
all the cavalry which is on its way to the Duke of Ragusa, and 
which does not belong to him (that is to say, to the 1st cavalry 
corps), to proceed to Meauz ; I ehaXL then send them to their dif- 
ferent corps, for the great thing is to keep all the cavalry to- 
gether. Let me have a return of the troops at St. Maur and at 
Lagny. Besides the 600 Poles who are coming, 1200 more ought 
to be ready ; they are my Cossacks. I wish them to start soon. 

General * has obtained from me a decree, putting 

150,000 francs, which were in General Dombrowski's chest, at the 
disposal of his regiment. Write to General Pr^val to watch this 
operation, and let these men join me without delay. I have left 
the Duke of Tarento, the Duke of Reggio, and General Gerard 
upon the Aube, between Bar-sur-Aube and Vandoeuvre. I have 
placed General Sebastiani in Troyes as governor. Send an officer 
to find out what is going on th^re. It seems to me that General 
Omano is not sufficiently active in re-organising the cavalry of 
my guard. He has 2200 men ready and 1400 horses ; why has 
he not as many more in preparation ? Let him bestir himself a 
little more, for I am anxious to keep at a high complement the 
cavalry of my guard, as in these forced marches many men are 

* I]legible.»£D. 
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lost In all the reports which have reached me of conTersations 
among the officers in Blvicher's army, he is spoken of as a mad- 
man, and his manoenyre blamed. The express which should have 
left Paris yesterday morning with my newspapers has not yet 
arrived. 



[868.] Napoleok to Josxfh. 

Jboanei March S, 1814 

My Brother, — On the receipt of the present letter I wish you 
to call together, in presence of the Regent, the high dignitaries, 
my ministers, and the President of my Conseil d'Etat, and to read 
to them the note of the allies, containing their proposals; my 
letter to the Emperor of Austria ; the letter from Prince Schwartz- 
enberg to the chief of the staff, with his answer ; and the draft 
of a note which I have just dictated to be presented by the Duke 
of Yieenza to the Congress ; in short, the different papers which 
give information as to the state of the negotiation for the armis- 
tice, — ^in order that the proper councillors of my government may 
know how the question stands. The Duke of Cadore will take 
down all that each of them says. I do not ask for formal advice, 
but I wish to know different people's impressions. 



[869.] Napoi^ok to Joseph. 

La F6rte4oiifl-Joiiarre, Mnreh 2, 1814, pjl 

My Brother, — ^Up to this time nothing has reached La Fert6 
firpm Paris through Meaux, yet I despatched to you yesterday 
evening a courier by the direct road. Desire Lavalette to regu- 
late the posts properly. The bridge of La Fertd will be repaired 
this evening. At midnight I shall be in pursuit of. the enemy ; it 
is said that his movements are considerably embarrassed by the 
mud. We may possibly meet with great success. I have ordered 
Prince Borghese, through the minister of war, to send from 6000 
to 8000 men, with horse artillery, to Ghamb^ry : repeat this order. 
Converse sometimes with the Ministers of War and of the Inte- 
rior. I think that Ganiheaume should be recalled ; he is a pessi- 
mist The National Ouard of Toulon alone would render what 
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he fean improbable,* still more the addition of 8000 or 10,000 
men from the aqiuuiroii. Reiterate the order for all the diapoea* 
ble men in the 7th and 8th divisioDB to repur to Ljcma ; it is there 
that troops are required. I have desired that the pontoon-train, 
which, as I hear, left Paris to-day, may travel night and day till it 
reaches me— it is my greatest want. If I had had one at M^ry I 
should have cut to pieces Sohwartzenberg^s army, and this morn- 
ing I should have destroyed Binoher. I am preparing to carry 
the war into Lorraine,! where I shall collect all the troops which 
are in garrison on the Mense and the Rhine. Th^e are many 
soldiers in Paris; I see in the return that there sre a number 
ready for service. Why are they not sent off? — ^more activity is 
required. It is necessary to organise as soon as possible the 4th 
provbional division of the guard, to remount 2000 cavalry, and to 
form the 4th diviai<m of the line, in order that you may always 
have troops at hand in Paris. 

[870.] Joseph to Napoleoh. 

Parte, Varcb 2, 1814, 6 p.k. 

Sire, — ^We hear to-day that the commissioners for the armis- 
tice have separated. The ministers held a council to-day. It 
seems that, in every respect, we are at the end of our resources. 
I have sent 700 men to Lsgny. They are old soldiers picked up 
in the hospitals, left when Laval's division marched. They are 
to join their corps. 

[871.] Joseph to Napolboit. 

Ptfls, Mardi 8, 1614, S a.il 

Sire, — ^I have received your letter from La Fert^-sous- 
Jouarre^ dated on the evening of the 2nd of March. I have 

* Napoleon alltides to the fean expressed by Admiral Gantheaume and 
Mass^na of the English effecting a landing at Tonlon, where Gantheanme 
Opmmanded the fleet and Mass^na the district. — ^EU>. 

t This Is the first notice of the march on the rear of the allies, leaving them 

between himself and Pails, which Napoleon effected three weeks afterwards. 
— Tn. 
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desired M. Lavalette to send his oonrien by the most direct road. 
I have written to the minister to remind Prinee Borghese' to send 
troops to Chamb^ry. He tells me that this order has been 
executed ; and with respect to placing a proper garrison in Alex- 
andria, that the order was despatched long ago. I have sent to 
ask if the pontoon-train has started. I was not aware that one 
was to be sent. If what we hear of Schwarteenberg's movements 
be tme, it seems to me that it will be difficult for jour Majesty to 
quit the neighbourhood of Paris. General Hullin has no soldiers 
who can be sent out of Paris, unless the veterans are included. 
I have already written to your Majesty that, in order to form the 
4th provisional division of the guard, we want conscripts, arm% 
and money. It shall be formed as soon as we have men and 
arms, if your Majesty consents to the distribution of the 17th 
million. To mount 2000 men, it would be necessary to begin to 
roend an 18th million. With regard to the 4th division of the 
line, similar obstacles exist ; they shall be surmounted as quickly 
as possible. Until the division of the guard is formed, that of 
the line cannot be, as the guard, anxious to fill up its ranks 
speedily, spares few men to the line. I have not yet received the 
papers relating to the negotiation, which your Majesty has desired 
me to read. 



[872.] NApoiiSOir to Joseph. 

La FertS-sons-JonATre, March 8, 1814 

My Brother, — The cavalry has been filing off since 10 o'clock 
this morning. By this time it must have reached the parks of 
artillery. I go myself to Montreuil.* One of our columns has 
gone to Gh^teaU'Thierry to repair the bridge. I have heard 
nothing to-night from the Duke of Bagusa. I think that we 
shall have news from him before long. Yesterday evening he was 
in the neighbourhood of Gesvre and Crouy.f The enemy was 
yesterday opposite to MareuiL 

* A viUage three or foar miks firom La-Fert6-Boa»Jouaire, on the road to 
Ch^fta-Thien7.--TB. 

t Five or an miloB to the north of Means. — ^Tb. 
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P. 8. — Send some officers to Tioyee to learn what is goii^ en. 
The papers which were mentioned in last night's despatdkes are 
annexed. There are six. 



[878.] Nafoueoit to Jobefh. 

Bem, March 4, 1814. 

My Brother, — The prefect of Melon's news is false.* Desire 
Count Lavalette to pnnish his agents who spread such mischierons 
reports. In fact, Bar-sur-Anbe was not a position which could be 
held. It was necessary either to advance or to retreat. In con- • 
sequence of my manoeuvre on the Mame, it was advisable to re- 
treat. We had an action in which we lost from 700 to 800 men ; 
but our enemy's loss was double, and we did not evacuate the 
town till night. There are more than 3000 unattached men in 
Paris ; but Oeneral Hullin is by no means active in filling up his 
cadres. Tou should appoint a general who has no other dutj. 
The 2nd division of reserve ought to have been ready, and to have 
marched to Meaux to the assistance of the Duke of Ragusa. I " 
say again, all these men are scattered among the five battalions 
which are in the 1st military division. Desire the minister for 
Marine Affairs to answer Admiral Yerhuel that he is to hold out 
to the last gasp ; that the loss of two frigates and 500 or (KM) men 
is not to be thought of in comparison with the advantage of keep- 
ing for five or six months Holland in blockade, by holding Fort 
Lasalle. 



[874.] Napolboit to Joseph. 

Flames, March 4^ 1814. 

My Brother, — ^I have reached Fismes. The enemy has been 
driven back in every direction. We have taken 2000 prisoners, 
and between 400 and 500 baggage and anmiunition carts. The 
Duke of Bagusa must be at Soissons, and my skirmishers before 
Beims. The enemy seems to be moving towards Laon and 

* It does not appear what this news was. Ondinot and GrSrard were 
dxiyen out of Bar-snr-Aabe hj Sohwartzenbeig on the 27th of Febroaiy. 
— .Tb. 
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Avemes , he is in the greatest confiisioiL He has sostained an 
immense loss in men, horses, and carriages. 

Send one of your officers to Troyes, to tell the Dnkes of Ta- 
ranto and Beggio that I may possibly manoeuvre by Yitry, St 
Dizier, and Joinyille, on the enemy's rear, which will set them 
free, as the enemy will be forced to abandon the Seine to fly to 
the assistance of his rear. One advantage of this operation will 
be the raising the blockade of my fortresses, whence I shall draw 
laige garrisons and reinforcements. I am writing by express to 
the Minister of War to say that I am displeased with General 
Maison, who commits blunders. Let the Minister of War order 
him, in my name, to collect the garrisons of the different for- 
tresses, the garrison of Antwerp, and part of that of Ostend, and 
to £dl upon the enemy's rear. It is a fact that I have more 
troops in those posts than the enemy, but General Maison's inex- 
perience and timidity render them inactivie. Tell the Minister 
of War to forbid him, in my name, to enter any fortress ; he must 
place himself at the head of all his troops, and march, either by 
Antwerp on the enemy's rear, or on the rear of his line of opera- 
tions, which is by Avesnes and Mods. This general, who formerly 
distinguished himself, has not fulfilled my expectations, or deserved 
the trust which I placed in him. I am, however, still willing to 
suspend my judgment. The Minister of War will write to him 
that he must show more energy, boldness, and intrepidity. The 
Minister of War should also send word to the Duke of Castiglione 
that he is to advance ; that, with the troops which he has, he is 
able to beat double the enemy's force, if he will be the most con- 
stant and the most forward under fire.* 

[875.] JosEFH TO Nafoueov. 

Paris. March 4» 1814) S fjl 

Sire, — I have had no letter from you since the one of yester- 
day from La Fert4-sous- Jouarre. The Empress held to-day the 

* On that yeiy day the Duke df Castiglione, who had under his command 
20,000 old soldiers from the armies of Spain, gave up his march on Genera, 
which had canaed so much uneasiness to the allies, and fell back upon Macon. 
Little deairouB to head hia troops m the field, and tired of war, he ipoke of the 
Emperor in tezms of hitter reproach. — Ed, 
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■peeial Cooneil ordered by your HmjeBty. I read the papas 
which yon sent to me. All the membera of the ooanoil seemed to 
be of one mind : the enemy's proposals were considered most un- 
just, and perfeet ooofidenee was expressed in whatever commands 
your Majesty may think fit to give to your plenipotentiary, in 
order to enable Franee to benefit immediately by the enormooB 
sacrifices which are exacted of her. They are all convinced that 
yoor Majesty will never consent to sach sacrifices, unless driven 
to them by absolute necessity, and that your Majesty is a better 
judge of this necessity than any one else can be. 

But they almost unanimously agreed in thinking that it would 
be better to accept conditions, reducing France to her limits in 
1792, than to expose the capital* The occupation of the capital 
is dreaded as the end of the present state of things, and the com- 
mencement of great misfortunes. The whole of Europe joins in 
wishing to reduce France to what she was in 1792. Let it there- 
fore be the foundation of a treaty which b rendered imperative 
by circumstances, but let the country be evacuated immediately. 

To sum up : an immediate peace, whatever may be the terms, 
is indispensable. It will be a truce lasting for two or three years ; 
but, whether it be favourable or not, we must have peace. The 
Emperor will obtain the best terms that he can. At this juno- 
ture it is sure to do good, as it will enable the Emperor to pay 
exclusive attention to the interior, and a wise system of admin- 
istration may place him in a position to regain what has been 
unjustly demanded and wisely yielded. The natural limits would 
be a real boon both for France and the rest of Europe : we mi^t 
then hope for a lasting peace ; but impossibility relieves from every 
obligation. Peace now is indispensable ; it may be broken on 
the day when France is able to re-assert her rights. Make then 
what in your breast you will consider as a mere truce, since the 
enemy's injustice will not permit you to make an equitable peace, 
and the state of public feeling and of public affairs does not allow 
you to hope from France efforts proportionate to the end to be 
attained. 

* It ii said that Coznte Lacm^d de Cessac was the only member of the 
Council who dissented. — ^Tb. 
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s Your letter to the Emperor of Austria was thought fiill of 

tt f dignity and good sense. France will still possess you; you will 
> possess her as thoroughly as when she astonished Europe ; and 
£ yon, who have already delivered her once, will rescue her a second 
time, and also rescue yourself, by signing an immediate peace. 
Make England recognise you, deliver France from the Cossacks 
and Prussians, and France will make up- to you in blessings what 
superficial persons may think that you have lost in glory. But 
I perceive that I am growing diffuse. Whether your Majesty be 
victorious or not, you must turn your thoughts to peace. This 
is the summary of* all that is spoken here, and thought here. 

[876.] Nafoleok to Joseph. 

Fismea, Marefa 6, 1814, 11 jlm. 

My Brother, — ^Put the following notice into the ' Moniteur : ' 
— '^ His Majesty the Emperor and Eling fixed his head-quarters 
on the 5th at B^ry-au-Bac on the Aisne. The enemy's army, 
under Bliicher, Sacken, York, Witzengerode, and Biilow, was in 
retreat. Had it not been for the treachery of the command- 
ant of Soissons, who abandoned his post, that army would have 
been lost. General Corbineau entered Reims on the 5th at four 
in the morning. We beat the enemy at Lizy-sur-Ourcq and at 
May. We have taken in the different actions 4000 prisoners, 
600 baggage-waggons, and many guns, and have delivered 
Beims." 



[877.] Napolson to Joseph. 

Fifmea, ICarcb 6, 1814 

My Brother, — ^I thought that the Duke of Bagnsa would 
have been yesterday at Soissons; but the commandant basely 
evacuated the town without firing a shot. H^ retreated, with all 
his troops, with the honours of war and six pieces of cannon ; he 
is at YiUers-Cotterets. I have ordered the Minister of War to 
have him arrested, brought before a court-martial, and shot He 
must be executed in the Place de Gr^ve, with the utmost publi- 
city. The sentence must be printed, and its grounds well stated. 
Vol. II.— .IB 
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Fire genenla mnrt be ajppoiAted to try him. TbU \nmaam has 
done nfl inoalealftble haniL iBhooldhave zeecbed Leon to-daj, 
and I have no doubt that the enemy would hare been zoated and 
eat to pieeee. I must now manmiiTTe and Umw time in oonstroot- 
ing bridges. See that at least an example is made. 

I attacked Reims at 8 ajl We took 2000 prisoners; more 
that 100 of them were offieerSi among whom are seToral eolonds; 
and we oaptnred a great qoantity of baggage. I am writing to 
the regent to fire a ealnte. 

[878.] KlPOIiBOK TO JOSBFB. 

BAry^ni-BM^ Xsreh 6^ ISH, noon. 

My Brother, — ^If the Duke of Taranto is ill, he mnst ^ve up 
the command to the Duke of Reggie, and plaoe General Sebas- 
tiani at the head of the 11th corps. I am assured that Troyes 
has just been evacuated; I cannot believe in such incapacity. 
There can be no finer position than Troyes, where the enemy is 
forced to mancouvre upon both banks. I am going to drive the 
enemy to-day towards Laon. I shall then march upon GhAlons 
and Arcis. It is indispensable to bold the Seine for five or six 
days at Nogent, Bray, and Montereau. I could not be worse 
seconded than I am. I left a splendid army and excellent cavalry 
at Troyes ; but the soul is wanting. I am sure that this army 
is stronger in the field than any which Prince Schwartzenberg 
can oppose to it. Consult the Minister of War : a sick general 
is worse than any thing. The Minister of War will give the 
command to the Duke of Reggie, and the Duke of Taranto's 
corps to General SebastianL 



[879.] Joseph to Nafolbcket. 

Paris, Mazdi 7, 1811 

Sire, — I enclose to you the duplicate of a letter from the 
Duke of Taranto to the chief of the staff; I hope that the origi- 
nal will have reached you two hours earlier, and I have no doubt 
that the army is marching to the assistance of Paris. The Min- 
ister of War has received intelligence that the Duke of Taranto 
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10 perfeoily well, and able to retain the oommand. . . . .* 
Do la Bouillerie up to now. . . . .* A debt of 200,000 
francs for the requirements of the guard has been covered by the 
fonds which your Majesty placed sabseqnently at the disposal 
of the generals. M. de la Bouillerie has warned me to-day to 
trust no longer to this resource, unless your Majesty will give an 
express order. The Duke of Conegliano having informed me 
that he has been unable to obtain the pikes which he asked the 
Minister of War to give to him for the use of the national 
guard, I have authorised him to have some made, as well as to pur- 
chase 8000 muskets, which he hopes to find means of doing in 
Paris. The municipality of Paris will defray these expenses, 
which may amount to from 200,000 to 800,000 francs. In order 
not to lose time, I have promised to pay him to-morrow 50,000 
francs in advance, for which I shall be reimbursed by the mu- 
nicipality. I depend, however, on M. de la Bouillerie's kindness 
for this purpose. Nothing can now be done here on credit. 



[880.] NAPOLBcnr to Joskpk. 

L*Ange-G«rd!eii,* Mweh 8^ 1814^ 11 a.m. 

Yesterday, the 7th, I beat Witzingerode, Langeron, and 
Woronzow, with the remains of Sacken's corps. I captured 
2000 prisoners, took some of their guns, and drove the enemy 
from Craonne to PAnge-Gardien. The battle of Graonne was 
glorious. The Duke of Belluno and General Grobier are 
wounded. My killed and wounded amount to between 700 and 
800 : the enemy has lost from 5000 to 6000. My advanced 
guard is before Laon. Send everything by way of Soissons: 
oonvey this news to the Duke of Taranto. I have heard nothing 
frt)m you since the 6th. I am well although the weather is cold. 
My love to you and to your wife. 

P.S. — ^Put the news contained in this letter into the ' Mon- 
iteur.' 

* degiUe in MS.— Ed. 
* A small inn between Craonne and LaoDu— Ta. 
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[88I.3 JOSBFH TO N.4FOLBOBL 

Paria, March 8. 1814. 

gire^ — ^I lave had no letter from you smee that of the 6th 
at noon. I wrote to yon this morning. The news from the 
Duke of Dahnatia's army inereafies onr alarm. 

We already see the English at Bonrdeaoz ; nor do we see 
how their progress is to be arrested, nnless it be opposed by the 
Duke of Dalmatia in the centre of France. The Austrian army is 
on the Seine, and we are nneasy that your Majesty should be at 
saeh a distance from us. The Dukes of Taranto and Beggio do 
not agree ; no good can come of the combined serrices of these 
two marshals. 

It is most important that your Majesty should proceed in- 
stantly to the Seine and the neighbourhood of your capital: 
oonsidering what is passing on the Garonne, the consequences of 
the occupation of Paris are to be feared; and if . . . .* and 
therefore our hopes . . . .* repeat the same things. 

[882.] JOSBFH TO N.APOLB0N. 

Faria, Ifaroh », 1814, 11 AJi. 

Sire, — ^I have received your letter from FAnge-Oardien of 
the 8th at 11 a.m. I had had none since that of the 6th at noon. 
I have communicated to the Duke of Taranto the victory of 
Oraoime. I presume that Soissons is ours, and that you are 
drawing nearer to Paris in that direction. This is indispensable. 
The Duke of Taranto's army seems to have been outflanked 
on the left ; detachments of the enemy having entered Suzanne, 
and even advanced as far as Coulommiers, The funds fell 
yesterday to 51, The Duke of Daknatia's movements cause 
the greatest anxiety with respect to Bourdeauz, which might 
easily become a hot-bed of civil war. After your recent vic- 
tory, you may honourably sign a peace on the ancient limits. 
Such a peace would restore the prosperity of France after the 
long struggle which began in 1792; and there could be not- 
ing dishonourable to her in it, as she would lose no portion 

* Ulfigibk.— 8d. 
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of her territory, and has arranged her affairs at home as she 
thought fit.* 

As for yon, Sire, who have been so repeatedly victorious, I am 
oonvinced that you possess all the qualities which might make 
the French forget, or rather might recall to them, the best 
features of the reigns of Louis XII., Henri lY., and Louis 
XIV. , if you will make a lasting peace with Europe, and if^ 
returning to your natural kindness and renouncing your assumed 
character and your perpetual efforts, you will at last consent to 
relinquish the part of the wonderful man for that of the great 
sovereign. 

After having saved France from anarchy within, and from 
all Europe without, you will become the flEither of your people, 
and you will be adored as much as Louis XII., after having 
been admired more than Henri lY. and Louis XI Y.; and in 
order thus to accumulate every species of glory, you have only to 
will your o?m happiness, as well as that of France. 

[888.] Joseph to Nafoleok. 

Faria, March 9, 1814, midnli^ht 

Sire, — ^I have the honour of transmitting to your Majesty, 
1st, a report from Oeneral Preval, who asks for 2,200,000 francs 
to mount 6000 men in the course of this month; 2ndly, a sum- 
mary from the return of the 1st military division on the 8th 
instant Your Majesty will see that throughout the empire 
there are only 7575 disposable men. There are no longer any 
in Paris, as they have all been sent in succession to Means, and 
thence to Moret. 



[884.] Napouboit to Joseph. 

CbavigDOD, March 10^ 1814 

'■I My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 9th. The 
afmy which I beat at Craonne was the Russian army, command- 
ed by Sacken, united to Witsingerode; they have sustained a 

* In aUnnoa to liie threati of Ihe allies In 1792, if Fnnce detiixooiBd the 
BoorbooB. — Tb. 
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great loss, and have retreated to Laon, where thej hare joined 
the Profisian army, oonsisting of the oorpe of Bnlow, Tork, and 
Kleift As they are strongly posted, I was satisfied yesterday 
with ohserring and reoonnoitring them. Paris is in greater danger 
from this army than from that of Sohwartaenbeig. Nevertheless I 
will draw near to Soissons, in order to be more within reach of 
Paris; bnt until I hare been able to obtain another victory over 
this army, I can hardly proceed elsewhere. The detachments 
whioh Behwartsenberg's army has sent to its rear have considera- 
bly diminished its strength, and it seems to fear to venture cross- 
ing the Seine. 

The Doke of Bagnsa has marched from Bdry-an-Bac to the 
neighboorhood of Laon. He had driven the enemy before him ; 
bnt in the night, as he was taking np his position, he was sudden- 
ly attacked, and his infantry fell into confusion. His soldien 
lost their heads, and he was obliged to Ml back for several 
leagues somewhat in disorder, and to abandon a few pieces of 
cannon. Tbb b only one of the accidents of war, but it is very 
annoying just now when I am in want of success. It has de- 
termined me not to engage the enemy to-day, although I had 
already made arrangements for a vigorous attack, however supe- 
rior might be his numbers. 

I think that you ought to assemble the ministers to consult 
as to the means of rabing 80,000 men from among the masses 
who have taken refuge in Paris, and the workmen who are with- 
out employment Thb levy should be called the lev^e en masse 
of the national guard. As you have muskets, you will have no 
difficulty.* All the workmen who have nothing to do will thus 
be well provides for. Thb measure seems to me to be indispen- 
sable. The national guard ought to co-operate in it, as by thb 
means the mob will be used to protect the town instead of 
threatening an insurrection against property. See what you 
can do. 

* This remark of Napoleon's would appear veir eztnundinaiy, after aU Jo- 
seph's letters, if there had not heen already frequent opportimities for ohsenr- 
iag that the Emperor often chose not to imderstand what was wzittan to hiniy 
especiaUj on the snlgeots of money, aims, and materials.— Ed. 
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[ 885.3 Kapolboh to Jobbfh. 

OhaTlgnoii, ICarch 11, 1814 

My Brother, — ^I have reoonnoitred the position of the enemy 
at Laon ; it was too strong to be attacked without severe loss. 
I have therefore determined on returning to Sois8on& It is 
probable that the enemy would have evacuated Laon in the 
fear of an attack if it had not been for the skirmish with the 
Duke of Ragusa, whose behaviour was that of an ensign. The 
enemy's loss has been immense ; he attacked yesterday the vil- 
lage of Clary five times, and was each time repulsed. 

My young guard melts away like a snowball ; the old guard 
is still in good order. My horse-guard also disappears rapidly. 
It is essential that Qenerid Omano should take every means for 
remounting the dragoons and chasseurs, beginning with the old 
soldiers. Preval shall have the two millions for which, you have 
asked me \ order them to be given to him, and let some of th^ 
public works which are wanted in Paris be made as a means of 
giving charity. I think that some redoubts on the heights would 
be of use, especially with regard to their moral effect. Let some 
be immediately constructed at Montmartre. 

[886L] Joseph to NAPOLBcnr. 

Purls, Ifaroh 11, I8I4 10 9A 

Sire, — I have received your letter from Ghavignon. I have 
assembled the Ministers ; those of the Interior and of the Police 
were of opinion that it was utterly impossible to find 1000 men 
who would leave Paris to join the army; the Minister of War 
has given me a return of our arms, of which I annex a copy. 
The result is that, &r from having 80,000 muskets, there are 
not 6000 fit for service, and that these 6000 are for the daily use 
of the battalions of the line and of the imperial guard. 

The result of all that I hear from the Ministers, from the 
oihief officers of the national guard, from all the persons whom I 
know to be attached to the presoit order of government, is, that 
i^cnmstances render peace imperative. There is not one individ- 
ual in Paris who would not loudly ask for it if it were not for 
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the fear of offendiiig jon ; and, in truth, none but your enemies 
ean endeavour to persuade jou to refuse a peace with the ancient 
limits. 

« 

The spirit of the Duke of Taranto's army is very bad. The 
annexed letter * will acquaint you with the situation of the Duke 
of Dahnatia's army, and of the departments south of the 
Qaronne. Unpleasant reports, tending to diminish the popu- 
larity of your Majesty, are beginning to circulate in the 
capital. For instance, it is said that the Duke of Conegliano, 
who is liked, is about to be recalled ; that he is to be replaced 
by General Sebastiani, who has been here for the last five days ; 
that the Duke of Padua will shortly arrive ; that he is to be em- 
ployed in Paris, and that Paris is to be defended. The month 
of March is slipping away, yet the fields are not sown. It is 
however superfluous to enter into further details Tour Majesty 
must feel that there is no longer any remedy but peace, and an 
immediate peace. Every day that is lost is mischievous to our 
personal popularity. Individual distress is extreme; and on the 
day when it is believed that your Majesty has preferred prolong- 
ing the war to making even a disadvantageous peace, there is 
no doubt that disgust will incline the public mind in another 
direction. If Toulouse or Bourdeaux should set up a Bourbon, 
you will have civil war, and the immense population of 
Paris will support the side which promises to give them peace 
soonest. 

Such IS the state of opinion ; no one can change it. This 
being the case, the only way is to submit If the peace be 
unfavourable, it will be no fault of yours, as all classes here 
insist upon it. I cannot be mistaken, as my view is that of all 
the world. We are on the eve of total destruction ; our only 
hope is in peace. 

I was with the Empress when she received a letter from her 
father. From what she told me, he appears to be well-disposed. 
It seems that he has answered your letter. I earnestly hope thai 
his reply was in flEivour of a speedy termination. 

* It does not appear.— Tb. 



lUlEH. 1814. VOBTmOATIOHS Of PABIB. 845 

1060 men, who have been mounted at the Yersaines dep6t) 
are to sleep to-night in PariB) and start to-morrow morning for 
Soissons. I have just reoeiyed the minutes of proceeding? in 
council to-day, which I annex. 



[887<] JOSEFR TO KAFOLXCnr. 

Paris, March 18, 1814 

Sire, — I have written to Oeneral Pr^val to tell him to be, if 
possible, doubly active in obtaining remounts ; and that he may 
depend upon receiving the two millions. Your Majesty orders 
works of defence, which are to be at the same time works of 
charity, to be constructed on the heights above Paris beginning 
at Montmartre. The committee for the defence of the city has 
sketched a plan ; its execution is stopped only by the want of funds. 
In my letter of the Sth, when I proposed to your Majesty to levy 
a contribution of from 400,000 to 500,000 francs upon the city of 
Paris,* I proposed at the same time that you should order M. de 
la Bouillerie to pay this sum in advance, because I foresaw the 
delays which would take place in levying a contribution which 
must first be resolved on in the municipal council, then in the 
conseil d'etat, &c. In your letter of yesterday your Majesty 
orders me to commence these works. I have written to M. de la 
Bouillerie to know whether he is authorised to advance the sum. 
If your Majesty has not yet written to him for this purpose, it is 
indispensable that you should do so immediately if yon wish these 
works to be executed without loss of time. 



[ 888.] Kapolboit to Jobbph. 

Soisaoas, March 18, 1814 

My Brother, — ^Before commencing the fortifications of Paris, 
I must see the plan ; the one which Was sent to me seems to me 
to be very complicated ; I want something simple. The people 
complain everywhere of the mayors and authorities who prevent 
them from defending themselves. I see that in Paris it is just the 
same. The people possess energy and good faith. I fear greatly 

■ 

* No sach letter ftppean. — ^Tb. 
Vol. IL-.16* 
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that the diffiealty oonsists in the nnwOlmgneBS to fight of oertain 
prinotiNd penoiitges, who will be eonfoiinded, after the ereiit has 
tekoD plaee, bj indiog what will be their own &te. 



[809.] JonBTH to Kapoucos. 

Paiiflt March it, 1S14» 11 f. Jt 

Sire,-^The person* whom I sent to the Crown^Prinoe of 
Sweden returned to-day ; he left the Prince at Li^ge on the 10th 
alt. If your Majeaty would like to question him, your orders 
will find him at the quarters of the Prince of Neufch4tel, for 
whom I shall give him a letter. This person is a Frenchman^ 
formerly Bemadotte^s physician, and his wife's secretary fo^ 
the last eight years ; he is somewhat slow, but very sensible^ If 
your Majesty should think fit to see him, he can give you im* 
portant military details as to the country which he has passed 
through. I hasten to communicate to your Majesty the news 
of a sortie effected by General Camot ; he drove the enemy back 
to MechliU) and re-entered Antwerp with provisions and 600 
prisoners. The Prince of Sweden talks openly and perpetually 
about the Bourbons ; he says that he is temporising to give you 
an opportunity for making peace ] he is anxious for it in order to 
return home t 



feso.] Katoubov to Josam. 

Betnu, itaMa 14, 1811 

My Brother,-^Yesterday I reached Reims, which was occupied 
by the commander-in-chief St* iPriest, with three Russian divi- 
sions, and a new Prussian division coming from the blockade of 
Stettin. I beat them, retook the town, captured 20 pieces of 
cannon, a quantity of baggage and ammunition waggons, and 
5000 prisoners. General St« Priest is mortally wounded, one of 
his thighs has been amputated. The eztraotdinary part of the 
affair is that the gun was fired by the artilleryman who killed 
General Moreau ; it seems really like a stroke of Providence. 

* H. de Franzembetg.— Ed. f SeTUil Bum ilkgiUe.— -Edc 



[891.] Nafoleoh 10 J08KPH. 

Belmfl, Ibnli \l, 1814, 

My Brother, — ^I have reoeiyed your letter of the 12th of 
MarcL* I am sorry that you repeated to the Duke of Cone- 
glUno what I had written to you. I do not like all this gossip. 
If it suited me to remove the Duke of Gonegliano, all the idle 
talk of Paris would have no effect The' national guard of Paris 
is a part of the people of France, and, as long as I live, I will be 
master everywhere in France. Tour character is opposed to 
mine ; you like to flatter people and to yield to their wishes ; 
I like them to try to please me, and to obey my wishes. I am 
as much a sovereign now as I was at AusterlitE. Do not permit 
any person to flatter the national guard, nor Regnaud or any 
one else, to set himself up as their tribune. I suppose, however, 
that they see that there is some difference between the time of 
La Fayette, when the people ruled, and the present time, when 
I rule. 

I have issued a decree for raising 12 battalions in Paris out 
of the lev^ en masse. On no pretext must the execution of 
this measure be delayed. I have written my wishes on this 
subject to the Ministers of the Interior and of the Police. If 
the people find that, instead of doing what is for their good, 
one is trying to please them, it is quite natural that they 
should think that they have the upper hand, and that they 
should entertain but a mean opinion of those in authority over 
them. 



[892.] Kapolbok to Josttrau 

BeloM, ICafxsfa 16, 1814 

In accordance with the verbal instructions which I gave 
to you, and with the spirit of all my letters, you must not allow, 
happen what may, the Emjo'ess and the King of Rome to fall 
into the hands of the enemy. The manoBuvres which I am about 
to make may possibly prevent your hearing &om me for 

* I am inclined to think that te lettov to wkidi this Ib aaaaiww, is that 
«f dM llth of Macdk— Tk. 
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Be?eral days. If the enemy should inarch on Paris with bo 
strong a force as to render resistance impossible, send off towards 
the Loire the Regent, my son, the great dignitaries, the ministers, 
the senators, the President of the Gonseil d'Etat, the chief officers 
of the crown, and Baron de la Bouillerie, with the money which 
is in my treasury. Never lose sight of my son, and remember 
that I would rather know that he was in the Seine than that he 
was in the hands of the enemies of France : the fate of Astyanax, 
prisoner to the Greeks, has always seemed to me to be the most 
lamentable in history. 

« 

[8881] Joseph to NA]*oiiB02r. 

Paris, Marob 1«, 1814, 5 p. x, 

8ire,-^*0eneral Ornano has just told me that the Imperial 
Oxuird set off thb morning in consequence of your Majesty'9 
orders^ The arras of the National Ouard, including muskets, 
fbwling-pieces, and pikes, are sufficient now for 12,000 meur 

[8d4.] KAFOLBoir TO Jobcph. 

BelmB, March 17, 1814, noon. 

My Brother, — ^I have seen the person attached to Madame 
Bemadotte^s service whom you sent to me. He gave me some 
important intelligence, as well as some which was false. If you 
can trust him, I think that it would be useful to send him back 
again, and to depute others, if it were only for the purpose of 
acquiring information as to those provinces. The Duke of Bas- 
sano has written to desire Count d'Hauterive to send to you a 
copy of the declaration of the allies at Gh&tillon, that they four in^ 
tend to treat for all the other powers. You may forward this paper 
confidentially to the Crown-Prince, and advise him to endeavour 
to have a minister at the congress ; for it cannot possibly be for 
the interest of Sweden that this Quadrmnvirate should take 
possession of the whole of Europe. She must continue to do 
what she has always done, watch over her own affairs herself 
Before you send the person in question, make sure that he is not 
a traitor, and intreat him to be perfectly disereet^ 



[895.3 NApoLEoxr to Josbpb. 

£penia7, Msrch 17, 18H '• >L 

My Brother, — I reached Epemay this eveniiig. To-morrow 
at daybreak I shall resume my march towards Arcis-sar-Aube^ 
which I shall reach by noon on the 19th. I shall construct three 
bridges, and proceed, according to circumstances, either towards 
M&ry or towards Troyes, to fall upon the rear of the enemy. The 
Duke of Taranto must therefore dispute every foot of ground. 
To-morrow night, at 10 o'clock, my dispositions will have already 
begun to take effect, for the enemy will then become aware of my 
manoeuvre, and it will influence all his operations. The Puke of 
Ragusa remains at B6ry-au-Bac; the Duke of Treviso is at 
Reims ; General Charpentier is at Soissons. I have desired the 
Mmister of War to send a brigadier-general to Compi^gne. I 
shall leave Brigadier-General Vincent at Epemay ; he has a few 
detachments of cavalry, and is charged with superintending the 
levees en masse.** 

I do not think that Blilcher, who has suffered considerablyi 
will be able to move for the next few days. He will then have 
to cross the Aisne, and the Dukes of Ragusa and Treviso will 
dispute every inch of ground with him. I expect great things 
Irom my mancBuvre, which will throw the rear as well as the 
head-quart«rs of the enemy into the utmost disorder and con- 
fusion. If the enemy should still be at Troyes, you must de- 
spatch couriers to me by way of La Fert^-sous- Jouarre, and 
thence, through Epemay or Montmirail, to Arcis-sur-Aube. 
Desire the Ministers of War and of Police to say nothing which 
is unnecessary, and to write the important j arts in cipher, until 
I have re-established the communication through Nogent. Send 
an officer to Compi^gne, to Soissons, to Reims, and to Epemay. 
I have ordered a division of 12,000 men, whom I am collecting 
together at Metz, to repair to Ch&lons ; I do not know whether 
this order will reach them ; it would be a great piece of good 
fortune. 

* Napoleon, while at Reims, iasaed a decree ordering a levfo en maaie 
flgalatt tkie invaden. — Tb* 



[696k] Navouboqi «o Jononi. 

^ftpemay, Mareh 18, 1814. 

My Broihor, — I have receiyed no letter of yesterday from 
Paris ; I oonolude that the express oontinaes to xnake the detour 
by SoiSBOiMk All my army is in motion, in order to sleep to- 
night on the other side of F^re^Ohampenoise, thence to adyanoe 
Upon Arois and the bridges held by the enemy ; I am in commn^ 
nioation with my garrisons at Yerdnn and Hets. I am expect- 
ing a division of 12,000 men, which I draw from all those for* 
tresses. It seems that the enemy has lefk Noyon, whidi sets 
Oompi^pefree; that town has behayed perfectly well* 



[ 897»] Nafouhxv io Josktb. 

£p«nMyi Kireh 18, 1814^ ii^oli. 

Hy Brother,-^! haye receiyed your letter of the 17th. 
Qeneral Pr^yal has still 450,000 fr& in hand, besides the 
600,000 frs» which remain to his account with M. de la Bouil- 
lerie from the two millions. There are consequently 900,000 
frs. still to spend ; he therefore does not require 2,200,000 fn.y 
but 1,700)000 frSb As soon as he has exhausted his present 
credit, I will open for him a frirther credit for 1,700)000 frs. 



[ 698.] NAPOUtOH to JoBlt^A. 

PUtnoy, Mareb flA, 1814, 6 a. )t 

My Brother,---! crossed the Aube yesterday at Plancy. I 
immediately adyanced on M^ry^ I attacked the town, and took 
possession of it at 7 p. M. My cavalry forded the Seine, turned the 
bridge of M^ry, end cut off the road between Nogent and Troye& 
The chasseurs of the guard carried off a quantity of baggage and 
an excellent pontoon^traim The Emperor Alexander reached 
Arcis on the 18th. He remained there only an hour ; we found 
ourselves nearly face to face. He returned to Troyes, which 
their head*quarters quitted immediately after. We constantly 
pick up prisoners ; the enemy is flying in every direction. 

The eneo^ began to retreat early on the 17th, as aoca ae lie 
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found oat that I had retaken Ch&lons, and that I was marching 
on his rear. Put the annexed article into the ' Moniteur*'* 



|[ 899*3 BSSIHIBB 'TO JOSBPtt. 

AfclMor^Aabe, Mtfeb 91 , 1S14 

Sire^— *The Bmperor reached Arcia yesterday before his 
advanced guard. Oeneral Wrede's corps endeavoured to take 
Arois by assault. He was repulsed, and 400 of his men taken 
prisoners. He captured two of our guns, and we took two of 
his. In the night he retired* Prince Schwartsenberg's army 
seems to be retreating upon Brienne. The Emperor has recrossed 
the Aube, and is advancing upon Yitry. .We lost no person of 
importance in yesterday's action. His Majesty is in excellent 
health. Our communication at present is through CoulonmiierSi 
La Fert^^Gaucher, and Sezanne.t 

[900k] JOSBFH fo NiUpouBozr. 

Parlay MfeMb 2S, 1814» 11 ajl 

Sire,-^The march of Bliicher on Reims and Fismes, and that 
which the Dukes of Treviso and Ragusa have been ordered to 
make on Ch&lonS) lay open Paris* This was remarked by the 
Duke of Treviso himself to the officer by whom I sent the order. 
As your Majesty is kept by the Duke well informed, I have no 
doubt that you will give such orders as the eireomstanoes require. 

[901.] - JbSBFH TO GtASKBi 

Pai1a»lUNifaM,1814 

Monsietir le Due,'«^The appearance of the enemy on the banks 
of the Oise makes necessary immediate means of resistanoe. 

As the feelings of the country people are good, and require 
only to be directed, a general officer should be sent to Senlis, if 

* This is the l&st of Napoleon's letteln hefore the battle of Paris. The 
manoetivre upon Yitry took phice almost immediately, and the commnnica- 
tions with the capital wefe entirely cut off. — ^£d. 

fThis was the begirming of the march npon Vitry and St. Dizier, which 
■Miij saved, hat^ is things tuned wt, in iied% lost Paiia— -So. 
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there be not one there already, to call out the national gaards or 
the levee en maase, to raiae aome worka whieh may prevent the 
town from being taken by aaaanlt, and to occupy and defend 
the bridges of Oreil and Pont St Mazence, and the heighta of 
Verberie. 

If it were posaible to aend aome troopa of the line to tfaoae 
points, to head the national goarda and the armed inhabitants, 
they would be very useful. 

The same remarks apply to Pontoise. Pray give the necea- 
aary ordera. These measures appear to me to be urgent. 

[902.1 J06BPB TO Claiixe« 

Psr{B,MtrchfiS,l814 

Monsieur le Due,—- The reporta of aeyeral commandants of 
fortresses, and especially that of the Commandant of Meaux, 
prove that a great number of soldiers are without arms. It 
seems to me that it b urgent to fibd out the cause of this atate 
of things, and to apply an immediate remedy. I am convinced 
that posts such as La Fert6, Meauz, &c., are worse defended 
by 2000 men, half of whom are unarmed, than by 1000 with 
arms : and that the remaining 1000 who are without arms would 
do better in Paris, where their comrades could not be demoralized 
by their example, as they would not be in presence of the enemy ; 
nor would they desert so readily as if they ^ere in the field and 
felt their helplessness. This leads me to the importance of know- 
ing day by day the number of arms which can be distributed in 
Paris. It seems to me indispensable — 1st. To give arms to the 
troops engaged in active service and who require them ; 2ndly. 
After this has been done, if there should be any arms left, to 
insist upon the completion and arming of the two battalions of 
national garde mobile which Paris is bound to supply. Other 
measures may then be proposed for arming the soldiers. I intend 
to advise the Regent to neglect no measures for attaining an 
object so important to the public safety. The first thing to be 
done is to have a double return — 1st, of the troops without arms ; 
and 2nd, of the arma which have not been distributed for want 
of soldiers. I have written to Oonnt Dam to supply the ahoea 
which are wanted here. 
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[903.] J06KPH TO Napouboh. 

Pari^ Mareb Sft, 1814 

Sire, — ^I have no letters since that from Arcis-sar-Aube of 
the 2l8t. The Empress has reoeiyed one of the 22nd. To- 
morrow a colmnn will move on the Oise, where the inhabitants 
are in arms to repel the enemy^s parties. The spirit of Paris is 
good. We are at work on the outer posts. 



[904.] JoesFH TO C1.ABKB. 

Paris, March 27, 1814 

Monsieur le Due, — ^Before I reoeiyed your letter of yesterday 
I directed General Hullin to send the 11th marching cavalry 
regiment with the column which is on its way to the Oise. 
There remains for to-day's inspection only the 12th marching 
cavalry regiment, which may after the inspection move towards 
its destination, which I suppose to be Meauz. Pray let me 
know.* 

[905.] Joseph to Nafolbon. 

Purla, March 28, 1814, 9 A.K. 

Sire, — I have announced to you the arrival of the Dukes of 
Treviso and Ragusa at Provins.t Troops have gone from hence 
towards Claye,): to assist the garrison which has marched out of 
Meaux. Soissons held out on the 26tL No letters from your 
Majesty since those of the 21st. One from M. Fain to M. 
Lavalette is the only one which has reached us. We wait im- 
patiently for the news of your return to the capital 



* Thus, on the 28tih of Marcb, there would have heen no troops left in 
Paris ; and if the troops of Marshals Marmont and Mortier had not retreated 
on Hie capital, the only force to resist the enemy wonld have been the reserves 
of the gniurd nnder General Omano. — Ed. 

t About fiffy-five miles from Paris on the road to Troyei^ This letter does 
not appear. — ^Tb. 

t A village about fifteen miles from Paris on the road to Means.— Ta. 
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[908.] Kuam Louibb to Joskph. 

BMnboofflet, ICareh », 5X rM, 

My dear Brother, — ^I hare Hob instant reached Rambomllei, 
▼ery aad and rerj haraaaed. It would be yery kind if you would 
let me know what ia going on, and whether the enemy has ad- 
yanoed. I wait for your answer before I decide whether I ought 
to go fiffther or to remain here. If I ought to moye I beg you 
to tell me what place you think would be best and safest for me. 
I earnestly wish that you could write to me to return to Paris ; 
it is the thing of all others which would giye me most pleasure. 
A thousand remembrances to the Queen. Pray believe in the 
sincere friendship with which I am your most affectionate sister. 



[907.] JOSBPH TO ChASMM, 

P«rta,Mtfidi89,1814 

Monnenr le Due, — ^To preyent misapprehension as to that we 
haye agreed on, I think that I ought to remind you to order the 
Duke of Treyiso to move to-night with hb corps to La Yillette, 
where he will take the command of the troops under General 
Omano. The Duke of Bagusa will join in the neighbourhood of 
Pantin the corps of General Compans, and take it under his 
command. 

Thus the Duke of Treviso is charged with the defence of 
Paris from La Yillette to St Denis indusiyely ; the Duke of 
Bagusa from La Yillette to Charenton. At daybreak to-morrow 
I shall be at Montmarte to watch the movements of the enemy 
and give orders in consequence. 



[908.] JoeOBPH TO QVEBM JVLIK. 

Montawrtre, MMch 80, 1614^ 8 

My dear Friend, — There has been firing for the last two 
hours ; as yet nothing is serious, but we are only beginning the 
day. I think that if your health will permit, you. should set off 
with the children, Miot, Presle, and any other people whom you 
may like to take. If not, you must send on our children with 



ta. 1«14 MDTVMBNTS OF THB IMFftBMw 355 

Miot and Madame Danneri. Your siater's honae ia your beat 
refuge ; bat I. hope that 70a will be able to atart Let Maillard 
return with yoor verbal anawer aa aeon as possible. 



[909.] JOSKFH TO THB GbeAT JmOGB 

Pari!, MM«fa 80, 1814. 

Mcmsienr le Comte, — ^I think that you should give notice 
to the Ministers that it is adyisable that they should follow the 
Empress in her retreat Tell this to the Senators, the Conseillera 
d'Etat, &a 

[ 910.] JosBpH 10 nam Bian TasAsoBBB. 

lCaRb80,181i. 

Monsieur PArchitresorier, — ^I think that the high dignita- 
ries should follow the Empress in her retreat from Paria towarda 
Ghartre& 

Have the kindness to oommunioate with the other high digni- 
taries. 



[911.] Joseph to ihb Abch-Changbllob. 

Cbartrei, ICatdi 81, 1814 

Monsieur I'Arehichancelier, — ^I have receiyed a letter from 
ihe Emperor, from the post-house of La Cour de France, dated 
four this morning. 

The Emperor met the armies of the Dukes of Ragusa and 
Treviso, which are to join our other armies near Fontainebleau. 

I propose to set out myself to-morrow at daybreak. 



[ 912. ] Joseph to Napoubqn. 

Ghartres, Mweh 81, 1814, 5 

Sire, — ^I wrote to you this morning by a courier in disguise. 
I have your Majesty's letter of this morning.* I haye sent on to 
the Empress the one which was addressed to her. I shall set off 
this evening to follow the Empress. She intended to proceed 

* ThIilBttardoesiiotftppear.— Tb. 
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link to Toon. In obedience to your Majes^s wishes she will 
go to Bloia with all the members of the government. The minis- 
ters who are here agree in thinking this oourse the best ; they 
will start this evening. The Empress and the King of Home are 
well, I saw them thb morning; they will reach Ch&teaudun this 
evening. 

The Ministers of War, of the Administration of War, of 
Finance, of the Treasury, of the Interior, and of Marine A£fairs 
are here. Tour Majesty must be already acquainted with all 
that has passed from the Marshals* reports, and from what I told 
to M. D^jean, your Majesty's aide-de-camp. The enemy's force 
was very large ; the corps of the Dukes of Treviso and of Ragusa 
could not possibly make head against it. 



[ 918. ] Napoleon to Jobbph. 

FoDtaiiieUeMi, April 8, ISli. 

I desired the Grand Marshal to write to you on the neoessiiy 
of not crowding into Blois.* Let the King of Westphalia go to 
Brittany or towards Bourges. I think that Madame had better 
join her daughters at Nice, and Queen Julie and your children 
proceed to Marseilles. The Princess of Neufch&tel and the 
marshals' wives should go and live on their estates. It is natural 
that King Louis, who has always liked hot climates, should go to 
Montpellier. As few persons as possible should be on the Loire, 
and let every one settle himself quietly, without attracting atten- 
tion. A large colony always excites a sensation in the neigh- 
bourhood. The Provence road is now open — ^it may not remain 
so for one day. Among the other ministers you do not mention 
the Minister of Police. Has he reached you ? I do not know 
whether the Minister of War has his cipher; I have none with 
you, and as this is the case I cannot write to you on important 
subjects. 

Advise everybody to observe the strictest economy. 

* This letter was not reoeived—Eo. 
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[914] JO0BFB TO BXBXHXSB. 

Yend^me, April 8, 1814. 

I haye receiyed your letter of the 8l8t of March from Fon- 
tainebleaiL We shall be at Blois this eyening. The Ministers 
of the Interior and of War are answering your Highness. The 
want of arms remains an insnrmonntable difficulty. The other 
ministers will not reach Blois before to-morrow. The Empress 
has already started, and will be there to-nig^t; she wishes to rest 
there to-morrow. When I reach Blois, I hope to receive letters 
from your Highness with the Emperor's final decision as to the 
destination of the court and the government. I entreat your 
Highness to believe in my constant and long existing friendship. 
In two words, the wish of all here is for repose. If it be pos- 
sible to treat, it should be done at any price. The royalbts begin 
to raise their heads. Peace, on whatever, terms, would quell a 
party which the war, if it continues, will render more than 
threatening. 



[915.] JOBEPH TO KaFOLBON. 

Bloifl, April 8, 1814. 

Sire, — ^I have received your letter of the 2nd. Mamma and 
Louis are ready to fulfil your wishes. Mamma is in want of 
money; six months of her pension is due. Neither has J6r6me 
any money. My wife has no longer any friends at Marseilles. 
What occasions our train to appear so large is the number of 
empty state-carriages belonging to the court. I have received no 
letter from the Grand Marshal on this subject or on any other. 
The Minister of Police has returned hither from Tours. The 
council to*day was unanimous in its opinions and wishes. We 
are waiting for your Majesty^s decision as to the place of residence. 
May the fears which have been excited by the Duke of Yicenza's 
report never be realised ! The Minister of War has no cipher 
with your Majesty, nor have I. The Ministers of the Treasury 
and of Finance know no longer how to discharge their duties, 
M. de la Bouillerie asks for orders- to ensure the safety of his 
oonvoy. One of his fourgona, containing two miUions, haa reached 
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OrleuB — it ma left in Paris when the Empreas went away, 
not J6r6me be eent to oommaad the anny of Lyona ? 



[ Oieb] JC&BU TO Kaioubok. 

OilMiifl. April 10, 1814. 

Bire, — ^I wrote to yon yesterday that we should be here to- 
day, and here we actually are. G^eral Sohnwaloff, aide-de-camp 
to the Emperor of Bnasia, accompanied the Empress. He came 
to Blois yesterday with M. de Saint- Aignan, who said nothing on 
the salyject of his mission. If what is reported should prove 
true, and the Bourbons should be called to the throne, I am moat 
anxioua not to be obliged to aak anything from theoL I could 
not poasibly live in France, nor could I take my wife and children 
to Uie island of Elba. If aad neceaaity ahould force your Majeafy 
thither, I will go to visit you, and to prove to you my attach- 
ment ; but it will not be until I have placed my wife and children 
in safety on the continent. 

All that takea place, Sire, justifiea my old and &tal predic- 
tions. Yon must take a decided course, and put an end to this 
cruel agony. Why not appeal to Austria if necessary ? Your 
son is the grandson of Francis. Why not speak the truth openly 
to France, and at length proclaim peace, abolish the conscription 
and the droits r^unis, issue a general amnesty, and adopt a real 
constitutional monarchy ? France wishes for peace and a liberal 
monarchy, but she does not wish for Bourbons. She prefers 
them to perpetual war, but she receives them only as a punish- 
ment, to which she resigns herself because she is beaten; 

H. Faypoult has just returned from Italy; the army there ia 
in excellent order ; the Viceroy is quietly at Mantua ; the King 
of Naples prays for your success, if you desire universal peace 
and the independence of Italy. A single effort might perhapa 
extricate France from the abyss into which she is falling. An 
immediate decision with regard both to military a&irs and to 
politics may perhaps repair all in favour of your son ; be bold 
enough to try. Save the state from imminent danger by getting 
rid of princes who will revive old hatreda and inflict a freah 
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injoij apon the ocmntry by internal distnrbanoes, brought on by 
the pride of the old nobility and the yanity of the new, and the 
character of the people raised by the revolntion to a leyel at 
which we may lament that it was not left. 

The Cossacks have appeared on the road from Beaagency to 
Orleans^ and robbed some of the carriages belonging to the 
convoy. 
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CHAPTEB XXIV. 

Thb letters from Napoleon oontained in this chapter extend from 
the 22nd of April to the 16ih of Jane, 1815. I have added one 
from Fain, one from Soolt, and three from Bertrand. They were 
neoessarj to complete Napoleon^a autobiography, as sketched in 
this Correspondence. I have added in an appendix a letter from 
Prince Louis Napoleon, which does not properly form a part of 
this work ; but its intrinsic interest, and the great position now 
held by its author, tempted me to insert it 



[ 917.] Nafolboh io Josefh. 

Pazte, April 2S,1816w 

My Brother, — ^I send the plan of a constitution for your 
private consideration. If you have any improvements to guggesti 
you can bring them to me this evening. 



[918.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

P«ria»Ma7 8,1816L 

My Brother, — ^It is necessary to organise the Spaniards who 
are in France. A junta must be created composed of five mem- 
bers from the most active and enterprising. They will reside 
here, and correspond with the Minister of Foreign Affiiirs. The 
existence of this junta must be kept secret. It must have agents 
on the principal points of our frontier on the Pyrenees. The 
agents must be known to our civil and military officers, and their 
correspondence with the junta be post free. The business of the 
junta will be to edit in Paris a Spanish newspaper, to appear 
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every two days, and to be cirenlated by these agents through 
every channel and in every part of Spain. The objects of the 
newspaper will be to enlighten the Spaniards, to make known to 
ihem oar constitution, and to induce them to rebel and to desert. 
A further duty of the junta will be to ruse guerillas, and to in- 
troduce them into Spain. The president of the junta will be 
accredited to the Minister of Foreign Affairs. All the pecuniary 
assistance afforded to the Spaniards, at the rate of 120|000 francs 
a month, will be distributed by the junta. 



[919.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Ptfta, May 19, 1810. 

My Brother, — ^I mak to create a house of peers, and to ap- 
point at first eighty members. As I desire to profit by the 
advice of those in whom I place confidence, I ask you to present 
to me on Sunday a list of 120 persons, whom you will select as 
if their nomination depended upon you. If there are any among 
them with whom I am not acquainted, please to add notes to their 
names. This list will remain a secret between you and me. Tou 
do not require to be told that no one need know that I have 
asked you for it. 

I have despatched a similar letter to each of my ministers, 
and to other persons on whose judgment and attachment I can 
depend. 



[920.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, Jane S, 1816. 

My Brother,^-Having resolved to assemble the House of 
Peers on Saturday next at 3 o'clock, in the room which we have 
appointed for its sittings, our wish is that you be there, and that 
you take your place, that by your influence you may contribute 
to the good of the state and the consolidation of our Imperial 
authority. As this letter has no other object, I pray God, &c. 

Vol. II.— 16 
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[ 921.] Nafoukhi to Joseph. 

Avesnes, June 14, ISlfi. 

Hj Brother, — ^I shall carry mj head-quarters this eyemiig to 
Beaumont ; to-morrow, the 15th, I diall mardi upon Gharleroi, 
where the Prussian army is, the consequence of which wiU be 
either a battie or the retreat of the enemy. My army is excellent, 
and the weather tolerably fine ; the country is perfectly well-dis- 
posed. I will write to you this eyening as to whether the com- 
munications should be made on the 16th.* In the mean while 
preparations must be made. Adieu. 



[ 922.] Nafolbon to Joseph. 

Baaamoiit, June Vi, 1815, 8 

My Brother, — ^As the enemy has made an aggressire moTc- 
ment, I am adyanoing to meet him. Hostilities will therefore 
commence to-day. Oonsequently I wish you to publish the dec- 
laration which has been prepared. 



[928.] Babon Fain to Joseph. 

Gharleroi, June 16» 181\ 9 rja. 

Monseigneur, — ^It is 9 o'clock. The Emperor, who has been 
in the saddle since three in the morning, has just come in, oyer- 
powered by fatigue. He will throw himself on his bed to sleep 
for a few hours, and get on horseback again at midnight As bis 
Majesty is not able to write to your Highness, he has desired me 
to send to you the following intelligence. 

The army forced the passage of the Sambre, near Charleroi, 
and placed adyanced guards half way between Charleroi and 
Namur, and between Charleroi and Brussels. We haye taken 
1500 prisoners and six pieces of cannon. Four Pnuasian regiments 
are destroyed. Few of our men were killed, but the l^mperor 
has sustained a loss which grieyes him deeply : his aide-de-<|amp, 
General Letort, was killed on the table-land of Fleurus asube was 
leading a charge of cayalry. It is impossible to describe the 

* The declaration of war. — ^Ed. 
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of the inbabitants of Charleroi, and of all the country 
ihioagh which we have passed ; the feeling is the same as it was in 
Burgnndj. The Emperor, Monseigneor, wishes jou to communi- 
cate this news to the ministers, and to make any use of it which 
you may think proper. An action of the utmost importance may 
take place to-morrow. 



[924.] l^iiPOLBON TO Joseph. 

Ch«rl«rol, Jane 16, 1816l 

My Brother, — ^The bulletin will acquaint you with what has 
passed. I am carrying my head-quarters to Fleurus. The whole 
of the army is in motion. I regret deeply General Letort. Our 
loss yesterday was small; it fell almost entirely on the four 
squadrons of household troops. 

P.S. — ^Letort is better. 



[925.] SouiiT TO JoSEPKi 

Llgoy, Jane 16, 1815, 8*80 p.m. 

Monseigneur, — The Emperor has just obtained a complete 
victory oyer the Prussian and British armies, united under the 
command of Lord Wellington and Marshal Bliicher. The army 
is adyancing in pursuit of the enemy through the Tillage of Ligny 
beyond Fleurus. I hasten to announce this happy news to your 
Imperial Highness.* 



[926.] Bkbtraiid to Josbph. 

Iale€rAlx,Jii]7l4,181& 

Prince, — ^The Emperor communicated this morning with the 
British cruisers. The admiral's answer has not reached us, but 
the ciqitun t is ordered by his goyemment to receiye the Empe- 
ror, if he should present himself, with the persons composing his 
suite. The captain is not- acquainted with the further intentions 
of his goyemment, but he does not doubt that the Emperor will 

* ThU letter was the last which Joseph received from the anny. — "Ed. 
t Captain Maitland of the BeUerophon.— Tb. 
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be well treated ; for eren if the gOTemment should wish to act 
otherwbe, public opuiion in England will, he thinks, force them to 
behare as thej ought to do on such an occasion. M. de Las-Gases 
has returned on board,* and to-morrow morning the Emperor will 
repair thither. His Majesty desires me to give you this inlbnna- 
tion. 



[927.] BlBTBAND TO JoSKPH. 

LoncUm, Sept 10, 18SL 

Prince, — ^I write to you for the first time since the awful 
misfortune which has been added to the sorrows of your family. 
Uncertain whether a letter would reach you, as I was not quite 
sure of your address, I hoped that a letter from you or from 
Bome would acquaint me with it. I have decided on depositing 
this letter with Messr& Baring, and I hope that you will receiYC it. 

Your Highness is acquainted with the events of the first years 
of this cruel exile ; many persons who have visited St Helena 
have informed yo^ of what was still more interesting to you — ^the 
manner of living and the unkind treatment which aggravated the 
influences of a deadly climate. 

In the last year of his life, the Emperor, who for four years 
had taken no exercise, altered extremely in appearance : he became 
pale and feeble. From that time his health deteriorated rapidly 
and visibly. He had always been in t^e habit of taking baths ; 
he now took them more frequently and stayed longer in them : 
they appeared to relieve him for the time. 

Latterly Dr. Antomarchi forbad him their use, as he thought 
that they only increased his weakness. 

In the month of August he took walking exercise, but with 
difficulty ; he was forced to stop every minute. In the first years 
he used to walk while dictatiog ; he walked about his room, and 
thus did without the exercise which he feared to take out of doors 
lest he should expose himself to insult. But latterly his strength 
would not admit even of this. He remained sitting nearly all day, 
and discontinued almost all occupation. His health declined seo- 
sibly every month. 

* Of the BeUerophon.—- Tb. 
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Once in September, and again in the beginning of October, 
he rode oat, as his physicians desired him to take exercise ; but 
he was so weak, that he was obliged to return in his carriage. 
He ceased to digest ; his debility increased. ShiYcring fits came 
on, which extended even to the extremities ] hot towels applied 
to the feet gave him some relief. He suffered from these cold 
fits to the last hour of his life. As he could no longer either 
walk or ride, he took several drives in an open carriage at a foot- 
pace, but without gaining strength. He never took off his dress- 
ing-gown. His stomach rejected food, and at the end of the year 
he was forced to give up meat ; he lived upon jellies and soaps. 
For some time he ate scarcely any thing, and drank only a little 
pure wine, hoping thus to support nature without fatiguing the 
digestion ; but the vomiting continued, and he returned to soups 
and jellies. The remedies and tonics which were tried produced 
little effect. His body grew weaker every day, but his mind re- 
tained its strength. 

He liked reading and conversation ; he did not dictate much, 
although he did so from time to time up to the last days of his 
life. He felt that his end was approaching, and he frequently re- 
cited the passage from ' Zaire ' which finishes with this line : — 

A revoir Paris je ne dois pins pr6tendre. 

Nevertheless the hope of leaving this dreadful country often pre- 
sented itself to his imagination; some newspaper articles and fiilse 
reports excited our expectations. We sometimes fimded that we 
were on the eve of. starting for America ; we read travels, we 
made plans, we arrived at your house, we wandered over that im- 
mense country, where alone we might hope to enjoy liberty. 
Vain hopes 1 vain projects 1 which only made us doubly feel our 
misfortunes. 

They could not have been borne with more serenity and coor- 

), I might almost add gaiety. He often said to us in the even- 

r, « Where shall we go ? to the Theatre Frangais, or to the Op- 

? " And then he would read a tragedy by Comeille, Voltaire, 

Bacine ; an opera of Quinault's or one of Moli^re's comedies. 

[is strong mind and powerful character were perhaps even more 
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remarkable than on that larger theatre where he eelipeed all that 
IB brightest in ancient and in modem histoiy. He often seemed 
to forget what he had been. I was never tired of admiring his 
philosophy and oonrage, the good sense and the fortitude which 
raised him aboye misfortune. 

At times, however, sad regrets and recollections of what he 
had done, contrasted with what he might have done, presented 
themselves. He talked of the past with perfect frankness ; per- 
suaded that on the whole he had done what he was required to 
do, and not sharing the straoge and contradictory opinions which 
we hear expressed every day on events which are not understood 
by the speakers. If the conversation took a melancholy turn, he 
soon changed it ; he liked to talk of Corsica, of his old uncle Lu- 
cien, of his youth, of you, and of all the rest of the family. 

Towards the middle of March fever came on. From that 
time he scarcely left his bed, except for about half an hour in the 
day ; he seldom had the strength to shave. He now, for the first 
time, became extremely thin. The fits of vomiting became more 
frequent. He then questioned the physicians on the conformation 
of the stomach, and about a fortnight before his death he had 
pretty nearly guessed that he was dying of cancer. He was read 
to almost every day, and dictated a few days before his decease. 
He often talked naturally as to the probable mode of his death ; 
but when he became aware that it was approaching, he left off 
speaking on the subject. He thought much about you and your 
children. To his last moments he was kind and affectionate to us 
all ; he did not appear to suffer so much as might have been ex- 
pected from the cause of his death. When we questioned him 
he said that he suffered a little, but that he could bear it His 
memory declined during the last five or six days ; his deep sighs, 
and his exclamations from time to time, made us think that he 
was in great pain. He looked at us with the penetrating glance 
which you know so well ; we tried to dilssimulate, but he was so / 
used to read our faces that no doubt he frequently discovered o^ t 
anxiety. He felt too clearly the gradual decline of his £BM;ulti| < 
not to be aware of his state. i 

For the last two hours he neither spoke nor moved ; the on! 
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floimd was liis difficult breathing, which gradually but regularly de- 
creased ; his pulse ceased ; and so died, surrounded only by a few 
servants, the man who had dictated laws to the world, and whose 
life should have been preserved for the sake of the happiness and 
glory of our sorrowing country. 

Forgive, Prince, a hurried letter, which tells yon so little, 
when you wish to know so much, but I should never end if I at- 
tempted to tell alj. 

You are so far off, that I know not when I shall have the hon- 
our of seeing you again. I must not omit to say that the Empe- 
ror was most anxious that his correspondence with the different 
sovereigns of Europe should be printed ; he repeated this to us 
several times. In his will the Emperor expressed a wish that his 
remains should be buried in France ; however, in the last days of 
his life he ordered me, if there was any difficulty about it, to lay 
him by the side of the fountain whose waters he had so long 
drank. 
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Pbince Loins Nafolbon to Joseph. 

New Tork, April 18. ISaT. 

My dear Uncle, — On my arriyal in the United States I hoped 
to find a letter from yon. I own that yonr displeasure grieyed me ; 
knowing, as I do, yonr good sense and your kindness, it surprised 
me. Indeed, uncle, my conduct must have been strangely misrep- 
resented to you before you could have been induced to repel as ene- 
mies the men who sacrificed themselves for the empire. If, having 
succeeded at Strasbourg (and I very nearly did so), I had marched 
on Paris, followed by a people fascinated by the recollections of 
the empire, and, arriving in the capital as Pretender, I had seized 
the government, then to disavow me and to break with me might 
have been noble and magnanimous ! But when I attempt one of 
Uie bold enterprises which alone could bring back what twenty 
years of peace have efi'aced ; when I offer to it the sacrifice of my 
life, persuaded that even my death would be of use to our cause ; 
when against my will I escape from the bayonet and the scaffold* 
to a foreign shore, I find there only contempt and disdain on the 
part of my family ! ^ 

If my respect and esteem for you were less sincere I should 
not be so sensitive, for I venture to say that the public will never 
^Uow that there can be a schism between us. None will believe 
kt you repudiate your nephew because he has perilled his life for 
rour cause ; no one will believe that you can treat as enemies men 
i^ho have exposed their lives and their fortunes to replace the eagle 
,;Jm our standards ; any more than it would have been believed that 

Vol. n.— 16* 
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Louis XYIIT. had repulsed the Prince de Oondl or the Dae d'Eiv* 
ghien because ihej &iled in their enterprises^ 

I know you too well, dear uncle, to doubt jova affection, and 
not to hope that you will in time do justice to me, and to others 
who have compromised themselves for our cause^ As for me, how 
CTcr you may treat me, my behaviour will not alter } the general 
sjrmpathy, the tranquilGty of my conscience, and, above all, the 
persuasion that, if the Emperor looks down on me, he approves 
me, — ^these are the considerations which compensate for the 
many mortifications and injuries which I have endured. My at- 
tempt failed, it is true ; but it proved to France that the &mily 
of the Emperor is not yet extinguished, that it possesses devoted 
friends; in ^ort, that its pretensions are not to reclaim a few 
pence from the government, but to re-establish in favor of the 
people what the foreigners and the Bourbons have destroyed. This 
is what I have done ; is it for you to reproach me ? 

I annex the account of my removal from the prison of Stras- 
bourg, in ordw that you may be acquainted with all my proceed* 
ing0, and that you may be convinced that I have done nothing 
unworthy of the name which i bear. 

I beg you to present my respects to my uncle Lucien; I trust 
my cause to his judgment and to his affection. 

Pray, dear uncle, do not be offended at the bravity with wLicb 
I represent fiicts as they really stand. Never doubt my unalterar 
ble attachment. 

Your affectionate and dutiful nephew, 

NAFOLSON-Louis. 

P. S. I have delayed writing because you left my letters from 
Euro]^ unanswered. I own that in this respect I was wrong. 

On the 9th of November, towards 8 o Vlock in the evening, IH- 
rector Lebel came to tell me that I was to be removed from prii 
on. Immediately afterwards the door was op^ied and I was desii 
to enter a carriage where were already General Toirol and the pi 
feet. Believing at first that I was to be transferred to anothei 
prison, I entreated General Yoirol to leave me in the same pha 
with the other prisoBer& On reaching the court of the Prefecture^ 
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we got oat of the carriage ; I then perceiyed two post-ohaifies with 
horses. Fancying that I was to be taken from Strasbourg, I arged 
General Y oirol to let me remain in prison. Soon afterwards I was 
placed in a carriage with three persons whom I did not know, and 
who informed me that they had orders to take me to Paris. 

I then understood that I was to receiTe a special pardon; and, 
nnable to restrain my tears, I explained to the .officers who accom- 
panied me how painfdl to me was the thought of a pardon which 
might make me pass for a coward,, and would deprive me of the 
means of dissipating the calumnies by which my intentions had 
been misrepresented to the country. 

M. Cugnat and M. Thibautot, whose consideration and atten- 
tion I cannot sufficiently praise, tried to console me by saying that 
my removal might be useful to my companions in misfortune. 

We reached Paris on the 11th at two in the morning. I was 
taken to the Prefecture, where I found M. Delessert, who is the 
only person whom I saw while I was in Paris. He informed me 
that my mother had come to France to ask my pardon of the 
King, and that I was to be taken to Lorient, and thence trans- 
ported to the United States of America. 

I expostulated once more with the Prefect on my removal, add- 
ing that my absence would deprive my fellow-sufferers of much 
evidence in their favour. The Prefect answered, " When yon 
reach Lorient you may make in writing any depositions which you 
think proper." Was he aware that Commandant Cugnat had ex- 
press orders not to let me write one word before I embarked ?— 
orders so strict that, when I wrote to Madame Laity, through 
the Prefect of Lorient, to give her news of her son, the govern- 
ment telegraphed to M. Cugnat that he was to execute precisely 
the orders which he had received. 

My &te being irrevocably fixed, there remained only to do all 
that I could to be usefdl to my friends. I wrote to the King to 
say that life was a small &vour, since I had renounced it when I 
|>lanted my foot on French ground; but that, if he would pardon 
imy companions in misfortune, I should be eternally gratefiiL 
f At four in the morning I quitted Paris. On reaching the citadel 
^ of Port-Loois I wrote secreUj to M. Odillon Barrot a letter in 
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wfaioh, taking all blame upon myself, I endeaTonred to clear my 
friends of acting with premeditation. 

On the 2lst we sailed from Lorient, imagining that we were 
going to New York. When we reached latitude 32°, the captain 
of the frigate opened sealed orders, in the handwriting of the 
Minister for Marine Affiurs, which enjoined him to take me to Bio- 
Janeiro; to allow me to speak to nobody; to remain there only 
long enough to take in water, and then to sail for New York. As 
the frigate had no business in the Brazils, ehe must haye been 
ordered out of her way in order to preyent me from communica- 
ting with the prisoners at Strasbourg until the trial was over. 
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$8. 

A Compendium of Mercantile Law. By the late 

John William Siqth. Third edition, greatly enlarged and 
revised throughont from the last English edition. By James 
P. Holcombe and William T. Gholsen. 1 vol. Svo., bound in 
law sheep, %^ 50. 

The Nature of Evil. Considered in a Letter to 

Edward Beecher, D. D., author of the ^' Gonflict of Ages." 
By Henbt James. 1 vol. 16mo. Beaatifnlly printed. Price (1. 

Kenneth; or, The Rear Guard of the Grand 

Army. By the author of ''The Heir of Redclyffe." 1 vol. 
12mo. Paper covers, 60 cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

Uhlemann's Syriac Grammar. Translated from 

the German by Enoch Hutohinbon, with a coarse of Exer- 
cises in Syriao Grammar, and a Ghrestomathy and Brief Lexi- 
con, prepared by the Translator. 1 vol. Svo. 867 pages. 
Price |8 50. 

A Winter Wreath of Summer Flowers. By S. 

G. GooDBiOH. 1 vol. 8vo., with colored designs. Oloth, gili 
edges, $8. 

The Practical American Cook-Book ; or, Practi- 
cal and Sdentifio Oookery. By a Housekeeper. 1 vol. ISmcx 
Oloth, 75 cents. 

[ History of Turkey. By A. Db Lamartine. To 

/ be completed in Three Volumes. Vol. I just ready. Oloth, $1. 
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Heartsease; or The Brother's Wife. By the 

author of the ^* Heir of Reddyflfo.^ 2 yoIs. 12mo. Paper ooy- 
era, |1 ; doth extra, |1'G0 

Mile Stones in our Life Journey. By Sakoei. 

OsaooD, Author of ^' The Hearth Stone,'' deo. 1 yoL 12mo. 
doth. Prioe $1. 

Maxims of Washington ; Political, Social, Moral, 

and Bdi^ous. Collected and arranged by Jobs Fbxdxslck 
SoHSOEDEB, D. D. 1 Yol. 12mo., doth, $1. 

Poems. By William Cullex Bryant. Collect- 
ed and arranged by the Author. 2 vols. 12mo. doth, $2; 
doth, gilt edges, $2 50; half mor., %i\ mor. antique, $5. 

The Poetical Works of John Keats. Complete 

in one rolnme. With portrait Prioe $1 25. 

The Poetical Works of Samuel Taylor Coleridga 

1 ToL 12mo., with portrait, Olotb, $1 25. 

The World in the Middle Ages. An Historical 

Geography, with the aooounts of the Origin and PeYelop- 
ment, the Institutions and Literature, the Manners and Ous- 
toms of the Nations in Europe, Western Asia, And Northern 
AfHoa, from the dose of the Fourth to the Middle of the 
Fifteenth Oentnry. By Adoxj^httb Louib Eoippen, Professor 
in Franklin and Marshall College, Pa. 1 yol. folio. Illus- 
trated with maps, half morocoo. Pnoe f4 5U. 

» The Same. 2 yols. 12mo., without the maps. Prioe |2 60. 

The Two Guardians. By the Author of " The 

Heir of Reddyffe.^ 1 vol. 12mo. Paper covers, 50 oents; 
doth, 75 cents. 



D. APPLETON & COMPANrS PUBUCATIONS. 



Faggots for the Fireside; or, Fact and Fancy. 

By PkTSB Pablet. Illastratod with twelve designs. 1 vol 
12ma Price $1 18. 

The Wanderers by Sea and Land : With other 

Tales. By Pbteb Pablky. With twelve beautifal designs. 1 
vol. 12mo. $1 13. 

Nothing Venture, Nothing Have. By Cousin 

Alioe. 1 Yol. 16mo., with illustrations. Price 63 cents. 

The Deserted Village. By Oliver Goldsmith. 

Illustrated with designs by the Etching Club. 1 vol. smaD 
Svo. Cloth, gilt edges, $1 50 ; mor. antique, $8. 

The World a Workshop; or, the Physical Re- 
lationship of Man to the Earth. By Thomas Ewbank. 1 voL 
12mo. Cloth, 76 cents. 

* 

Chemical Atlas; or, the Chemistry of Familiar 

Objects ; Exhibiting the General Principles of the Science in 
a Series of Beantifally colored Diagrams, and accompanied 
by Explanatory Essays, embracing the latest views of the 
subject, illustrated. By Edwabd L. Yottmans, Author of tb# 
" Chemical Chart," &c. 1 vol. 4to. Price $2. 

The Castle Builders. By the Author of the 

"Heir of Redclyffe." 1 vol. 12mo. Paper covers, 60 cents; 
cloth, 76 cents. 

Grace Lee : A Tale. By Julia Kavanagh, Au- 
thor oi '' Nhthalie," " Madeleine," &o. 2 vols. 12mo. Paper 
76 cents; cloth, $t. 

My Brother's Keeper. By A. B. Warner, Au- 
thor of " Dollars and Cents." 1 vol. 12mo. Cloth, $1. 

Questions of the Soul. By I. T. Hecker. 1 vol 

16mo. 76 cents. 



AmxNon BDimnr m thb bbhish vfoaa. 

PROSPECTUS 

New and Splendid Library Edition 



POPULAR POETS MD POETRY OF BRITAIN 

KDITED, WITH BIOQBAPHIOAL AND OBITIOAL KOTIGEB, 
BY THB REV. 6EOR0B GUFaLAN, 



It Ui 



▲vnos or *9aiimm.y or ucnuixT povnum,^ "baxm or thb 
li dany-oetoTO alM, printed ftom a new plea type^ on niperihie paper, and neatfy booBiA 

Mm €o]gr $1 ft Tolimw in doih, or tS 60 in Mlf eztnL 

e > » 

" Btnngel J enoogb, we hare nerer had aa jet any tUng at all approaehiuc a eatUa- 
flMtonr adftloD ct the EngHih poata We have had Johnacm'a, and BellV, and Gooke^ 
and Sharped amall siied edltlona— we have had the one hundred volume edition flrom 
ttie ChtBwlok preaa we have had the doahle-colnmned edlttona of Chalmers and Aa- 
dtraon— and we have the, aa yet, Impeifeet Aldina editfoo ; bat no aeriea haa hitberte 
given evidence that a man of caltivated taste and research directed the whole.** — Athsm^ 

The aplendid aeriea of boolu now offered to the public at sneb an nitaaoany low 
lata of oltarge, will be got np with all the care and elegance which the piwaent advanced 
•tata of the pabttahtng art can conunand. 

The well-known merary character and ability of the editor Ib soflScient gnanmty for 
the aoenraoy and seneral eladdatfon of the text, while the paper, printing, and bhnding 
of the volamea will be of the higheat daaa, fonntog, in theie reapeda, a atnking oontnuit 
to all eslating eheap edltlona, In which ao few eilbrfei have been made to combtae 
■aperlori^ in prodactlon with low prioeii 

Under the Impreaalon that a chronological laiae of the Poets wonld not be ao ao* 
eqytable aa one more dlvenlfled» It has been deemed advisable to intermix the earlier 
and the later PoetBb Oare, however, will be taken that either the author or the vdnmei 
are In themselvea complete, as pabttshed ; so that no purchaser discontinuing the serfea 
at any time, will be poaaeasod of imp«fect books. 

The absence In the book market of any handsome nnlfbrm serlei of the Popular Brit 
lah PoetSi at a moderate price, haa Induced the publishers to pn^ect the present edition, 
onder the Impression that, produced in superior stvie, deserving a place on the shelves 
of the best Ubrsriesi and offered at less than one hafr the usual selling price, It will meet 
that amount ci patronage which an enterprise, based on such liberal terms, reoulres. 

The series will conclude with a few volumes of fhgitive pieces, and a History <k 
BritMi Poetry* la which aelectlona will be given ftom the writinga of those antbiMS 
whose worlES do not po s s e s s sufficient Intereet to warrant their publication as a whola. 

It 1b believed that this will render the present edition of the British Poets the mutf 
complete which has ever been Issued, and secure for it extensive support The aeriea ¥ 
Intended to Indikde the following authors :— 



▲UBTBOMO. 

BABBAULD. 

BBATIUL 

BLAIB. 

BLOOlOIBIAi 

BB1T0B. 

BUBira. 

BUTLBB. 

BTBOV. 

OAMPBBLL. 

OABBW. 

OBATTBBTOB. 

CHAUOXB. 

oaVBOunx. 



aowiAT. 



OBABBB. 

OBASHAW. 

OUirKIBOHAlL 

I^AVTBB. 

DBNHAIL 

DOHITB. 

DBATTOZr. 

DBUMMOHAi 

DBTDBH. 

DVNBAB. 

DTBB. 

VALOONBB. 

VBBOUBSOir. 

rLBTCHBB,<k 

OAT. 

ODVOBD. 

«LOTBB. 

■OUMOaXK. 

OOWXB. 



GBAHAMB. 
GBAT. 
GBBXir. 
HAMILTOK, W. 
HABBINCnOB. 



HOOCL 

JAMBS I. 

jrOHBB. 

JOHNBOK 

JONBON. 

LBTDBB. 

LLOTD. 

LOGAN. 

XAOPHBBeOB. 

MAIiuBTK 

XABVBL. 

MILTON. 

MOOBB. 



OPIX. 

PABHBLL. 

PBNBOSB. 

PBBOT. 

FOPB. 

PBIOB. 

OUABLBib 

BAMBAT. 



SUCKLXIfah 
SUBBBT. 



TAmrAHIlX. 
THOMSOH. 
nOKBLL. 
TAUOHAV, ■ 



BOeOOMMON. 



SAOKVXLLB. 

aCOTT, «. 

aOOTTfSllW. 

BHAXSPBABB. 

8HXLUET. 

SBBMBTOinL 

BMABT. 

BMOLLVn. 

BOMBBTXLLK 



WABTOK, 9. 
WABTOB, %, 
WATTS. 

WBrrs, H.« 



WOLOOHL 

WOUPB. 

WTATi: 

Touira. 



3^ foUowin^ AiOkors art now ready : 

lORN MILTON, STda.; JAMM TOOMBON, 1 vol ; OEOBGS HEBBKBX; 1 m 

JAXBB YOTOO. 1 vol 
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TEE BPEOTATOR ENTIRE. 
tSB notrr wbajststvia EDmoN jeter vwMMmmn, 

D. APPLETON & COMPANY 

BAYS rowt FmU>RB> 

THE "SP ECT A TOR:" 

WITH PBEFACE8, HI8T0BICAL AND BIOflRAPmnAT^ 

fi7 Alezuder Ghalmen, A. IL 

A New and Gartfully Bemed EdUUm^ 

Uimplete in siz yolnmea^ Svo., jnca type. Price in elotli, $9 ; half eall 
extra or antique, $16 ; calf extra or antique, |20. 
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** It Is pralie enonfh to mt of a writer, that, In a high department of Hteraton, li 
whieh many eminent writers nave dtotlnsirfshed themaelveBi oe has had no eqnal ; and 
Chiama7,w1tb8trietJttitlee,beMddofAddlaon. . . . He to entitled to be eonriderad 
not only as the greatest of the Enf^lsh eeeaytota, bnt as the ibreranner of the great Eng- 
Itah novelfetfli Hto beet essays approach near to absolnte perfbetlon ; nor to their ex- 
eellenoe more wonderftU than their variety. Hto invention never seems to flag; nor to 
lie ever onder the neeeasi^ of repeating himself or of wearing out a snbJeet"->-ifa« 
camlay, 

** He was not only the ornament of hto aoe and eonntry, bat he lefleets dignity en 
the naliue of man. He has diveeted viee or ito meratrldoas omamenta, and paiiifced 
leliglon and vhtne in the modest and graaaltal attire whioh ohaim aiid elevate the 
.'*<— Dr. And^r&m» 



** In Addison the reader will find a rich and chaste vein of hnmor and satire ; lesbona 
ef morally and religion, divested of all ansterity and gloom ; critictom at once pleasing 
and profound; and pletarea of niittonal character and manners that most ever charm, 
from their vivadty and tmth.*'— Z>r. Hvrd, 

** Of AddiscMi^ nnmerons and wen-known writings, it may be afllnned, that they 
rest on the solid basto of real exoellence, In moral tendency aa well as literary merlL 
Vice and folly are satirized, virtue and decorum are rendered attractive ; and while 
polished diction and Attic wit abound, the purest ethics are inculcated.**— JfoiMular. 

<* Hto i^ory to that of one of oar grestest writers In ptosei Hera, wItt hto deHeata 
sense of propriety, hto lively fluuqr, and, above alU hto most orlgtaial and exqnlsils 
humor, he wss in hto proper walk. He to the fonnder of a new aehool of popular writ- 
ing, in which, like most other fbnnders of schools, he to still nnanrpaassd by any whe 
have attempted to imitate him. Hto 8p4ctator gave na the flrat examplea of a styll 
poaseaslns all the best qualttiea of a vehicle of general amnaement and Infl&netlon ; easy 
and fhminar without ooaraenesa, animated without extravagance, poltohed without un- 
natural labor, and, ttom ito flexlblUty, adapted to all the varied of the gay mmI the 
aaifous.**~-/Vfiny Otfolopedia. 

*To eoneet the viees, ridieale the fonies, and dissipate the ignorance, which too 
(Mierany prevailed at the commencement of the eighteenth oentory, were the great 
and noble ol^ecta the SpeokUor vrvt holds in view ; and by enlivening morality with 
wit, and temperins wit with morality, not only were those objecto attuned in an emi- 
nent degree, but the anthors oonferred a lastlnc benefit on their country, by estnblishing 
and rendering popnlar a spedes of writing which haa materially tended to cultivate the 
nndemundlog, rehne the taste, and aagment and purify the moral fbeling of sup oc a si ve 
fenerationSb** — {7 AoZmera. 

** He not onl^ brought a good philological taste Into Ihshlon, but gave a pleasing ele 
tatlon and popular turn to rellgioua studies, and placed Milton upon a pedeatal ttom 
wideh he can never be pulled down.**->iitteik 

* It Stands at the head of all worka of the same kind that have Mnee been pffodass<^ 
sad as a mlsoeUany of polite lltciatnie, to not surpassed by any book whalsvsc"* 

* 1 consider the MHtator Invaluable, as containing on the sul^eet of leHglaa at 
that the woHd would then bear. Had Addtoon or hto fttanda attemptied more^ It woald 
aot have be«i eadursd. The work was a stepning^tone to tnnth of the MgMSk 
aa4. as aneh, our obligatloBS to It are grsat"-^Miftir«t{^. 
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The Great Work on Russia. 

TIfth Bdittoa worn raadr. 



RUSSIA AS IT IS. 

By Count A. db Ourowskl 

Om Mtt TolmM ISmo, ppi8n, well^priiited. FxIm $1, dotti 

O0KTSNT9^ — ^Pr«lse«.— >Introduotioii. — Cztrism: itohifltorical origin— -Th 
CiAT Niohoks. — The Organization of the Goyernment — The Anny and 
KaTj.— -The Nobility.— The Clergy.— The Bourgeoisie— The Cotsaeka- 
Th« Real People, the Peasantry.- The Rights of Aliens and Strangers 
—The Commoner. — ^Emancipation. — ^Manifest Destiny. — ^Appendix/— 
The Amaxons.— The Fourteen Classes of the Russian Pnblic Service ; or, 
the IW^hins.— The Political Testament of Peter the Great.- Extrbct 
from an Old Chronicle. 



V€Cl0M of th« PlMi. 



**Tbe anthortsk«B no taperflclii], empirical view of hte snlijeet, hot ooHecthiir « rich 
fsrictr of Ikota, brings the Itgbts oft prolbaiHl pblloaopby to tbeir explanatloii. His work, 
Indeeil. Degleots do eaaentlal detail— It to minate and aocazate in Its stattmlca-^t aboaadi 
la lively (dctores of soete^, manners and ehitraeter. * * Wboever wishes to obtain an 
•oearate notion of the Internal condltloD of Eossia, the nature and extent of her resoareei^ 
and the praotioal inflaenoe of ber Institntions. will here find better materiala for hia pni^ 
pose than in any sin^e volame now extant"* — If, Y. TYibune. 

** Thto to a powerfblly- written book, and will prove of vast service to evoiy one wbe 
deslrsA to comprehend the real nature and bearings of the great contest in wtilch Soasla to 
now eng8ged.''--Jir. Y. Courier. 

** It to original in Its condorfons ; It to striking in its revelations. Nnmeroos as are the 
volamea that have been written aboat Rassia, we really hitherto have known Uttle of that 
immense territory-— of that nnmeroos people. Ooant Gnrowski's work sheds a light wiiioh 
St thto time to moat welcome and sattonotory.'*— JIT. Y, Timea, 

**The book to well written, and as might be expected In a work by a writer so nno- 
BBal)y conversant with all irides of Russian affairs, It contains so mnch important informirttoa 
rsspeodng the Russian people, their government and religion.**— Cbm. Adt>er1Uer. 

**Tbto is s valuable work, expkdning In a very sattsfkotory manner the Internal conditions 
ef the Russian people, and the construction of their political society. The lustltntlpns of 
Russia are presented ss they extot in reality, and as tney are deteimined by existing and 
•bUgatory taws.**— -y. Y. HeraUU 

*^ A hasty glano» over this handsome vohime has satisfled us that it to one worthy of 

Eneral perusal. * * It to fhll of valuable htotorical Information, with very interest* 
g accounts of tut various dssaes among the Russian people, their condition and anl- 
ntloiis.'*— iir. Y.San, 

**Th1s to a volume that can hardlv fitll to attract very general attention, and command a 
wMe sale In view <tf the present functare of European affairs, and the prominent pari 
therein which Russia to to play.**— (/nca OoMttU. 

** A timely book. It will be found all that it profosses to be, though some may be start 
Md at some of Ito oonoluslona.**— jBiMfon Atku, * 

**Thto to one of the best of all the books caused bv the present excitement in relation ts 
Bnssia. It to a very able publication— one that will do much to destroy the general belief 
In the infalHMII^ of Russia. The writer shows himself master <^ hto sntsfect, and treats of 
the Internal condition of Russia, her tnstltatlons aud enstonriB, aoeiety, laws, dBC, in aa ea 
Ightened and scholarly manner.**— Ct<y Item. 
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OAPT. FOOTERS NEW AND HIGHLY INTERESTING WOiOL 



Africa and the American Flag, 

BT OOXKAHDEB AHDSEW H. lOOIE, 

Ueut. Commanding U, 8, Brig ^'•Perry^^'* an the Coast of Afrioik, 

A. D. 1860-61. 

tLLUBTBATED WITH HANDSOMELY TISTED LTTHOeBAFHIO VhkTWk 
One Yolame, 12mo. 879 pageai Price $1 60. 



00NTENT8. 

Dtoenverifli by French and PortngaeBe along the OoMt— Slave Trade STstematlied 
— ** Horron of the Middle Pasaage'^^Afriean Nationa— Formation of the Amerieaa 
Colonization Sodety— Diapoaal of Becaptnred Slavee by the Amerieao <9ovemment— 
The Commonwealth of Liberia— Thotk H. BQchanaii->Ufle of the American Flag in 
tiie Slave Trade— Slavers at Baana— Expedition against them— Conflict— Death of King 
Bentrend — Expedition of Buchanan against Oaytinaba— Deatli of Bnchanan- His 
Characters-Condition of Liberia aa a Nation— Aspect of Liberia to a Tbitor— Condition 
of the People compared with that of their race in the United States— Schools — Condi- 
lion of Slaves OB board of the Slave Vessels — Capture of the Slave Barque Pons — AflUr 
with the Natives netf-Palmas — Cruise of the ** Perry** — Abuse of the American Flag— 
An Arrangement made with the British Commodore for the Joint Cruising of the 
** Perry** and Steamer ** Cyclops**— Capture of the American Slave Ship ** Martha**— 
CUdms to Brazilian NatlonaH^— Letters found on board illustrative of the Slave Trade 
—St Hel<^na— Appetfance of the Island — Island of Madeira— Interference of the Britiah 
Consul with the ** Louisa Benton**— Necessity of Squadrons for Protection of Com- 
merce and Cltizena Abroad. 

^is very interesting yolume makes ns acquainted with yerj im- 
portant facts connected with the efforts of the American Gk>Ternment 
to suppress the Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa. Ident. Foora not 
only places before us a record of what occarred whilst he was in com- 
mand of the U. S. Brig ** Perry,** but gives us an account of the History 
and Government of the Afiican Race — their Manners and Customs, an 
Account of the Establishment cf the Commonwealth of Liberia, its 
Condition, Prospects, Ac, Ac It abounds with every variety of inci- 
ilrint and adventure, and will, from the very novelty of the subj^cti 
have a wide sale. In order that some idea may be formed of the ch* 
meter of the work; a selection from the table of contents is prefixed. 
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Standard Historical Works. 

I. 

THE HISTORY OP ROME. 

By THOMAS ARNOLD, I>. I>., Late Regius Profetcor of IIod«m Hm 
tory in ih« Univenitj of Oxford, and Head Master of Bogb^ 
SebooL 1 large toL 8va pp. 686. Price fS* 

n. 
HISTORY OF FRANCE, 

FBOM THE XABLIE8T PERIOD TO THE PSE8SNT TDIB. 
Ej M. MICHELST, Professor i la Faeiilt6 des Lattjres, Professor i 
I'Eoole Normale, Ac Translated by Q. H. Smith, F. G. 8 2 Tola. 
Sva ppi 480 and 400. Prioe $8 60. 

UI. 

HISTORY OF GERMANY, 

FBOM THE EARLIEST PERIOD TO THE PRESENT TDfE 

By FREDERICK EOHLRAUSCH. Translated from the last Oerman 
Edition. By James D. Haaa. With a complete index prepared ex- 
• presslyfor tiie American edition. 1 yol. 8to. ppb4S7. Priee$l 60 1 
or, an Dlustrated Edition, neatly bonnd, $2 60. 

IV. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

FROM THE PSAGB OF UTREOHT TO THE PEACE OF FASI8. 
By LORD MAHON. 2 large ypls. Syo. ppi 690, 609, well printed, $4. 

V. 

A DIGEST OF THE LAWS, CUSTOMS, MANNERS, AND 

INSTITUTIONS OF THE ANCIENT AND MODERN 

NATIONS 

By THOMAS DEW, Late President of the College of William aswi 
Mary. 1 yoL Syo. ppi 670, well printed. Price f 2. 

VI. 

\ MANUAL OF ANCIENT AND MODERN HISTORY. 

By W. C. TAYLOR, LL. D., Ac 1 lai-ge Tolvne, Svo. pp. 866. Price 2 2& 

VII. ' 
f HE HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION, FROM THE FALL OP 

THE ROMAN EMPIRE TO THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 
By F. OUTZOT. Translated by W Hazlitt 4 Yols. 12ma $8 60 



Bartiett'8 American Exploring fiipedUioi. 



D. APPLETON & COMPANY, 

tbb pkiMntfi ' •asoanoe that they htsf Juit pablbhed the Ibllowing 

PERSONAL NARRATIVE 

OF EZPLOBATIOKS AND INOIDSirTS 

M fSZAlk NSW MSXICO, OAUFOBNIA, 0ONORA ANI> OHIHUJUSUA 

Jm the Ymamb 1860, "01, 1» A tVL 

tfOnnORD WRH TBB XSZIGiJI BOUmJJCT OOMmttlMb 

Bt JOHN RUSSELL BABTLETT, 
United Btatee Oonunlarioner during that period. 

twj nmnaroDS Tinted Dliietnitiona and a Map, and oyer 100 Wood-eata 
in two Tolnmea, oetavo, of over 000 pages each, bandaomeiy printed In plea 
tjpe, on extra line paper. Prlee $6^ In emUematte doth. 



The work ombraees the following distinct Jonme7% peilbnned daring the prograw el 
IM surrey:— 

L A Jonmey from Indiaaola, Texas, to El Paso del Norto. 

& A Joamer to the Copper Mines in the Bocky Moontslns, nesr the BOm, and a nri* 
ienee there of lotir montlis. 

8). \ Joame;y ko Arispe In Bohora. 

4b A Joarney <Jong the boandarr line south of the CHla, and thenee tfaioai^ anetilft 
part <^ Bonora to ^ oaymaa^ on the Oalf of California. 

5, A Voyage dvwrn the Golf of Galifoniia to Msiatlan and Aoapnleo^ and thsoee to Bm 
Franelaoa 

C Varioos Joameys In the Interior of Oallfomia. 

7. A Joamer fW>m Ban I>iego, California, by way of the Gila, and through the Btalsa el 
Bonora and Cblhoahaa to El Paso. 

& A Jonmey from El Paso throogh the Btatee of Cblhnahna, DaraagOi, Zac a l ecaa . Oo»> 
hafla, and Tamaaltpaa, to Camargo, on the Lower Bio Grande, and thenee throngfa the Bo«th 
Weatsm part of Texaa tothe Gulf of Mexlea 

List of the lakoxr Tinted luuffnuTioifB. 

TlMtVin L— 4now- Storm on Delaware Creek, ne«r the Peeoa, Texaa— S. Gnadalnpe Pass 
on Cooke*s Boad, Blerra Madre, Bonora.— & Yal^y Leading to Banta Cms, Bonora.— i. 
City of Hermoailks BononL— & City of MsTatlin, Paeiflo Coast— & City of Acapntosy 
Paotflc Coast 

Touma II.— BnlnsatCassaOrandaa, Chlhnahna.-^ G^ysen, Plnton BirertOsHfbmla.— 
g. Oeysera, Plnton Biver, California.— 4 Napa Yalley from the Obridian Hills, CaiUhvw 
nia.— & Ascent to the Qaiekallver Mine, New Almaden.— 0. View on the Blver Olla, 
Big Horn Monntatn.— 7. Gaaas Grandee, Biver Gila.— 8. Bnlns at Oases Grandee, Chi- 
huabua.— 0. Organ Moontains, New Mexioo.— 10. Fort Ynma, Junction of the Gila and 
Ooloradu Btvens. 

This woik will throw a Hood of light on the distant and hitherto unknown eonntitet 
which are nuw attraotlnff so much attention. The vast mineral wealth of the frontier 
•tntea of Mexioo embraoea in these explorations— the new trea^ with Moioo, made by the 
Aaaerloan Minister, €kneral Gadsden, for the puashase of a laige portion 9t this territory^ 
"" contemplated railroad through it and the advantagea offlwsd tut mining ai^ agileat- 
J pnrpoasa in our newly aequlrsd territoriea, as weD as those eontlguoaa) naoor tMi 
" at this time one of the most Importaatcf Jie pnblleatlanB of the di^. 
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Dumas*s last and best Book. 

D. APPLBTON & COMPANY, 

■ATS «VS« BKABT TBI FIFTH TBOVtAVB •* 

THE FORESTERS. 

BT ALEX. DUMAS. 
PBAVfLATVd JPSOM THB AUTHOB*S OBIAIVAK Via 

^MttToL UnalBpip«r,60caiili; «ktli,T6 



301ITENT9.— To my Dftughter.— The N«w Boxae on ih« Road to Stamom 
— llAthiea Gogii«lii6b — ^A Bird of Evil Omen. — Catherine Blnn.— >!&• 
pMiiian.— Jealousy. — ^Father and Mother. — The Return. — ^MademoiMlle 
£nphroaino Raiain.— Loves Young Dream. — The Abbd Gr^^ire.— 
Father and Son.— ^The Village Fdte.— A Snake in the Grass.— Tempta- 
tion and Crime.*-The Ranger's Home. — ^Apprehension. — ^The Book al 
the Innoeent^-Mathieu*s Trial 



Votiow of the PiMik 

**▲ ttywly BtoTf of love, jealonij, and intrignei'*— il^ F. Com, AdtsrtUm'. 

** AqoUmt proof of DumM^ nnriTslled taleot**— JflddMcwm SmtkuL 

"^The Ulo Ib a simple one, hot ezdtlng and Interesting. The scene is bdd in YIIIenK 
Q erets in France, lite repntatlon of the antbor is so firmly estabHriied, that in on 
tL Ing that the translatisn is a fUthftil one, oar readers who are novel readors will have 
hcaid sufficient '^—i'Mto. RegUter, 

** A capital stoiy. The reader will find the interest inc rease to the ond."— PUto. Oom, 

"The present volume A1U7 sustains the high repntation of its anther; it shoire a t«7 
high order of genius. The translation is such perfectly good English, that we earily Ibrasl 
that we are not reudlng the work in the language in which it was originally written."^ 
AWany Arfftm, 

** A short, but stirring romance.**— A>s(<m Atku, 

**Thi8 work uf Dumss's is an interesting one. The plot is well laid, and the inddeats 
hurry nn, one aftei another, so rapidly that the Interest is kept up to the cloee."— £rar{^&r(l 
CouranL 

**Itis a capital story; and an unmistskable Dumas'swoik. To say this^ is to bestow iqNNi 
tt sofflcient praise."* — Troy TVmM. 

**This new story of Dumas will ailbrd a detightfti] resource Ibr a leisure hour.** — 7%t 
BtM^rre. 

''This very entertaining novel is indubitably one of DumaB*s best eflSnts: it cannot ftll ti 
beeome widely popular.**— ilT. Y, OourUr. 

<* A pleasing, romantle love sttHty, written with the aathor*s nsoal vigor.**— J^'^neonb Ajim, 

** A quiet domestio tale that must charm sll readers.**— 5yraeiMa DaUy, 

<* Thla is a lively stoiy of love, Jealousy and intrigue, In a French viUage.**- i%<la. /A0% 

SVltUM. 

**The fkme of the author will alone secure a wide circulation for this book. He k oaa 
of the best novel writers living. *The Foresters* ftdly sustains his great r^ctattos.'*-' 
Troy Da ill/ TimM, 

"Ttiis exceedlnirly entertaining novel is fh)m the pen of one at the moat eminent aol 
celebrated of M<Mlern French novelists— Alexander Dumas.** — Binghampttm RepubUoom. 

** This production of the celebrated author, is written in the same masteriy slyle to 
irbleh all his works are noted.**~«ffUr(^br(l TUnet. 

**The Forestera, as a work by itself, is one of many ehanrs. That the book win ha 
sapsrif sought after, there can be no doubt That overy reader will admire it is mono rita 
MP certain.^— J?i<^iU0 MortUnff JBaoprMa. 

**IX will be Ibnnd an intersstlng story.**— ilf^AiM^s Sims GoMtiU. 
^?'^ P^^ *" 4^xrme^ plesslng, and the book mast ineef with a raa47 and e^tewhRs 
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